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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fill out site information



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the field, you should be able to answer #10, but for this example, we’ll come back to it once we’ve recorded our plants.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note we use scientific names for all species. Now we have to figure out what strata they are in and what areal extent they encompass.



Vegetative Strata

Vegetation on site is divided into three strata, which are 
defined in Rule 62-340.200, F.A.C.

4.5 ft

Diameter at 
Breast 
Height (DBH) DBH ≥ 4 inches DBH ≥ 1 inch 

and < 4 inches

Not in the 
canopy or 
subcanopy

Canopy

Subcanopy

Ground cover

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Vegetative strata are based on diameters at a standard height above the ground (DBH). Any species can exist in multiple strata.



Areal  
Extent

Areal Extent

Estimate within an area that represents the community 
you are evaluating
When canopies overlap, count the whole area of both 
canopies (i.e. double-count overlapping areas)
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20% 20%

=20%
=20%

*Visualize 
noonday 
shadow 
of canopy

=40%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use your best scientific judgment to select an area that represents and captures the diversity of the community around your point. Do not record plant species that are outside of your community. Within the “imaginary circle or rectangle”, estimate what portion of that area each plant species takes up.



20%

Areal  
Extent

Areal Extent

Estimate within an area that represents the community 
you are evaluating
When canopies overlap, count the whole area of both 
canopies (i.e. double-count overlapping areas)
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=20%
=20%

*Visualize 
noonday 
shadow 
of canopy

=40%
20%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The areal extent of canopy or subcanopy species is the area that their canopies take up (imagining they are fully leafed-out). Do not count a tree’s canopy if its trunk is outside of your area.



Areal  
Extent

Areal Extent

Estimate within an area that represents the community 
you are evaluating
When canopies overlap, count the whole area of both 
canopies (i.e. double-count overlapping areas)
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20%

=20%
=20%

*Visualize 
noonday 
shadow 
of canopy

=40%
20%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When plants overlap, one may be obscured by the other, but the whole areas of both should be counted. In other words, the area of overlap should be counted for BOTH plants. Remember plants in the groundcover stratum can also overlap one another.



Areal  
Extent

Areal Extent

Estimate within an area that represents the community 
you are evaluating
When canopies overlap, count the whole area of both 
canopies (i.e. double-count overlapping areas)

30%

20%
20%

15% 10%

25%

=70%
=50%

*Visualize 
noonday 
shadow 
of canopy

=120%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note that when overlap is counted, areal extent can be above 100%, despite that fact that open space can be seen.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
For all species in all strata, estimate the percent areal extent.



Selection of Appropriate Vegetative 
Stratum

Begin with 
uppermost 

stratum

Canopy

At least 10% 
areal extent 

excluding FAC

Indicative 
of 

hydrologic 
conditions 

on site

Use 
Canopy

Not 
indicative of 
hydrologic 
conditions 

on site

Use stratum 
most 

indicative of 
hydrologic 
conditions

Less than 10% 
areal extent 

excluding FAC

Follow 
Subcanopy

decision 
tree

Subcanopy

At least 10% 
areal extent 

excluding FAC

Indicative 
of 

hydrologic 
conditions 

on site

Use 
Subcanopy

Not 
indicative of 
hydrologic 
conditions 

on site

Use stratum 
most 

indicative of 
hydrologic 
conditions

Less than 10% 
areal extent 

excluding FAC

Use 
Ground 
Cover

Ground 
Cover

Use 
Ground 
Cover
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Guidelines for selecting the appropriate stratum to evaluate are in rule. Start with the top stratum, only drop to a lower stratum if the upper stratum does not constitute at least 10% areal extent excluding facultative plants OR if the upper stratum does not represent the hydrologic conditions on site.




<10%
X X

<10%
(because 
8% is FAC)

Canopy and subcanopy <10%, groundcover expression normal

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The canopy and subcanopy don’t consistute 10% areal extent excluding FAC plants. Therefore we use groundcover.
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Canopy and subcanopy <10%, groundcover expression normal

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transfer the areal extents only from the selected stratum into the appropriate status columns.



Totals

Canopy and subcanopy <10%, groundcover expression normal

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Total these columns (fillable form will automatically do this). Don’t forget to add in the second half of the table if you have more than 15 species.



Canopy and subcanopy <10%, groundcover expression normal

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transfer the totals into their corresponding questions below (fillable form will automatically do this). Determine whether OBL > UPL.



= 48+5
48+5+11 = 53

64 = 0.828
= 48+5

= 53+11

Canopy and subcanopy <10%, groundcover expression normal

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transfer the totals into their corresponding questions below and sum accordingly, then perform the equation in the last question (fillable form will automatically do this). Determine if areal extent of OBL+FACW is at least 80% of areal extent all plants, excluding FAC.



And now you’ve documented 
the vegetative portions of the 

A and B Tests! 
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