
What’s Going On
Community Task Force Meeting

Polk County 
Community 
Redevelopment 
Agency manager 
Perry Clouse 
was the guest 
speaker at 
the Southwest 
District’s 
Brownfields 
Community 
Task Force 
meeting. Clouse 

was involved in a successful brownfields project 
for blueberry farming/packaging and spoke to the 
group about the potential of assessment grants to 
help build confidence for private developers.

Lionfish Lecture at the Sci-Café
The Apalachicola National Estuarine Research 
Reserve’s Coastal Training Program staff recently 
organized a Sci-Café meeting to discuss the lionfish 
invasion and ways to spread the word about this 
potentially devastating invasive species. The reserve 
partnered with Meaghan Faletti of the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife’s Lionfish Control Team and local fishing 
guide Grayson Shepard to discuss the possible 
impact this voracious non-native predator can have 
on the Apalachicola Bay and other marine resources 
and habitat. More than 60 people attended the 
program held at Tamara’s Tapas Bar in Apalachicola 
to learn how lionfish were first introduced into 
Florida waters, their biology and why they are so 
hard to 
control. 
Attendees 
were also 
briefed on 
the latest 
updates 
of the 
invasion 
and the 
proper 
way of handling and cleaning the lionfish. Chef 
Danny Itzkovitz and his crew prepared some lionfish 
samples so participants could taste for themselves 
just how delicious lionfish can be. The Sci-Café 
format is an informal atmosphere where meeting 
participants can relax, enjoy a meal and have a 
face-to-face conversation with experts about topics 
that affect the community.

Districts Provide HazWaste Training at 
National Conference

Staff from DEP’s Central, 
Northeast and Southwest 
districts and Tallahassee 
provided hazardous waste 
training at the North American 
Hazardous Materials Management 
Association’s national conference. 

A portion of the conference was devoted to training 
county Small Quantity Generator program staff who 
provide compliance assistance to businesses that 
generate hazardous wastes. Department staff held 
numerous training sessions on topics including the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, used oil 
and universal wastes, field inspections, hospital 
and salvage yard inspections, household hazardous 
waste collection in Florida, small manufacturing 
facility inspections and HAZWOPER 8-hour refresher 
training.

The Southwest District has a 3-day, 8-hour 
HAZWOPER training session scheduled for Sept. 9, 
10 and 11.

Alternative Summer Break Students Hit 
MacArthur Beach State Park
Each August for the past 14 years, students from 
Central Michigan University have been volunteering 
at John D. MacArthur Beach State Park as part of 
the university’s Alternative Summer Break program. 
In past years, 
students’ 
involvement 
included 
trimming trails, 
removing trash 
and pulling 
exotic plants. 
This year, 
the group 
combined 
forces with employees of Palm Beach State College 
and planted two dozen sea oat plants on the park’s 
beach. For the past eight months, horticulturists 
Maura Merkal and Robert Ullom have been 
propagating the sea oats from seeds collected 
at the park, and they instructed the students on 
proper planting techniques. The students learned 
how the plants help prevent erosion and promote 
dune formation. Even after their long day and 
hard work, the students were so excited about 
volunteering that they returned the next day and 
removed eight bags of invasive sansevieria plants.

NWD Hosts Stormwater Conference
The Northwest District, in partnership with the 
Northwest Florida Water Management District, 
hosted a Stormwater Conference on Aug. 28. 
The conference room was filled to capacity with 
60 engineers, consultants, local government 
representatives and other interested parties. 

Conference topics highlighted the key issues 
DEP and NWFWMD review for permitting and 
compliance of stormwater treatment systems to 
ensure the design and proper functionality of the 
system. Appropriate design and maintenance 
ensure activities will not cause violations of water 
quality standards in receiving water or adverse 
quantity impacts to on- and off-site properties. 
Professional engineers who attended received 
Professional Development hours.

Understanding NPDES Permits
The Central District hosted a domestic wastewater-
training event for facilities with National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System permits, which 
have very specific requirements for domestic 
wastewater facilities. The half-day training session 
provided facilities with a review of DEP permitting 
requirements and included expanded effluent 
testing requirements and reporting, new dissolved 
oxygen criteria, toxicity requirements, total 

maximum daily loads, mercury minimization plans 
and an update on numeric nutrient criteria. Six 
district staff presented at the session, which was 
attended by 25 representatives from 10 entities, 
including Toho Water Authority, City of Cape 
Canaveral and Patrick Air Force Base.

Upcoming Events

September

National Preparedness Month

International Coastal Cleanup Day – Sept. 20

National Estuaries Day – Sept. 27

National Public Lands Day – Sept. 27

A Swift Night Out at Wakulla Springs
Saturday, Sept. 6, 7:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Edward Ball Wakulla Springs State Park
Wakulla Springs

Come To the River 5k Run/Walk
  and Healing Arts Festival
Saturday, Sept. 6, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center State Park
White Springs

October

Paddle Florida Trips Begin

OceanWise
Saturday, Oct. 25
GTMNERR
Ponte Vedra Beach

The Governor’s Corner 
by Governor Rick Scott

We recently announced that in the 
upcoming legislative session we will 
propose an increase in Florida’s per-
pupil spending to the highest level 
in our state’s history. Thanks in part 
to the hard work of our public ser-
vants, we already have the highest 
total spending in K-12 this year and 
gave every teacher the opportunity 
for a pay raise. Our hard work is continuing to pay off - Flori-
da’s economy is back on track, and revenues are projected to 
stay at a strong enough rate to support these historic invest-
ments in education.

