CHAPTER 5

!

~ ENVIRONMENTAL DATA COLLECTION

, '5'.1' ,GENERAL :
‘ . Collectron of data for this Appllcatnon utilized exsstmg sources. Pertinent information was
vreadlly available from the pubhc and private sector throughout the region and the state.
Therefore onglnal work in data. gathermg was deemed unnecessary except for one field
"mvestlgation tnp by the consultant and prehmmary investigations in proximity to the Little - ’
Gator Creek rookery :

Vanous mdlvnduals were mvolved with the preparatron of this Application, which included
‘data collectron and analysis for-their respective area of expertise. Disciplines represented
_ mcluded wrldllfe fisheries and plant biology; forestry, visual “analysis; land use/photo
' m|nterpretat|on archeology/hlstory, water quallty, hydrology/geology; engineering; and
- electrncal effects . , | ‘

i

~n addltlon to the usual tools utilized for data collectlon and analysis, i.e., USGS 7.5 minute

N quadrangle maps, Florida DOT county highway maps and 1979 and 1980 aerial photography,

color aerral video tapes of the proposed corridor and environs were available to the pro-

o ’ j ject team. FIown in the spring of 1980, the tapes enabled researchers to observe the prOposed

o corndor and |ts natural charactenstrcs from an aenal perspectwe They also offered views of

»rnaccesmble‘areas which otherwise would not havelbeen available during field investigations.

|
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52 DATACOLLECTION

~- Actual data collection involved three basic steps: (1) archive and literature search, (2)

~ agency contacts and personal communications, and (3) field investigations. Contacts were
made with ~numerous cpunty,'regional, state and fedferai?agenc’ies,'universities, and knowledge-
abie individuals (see Appendix B). Many of these ci:ontacts prOvided information unique to
" the local. environment and pertinent to the problems,encountered in the transmission line

route and corridor selection process. The disparate functions of the various agencies suggested

|
}
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that some would only be sources of mformatlon whlle others would be able to supply
pertlnent ideas about the kinds of information ' that should be considered. Thus, some

“meetings were |nformal and often resulted only in the acquisition of publications or docu-

o ments: Other meetmgs were more formal, such as with the Department of Envnronmental '

’ " 'located, and recorded for future reference.

Regulatlon “the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commrssnon and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, and involved a discussion of project plans The mformatlon as acquired was noted

{

Documents obtained were reviewed and ‘appropriatfe information was incorporated (on maps

: and in_text)‘ into this transmission line corridorfapplication. When deemed necessary or
:w,arra'nted,' collected _inforrnation and data interpreted from aerial photography was cross-

‘ ‘checked and ground-truthed through field investigations. These data collection and agency

" contacts were an ongoing process up to the time of final draft application preparation.

HEach of the vanous ‘corridor optlons was fleld mspected Observattons were made as to
. ’ex1st|ng condmons .and potential problems and confhcts with the proposed project. Field-
- work was conducted on pubhc lands and along roadways and was coordinated with data
presented and illustrated on USGS quadrangle maps and with 1979 aerial photography ,
Field notes were then used to refine collected and'mapped data, and to readjust portions of -
corridor alignments. On-site verification of data was incorporated. into the project prior to
»the invent'ory of land use and -cover classifidationsin the proposed corridor (based on
The Florida Land Use and Cover Classification System A Techn/ca/ Report Level | for land
' use and Level IIl for vegetatlon) , 3

i
i

: Upon completlon of the apphcatlon FPC will contmue to communlcate with the Florida
‘ Department of Agnculture and Consumer Servnces Division of Forestry, regarding main-
- tenance and management of right-of-way in the Wlthlacoochee State Forest.

5.2.1 Water"
No speéific rneasurements were made for backgrodnd:, physical and chemical parameters of
'surface Water and groundWaters in the study area ‘or the proposed corridor. Existing infor-

rmatlon as presented in Sections 2.2.7.1 and 2. 2 7. 2 was considered suitable to address

N Section 2. 7 and |mpacts to water (if any) are expected to be mlmmal
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522 Ecology .

The presence’ and distribution of wildlife and’ plant species reported in Section 2.2.8 was
. determmed for the most part from published: records and from personal commumcatlons
'with' local authorltles These are cited, where appllcable in the section. Additionally, fleld
reconnaissance . was undertaken at selected sites throughout the corridor. Selection of the
V' VSItes was based on the presence of typical or sensmve/umque habitats. These habitats were
: determlned by ‘evaluating aenal photography, USGS quadrangle maps, and discussions with
the prewously ‘mentioned local authorities. F|eld reconnalssance consisted of qualitative
observatlons only, that is, no collections were made of plant or animal specimens, except
"’where ‘deemed necessary to confirm ldentlflcatlon Such collections involved only animal
remains, (i.e., skulls or skeletons) or mdwldual plants Further mformatnon on selectlon of

fleld study srtes and actlvmes is presented in Sectlon 2.2.8.
5;2.3 Noise

As the proposed corrldor does not include, or pass near, any developed residential areas,
amblent noise levels were not determined. Noise lmpacts from construction. activity to

individual resldences though temporary and short-term in duration, are addressed in Sections k
3. 6 and 3. 7 '
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'CHAPTER 6
N

