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RESPONSES TO RAI COMMENTS ON  
CROSS FLORIDA BARGE CANAL RECREATIONAL ACCESS PERMIT 

COMMENT NUMBER: 1 

RAI NUMBER: LNP ERP RAI-001 

REQUESTING AGENCY: FDEP, Northeast District Office 

 

COMMENT:  

The proposed project will require a public easement to cross state-owned submerged lands. 
Please submit the attached Public Easement package with all of the required information. 

 

RESPONSE:  

The required Sovereign Submerged Land Public Easement Application Package is attached. 
A summary of the components of the application include: 

1. A check for $540 made out to the Department of Environmental Protection is 
attached.  

2. As a public utility, the applicant is not required to provide satisfactory evidence of 
sufficient upland interest as a completeness item pursuant to Rule 18-21.004(3)(b), 
Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.)  

3. A scaled and fully dimensioned drawing showing the proposed bridge over the Inglis 
Lock Bypass Channel was included in the original application. Drawing LNG-X001-
C2-001 and Drawing LNG-X001-C2-003 follow this response and show the proposed 
bridge in plan view and cross-sectional view, respectively. 

4. A fully executed Certification of Authorized Entity is attached to this response.  

5.  A detailed statement describing the existing and proposed activities located on or 
over the sovereign submerged lands at the site was included in the original 
application as Exhibit A. A copy of that statement is attached. 

6. A copy of the Application checklist is attached. 

7. The survey for the proposed easement over the Inglis Lock Bypass Channel is 
attached.  

8. A letter from Levy County indicating that the proposed activity is consistent with the 
local government comprehensive plan will be forwarded when received.  

9. Negotiations with the Office of Greenways and Trails are ongoing regarding the 
consent for the proposed activities.  
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RESPONSES TO RAI COMMENTS ON  
CROSS FLORIDA BARGE CANAL RECREATIONAL ACCESS PERMIT 

ATTACHMENTS:  

The attachments for Comment 1 are included in the following order:  

1. Drawing LNG-X001-C2-001, Access Road Bypass Channel Bridge Plan and Elevation 

2. Drawing LNG-X001-C2-003, Access Road Bypass Channel Bridge Typical Cross 
Section 

3. Certification of Authorized Entity 

4. Exhibit A – Project Statement 

5. Application checklist  

6. Progress Energy Inglis Lock Bypass Channel Submerged Parcel Boundary Survey  
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EXHIBIT A 
Project Statement

Progress Energy Florida (PEF), after consultation and the Florida Department of Environmental 

Protection Division of State Lands and Office of Greenways and Trails (OGT), is proposing a 

bridged vehicular accessway and the upland construction of a future barge slip/boat ramp in the 

area of the Inglis Lock Bypass Channel to be known as the Cross Florida Greenway Recreational 

Improvement Area. These improvements will serve to provide access to the state owned lands. A 

future permitting effort will be required to excavate and to dredge the area between this proposed 

upland construction and the Cross Florida Barge Canal in order to use this facility as a barge 

slip/boat ramp. 

PEF and OGT have worked closely to develop this project and will continue to collaborate through 

the project’s implementation. The lands on which the improvements will be made are currently -- 

and will continue to be -- owned by the State of Florida and managed by OGT. PEF will undertake 

construction of all of the proposed activities and will be responsible for the operation and 

maintenance of the upland barge slip/boat ramp and bridged vehicular accessway.  

The upland portion of the barge slip/boat ramp will be located adjacent to the Cross Florida Barge 

Canal that links Lake Rousseau to the Gulf of Mexico. The upland portion of the barge slip/boat 

ramp to be constructed will be available for use by members of the public as a fishing pier and 

parking area. The upland portion of the barge slip/boat ramp is proposed to be located on state-

owned uplands (to be excavated); therefore, will require an easement over state-owned uplands.  

