Generic Timeline for Rule Adoption
draft 2014
	Rulemaking Step


	Time

	1. Obtain OGC tracking number, assign attorney, economist, etc.
	Could be done within 5 days

	2. Prepare Notice of Rule Development (NRD); route for approval; obtain approvals through Deputy Secretary and Secretary; submit rulemaking request to the Office of Fiscal Accountability and Regulatory Reform (OFARR)
	Optimistically 2 weeks; may take longer depending on complexity of the rule (note--rule language does NOT have to be developed at this stage); OFARR has 1 week to review (done via eDocLog)

	3. Submit NRD for publication in the FAR; notice may announce dates and times of workshops; submit workshop information for posting on DEP Public Meeting Calendar
	1 week (after approval to publish, load the notice to the FAR site and obtain OGC approval before submitting for publication)

	4. Opportunity for public to request a workshop; alternatively, just begin holding workshops without a specific request
	Statute does not specify deadlines or timeframes for the public to request workshops; OGC has opined we cannot limit this time; schedule of workshops is dependent on # of workshops/webinars desired and their locations.  Workshops would not be scheduled sooner than 14 days after publication of the NRD or publication of Notices of Workshops [section 120.54(2)(c), F.S., requires 14 day minimum advance notice]

	5. Rule is revised
	Indeterminate—depends on complexity of rule/ number of issues to be addressed.  Optimistically, new drafts could be prepared and routed for comments within 30 days of workshops

	6. Additional workshops scheduled??
	Depends on complexity of rule—figure approximately 30 days minimum for additional routing of requests, publication of notices, and time that must elapse following publication of notices before additional workshops can be held 

	7. Additional rule revisions & workshops
	Indeterminate—see above

	8. Prepare draft Notice of Proposed Rule (NPR); route for approval through the Division, to Secretary
	Optimistically 2 weeks; may take longer depending on complexity of the rule and schedules of reviewers (done via eDocLog)

	9. Submit NPR for publication in the FAR; notice may announce date and time of rule adoption hearing, or may provide an opportunity for the public to request a hearing; submit hearing information to be posted on DEP Public Meeting Calendar website 
	1 week (after approval to publish, load the notice to the FAR site and obtain OGC approval before submitting for publication)

	10. File JAPC package regarding publication of the proposed rule
	Concurrently with, or within 1 week of, the date of publication of the NPR

	11. Conduct hearing (note—if the hearing date was not announced in the NPR, a notice of the rule adoption hearing must be prepared, routed, and published)
	No sooner than 21 days after publication of the NPRM that announced the hearing, or 21 days after a member of the public requests a hearing that the Department does not feel is unnecessary

	12. Publish Notice of Change (required if any changes are made to the rule after publication of the NPR—such changes may be made only as a result of:

· objections raised by JAPC;

· written comments received after publication of the NPRM; or

· testimony at a public hearing 
	Optimistically, figure 2-3 weeks to prepare the notice, route for approval to the Secretary, and submit for publication

	13. File Rule Certification Package with Dept. of State
	Things get very complicated here.  Normally this must be done within 90 days of publication of the NPR.  However, this time can be extended if:

· Notice of Change is published
· If request for Lower Cost Regulatory Alternatives is filed (which would then require DEP to prepare a Statement of Estimated Regulatory Costs)
· If a rule challenge is filed
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