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Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP) 
Goal 





Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan 
 



What is RECOVER? 
 

 RECOVER - Restoration Coordination and Verification  
 A multi-agency, multi-disciplinary team of scientists, 

modelers, planners & resource specialists 
 Role – To organize, analyze and apply scientific and 

technical information in support achievement of 
system-wide goals of CERP 

 Authorized in CERP Programmatic Regulations (33 CFR 
385.20) 

 Principles:  Science-based, restoration focus, 
collaborative, accountability, adaptive management 
 



Who is RECOVER? 
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USGS FDEP 
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RECOVER 



Monitoring and Assessment Plan (MAP) 

• Adaptive Assessment and Monitoring authorized by WRDA 
2000 and Programmatic Regulations  

• Original MAP Developed in 2004 - based on decades of 
science and the best information available at the time.  
Represented “what we knew about how the Everglades 
ecosystem worked.” 

• Built upon existing monitoring and research to fill gaps 
necessary for successful ecosystem restoration 

• Single, integrated plan used and supported by all agencies 
and tribes to track and measure restoration performance 



 Emphasized linkage between science and decision-making: 
► Identifies “what” and “why” ecosystem responses to CERP 

for effective decision-making 

 Updated monitoring plan based on 5 years of monitoring; 
ensures utility and financial sustainability 

 Addressed changing priorities (project delivery schedule) 

 Incorporates project-level monitoring as projects are 
implemented 

 
 

 

2009 MAP Revisions 



Monitoring components at a glance 
 Stage/flow 
 Ground/surfacewater quality (nutrients, physical, etc.) 
 Submerged aquatic vegetation 
 Oysters 
 Shrimp 
 Estuarine/freshwater fish 
 Birds 
 Trophic-level integration 
 Vegetation mapping (remote sensing, GRTS, transect) 
 Landscape patterning (ridge/slough) 
 Tree island dynamics (nutrient cycling, formation) 
 Crocodiles/Alligators 
 Sediment deposition 

 
 





System Status Report (SSR) 
  

 Formal assessment of data generated from the 
RECOVER Monitoring and Assessment Plan 
(MAP) 

 Status, condition, and trends of hydrological, 
water quality, and biological data critical to 
Everglades restoration 

 Biennial assessment to establish pre-CERP 
reference conditions, and ultimately determine 
whether the goals and objectives of CERP are 
being met 

 Address the overall status of the ecosystem 
relative to system level hypotheses, PMs, and 
restoration goals.  



CERPZone 









Questions? 

Susan K. Kemp 
USACE – Jacksonville District 
RECOVER & System-wide Analysis Branch 
904-232-2017 
Susan.k.kemp@usace.army.mil 
 
www.evergladesplan.org 
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