Re: Draft Statewide Stormwater Standards 
Rulemaking Staff: 

Manatee County Natural Resources Department (NRD) has reviewed the recent draft chapters as part of the update to Florida’s stormwater rules and standards (dated December 13th, 2022) provided by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. Previous comments on the rule have focused on the importance of establishing water quality standards and protections, engineering characteristics of treatment solutions, and details of regulatory implementation. All aimed at protecting receiving waterbody's and achieving pollutant load reductions. We believe that it is also important to structure the rule text to unequivocally highlight and promote wider use of Low Impact Designs (LIDs) and Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) in future resilient stormwater treatment systems. 
LID and GSI techniques are currently addressed in Section 9 and Appendix P within ERP AH Volume I, however the included language is limited and falls far short of an endorsement or promotion of these practices. These methods can provide an effective alternative approach for traditional Best Management Practices (BMPs) when utilized as part of a BMP treatment train to combat pollutants and reach long term water quality goals. They should be highlighted throughout the rule as traditional BMPs are mentioned to promote broader usage. It is with this idea that Manatee County NRD submits the following three comments regarding the organization and content of Section 9 and ERP AH Volume I Appendix P. 


1. The proposed Section 9.5.3 contains the only reference to GSI and LID approaches in the current draft manual. Manatee County NRD encourages the expansion of these approaches to be included throughout the section 9 where appropriate to increase awareness of BMP alternatives. Section 9.5.3 should also be expanded section to include the benefit of LID in situations where traditional BMPs may not be ideal, such as in urban and high-density areas where space and capability might be a limiting factor, as well as highlight the potential auxiliary benefits, such as habitat creation, resiliency, and maintenance cost reduction.

1. Manatee County NRD would like to see further support of GSI and LID in ERP AH Volume I Appendix P by repositioning the location of rule text related to LID and GIS techniques to the top of the tabulation. This simple approach will increase viewership and awareness, thereby increasing their likelihood of consideration. In addition, we would also like to see the existing segments include more information on efficiency data and engineering design criteria for the methods that are applicable. It is understood that design criteria are not as universally standardized as traditional stormwater BMPs, however design and efficiency data is widely available from other government stormwater manuals and the technical literature. This efficiency information would be best included in section Appendix P for quicker access by applicants and should encourage discussion with the applicants' permitting agency to assess alternatives. 

1. Recognizing the importance of GSI and LID adoption in protecting receiving water quality, Manatee County NRD would like to see greater encouragement within the state stormwater rule text to motivate permitting Agencies to encourage, and even incentivize, LID and GIS solutions by applicants. Traditionally incentives include a credit system based on calculated pollutant removal, however the approach should be up to each permitting agency to best suit their individual needs. A consultation step for each permitting agency regarding LID and GIS solutions may be provided This encouragement can be simplified into a small statement at the end of Section 9.5.3 and provide suggestions to permitting agencies for individual use.  

The Manatee County Natural Resources Department realizes that the comments provided will require some restructuring of the current text of the rule. However, this is the only way we see to create new, effective, and equitable stormwater regulations containing a credible endorsement for LID and GSI techniques. Florida stormwater management systems are facing a unique series of challenges as the State continues to develop during a period of rapid demographic and environmental changes. LID and GSI stormwater treatment techniques must be more widely utilized, whether alone or in combination with traditional stormwater BMPs.
