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Multi-springs Update 
Basin Management Action Plan (BMAP) Meeting Summary 

Wednesday, October 27, 2020 
3:00 PM 

Via GoToWebinar 
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Welcome  

Tiffany Busby welcomed everyone to the meeting. She explained that the meeting was a public 
meeting which was advertised in the Florida Administrative Register (FAR) and explained that 
the meeting was being recorded. The summary of the questions that were asked during the 
meeting follows. Some responses were given verbally during the meeting, some were answered 
through the chat function during the meeting, and some were answered after the meeting in this 
summary. The meeting presentation was posted at 
http://publicfiles.dep.state.fl.us/DEAR/BMAP/Outstanding%20Florida%20Springs%20BMAPs/
Meetings/October%202020/.  

DEP Staff Contacts/Organizational Chart 

Question: Will a digital copy of the presentation would be available/will we get a copy 
after the meeting?  
Response: A digital copy of the presentation will be posted after the meeting and is available at 
http://publicfiles.dep.state.fl.us/DEAR/BMAP/Outstanding%20Florida%20Springs%20BMAPs/
Meetings/October%202020/.  

Question: I see this webinar is being recorded, does that mean we can find a link to it after the 
meeting? 

Response: Yes, it will be posted after the meeting. It is posted here: 
https://www.gotostage.com/channel/61bd60e961b343119874d8ee2b76242c. 

Question: Who should I contact with questions? 
Response: The BMAP contacts are the following: 
 

Kevin Coyne 
Program Administrator  
Kevin.Coyne@FloridaDEP.gov  
 

http://publicfiles.dep.state.fl.us/DEAR/BMAP/Outstanding%20Florida%20Springs%20BMAPs/Meetings/October%202020/
http://publicfiles.dep.state.fl.us/DEAR/BMAP/Outstanding%20Florida%20Springs%20BMAPs/Meetings/October%202020/
http://publicfiles.dep.state.fl.us/DEAR/BMAP/Outstanding%20Florida%20Springs%20BMAPs/Meetings/October%202020/
http://publicfiles.dep.state.fl.us/DEAR/BMAP/Outstanding%20Florida%20Springs%20BMAPs/Meetings/October%202020/
https://www.gotostage.com/channel/61bd60e961b343119874d8ee2b76242c
mailto:Kevin.Coyne@FloridaDEP.gov
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Moira Homann 
Environmental Administrator  
Moira.Homann@FloridaDEP.gov  
 
Mary Paulic  
Environmental Consultant  
Mary.Paulic@FloridaDEP.gov  

 

BMAP Status Update 

Question: How many springs BMAPs have been adopted?  
Response: Moira responded there are eight adopted (Jackson Blue, Wakulla, Crystal 
River/Kings Bay, Chassahowitzka/Homosassa, Weeki Wachee, Wekiva, Gemini, and 
DeLeon) and five pending springs BMAPs (Santa Fe, Suwannee, Rainbow/Silver, Volusia 
Blue, and Wekiva/Rock). 

Question: Rainbow currently has an adopted BMAP. The pending one is an update? 
Response: That is correct. A BMAP was adopted for Rainbow Springs in 2015. A BMAP was 
also adopted for Silver Springs in 2015. The 2015 BMAPs do not contain an OSTDS 
Remediation Plan. 
 

Counties' Feasibility Analyses Update 

Question: Will these feasibility analyses be available? And if so, where can we get a 
copy? 
Response: Please contact the counties in which you are interested. Just a warning—the 
feasibility studies are large documents. 

Question: Can you tell us the nine counties that are participating?  
Response: Those were the counties presented by Kevin Coyne on the previous slide. They are 
the following counties: Leon, Wakulla, Marion, Citrus, Hernando, Pasco, Volusia, Seminole, and 
Orange. 

Funding Updates 

Program Funding Updates 
 
Question: What's the breakdown in septics funding - DEP, local governments, homeowners? 
What fraction comes from DEP? 
Response: There is not a set funding amount to do upgrades, this can vary by BMAP and 
even by the implementing agency. Would suggest looking at a specific project and 
reaching out to the lead entity for more information on funding breakdown. 
 