* VARIANCES, EXCEPTIONS, EXEMPTIONS
i

Ext:ept’ as OtheMise' stated in this Certification ‘Application, there would not be other
fvanances exceptlons or exemptions. required for the transmission line if the transmission '
,Ime was not subject to the Transmission Line Siting Act. Any varlance exceptlon or exemp-
‘, tion whlch would otherwxse be required would be for the constructlon and operatlonal

‘ phase of the transm:ssmn Ime
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'APPENDIX A

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY OF THE PROPOSED CORRIDOR



IMAGE QUALITY

AS YOU’-‘REVIEW THE NEXT FEW PAG ES,
~ PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ORIGINAL
DOCUMENT WAS OF POOR QUALITY.
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7 APPENDIX%B :
N CONSULTATION AND COORDIhiAfION WITH OTHERS
‘ The“folléwfng ‘agenCievs Aand individuals were contacted and/or provided input during Vthe ,
.- preparation of the Central Florida — Kathleen SQO kV Application for Certification of a -
.- Proposed Electrical T_r’an‘smiss‘ion,Corridor for the Florida Power Corporation.
FEDERAL ﬁ R .
.Deparfmént éf Agriculture'
o ‘Fét;és_t Research Station, Tallahaséeé
-Soil Conséwétion ServiCé ; - : Gray Roane
Department of Cotn!ﬁerce ‘ |
: Btyjlreéu‘ of the Cehsus o | ‘ S ~James C. Jones -
Deba&ment of thg.lnte"riqrby" B !

'Fish and Wildlife Service

| Atlanta ' Andrew F. Robinson, Jr.
Jacksonville " Gail Baker
‘ o Larry Goldman

o Don Palmer
STATE -

Departmeht of A'griéulture and Consumer Services

 Division of Forestry : A George A. Allbritton
R N o ‘Roy Clardy
Ray Gieger
George Montgomery
~ Division of Plant Industry o ; " Kenneth R. Langdon
‘ D_epartment' of;Crom“m‘unit'y Affaifs' ‘ , 'Sara Golinveaux

- Sharon Rauch



" Department of Environmental Regulation

Department of Natural Resources '
Department of State

Division of Archives, History and
Records Management

‘Department of Transportation -

~ Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission

“Public Service Commission
REGIONAL

'Central‘ Florida Regional Planning Council

' East Central Florida Regional Planning Council

" Southwest Florida Water Management District

Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council

~ Karen Anthony

Buck Oven
Suzanne P. Walker .

Duane Bradford

-Janice Bordelon

Rowan Commer-Tesar

. George W. Percy
- Rolla Queen

Chuck Allen

Gary Cink

- Bill Kuyper

Ed McNeely
Martin Stone

Herb Zebeth

Robert Barbee
L. Carlton Chappell

- Stephen B. Fickett, Jr.

Vic Heller
Randy Kautz

. Anne B. Shapiro

Margaret Meeter

James Duane
Ken Ford

Bob Keating

P. M. Dooris
Bob Evans

. Robert Haight -

Manual Lopez

~Marcia K. Penman .

John Rickerson
Theodore Rockow

Ann Harter
Michael P. McKinley -

~ Scott Wilson



Withlacoochee Regional Planning Council -

~ COUNTY

~ Hernando Couhty :

Department of Development, Planning and Z'o‘ning

Lake Cou,’ri"’cy ' 7
. Plahnirig Commission’
: PéscokCc‘)unty, B
Planning-and Zo’ning‘ Department
Pbllk County
" Building and Zoning Codes
‘Division of Development Coordination
Sumt»er'Countv o
_Planning, 'Zoning and Building Division
OTHERS |

 Florida State University

- University of Florida

" Richard Harris

Jackson Sullivan

" Vivian A. Whittier

Larry Jennings

" E. Lynn Mosura
" Vicki Scott

Jérry Grief
Larry Schuster

Jim Edwards
Rod Pomp

Mark Bishop

" Arlene Clark

- Merle Bishop

George Stahlman
Kenneth L. Ackett |

Peter Krafft
James Stoutamire
Mark-Bfown '
Tony Jensen

Walter S. Judd
Kent Perkins =



University of South Florida

" Bushnell

St. VPevtersb‘urg ,,'

B-4

- Ray Williams

Richarqunderii'n L

Vernon Berry
Broward Miller -

" Harry Piper
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SPECIES RANGE MAPS
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Cooley’s Justicia (Justicia cooleyi) _
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SOURCE: . )
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Endangered Plants and Animals.
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" Florida Willow (Salix floridana)

Lc’p-\". .

