
FLORIDA WATER RESOURCES 
MONITORING COUNCIL 

PLANNING MEETING OCTOBER 9TH, 2014



DO WE NEED A MONITORING COUNCIL?
• OVERALL, AFFIRMATIVE:

• YES, MORE THAN EVER TO KEEP COORDINATION AND HAVE COMMUNICATION AND COMMON 
UNDERSTANDING

• HAS HELPED MOVE ACTION ITEMS AHEAD, PRODUCING PRODUCTS FROM WORKGROUPS

• NEEDED MORE THAN EVER BECAUSE OF CUTBACKS IN STAFF AND RESOURCES

• YES, WE’VE ONLY BEGUN TO SCRATCH THE SURFACE OF MONITORING AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

• YES, NEED TASKS AND AMENDED ACTION PLAN

• YES, MORE THAN EVER. WE’RE AT A CRITICAL POINT IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY OF FLORIDA, SO 
MUCH NEEDS TO BE DONE, AS THESE ISSUES ARE A REALITY, NOT CONJECTURE.

• HELPS PAINT THE BIGGER PICTURE, PROVIDES A GOOD FOUNDATION FOR COMMUNICATION



DO WE NEED A MONITORING COUNCIL?
• BUT:

• AGENCIES/INDIVIDUALS STRETCHED THIN, IT’S BEEN HARD WITH CHANGES TO ORGANIZATIONS
• STAFF/RESOURCE CONSTRAINTS
• TOO MANY OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES
• IT IS STAGGERING ALONG, WE NEED TO REIGNITE THE PASSION
• WE NEED BETTER COORDINATION AND COMMUNICATION, EVEN WITHIN AGENCIES IT’S A PROBLEM
• PEOPLE ARE NON-RESPONSIVE IN MEETINGS
• WEBINARS NOT IDEAL, BUT TRAVEL CONSTRAINTS HIGHLY PROBLEMATIC
• WE NEED TO PULL TOGETHER BETTER
• NEED TO GET THE WORD OUT ON THE COUNCIL AND ITS EFFORTS. VENUES? HOW DO OTHER AGENCIES 

COMMUNICATE WITHIN THEIR AGENCY TO GET THE WORD OUT? 



MEETING FOCUS
• DISCUSS SUGGESTIONS FOR MEETING STRUCTURE CHANGES TO ALLOW FOR MORE INTERIM 

UPDATES, AND FOLLOW-UP FOR WORKGROUPS AND PRODUCTS.

• REVIEW WHICH AREAS OF PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED TOPICS ARE STILL OF RELEVANCE. 

• ADDRESS NEW ITEMS OF BUSINESS (POSSIBLE PRODUCTS/INITIATIVES) SUGGESTED BY 
MEMBERS. 

• DISCUSS ON WHETHER THESE CHANGES WARRANT REVISING THE ACTION PLAN OR VISION 
STATEMENT.



MEETING OUTCOME
• RECOMMENDATION FOR MEETING STRUCTURE

• A LIST OF RELEVANT TOPICS FOR DIRECTION OF THE COUNCIL

• PROJECTS, INITIATIVES, CONTACTS FOR EACH TOPIC OF INTEREST THAT WILL POPULATE FUTURE 
AGENDAS. 

• HOW TO PROCEED FOR EACH NEW “ITEM OF INTEREST” 

• DECISION ON WHETHER TO REVISE ACTION PLAN AND/OR VISION STATEMENT 





Day 1- Workgroup product 
updates WIN updates-
(Council action item)



Day 2- Presentations based on 
several areas of interest reported 
on evaluations from previous 
meetings. 



Day 1- Presentations 
focused on one-two
topics of interest from 
multi-agency 
perspective, rotating 
quarterly. These 
presentations may 
serve to communicate 
what entities in the 
state are doing for that 
particular topic of 
interest. 

Followed by discussion 
on how to move 
forward with topics. 



Day Two- Council 
Business 



Workgroup Updates 
Via Webinar? 





If there is a need for an 
interim teleconference 
between quarterly meetings,  
it will be set at the 
adjournment of the main 
Quarterly meeting. 



FLORIDA WATER RESOURCES MONITORING COUNCIL 
HISTORY

• PRIMARY OBJECTIVES  ADDRESSED IN ACTION PLAN: 

• DEVELOP WATER RESOURCE METADATA STANDARDS (COMPLETED PRIOR TO 2011 COUNCIL 

INITIATION) 

• SUPPORT DEVELOPMENT OF A REPLACEMENT FOR STORET (CURRENT EFFORT)

• COORDINATE FLORIDA’S FRESH WATER MONITORING WITH COASTAL / MARINE MONITORING 

NETWORKS  (ACTION PLAN ITEM I, II)

• COORDINATE FLORIDA’S STATE MONITORING WITH LOCAL AND FEDERAL MONITORING 

PROGRAMS (ACTION PLAN ITEM II, III)

• OTHER: MONITORING COORDINATION SUPPORT FUNCTIONS (IN ACTION PLAN)

• REVISIT ACTION PLAN TO REVIEW/REGROUP/AMEND?









FLORIDA WATER RESOURCES MONITORING 
COUNCIL HISTORY

EARLIER ACTION PLAN WORKGROUP REVIEW SUGGESTED THAT IT TOOK EXTENDED TIME TO 
DEVELOP, NOT TO SPEND TIME RE-WRITING

1. REVISIT, REVIEW PLAN AGAIN?

2. AMEND PLAN, DEVELOP NEW FOCUS AREAS?

3. WHAT’S THE BEST APPROACH?
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Florida Water Resources Monitoring Council

COUNCIL VISION
Adopted by Original Council 01/25/2007:

“The Vision of the Florida Water Resources Monitoring Council is to better protect, preserve, 
manage and restore water resources in the state of Florida by coordinating water resource 
monitoring and by sharing information. A user-friendly access tool about statewide water 
resource monitoring programs is implemented and supported. This effort encompasses fresh 
and salt water resources information. Standardized monitoring program attributes provide 
an understanding of the purpose, quality and scope of monitoring. Data and metadata are 
accessible to all users. There are links to other water resource information portals. 
Communication, cooperation, connectivity and coordination have improved awareness and 
understanding of water resource monitoring throughout the state.”

Suggested edits?



“The Vision of the Florida Water Resources Monitoring Council is to better protect, preserve, 
manage and restore water resources in the state of Florida by coordinating water resource 
monitoring and by sharing information.

A user-friendly access tool about statewide water resource monitoring programs is 
implemented and supported. This effort encompasses fresh and salt water resources 
information.

Standardized monitoring program attributes provide an understanding of the purpose, quality 
and scope of monitoring.

Data and metadata are accessible to all users.

There are links to other water resource information portals.

Communication, cooperation, connectivity and coordination have improved awareness and 
understanding of water resource monitoring throughout the state.”
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