Question: My understanding was that money is in budget for septic upgrades? 
Response: There was not a specific appropriation in the 2020 legislative funding, but 
DEP is setting aside $25 million to address water quality restoration. Our goal is to use 

mailto:Moira.Homann@FloridaDEP.gov
mailto:Mary.Paulic@FloridaDEP.gov
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some of that funding and remaining springs funding. 
 
Question: Is this funding available for cities as well? 
Response: DEP has only been talking to the counties so far. DEP has worked with the 
counties before, so DEP was hoping to start out by working with them again. DEP would 
consider working with cities if there are any interested. Currently, DEP is trying to get the 
counties set up and see how things go before working with more entities. 
 
Question: Can a city borrow money to pay for impact fees that are required for converting a 
trailer park to central sewer? 
Response: For more information about eligibility for low interest funding programs, 
contact Tim Banks, the Program Administrator for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund, 
at 850-245-2969 or timothy.banks@dep.state.fl.us. 
 
Question: What's the estimated cost to convert all the systems that are pinpointed for 
conversion in the springs BMAPs? How many billions of dollars over 20 years? 
Response: This question came up in Senate Bill 712 during the 2020 legislative session, 
and DEP is working on estimating that number. It is in the billions of dollars and will be 
reported to the Florida Legislature in 2021. 
 
Questions (2): How do you identify that a conversion is required? How would we know if 
we are identified to require a conversion? I am in a rural area and would be a septic to 
septic system. 
Response: The department has established on online, interactive map that identifies the 
specific policies required by each of the springs BMAPs with respect to location and lot 
size where existing conventional OSTDS will eventually be required to be upgraded to 
nitrogen enhancing technology. The website can be found here: 
https://floridadep.gov/pfamap. You could also work with your BMAP coordinator about 
its location. The BMAP contacts are the following: 
 

Kevin Coyne 
Program Administrator  
Kevin.Coyne@FloridaDEP.gov  
 
Moira Homann 
Environmental Administrator  
Moira.Homann@FloridaDEP.gov  
 
Mary Paulic  
Environmental Consultant  
Mary.Paulic@FloridaDEP.gov  

 
Question: What responsibilities does your agency have in regard protecting the Wekiva Basin in 
Lake County? Who is the contact person? 
Response: The coordinator for the Wekiva Basin is Moira Homann.  

https://floridadep.gov/pfamap
mailto:Kevin.Coyne@FloridaDEP.gov
mailto:Moira.Homann@FloridaDEP.gov
mailto:Mary.Paulic@FloridaDEP.gov
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Question: Who should we contact for the Santa Fe BMAP? If we were not a part of the original 
project goals or collaborating partners, but did contribute to some of the mechanisms (example: 
land acquisition) identified in the BMAP, should we share that information? 
Response: You can contact Moira Homann and Kevin Coyne for questions about the Santa Fe 
BMAP project collection (Moira.Homann@FloridaDEP.gov and 
Kevin.Coyne@FloridaDEP.gov). 

 
Question: Is the list of funded projects available online? 
Response:  Yes, the list is online at https://floridadep.gov/springs/restoration-funding. 
The second list will be announced soon. 
 
Question: Since almost $10 million has been spent or allocated for the installation of 
INBRs whose efficacy has yet to be demonstrated. Shouldn't we wait to determine if they 
actually work before any more money is spent on them? 
Response: Please contact the Florida Department of Health with questions about INBRs. 
You can reach them at eberhard.roeder@flhealth.gov or Xueqing.Gao@flhealth.gov. 
Question: No, they know about these concerns. The BMAP folks need to know the extent that 
these systems are being used and the fact that they differ significantly than the systems 
developed in the Passive nitrogen Study and have never been shown to actually work as 
expected. 
Response: Comment noted. 
 
Project Funding Updates 
 
Question: Any possible funding from M-Cores? 
Response: DEAR is not aware of any such funding availability. We would recommend 
reaching out to the responsible agency for the M-Cores, the Florida Department of 
Transportation. For further information visit the M-Cores web page at  
https://floridamcores.com/. 

