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o Along the nofth boundary Qf the state forest, the corridor passes through several areas that
. have sfeen' much recent logging activity, mainly m the pine flatwood stands. Some cypress
"~ .domes have also been clearcut near the Sumter — Lake County line. Many of these cleared

‘_ areas are now being managed for forest regenetatipn.

The southern portion of the proposed corridor from the state forest to the proposed Kath- -
Ieean‘ubstation‘ is characterized by numerous cypress domes surrounded by improved
- pasture and relatively open pine flatwood stands. Some scattered agriculture occurs, with

bn‘e‘large field east of SR 471 irrigated by a gravity flow method.

“As th’é corridor trav'erses,-ythe‘ Withlacoo}:hee Stafe Forest, several campground access roads
are‘ éfossed. H'owever, the corridor does avoid :_many of the borrow pits now stocked for area

fishermén.'_Mnst of the land is forested, with occasional clearcut openings now in varying
‘ sfages of regehefatio’n. Wetlands in the corridor are usually associated with cypréss domes.

- Two permanent residences and several seasonal dwellings are located within one-half mile

o (0.8'~k‘ilotnet'eyr) of this portion of the proposed corridbr, though. none are situated within it.

“The State of Florida operates a weigh station and fish hatchery east of SR 471 in the forest,
- however, d}evelopment associated with the ha‘tchéry is over one-half mile frOm the corridor
- and thus will not _b'e adversely affected by the proposed project.

The state fo:fest itself is a dominant land use feature of the area, offering various recreational
- activities to the 'general public, including hunting, fishing, and camping. As these activities
are not incompatible With the‘ operations of a transmission line, the proposed project
N should_‘ not adversely affect such forest-orientéd recreational pursuits.

* Transportation arteries are another important Iand use feature. Most highways are situated
in the northern portion of the study area. In fact, from the state forest south to the proposed
Kathleen SubStation, there are no east-west roadways, while SR 471 is the only north-south

. artery. Field observations have revealed that SR .471 carries a considerable amotnt of



"To the north, the first east-west highway encountered is SR 50, approximately 2.0 miles

(3.2 kilometers) north of the proposed corridor. Other important highways in the vicinity of
, _the proposed corridor are State Routes 44, 468, the Sunshine State Parkway (Florida
. Turnpike), State- Routes 470, 48 and 469. The Seaboard Coast Line Railroad crosses the
study area twice, on a diagonal from northwest to southeast, and also from east to west
along SR 50. B '

‘ There are no airports or airfields under the jurlsdlctlon of the Florida Department of Trans-
' ‘portatxon Bureau of Aviation within or in prOX|m|ty to the proposed corridor. However,
one turf landing field, now abandoned is situated immediately north of the state fish
- _'hatchery in the W:thlacoochee State Forest. It is located approximately 3 300 feet (one
- kilometer) east of the proposed corridor. '

: “The only 4known_ p‘Iatted area is the previouély mentioned mobile home d‘evelopment pro-

posed for Section 12 northeast of Center Hill.gTh‘e site is presently zoned R-1-M Mobile
Home Residential (Figure 2-2) and would be classified as ““110 Residential”'acoording to
Level | L, The“ Florida Land Use and Cover Classification System.

Populatlon densmes range from approxnmately 41 persons per square mile in Sumter County
. to ‘over 254 persons per square mile in Pasco County (Table 2-1). However, these flgures are
for the counties as a whole and are not reflectlve of densities in the vicinity of and in the
proposed corridor, which are dominated by low levels of development, being primarily

forested and rural. The population is sparce and is expected to remain as such. Only in the
, i'ncorporated municipalities of Bushnell, Center Hill, Coleman, and Webster can any signifi-
" cant population concentrations be found. Estimated population (1978) for these communi-
“ties is:

Bushnell L 995
Center Hill 676
Coleman: cod 1.099
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As these areas are at least 1.3 miles (2.1 kllometers) from the proposed corrldor they
should not experience any adverse effects from the project. '

224 :'_Sensitive Areas

Several areas and features in the study area and in the various corridor alignments have been -
. |den>t|,f1ed as- sensmve ‘by local, regional and state agencies, as wel!l as through field recon-
na\issarnCe. VThey appear in Figure 2-5 and Table 2-2. Those which are located within or
- 'imm,ediatelyr adjacent' to the proposed corridor are addressed in further detail.

Spet_\:ifically tde}ntiﬁed sensitive areas inclode the Green Swamp Area of Critical State Concern
and the Withlacoochee State Forest (Figure 2-2). The proposed corridor parallels the
' defined t’:ritical ‘area of the Green Swamp north of the state fotest for approximately 3 miles
E (4 8 kllometers) but does not traverse any portion of it. The corridor also avoids SWFWMD-
owned land. ‘

Portlons of the state forest are crossed by and adjacent to the corridor. All of Sectlons 3 4,

9,19, 30 and 31, and portions of 21, 28 and 29 T. 23 S., R. 23 E. were formerly used as

, Army Air Forcealr-to-ground gunnery and bombl_ng\ impact areas during World War II.

‘, ‘These areas are classified as “restricted”” by the kDivision of Forestry, as there is a distinct

' possxbihty that live ordnance still exists dispite efforts by the military to decontaminate the

4 area. Potential ahgnments through these areas are possible, but cleanng and construction
actlvmes will need to be coordlnated with the :U S Army Corps of Engineers.

o Set/eral vareas 7°,f~ sensitive‘vegetation occurring in the forest were identified by Withlacoochee

State Forest personnel: a virgin stand of cypress (1), a hardwood hammock containing

scatterings of southern red cedar (2), and a small. sand ridge with associated vegetation (3).

" None of these areas falls within the proposed corridor, though the hardwood hammaock is
within one-half mile of it (Figure 2-5).
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