We know a great job begins with a great education. This 
increase in per pupil spending will provide our dedicated 
teachers and school districts with the support they need to 
ensure our students have the opportunities to succeed in 
classrooms and careers. With the help of our public servants, 
Florida’s exciting economic growth is making these important 
investments possible. Let’s keep working to create an 
opportunity economy for generations to come.

Florida State Parks

Photo Contest

August 2014

St. Andrews State Park

The sugary white sands and emerald green waters keep visitors returning year-
after-year with more than 1.5 miles of shoreline. The great fishing, scuba diving, 
kayaking and swimming don’t hurt either. No matter what your favorite outdoor 
activity, chances are you can fulfill it at St. Andrews.

Bicycling is another favorite pastime among guests. Bring your own boat or take 
a shuttle boat tour to Shell Island. Full facility camping offers 176 sites to choose 
from - for tents to 40-feet RVs. All are welcome.

There is also an Environmental Interpretive Center with video, topographical maps 
and aerial photographs, along with a butterfly, bird egg and sea shell collection.

Bahia Honda State ParkInside DEP
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Experiencing a Summer Internship
by Nicolas Rinaldi

As a college senior at the University of South Florida Tampa campus majoring in 
environmental science and policy, I had the opportunity this summer to intern with 
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s South District office. The district 
consists of nine counties: Charlotte, Collier, Desoto, Highlands, Hendry, Glades, Lee, 
Monroe and Sarasota. It has been a hands-on opportunity – learning how to monitor 
and protect Florida natural resources for Florida’s citizens – and it has been a rewarding 
experience.

I interned with the South District’s Community Outreach program with ombudsman 
Terry Cerullo and environmental specialist Martha Avila. My work with staff offered me 
the opportunity to travel throughout the South District taking part in a wide variety of 
outreach events and field experiences. Right from the start, my second day, I joined a 
staff member to collect water quality data on various water bodies across Lee County 
and performed tests to monitor and record the findings.

On a trip to the Sarasota County landfill and other waste management facilities, I 
accompanied James Standiford to conduct a biannual permit inspection for the landfill 
and waste collection facilities. I was given a tour of the landfill facility and explained 
the “ins and outs” of the engineering feat that is a modern landfill. The Sarasota landfill 
was well managed and would overcome any public misconception accompanying 
landfills. On another day I took part in a wetland determination, which involved getting 
out into the field and identifying plants and taking soil samples to determine if a 

permit is needed to build on the site, which showed  that the site was in fact wetlands. The inspector will contact the 
requesters to discuss their options depending upon what their goals are for the property.

I attended and helped coordinate several events for the department. One was to provide assistance to local golf 
courses. The district invited the golf course managers to a compliance assurance workshop helping them to understand 
best management practices for hazardous materials to help create an environmentally healthier golf course and still 
grow their business. The South District calls its compliance assurance workshops “Greening Your Bottom Line.” The 
workshops provide education to help businesses grow while protecting the environment. I was surprised how much golf 
course maintenance management deals with regulations they need to follow.

Working in the professional atmosphere of the department was an enormous step up from college to starting my career. 
Being able to see the lab assignments I learned in college actually used and applied in the workplace and in the field 
was very gratifying.

Being a resident of Lee County, I was raised with a passion for southwest Florida’s unique wetland ecosystems and 
wildlife. I always wanted to be out in the field working to protect and preserve our delicate regional environment. 
Leaning how the department functions in accordance with local, state and federal rules and regulations to protect our 
environment was important to me. And seeing how staff interacted with local communities, the public and the private 
sector to protect our environment was most beneficial.

Observing what these environmental protection professionals come across and how their jobs – like permitting, 
inspections and compliance assurance – are completed brought me a better understanding of how environmental 
science and policy is accomplished in the workforce by different stakeholders wanting to expand Florida’s economy and 
protect the environment together.

Note: Nicolas’ internship with the South District allowed him to graduate in August instead of December 2014.

Kudos ... and Other News

Pam Fellabaum Recognized for Exemplary Service
For the past 28 years, Pam 
Fellabaum has provided 
exceptional public service 
to the citizens of Northeast 
Florida. Last month, 
the city of Jacksonville’s 
Environmental Protection 
Board acknowledged her 
service and presented her 
with the 2014 Individual 
Environmental Achievement 
Award. Pam has developed 
and implemented many 
innovative programs 
to educate the public 

and regulated industries about proper hazardous waste 
management and the dangers of improper management. 
During the past two years alone, she has developed and 
provided hazardous waste training at 53 outreach events 
resulting in the training of more than 1,495 persons including 
representatives from industries, small businesses, contractors, 
consulting firms, the Navy, schools and colleges, hospitals, 
retail stores and the public. A comment from a Jacksonville 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command representative said, 
“Pam is a very top ring environmental professional and has 
represented the Department well during her inspections and 
training sessions on NAS Jacksonville for many years.”