Question: When will the Alternative Water Supply projects be announced? 
Response: For information about alternative water supply projects, please contact 
appropriate staff from the DEP Division of Water Restoration Assistance 
(https://floridadep.gov/WRA) and Office of Water Policy (https://floridadep.gov/water-
policy).  

Question: When will DEP be announcing the projects being funded from recent District 
prioritizations for $40M grant opportunity released after Clean Waterways Act was signed by 
governor? 
Response: Please contact appropriate staff from the DEP Division of Water Restoration 
Assistance (https://floridadep.gov/WRA). The funding contacts are listed below, based on the 
fund or grant type: 
 

• State Revolving Fund: floridadep.gov/wra/srf or contact  
• Clean Water Loans: Tim Banks, 850-245-2969, Timothy.Banks@dep.state.fl.us 

https://floridadep.gov/springs/restoration-funding
mailto:eberhard.roeder@flhealth.gov
mailto:Xueqing.Gao@flhealth.gov
https://floridamcores.com/
https://floridadep.gov/WRA
https://floridadep.gov/water-policy
https://floridadep.gov/water-policy
https://floridadep.gov/WRA
https://floridadep.gov/wra/srf
mailto:Timothy.Banks@dep.state.fl.us
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• Drinking Water Loans: Shanin Speas-Frost, 850-245-2991, 
Shanin.Speasfrost@dep.state.fl.us 

• Nonpoint Source Management Grants: floridadep.gov/wra/319-tmdl-fund or contact 
• Amanda Peck, 850-245-2952, Amanda.Peck@dep.state.fl.us 

• Water and Springs Restoration:  
• Sandra Waters, 850-245-2898, WSRP@dep.state.fl.us  

 
Question: What is a funding plan for wastewater projects? 
Response: The wastewater funding plan information will be requested over the next few 
months from BMAP entities through the annual reporting updates. For each wastewater 
project (wastewater facility projects or OSTDS projects) that is not yet completed, entities 
will be asked how they plan to fund the project, the amount of funding needed, any local 
resources that will be used for funding, and any funding gaps.  

Project Requests/Annual Updates 

No questions. 

Reporting Requirements/Clean Waterways Act  

Question: Will you please provide the link for the Ag FAQs related to Senate Bill 712? 
Response: The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services--Agricultural Water 
Policy Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) link that Kevin Coyne mentioned is here: 
https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Water/Agricultural-Water-Policy-FAQ. Look for the 
Senate Bill 712 FAQ PDF posted near the top of the page. 

DEP Updates  

• Education Efforts 
• Low Impact Development (LID) work 
• Soil Amendment Guidance 
 

Question: What resources are currently available for the common citizen to learn about 
wastewater treatment, septic tanks, etc.? 
Response: Refer to the following site: https://floridadep.gov/my-home-my-springs, 
https://floridadep.gov/springs/protect-restore/content/protecting-floridas-springs, FOWA 
at https://www.fowaonsite.com/homeowner_education and https://www.epa.gov/septic.  

The soil amendment guidance is available at this site under "Guidance for 
Amending Urban Soils with Organic Amendments": 
https://floridadep.gov/dear/water-quality-restoration/content/statewide-best-
management-practice-bmp-efficiencies  
Wrap-up and Adjournment 

The webinar ended at 4:12 pm. 

mailto:paul.brandl@dep.state.fl.us
https://floridadep.gov/wra/319-tmdl-fund
mailto:Amanda.Peck@dep.state.fl.us
mailto:wsrp@dep.state.fl.us
https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Water/Agricultural-Water-Policy-FAQ
https://floridadep.gov/my-home-my-springs
https://floridadep.gov/springs/protect-restore/content/protecting-floridas-springs
https://www.fowaonsite.com/homeowner_education
https://www.epa.gov/septic
https://floridadep.gov/dear/water-quality-restoration/content/statewide-best-management-practice-bmp-efficiencies
https://floridadep.gov/dear/water-quality-restoration/content/statewide-best-management-practice-bmp-efficiencies
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