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document the environmental health of streams
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Results 
The BioRecon indicated a healthy biological c
biological indicators surpassed thresholds esta
aquatic ecosystems:
  Biometrics         Value    Thresholds
  Taxa Richness       34    �24
  Florida Index         25    �22
  EPT                       17        �17 
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Significance This Catfish Branch si
Quality Standards 62-302 for recreation 
maintenance of a healthy, well-balanced
wildlife. It flows into Catfish Basin, one
in the western panhandle.  The water qua
the habitat was lacking, which limited th
fish and wildlife.  The lack of habitat wa
forest overstory due to previous clear cu
resulting shrub overstory lacks large woo
to the most important fish and wildlife h
Catfish Branch had only 10% of the woo
present in southeastern coastal streams. 
Suggestions
Historical silviculture activity has reduce
many Northwest Florida streams. Forest
and protect native riparian and transition
enhance fish and wildlife diversity and p
management practices for dirt roads, esp
on stream morphology is important to pr
Examples of observed watershed problem
damming the stream, road sediment fillin
channel, a dry tributary channel caused b
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