GINNIE SPRINGS RESTORATION FOCUS AREA FACTS-DRAFT



· The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) and Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) collaborated on the development of a concept called “Restoration Focus Area,” or RFA, for the Santa Fe Basin Management Action Plan (BMAP).  A RFA is a portion of the contributing area to an impaired waterbody where more focused attention will occur to implement nutrient reduction activities, monitor the pre- and post-implementation conditions in the impaired water and, if appropriate and technically feasible, monitor the ground water pathways to it. The source of nutrients in an RFA will vary across the state, so activities to address impairment also will vary.
· FDACS and FDEP selected the Ginnie Springs area of the Santa Fe Basin as a pilot area to evaluate the RFA approach for potential expansion in the Santa Fe BMAP region and for use in other BMAP areas around the state.  Among the reasons for selecting the Ginnie Springs area as the pilot RFA is that it includes other springs that discharge to the Santa Fe River, mixed land use across all stakeholders, and potential for implementation of restoration actions.  Springs in the pilot RFA have some of the highest nitrate concentrations of those along the river and contribute a significant nitrate load to it.  Improvements in the nitrate concentrations discharged from these springs should improve water quality significantly in the river.
· Potential sources of nitrate in the Ginnie Springs RFA include a variety of agricultural activities; residential septic tanks; high recreational use; and urban land uses and wastewater associated with the town of Newberry.  A detailed breakdown of land uses and their estimated contributions of nitrate to the system will be developed for the RFA and used to help focus restoration efforts by FDACS and FDEP staff.  
· Activities within the Ginnie Springs RFA are under way.  FDACS will focus on the implementation of applicable agricultural best management practices (BMPs) to reduce nitrogen inputs from agricultural lands, primarily nutrient and irrigation management BMPs.  As available and needed, cost-share funds will be provided to help producers implement high-priority BMPs.  FDEP will focus on the implementation of other restoration actions, which may include permitted wastewater facilities, implementation of urban and residential BMPs (e.g., fertilization and irrigation water ordinances associated with urban land use), and working with local government stakeholders on issues such as septic systems.  FDEP and FDACS will collaborate with the local agricultural extension office and county governments to explore strategies to address non-commercial agricultural properties.


· A Ginnie Springs RFA implementation and monitoring plan is under development and will be finalized by July 2013.  It will include: 
· An updated inventory of estimated nitrogen inputs from land uses;
· A description of restoration activities and the means for implementing them;
· A process for monitoring the overall RFA effort,  including whether anticipated nitrogen load reductions are achieved;
· A process for evaluating restoration and monitoring activities, in order to adapt them as needed to achieve and document water quality improvements; and 
· A timeline for implementing the steps of the RFA plan and providing periodic updates to stakeholders.
· Water quality monitoring in the RFA will include both ground water and springs.  Several monitoring wells have been installed to assist in designing the monitoring plan and to begin to establish a baseline on ground water quality. This initial work will help in designing the most appropriate network for monitoring water quality.
· If nutrient concentrations greater than ground water standards are found in the monitoring wells during the course of the RFA monitoring, the FDEP Water Supply Restoration Program and the County Health Department will be notified, and appropriate actions taken.  As necessary, these programs collect water samples and provide water treatment systems or alternative drinking water supplies protect the health of residents with drinking water wells.
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