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By Cristóbal Reyes
ORLANDO SENTINEL

Late last year, immigration 
authorities allowed Islam 
Aly to fly from Orlando to his 
native Egypt after the death 
of his father. But they didn’t 
let him come back to Florida.

Instead, Aly, a 40-year-old 
green card applicant and a 
former University of Central 
Florida student, was arrested 
Dec. 23 after arriving at Phila-
delphia International Airport 
and turned over to Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment.

It’s not clear why ICE 
detained Aly, and an agency 
spokesperson did not respond 
to messages seeking an expla-
nation.

It wasn’t until three weeks 
later that he sent word to his 
friends of his whereabouts: the 
notorious Moshannon Valley 
Processing Center in central 
Pennsylvania, an ICE deten-
tion facility local activists have 
pushed to close amid reports 
of medical neglect of detainees 
— including Aly — and a recent 
hunger strike.

Ever since, Aly’s friends and 
political activists in Pennsylva-
nia have demanded his release, 
especially after he was diag-
nosed with Stage 3B chronic 
kidney disease during a medi-
cal exam in January while in 
ICE custody — a diagnosis he 
was not told until two months 
later, his friends say.

A GoFundMe page created 
to cover his legal expenses and 
medical care has raised more 
than $10,000.

But on top of managing an 
illness his supporters fear will 
exacerbate without proper 
medical treatment, he now 
faces deportation after an 
immigration judge on May 12 
denied his green card applica-
tion. “I committed no felonies 
in my entire life,” Aly said in a 
statement via his friend Mark 
Barfield, former vice-chair of 
Florida’s Libertarian Party. 
“I’ve never been arrested or 
charged with a crime. I never 
showed up in a courtroom 
over any criminal activity 
before this year. The only court 
I’ve ever been in is this immi-
gration court.”

Aly arrived to the U.S. on 
a student visa in 2013 and 
enrolled at UCF, where he 
graduated in 2016 with a 

master’s degree in electrical 
engineering. State licensing 
records list him as an engi-
neering intern as of April 2025.

“Here’s a fellow who did 
quite well at a university in 
Egypt,” said Barfield. “He 
tells us that he was attracted 

to several 
universities 
over here, 
but he chose 
UCF because 
of its repu-
tation and 
climate, and 
this is how 
the United 
States treats 

that caliber a person.”
His friends, who know 

him as “Izzy,” said Aly is a 
cosplayer and surrounds 
himself with a community he 
met through conventions and 
online gaming. His passion 
for games led him to start 
Kronotiq Media, an Orlan-
do-based media production 
firm founded in 2016, through 
which he published a card 
game called Cons Against Our 
Sanity.

U.S. Citizen and Immigra-
tion Services had authorized 
him to leave for Egypt to settle 
his late father’s affairs, accord-
ing to Barfield. While green 
card applicants generally risk 
canceling the process by leav-
ing, authorities can allow them 
to temporarily exit the country 
under specific circumstances 
such as a family emergency.

It’s not clear what changed 
once he returned. A federal 
habeas corpus petition filed 
in the Western District of 
Pennsylvania remains pend-
ing while he appeals his depor-
tation in immigration court. 
Records in the federal case 
were not readily accessible 
online.

His friends told the Orlando 
Sentinel that at the time of his 
arrest, he was expected to 
come home in time for Christ-
mas and had last heard from 
him as he boarded his plane 
to return stateside. Then the 
messages stopped.

“My heart sank at that 
point,” one friend, Eric 
Bennett, said of the moment 
he found out what happened 
to Aly. With his cellphone 
seized and no way to contact 
anyone for weeks after he was 
taken into custody, the life Aly 
built in Orlando quickly unrav-

eled. His car was repossessed, 
and in March, a judge issued 
an order to evict him from his 
Hunters Creek apartment, 
according to court records.

Since no one could claim 
his property — valuables, 
devices, projects and data 
gathered over many years — 
they were auctioned off, said 
Daria Laycock, another one of 
his friends. His cat, Mia, was 
also taken away.

“For us, it was like watching 
a man’s life fall apart and then 
trying to pick up the pieces, but 
we’re not legally tied to this 
guy,” Laycock said. “I’m not 
his wife, I’m not his mother, I 
can’t act on his behalf. It’s been 
very hopeless.”

Bennett, who met Aly at 
a convention more than a 
decade ago, has spoken to him 
periodically and described 
Aly’s hopes of reuniting with 
his loved ones and returning 
to his life. 

“You would think he’d be 
very down about the situation, 
and while it’s obvious that he 
is, the hopeful aspect of him 
is what really came through,” 
Bennett said. 

Amid the despair, Aly found 
allies on the outside, who 
along with friends in Orlando 
are working to raise aware-
ness of his case along with 
the plight of others housed at 
Moshannon. Barfield said Aly 
has reported blood in his urine 
among other symptoms, and 
was placed on a low-sodium 
renal diet for his condition.

But Aly’s treatment had 
not been treated until the 
diagnosis was confirmed 
by a nephrologist in March, 
Barfield said. He has since 
seen an outside doctor several 
times.

