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Explore Coastal Watersheds 
Using the Sarasota County Water Atlas 

 

The Sarasota County Water Atlas has interactive tools to help resource managers, 
students, academic researchers, and concerned citizens investigate and understand issues 
and trends related to coastal water quality. We invite you to visit the atlas at 
http://www.sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/ and explore its many features, including... 

Bay Conditions 
Learn about water quality in Sarasota’s major bay groups—how it compares from bay to 
bay, from year to year, and to proposed standards. Explore the significance of various 
measures of water quality and their relationship to each other and to changing seasons and 
weather patterns. View graphs and charts, and download water quality data, to better 
understand how we assess coastal ecosystem health. 
http://www.sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/coastal/conditions-overview.aspx  

Sarasota Coastal Watersheds Wiki 
View the results of the inaugural Sarasota Watershed Symposium here! Add a case study 
describing your own research, or share ideas for future projects to improve our coastal 
watersheds. By participating, you can help to build an online community of citizens and 
professionals who are working toward healthy bays, abundant wildlife, sustainable natural 
resources, and a vibrant local economy. 
http://www.sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/wiki/  

Spatial Digital Library 
Find research reports, management plans, bathymetry and land use maps, popular articles, 
conservation advice, historical information, case studies, education and conservation 
organizations, videos, websites, and much more in this searchable online library. Use the 
interactive map to find items that pertain to a particular water resource, or view search 
results in a more traditional list format.  
http://www.sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/digitallibrary/spatial.aspx  

Water Quality Contour Mapping Tool 
Visualize water quality data spatially by using this useful tool. Dissolved oxygen, clarity, 
nutrients, salinity, and chlorophyll a are some of the types of data you can map. View stored 
monthly maps or create and print custom maps by selecting the water quality parameter and 
period of your choice. You can also compare contour maps for two different parameters or time 
periods side-by-side to identify and illustrate water quality trends. 
http://www.sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/contour/  

 Real-time Data Mapper 
Access up-to-the-minute water quality, hydrology, and weather data by selecting a marker 
on this interactive map. Get station metadata (location, owner, status), see the most recent 
sample data, view a graph of data from the previous day, week or month, or download 
stored data from any period. Zoom in to view non-real time data stations and download 
their stored data, as well. 
http://www.sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/datamapper/  
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Advanced Mapping Tool 
Use this interactive map tool to view and print custom maps. Choose the scale and map 
extent, display or hide data layers, then title your map and print it in one of three sizes. You 
can also use the search feature to quickly find a street address or a particular water body. 
Selectable map layers have information on water bodies, environment, recreation, planning 
& infrastructure (including land use), habitats, water levels, water quality, sampling 
locations and aerial photography.  http://maps.wateratlas.usf.edu/sarasota/  

SEA Team Blog 
The Sarasota Environmental Aquatics (SEA) Team is an energetic  group of volunteers 
whose work has made positive impacts on our bays. Whether they’re seeding scallops or 
surveying seagrass, they provide scientists with valuable data. The information gathered 
by SEA Team volunteers allows scientists to better understand and manage these 
important ecosystems. Check out the blog to find out how you can join the team! 
http://www.sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/seagrass/  

Stormwater Education 
Learn about the sources of pollution carried in stormwater runoff and how we can reduce 
it. Basic information is accompanied by links to resources for homeowners, businesses and 
the construction industry, including local ordinances, informational videos, brochures, 
flyers and websites describing programs for disposal of polluting materials. There is even a 
kids’ page with puzzles and games… and a music video! 
http://www.sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/stormwatered/  

Oral Histories – Celebrating Our Water Heritage 
Enjoy these biographical slideshows featuring local residents whose lives and 
livelihoods have been closely tied to our water resources. A joint project of Sarasota 
County and New College, they were created by students who spent hours interviewing 
their colorful subjects. Full transcripts accompany the slideshows, which feature both 
historical and contemporary photos. 
http://www.sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/history/oralhistory.aspx  

Image Gallery – “Sarasota Captured” 
Sarasota County Environmental Services enlisted the help of Ringling College of Art and 
Design photography students to create an extensive catalog of Sarasota's water bodies. 
Their work provides a historical record and a resource for staff and the community. Thanks 
to this internship there are now hundreds of photographs that artistically capture the 
beauty of Sarasota's waterways. 
http://www.sarasota.wateratlas.usf.edu/sarasota-captured/  

 

 

For more information about the Sarasota County Water Atlas contact: 
Florida Center for Community Design + Research 
School of Architecture & Community Design 
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue, HMS301, Tampa, FL 33620 
(813) 974-4202 
www.fccdr.usf.edu or www.wateratlas.org/  
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