The bridged vehicular accessway, which will be used both by the general public and for the 

proposed industrial development, will provide access over the Inglis Lock Bypass Channel to the 

state owned land. Current access to the strip of land between the channel and canal is limited, and 

the bridged vehicular accessway will enhance public access to this area. The bridged vehicular 

accessway will be located on or over both state-owned submerged lands and state-owned uplands 

and so will require both a submerged lands lease and an easement over state-owned uplands. 

In a meeting with Deputy Secretary Bob Ballard and Carla Gaskin (on behalf of Deputy Secretary 

Mimi Drew) held on April 18, 2008, it was agreed that this application would be the appropriate 

vehicle for PEF to request the above-described uses of state-owned uplands as well as state-owned 

submerged lands. Also, in a meeting at the Jacksonville FDEP office, it was determined that the 

submerged lands would be considered to be sovereign for the purposes of Rule 18-21 F.A.C. 

The Cross Florida Barge Canal is a navigable water; however, no activities are proposed below 

mean high water at this time. The Inglis Lock Bypass Channel is not navigable in this location as 

there are barriers to navigation west and east of the proposed bridge. To the west there is a weir 

structure and to the east there is a causeway crossing with culverts in the channel. Refer to 

photographs provided in Exhibit B. 
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RESPONSES TO RAI COMMENTS ON  
CROSS FLORIDA BARGE CANAL RECREATIONAL ACCESS PERMIT 

COMMENT NUMBER: 2 

RAI NUMBER: LNP ERP RAI-002  

REQUESTING AGENCY: FDEP, Northeast District Office 

 

COMMENT:  

Please review the attached Request for Additional Information from The Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission and provide answers to their questions to The 
Department of Environmental Protection.  

1. No site plan drawings were provided with the application materials. Please provide a 
site plan that depicts the exact location and gives measurements for all elements of 
the proposed construction: the bridge, the excavation area, the boat ramp and the 
barge slip.  

2. No description of in water work was provided. Please describe in depth the in water 
work that would be associated with all elements of the proposed construction: the 
bridge, the excavation area, the boat ramp and the barge slip. Please include a 
description of any vessels that would be utilized during construction. 

3. Please provide additional information concerning the proposed public boat ramp. 
How many lanes will the ramp have? How many boat trailer parking spaces are 
proposed at the ramp location?  

4. Please provide additional information about the proposed barge slip. What is the 
proposed use of this slip? How is it associated with the proposed ramp? 

5. Please provide additional information about the proposed excavation and dredging 
mentioned in the application materials. What is the purpose of the excavation and 
dredging? What method of dredging is proposed? 

6. Are there pipes and/or culverts (existing or proposed) that are submerged or partially 
submerged, accessible to manatees during any tidal phase, and larger than 8 inches 
in diameter but smaller than 8 foot in diameter on the site? 

 

RESPONSE:  

The following information is provided in response to the request for additional information 
from Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission:  

1. A dredge/fill site plan, Drawing LNG-G1P1-X3-002, Impact of Developed Areas on 
Wetland, is included with this response. The following descriptions provide additional 
detail for the bridge, excavation area, and barge slip. 
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RESPONSES TO RAI COMMENTS ON  
CROSS FLORIDA BARGE CANAL RECREATIONAL ACCESS PERMIT 

− Bridge: The bridge for the access road will be constructed over the Inglis Lock 
Bypass Channel. Details are provided in the following drawings, which are attached 
to Comment 1: Drawing LNG-X001-C2-001, Access Road Bypass Channel Bridge 
Plan and Elevation, and Drawing LNG-X001-C2-003, Access Road Bypass Channel 
Bridge Typical Cross Section. 

− Excavation Area: The excavation area is above the mean high water line, as shown 
in Drawing LNG-G1-XM-000002, Boat Slip General Arrangement Plan, and Drawing 
LNG-G1XCM-000003, Boat Slip Sections, which follow this response.  

− Barge Slip/Boat Ramp: The upland portions of the barge slip and boat ramp will be 
constructed under this permit. During the second phase, which is incorporated into 
the Levy Nuclear Plant Site Certification Application, the area in front of the sheet 
pile will be excavated to create a barge slip for use in the construction of the power 
plant. At that time, the boat ramp will be completed and facilitate recreational use. 
The concrete parking area north of the sheet pile wall will provide parking for 
recreational access. 