“His medical condition 
worsens,” Barfield said. “And 
the medical care he gets from 
the medical center at Moshan-
non is just cursory at best and 
is, in my opinion, mostly just 
maintaining a life and not 
really treating the condition.”

News outlets have reported 
squalid conditions at the facil-
ity, from sub-standard medical 
care to reports of malnourish-
ment among detainees culmi-
nating in a hunger strike that 
ended with its alleged leader 
being punished. Those reports 
have been denied by the 
Department of Homeland 
Security.

Orlando fights for ICE release

Aly

NOTICE OF FILING CERTIFICATION APPLICATION
FOR ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINE CORRIDOR

TO BE LOCATED IN BROWARD AND
MIAMI-DADE COUNTIES

Florida Power & Light Company (FPL), Andytown-Oasis 500/230 kilovolt (kV) Transmission Line Project Application
No. TA26-21 for certification to authorize location of a transmission line corridor, construction, operation and
maintenance of two (2) new 500 kV transmission lines and two (2) new 230 kV transmission lines, commonly
referred to as the Andytown-Oasis Project (Project) and maintenance of the transmission line right-of-way
from Broward County, Florida to Miami-Dade County, Florida was received by the Department of Environmental
Protection on May 20, 2026. The case is pending before the Division of Administrative Hearings, Case No. 26-
2609TL prior to action by the Governor and Cabinet (sitting as the Siting Board), or the Secretary of the Department
of Environmental Protection, pursuant to the Florida Transmission Line Siting Act, Chapter 403, Part II, F.S. The
Project will extend approximately 31 miles. The proposed corridor passes through portions of Broward County, the
Town of Southwest Ranches, and Miami-Dade County. In its application, FPL is requesting certification authorizing
the location of an electrical transmission line corridor, and the construction, operation and maintenance of one
new 500 kV proposed transmission line that would connect FPL’s existing Andytown substation in the Town of
Southwest Ranches, in Broward County, to a new FPL Oasis substation in Miami-Dade County; one new 500 kV
proposed transmission line that would connect FPL’s new Oasis substation in Miami-Dade County to FPL’s existing
Quarry substation in Miami-Dade County; one new proposed 230 kV transmission line that would connect FPL’s
new Oasis substation in Miami-Dade County to FPL’s existing Quarry substation in Miami-Dade County; and one
new proposed 230 kV transmission line that would connect FPL’s new Oasis substation in Miami-Dade County to
FPL’s existing Levee substation in Miami-Dade County. The location of the Project is shown on the accompanying
map.

State agencies, water management districts, and local governments will be reviewing the application and
preparing reports regarding the compliance of the proposal with applicable laws, and any needed conditions of
certification to assure such compliance. It is recommended that interested individuals review the application and
bring matters of concern to the appropriate agency’s attention as soon as possible. Information regarding the
appropriate contact persons in the agencies may be obtained from the Department of Environmental Protection’s
Siting Coordination Office, at the address provided below. The application for certification which more specifically
depicts the proposed transmission line corridor is available for public inspection at the following locations:

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Siting Coordination Office
2600 Blair Stone Road, MS 5500
Tallahassee, Florida 32399
Contact: Nate Senn
Telephone: (850) 717-9000

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Southeast District Office
3301 Gun Club Road
West Palm Beach, Florida 33406
Telephone: (561) 681-6600

Florida Power & Light Company
700 Universe Blvd.
Juno Beach, Florida 33408
Contact: Craig Coughlin
Telephone: (561) 694-4826

Broward County Library
100 South Andrews Ave.
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301
Contact: Ann Wenger
Telephone: (954) 357-7417

Miami-Dade County Public Library
101 W Flagler St.
Miami, FL 33130
Contact: Margarita Mirabal
Telephone: (305) 375-2665

The application is also available on the Internet at the Department of Environmental Protection’s Siting Coordination
Office website by clicking on https://floridadep.gov/air/siting-coordination-office/content/applications-process.

Unless the administrative law judge cancels the certification hearing pursuant to Section 403.527(6), F.S., based
on a stipulation of the parties to the proceeding that there are no disputed issues of material fact or law, a
certification hearing will be conducted by the administrative law judge pursuant to Section 120.569 and 120.57,
F.S., at a central location in proximity to the proposed corridor. Notice of the date and location of the certification
hearing will be published in this publication at least 65 days before the date set for the hearing.

The Transmission Line Siting Act provides, among other things, that:

(1) Subject to the conditions set forth therein, certification shall constitute the sole license of the state and any
agency as to the approval of the location of transmission line corridors and the construction, operation,
and maintenance of transmission lines. The certification is valid for the life of the transmission line, if
construction on, or condemnation or acquisition of, the right-of-way is commenced within 5 years after the
date of certification or such later date as may be authorized by the board.

(2) (a) The certification authorizes the licensee to locate the transmission line corridor and to construct and
maintain the transmission lines subject only to the conditions of certification set forth in the certification.