SED Provides Outreach to Local Trucking Facility
Southeast District staff recently gave a presentation to Palm 
Peterbilt Truck Centers in the Town of Davie, providing an 

overview of the rules that apply to the facility, how to identify 
hazardous waste, how to determine generation status and the 
requirements of that status. Attendees also learned how to 
properly manage and minimize generated waste. Following the 
presentation, district staff were asked by the company reps to 
conduct similar presentations at their other locations.

Northeast District Participates in ENVIROFEST
Northeast District’s Carmine Oliverio recently staffed the 
interactive Spring Water Challenge display at the Cummer 

Museum of 
Art & Gardens 
ENVIROFEST. 
The city of 
Jacksonville’s 
Environmental 
Protection 
Board and the 
Cummer Museum 
sponsored the 
event. Northeast 

District staff educated more than 375 participants on the 
importance of the Floridan aquifer. Accumulated votes from 
the event showed how the public allocated precious water 
resources with drinking water and local produce receiving the 
most votes and lawns receiving the fewest.

Artwork Exhibit Provides Added Revenue to Park
Last month, the Friends of Jonathan Dickinson State Park 
concluded an outstanding exhibition and silent auction of 

nature-themed art. The opening 
reception, held in July, was a 
huge success with more than 100 
attendees viewing the artwork 
and meeting the artists and the 
Friends. In excess of 100 pieces 
were on display from 48 local 
artists, which included traditional 
and digital photography, paintings, 
watercolors, drawings, multimedia, 
and sculpture. There was also 
an online auction where select 
pieces were available for bids. 
Due to the great response, the 

art shows are scheduled 
throughout the season, 
highlighting different 
galleries or local artists 
every six to eight weeks. 
Each show has a different 
nature-related theme, 
from flora to fauna, from 
nature underwater to fire 
in Florida State Parks. The 
events have been a great resource for bringing new visitors to 
the park, as well as an added revenue source.

Joining Together for Quality Public Service 

Dave Herbster, an 
environmental administrator in 
the Central District’s Compliance 
Assurance Program, along with 
Nathan Hess, Kim Rush and 
Caroline Shine were among 
those who attended the joint 
regulators meeting hosted 
by the Florida Department of 
Health’s Orange County office. 
The meeting was an effort 
to find out more about each 
group’s roles and responsibilities 
and improve customer service 

and efficiency. Agency representatives provided a brief 
overview presentation to help familiarize attendees with 
respective programs and a roundtable discussion included 
common issues encountered, what falls under each agency’s 
purview, how to better coordinate and how to address items 
that might not fall to any specific agency. Approximately 35 
representatives of local and state agencies were present at 
the meeting, including DEP, the Department of Health, Orange 
County Environmental Protection Division and the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

Celebrating History
Family, staff, guests and visitors recently celebrated the 
100th birthday of Fort Zachary Taylor excavator, researcher 
and conservator extraordinaire Howard England. The event 
featured stories of England’s accomplishments, a Civil War-era 
brass band performance, period re-enactors, a catered lunch 

and the unveiling of the first in a series of fort interpretive 
panels. The panels will replace markers installed several 
years ago but subsequently removed to accommodate a 
fort construction project. Howard’s son, Edward, has been 
compiling photographs, notes and publications detailing the 
saga of how the work began and progressed through the 
years and the discoveries made along the way, bringing “Fort 
Forgotten” from obscurity to distinction. Florida Park Service 
Director Donald Forgione was on hand to support the effort, 
greet visitors and speak to the park’s participation in bringing 
this history alive.

Gently Used Furniture Up for Grabs
If you haven’t heard, the Southeast District is relocating to 
the South Florida Water Management District’s office space 
in West Palm Beach next month. DEP’s Southeast District has 
several pieces of gently used office furniture. Just this week, 
staff from the Florida Coastal Office picked up conference 
room chairs, office chairs, tables, desks, lobby furniture and 
a credenza. There are still several items up for grabs, and a 
list of those items, along with photos can be viewed here. 
Contact Gloria Aldama-Harmon at extension 76661 if you are 
interested.

http://www.ready.gov/september
http://www.oceanconservancy.org/
http://estuaries.noaa.gov/GetInvolved/Default.aspx?ID=153
http://www.publiclandsday.org/
http://www.floridastateparks.org/thingstodo/events.cfm?viewevent=12158#12158
http://www.floridastateparks.org/thingstodo/events.cfm?viewevent=12262#12262
http://www.floridastateparks.org/thingstodo/events.cfm?viewevent=12262#12262
http://www.paddleflorida.org/
http://gtmnerr.org/OceanWise.php
ftp://ftp.dep.state.fl.us/pub/outgoing/SED%20Furniture%20Available/

