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provide the shade, food, habitat (woody debris/leaf fall/roots) and
filtration necessary for the continued propagation of a healthy stream
biota. Despite the recent and historical impairments, the benthic habitat
assessment rated a low optimal score of 68%, a considerable
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Significance 
This Juniper Cre
Quality Standar
maintenance of 
The sediment fr
contributed to th
deposition has r
and wildlife nur
experiences seve
topographical re
after removal of
sedimentation c
negatively affec
Choctawhatchee
loading could af
Juniper Creek. 
Suggestions
Restore the strea
a >18 meter ripa
allow the waters
undercut banks,
ecological status
feral pigs illegal
buffer zones tha
vegetation along
Guard was conti
information, con
Governmental C
695-8300
ek tributary site almost met Class III State Water
ds 62-302 for recreation and the propagation and
a healthy, well-balanced population of fish and wildlife.
om recent hog damage and historical fire management
is stream not meeting State designated use. Sediment

educed stream flow, which impaired the stream’s fish
sery function. The western panhandle of Florida
re erosion. Soft sandy soil, intense rainfall, and steep
lief make Juniper Creek highly susceptible to erosion
 vegetative cover. Habitat smothering from
aused by feral pigs and historical silvicultural practices
ted Juniper and Turkey Creeks, Boggy Bayou, and
 Bays’ fish and wildlife. Reduced flows, plus sediment
fect the federally endangered Okaloosa darter inhabits

m's natural hydrology (i.e. depth/width ratio), maintain
rian forest buffer zone and eliminate sediment runoff to
hed's fish and wildlife habitat (woody debris, leaf packs,
 roots, and aquatic vegetation) to return to a healthy
.  Eglin Air Force Base had initiated a plan to eliminate
ly placed on the base. Also, land management included
t follow Best Management Practices to protect riparian
 the streams on Eglin Air Force Base. The Jackson
nuing restoration study at this site. For more

tact Donald Ray, FDEP Northwest District, 160
enter, Pensacola, FL 32501 (850) 595-8300 x1126 or SC

SITE


	Juniper Creek above Eglin Air Force Base Clay Pit B-43, Okaloosa County
	Purpose
	
	
	
	Background

	Biometrics
	Significance
	This Juniper Creek tributary site almost met Class III State Water Quality Standards 62-302 for recreation and the propagation and maintenance of a healthy, well-balanced population of fish and wildlife. The sediment from recent hog damage and historical
	Suggestions