(b) The certification may include conditions that constitute variances and exemptions from nonprocedural
standards or rules of the department or any other agency which were expressly considered during the
certification review unless waived by the agency as provided in s. 403.526 and which otherwise would
be applicable to the location of the proposed transmission line corridor or the construction, operation,
and maintenance of the transmission lines.

Any person wishing to participate in the proceedings, as a party, must file an appropriate pleading with the Division
of Administrative Hearings following the procedures in Chapter 28-106, F.A.C., and Section 403.527(2)(c), F.S.,
which provides that:

(1) Parties to this proceeding shall be FPL, the Public Service Commission, the Department of Commerce, the
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the South Florida Water Management District, FDEP, Broward
County, Miami-Dade County, the Town of Southwest Ranches, and the Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT). Any of these parties, other than the Department of Environmental Protection and Florida Power &
Light Company, may waive its right to participate in this proceeding if the listed party fails to file a notice of
intent to be a party on or before the 30th day before the certification hearing.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Chapter 120, F.S., to the contrary, upon the filing with the administrative
law judge of a notice of intent to be a party by an agency, corporation, or association described in
subparagraphs (a) and (b) below or a petition for intervention by a person described in subparagraph (c)
below no later than 30 days before the date set for the certification hearing, the following shall also be
parties to the proceeding:

(a) Any agency not listed in subparagraph (1) above as to matters within its jurisdiction.

(b) Any domestic nonprofit corporation or association formed, in whole or in part, to promote
conservation of natural beauty; to protect the environment, personal health, or other biological
values; to preserve historical sites; to promote consumer interests; to represent labor, commercial,
or industrial groups; or to promote comprehensive planning or orderly development of the area in
which the proposed transmission line or corridor is to be located.

(c) Any person whose substantial interests are affected and being determined by the proceeding.

For further information about the certification process please see: https://floridadep.gov/water/siting-coordination-
office/content/statutes-and-rules. Persons not wishing to participate in the proceedings as a party may
nevertheless offer sworn testimony during the public hearing portion of the certification hearing, if a certification
hearing is needed.

Any notice of intent to be a party or motion to intervene must be sent to: Re: DOAH Case No. 26-2609TL, Division
of Administrative Hearings, 1230 Apalachee Parkway, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3060, and must contain the
following: reference to the application number; the name, address, and telephone number of the agency or person;
and, allegations sufficient to demonstrate the agency or person is entitled to participate in the proceeding. The
notice or motion must be sent by mail to the applicant and to all parties. (A list of parties may be obtained from the
Department’s Siting Coordination Office at the physical address above.)

Consideration may be given in this proceeding to corridors alternate to the corridor(s) preferred by FPL. Persons
other than the applicant may propose alternate corridors for portions of or all of the corridor(s) proposed by the
applicant. To propose an alternate corridor, persons must request to become a party to the proceedings and
then must file a notice of proposed alternate corridor with the administrative law judge pursuant to Section
403.5271(1), F.S., all parties, and any local governments in the jurisdiction of which the alternate is proposed, by
no later than 45 days prior to the originally scheduled certification hearing. The filing must include the most recent
United States Geological Survey 1:24000 quadrangle maps with the alternate corridor boundaries specifically
delineated on it, a description of the proposed alternate corridor, and a statement of the reasons the proposed
alternate should be certified. Each party proposing an alternate corridor shall have the burden to provide the data
necessary for the agencies listed in Section 403.526, F.S., to prepare a supplementary report, to provide public
notice in accordance with Section 403.5363(2), F.S., and the burden of proof on the certifiability of the alternate
corridor at the certification hearing. See Section 403.5271, F.S., and Rule 62-17.543, F.A.C., for further information
and requirements. https://floridadep.gov/water/siting-coordination-office/content/statutes-and-rules.

Issues relating to the use of, connection to, or the crossing of properties and works of the following agencies:
the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, the South Florida Water Management District, the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the Florida Department of Transportation, Broward County,
Miami-Dade County, and the Town of Southwest Ranches may be addressed in this certification proceeding. NOTICE OF DATA SECURITY INCIDENT

Xsolis, Inc. (“Xsolis”), a vendor that provides case and utilization management
services to healthcare organizations, is providing notice of a data security incident
that may have involved certain personal and protected health information.
On January 22, 2026, Xsolis became aware of unauthorized activity impacting
a limited portion of the Xsolis environment resulting from a targeted phishing
attack on January 20, 2026. Xsolis immediately contained the activity and
launched an investigation with the assistance of external cybersecurity experts.

containing information that may include names, addresses, health insurance
information, Social Security numbers, and medical treatment information. Xsolis
is not aware of any actual or attempted misuse of information because of this
incident.

Kroll to eligible individuals, including credit monitoring, fraud consultation, and
identity theft restoration.
What You Can Do:

in the complimentary identity monitoring services by visiting
Enroll.krollmonitoring.com/redeem and following the instructions outlined
in their letter. Individuals are also encouraged to review account statements,

For More Information:
For additional information, please call (844) 403-4585, Monday through Friday,
between 8:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Central Time, excluding major U.S. holidays, or
visit www.xsolisdataincident.com.
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