TAMPA
l’l ELECTRIC

A TECO ENERGY COMPANY

July 22, 1991

Certified Mail #P276823505
Return Receipt Requested

Mr. William Hartmann, P.E.

Surface Water Permitting Supervisor
Southwest Florida Water Management District
970 East Main Center

Suite A

Bartow, Florida 33830

Re: Hardee Power Station
Hardee to Pebbledale Transmission Line
Site Certification No. PA 89-25

Dear Bill:

On Thursday, July 18, 1991, Paul Carpinone of Tampa Electric Company (TEC) and
Barry Ienz of Dames & Moore met with Richard Gannon and Ann Venables at your
office to discuss the additional information requested by your letters dated
May 23 and June 21, 1991. This letter provides a written description of the
topics of their conversation and is provided as a response to your letter.

It is our understanding from this meeting that 1) we have satisfied all
concerns of the Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) , 2) our
post certification submittal is complete, 3) and, at this time, no wetland
mitigation is required for the project. The following narrative provides the
information regarding the three wetland areas discussed in our meeting and
referenced in your letter.

ARFA 1

At Whiskey Store Creek, southeast of Bradley Junction and at the northeast
perimeter of Hookers Prairie, the proposed TEC transmission line crosses a
reclaimed wetland area. As shown on the enclosed IMC Fertilizer (IMC) drawing

~12-RV-1A titled Post Reclamation Vegetation, Section 12, (Hookers Prairie),
of FDER Permit No. 530862379, the area crossed by the transmission line is
proposed and presently planted as a meandering stream with no forested
camponent. The TEC corridor is shown on this drawing scaled in red ink.
Further, there is no wetland fill proposed by TEC at this location and no
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wetland vegetation will be altered or removed. The power poles on either side
of the creek are located in uplands. As a result, no wetland compensation
will be required by SWFWMD at this point of the project.

AREA 2

At Agricola Road, northeast of Bradley Junction, TEC proposes to avoid two
existing forested wetland mitigation areas. In the future, the two areas will
be bisected by a relocated railroad line. Three IMC permit exhibits are
enclosed for your review. They include the Mine Access Corridor (plan view
detail) and Reclamation Plan View of FDER Permit No. 530651609, and Figure 1
of FDER Permit No. 530862379. The TEC easement and powerline are shown scaled
in red ink on the first two exhibits.

As can be seen, two small areas shaded in blue fall within the transmission
line easement. However, field reviews of this area prior to and following our
meeting have confirmed that no forested mitigation areas will be impacted as
shown on Figure 1 (enclosed). Measurements show that the power pole is 40
feet from the wetland top of bank and 58 feet from the nearest point of the
wetland delineation. The conductors are supported by three steel arms which
extend 12 feet from the power pole. This will leave a minimum of
approximately 46 feet between the forested wetland and the conductors. IMC
was consulted to determine this pole location, thereby avoiding the mitigation
areas. TEC is confident that no wetland tree clearing or trimming will be
necessary at this location or in the mitigation area immediately to the south.
Therefore, no forested wetland compensation will be required by SWFWMD at this
point of the project.

ARFA 3

At the IMC proposed mining and reclamation area southwest of Bradley Junction
and west of 0Old Highway 37, TEC proposes to locate the transmission line
within a smaller 39-foot corridor adjacent to the road right-of-way. In this
location, the corridor and transmission line will encroach on two existing
forested wetland areas which lie adjacent to the rocadway. However, IMC has
been previously permitted by FDER to mine these areas and has plans to begin
this work by the end of this year as stipulated in their permit approval.
Therefore, SWFWMD will not require TEC to compensate for the clearing of those
existing wetland trees within the proposed transmission line corridor.

Two IMC proposed forested wetland reclamation areas will be created beneath
the TEC powerline corridor when mining activities are completed. Enclosed is
Sketch No. SBR-17 of FDER Permit No. 531498599 which depicts the proposed IMC
wetland reclamation areas. These two forested wetlands within the TEC
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corridor are estimated to cover a total of approximately 0.28 acres. TEC
estimates that these wetland trees may require trimming within ten to 15
Years, dependent on tree species, planted size and growth rates. Tree
clearing will not be necessary at this time because the conductors will be 40
feet above the ground. TECdoesnotexpecttreetrimningtobenecessary
until the trees are 15 to 20 feet in height. Therefore, based on our meeting,
SWFWMD will not require mitigation at this time for the expected tree trimming
to be completed at some point in the fu . Rather, as a condition of
approval by SWFWMD, TEC will notify SWFWMD prior to initiation of the tree
trimming activity. This will provide SWFWMD an opportunity to assess the
wetland habitat and determine the appropriate compensation, if any, based on
SWFWMD rules in effect at that time.

The above descriptions provide a complete response to all remaining SWFWMD
concerns. As a result of this meeting last week and submittal of this letter,
TEC understands that the post certification submittal can now be issued
complete. Further, at this time, there are no wetland mitigation requirements
for the entire project. We therefore respectfully request you to confirm with
us as soon as possible these issues so that our post certification status can
become complete.

Thank you for the expeditious and thorough manner in which you and your staff
have completed the review of this submittal. If we can be of further help
please contact Paul Carpinone or me.

Sincerely, bce: M. Leahy (w/enc.)
, L.N. Qurtin, Esgq. (w/enc.)
7. L B. Lenz (w/enc.)
4 //" {mzﬁ,_ PDF 4.25 (w/enc.)
I F. Robinson, P.E. C 2.1
Manager
Envirormental Planning Route: J.L. Williams
P.A. Ho
sn/EE505 K.0. Zwolak

cc/enc: H.S. Oven, Jr., FDER-Tallahassee

Enclosure
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