2. The bridge is the only work on or over a surface water that will be performed as part 
of this permit. As discussed in Section IV of the Application, concrete piling will be 
used for the bridge over the Inglis Lock Bypass Channel. The bridge will be 
constructed from land using steel templates to control pile locations. Rip rap will be 
installed as bridge abutments. No water vessels are proposed for use during this 
construction. Further discussion of the upland work is provided in the response to 
Item 1, above. 

3. Only the upland portion of the barge slip and boat ramp will be constructed under this 
permit. The second phase of the construction (excavation in front of sheet piling and 
boat ramp completion) will be performed under the Levy Nuclear Plant Site 
Certification Application. At that time, the boat ramp will have two access lanes for 
launching boats into the Cross Florida Barge Canal. At least 30 parking spaces to 
accommodate vehicles with boat trailers will be provided on the concrete pad, which 
will be built as part of this permit.  

4. The barge slip will be used initially to support the construction of the Levy Nuclear 
Plant. It will be used to receive oversized and heavy items that will be shipped to the 
site by barge. When the plant becomes operational, the barge slip will also be used 
on an occasional basis to support the shipment of heavy and oversized items. Dual 
use of this barge slip is proposed to enhance recreational access to the Cross 
Florida Barge Canal. The concrete pad for the barge slip will be wide enough to 
provide parking for vehicles with boat trailers and the boat ramp is being 
incorporated into the project to enhance public access to the canal for recreational 
purposes. 

5. No dredging is proposed under this permit application. The excavation is to support 
the early site work necessary to create a barge slip to support the construction of the 

11 



RESPONSES TO RAI COMMENTS ON  
CROSS FLORIDA BARGE CANAL RECREATIONAL ACCESS PERMIT 

Levy Nuclear Plant. Excavation will be limited to areas that are upland of the mean 
high water. During construction activities, a berm will be maintained between the site 
work and the Cross Florida Barge Canal and a turbidity curtain within the Cross 
Florida Barge Canal will be maintained to protect water quality. 

6. There are no existing pipes to the Cross Florida Barge Canal. A single stormwater 
drainage pipe is proposed that will discharge from stormwater swales designed for 
this project. The pipe is labeled as “12” RCP (Watertight Joints)” in Drawing LNG-G1-
XS-048, Stormwater/Grading & Erosion Control Plan, which is attached. The 
proposed pipe is a 12-inch diameter pipe with an inlet on the upstream (north) side 
and a mitered end section on the downstream (south) side at the Cross Florida 
Barge Canal. This pipe will be equipped with a 4-inch square grating to prevent 
manatees from entering and becoming trapped in the pipe. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  

The attachments for Comment 2 are included in the following order:  

1. Drawing LNG-G1P1-X3-002, Impact of Developed Areas on Wetland 

2. Drawing LNG-G1-XM-000002, Boat Slip General Arrangement Plan 

3. Drawing LNG-G1-XM-000003, Boat Slip Sections 

4. Drawing LNG-G1-XS-048, Stormwater/Grading & Erosion Control Plan 
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RESPONSES TO RAI COMMENTS ON  
CROSS FLORIDA BARGE CANAL RECREATIONAL ACCESS PERMIT 

COMMENT NUMBER: 3 

RAI NUMBER: LNP ERP RAI-003  

REQUESTING AGENCY: FDEP, Northeast District Office 

 

COMMENT:  

Please provide a copy of the executed upland easement that is required for this project.  

 

RESPONSE:  

As a public utility, the applicant is not required to provide satisfactory evidence of sufficient 
upland interest as a completeness item pursuant to Rule 18-21.004(3)(b), F.A.C. 
Negotiations with the Office of Greenways and Trails regarding the easement over the 
adjacent uplands are ongoing.  

 

ATTACHMENTS:  

None.  
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