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Santa Fe River BMAP Overview

Q: Does the Watershed Information Network (WIN) have data on nitrate measurements in the
aquifer?

A: Yes, WIN is the state’s repository for water quality data, including nitrate from both groundwater
and surface water monitoring locations. Please contact Justin Nelson
(Justin.M.Nelson@FloridaDEP.gov) for questions related to WIN. Justin is the WIN Coordinator for
the northeast region of the state.

Nitrogen Source Inventory Loading Tool (NSILT) Results

Q: For wastewater treatment facilities (WWTFs), were all sizes of facilities included in the Nitrogen
Source Inventory Loading Tool (NSILT) and did the wastewater loading include biosolids if they are
spread onsite?

A: All domestic wastewater facilities were evaluated for the updated NSILT, including those outside
the springshed areas which have disposal within the springshed. Biosolids were evaluated as a
separate category, but WWTF biosolids were included in the biosolids loading estimates.

Q: From the chart, it appears that only 6.7% of the nitrogen loading at the surface reaches
groundwater. This percentage is considerably lower than what was calculated in the 2018 BMAP.
Why?

A: We ran this calculation and it is closer to 9-14% depending on the springshed, and the overall
percentage will differ based on each basin’s makeup of sources and hydrogeological characteristics.
There were some methodology changes between the prior NSILT and this update, but the recharge
and attenuation stayed the same with the exception of OSTDS attenuation factor. The OSTDS
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attenuation was changed from 50% to 30%, so that change increased the OSTDS loading estimate to
groundwater. The original NSILT was used as a starting point, but the methodology or assumptions
were updated as applicable, which changed the loading estimates.

Q: How are springsheds, priority focus areas (PFAs), restoration focus areas (RFAs), and BMAP area
interrelated?

A: The BMAP area is the entire area of concern that may contribute to loading or impacting waters
of concern. The springshed areas were the best estimation of the extent of contributing areas to the
Outstanding Florida Springs (OFS). The PFAs are generally consistent with the springsheds but can
be slightly different due to the statutory requirements on how the PFA boundaries must be defined.
PFA boundaries are primarily used for project planning and prioritizing and policy implementation.
The RFAs are similar to the springshed boundaries and are fairly consistent to the springsheds that
are evaluated in the NSILT and are used as a study area to monitor groundwater quality and evaluate
effectiveness of management strategies.

Spring Vent Load Analysis Results
Q: Is the timeline of achieving the BMAP reductions still within 20 years (by 2038)?
A: Yes, the timeline for meeting the TMDLs in the springs BMAPs has not changed.

Q: Are the NSILTs only used within the springsheds?
A: Yes, the NSILTs only address the springshed areas.

Next Steps - BMAP Updates
There were no questions during this section.

Adjournment.
The meeting adjourned at 2:52 pm.
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