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: A rapid, cost-effective screening mechanism for identification of biological impairment
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Significance 
This “Point Baker” Branch site met Class III State Water Quality
Standards 62-302 for recreation and the propagation and 
maintenance of a healthy, well-balanced population of fish and
wildlife. This site’s forest management is protecting the native
riparian and transitional zone vegetation, enhancing the stream’s
fish/wildlife diversity and productivity. In many other rural
Northwest Florida streams, silviculture, agriculture, and or
residential development activity has reduced the riparian buffer
zones.    

Suggestions
Maintain the18 meters or more of riparian buffer zones. The
buffer zones provide the necessary shade, food and habitat
(woody debris/leaf fall) and filter fertilizers and pesticides to
protect “Point Baker” Branch’s fish and wildlife. Preservation of
the stream's natural hydrology (i.e. flow, depth) and riparian
wetland forests buffer zones benefits the watershed's fish and
wildlife. Examples of watershed problems, which were observed
in other segments of Point Baker Branch, included road culverts
on Pine Lake Circle damming the stream just downstream of the
sample area, road sediment filling wetlands and stream channel,
and a dam for a residential development that destroyed wetland
and stream habitat. For more information, contact Donald Ray,
FDEP Northwest District, 160 Governmental Center, Pensacola, FL
32501 (850) 595-8300 or SC 695-8300
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