Ocala Vetch (Viéia ocalensis) B
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- Fiorida Committee on Rare an
Endangered Plants and-Animals.
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WOOD STORK: (MYCTERIA AMERICANA)

" & 19721975 Breeding Colonies
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EASTERN INDIGO SNAKE (DRYMARCHON CORAIS COUPER!)
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Active Nests in 1972-1975
» {Mostly 19731974 Breeding Season)

SOUTHERN BALD EAGLE (HALIAEETUS L. LEUCOCEPHALUS)

- SOURCE: :
. Florida Committee on Rare and
Endangered Plants and Animals.




+ Numerous Colonies

" AMERICAN KESTREL (FALCO SPARVERIUS PAULUS)
T {Breeding Range)

Historic Range" .
Present. Range (1967:1976). ; /
One to several Colonies . N - -

(i ey g

FLORIDA SCRUB JAY (APHELOCOMA COERULESCENS COERULESCENS)

SOURCE: ,
Florida Committee on Rare and
Endangered Plants and Animals.
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Florida Panther
(Felis concolor coryi}

w7

Actual specimen’ records

Localities of-the five positive panther records in Fiorida from 1967 .

’through 1975. There are a large -number. of credible but unsup-
. ported reports from Collier County
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Literature ‘md Specimen 'Records, 1887-1974

! FLORIDA MOQUSE (PEROMYSCUS FLORIDANUYS)

SOURCE:
- Florida Committee on Rare and
Endangered Plants and Animals.
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a IN.RE!T“FLORIDA POWER CORPORATION

f N
‘(1980 Supp ), and Chapter l7 l7 Florlda Admlnlstratlve Code,

to’ con51der the appllcatlon of Florlda Power Corporatlon\fof

'iCentral Florlda-to-Kathleen SOO'kV transm1551on llne.ki?u

ffproper notlce, thlS certlflcatlon hearlng was held on Decembe

;testlmony and ev1dence concernlng whether the locatlon and

'fwelfare, and effect a reasonable balance between the need
ngnerQY,'and the env1ronmental 1mpact.v

‘x,certlflcatlon hear1ng~-‘}u;.gfpf},j:ltf‘

o mental Regulation

Off;ce of General Counsel

STATE OF “FLORIDA -
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINbs

l'-’.‘C

- .CENTRAL FLORIDA-TO- KATHLEEV
- TRANSMISSION LINE CORRIDOR
SITE CERTIFICATION APPLICATION

T

:nt‘_ o Frmea e ¢+

Case”No,_8I5;1l3'

A , i -

%

'FINDINGS OF FACT CONCLUSIONS
o OF LAW AND RECOMMENDED ORDER

Thls proceedlng was held pursuant to the Transmlsvlon L

Llne Sltlna Act Sectlons 403 52 im 403 536 Florlda“Statutes

site. certlflcatlon of a 500 kV transm1551on 11ne runnlngfbetween
nﬁ?Central Florlda Substatlon in Sumter County and the prop”Ih‘

iffKathleen Substatxonﬁln Polk.County.‘ Thls llne has been de51gnated as:

1

[

and ll 1981 1n Bushnell Florlda, for the purpose of rece;

tenance of the proposed transmLSSLon llne corrldor, and the f]
:{constructlontof the . transm1551on llnes, w1ll produce mlnlmal

'Iadverse effects on the env1ronment and publlc health safety,;andﬁ

forhthe"

Lf;fac1llty as a means of prov1d1ng abundant low-cost electrlcal e

'The follow1ng partles entered appearances at theZVth

'} l Appllcant Florlda Power Corporatlon (FPC)

2., Florlda Department of Env1ronmental
o Regulatlon (DER) :



?:7ﬂw§Florida’Department of Agriculture
: g‘_and Consumer Serv1ces, DlVlSlOn of
']Forestry, : o

“ 8. Southwest Florlda Water Management .
. Dlstrlct (SWFWMD) ; and

'-;Q;Igc ‘M. Overstreet. and B.. K Overstreet
-+ his w1fe.;

’Hav1ng con51dered all testlmony and ev1dence pro—

'{;perly admltted hav1ng heard argument of counsel and belng

'T”fotherw1se fully apprlsed hereln, the fOllOWlng Flndlngs of FaCt"

~?Conc:u510ns of Law, and Recommended Order are entered kl”

Shen i L -',FINDJIN‘GS"- OF FACT
The proposed transmlss1on 11ne corrldor is for the

if“purpose of locatlng a 500 kV transm1s51on llne to prov1de dlS'

-”hfperslon of the addltlonal power generated at the Crystal Rlverﬁ,‘

ijElectrlc Power Plant when- Unlt 5 becomes operatlonal in the -
:-'fourth,quarter of 1984. The northern termlnus of the corrldorh
’Tls 1nVSumter County at. the Central Florida Substatlon, locatedﬁ_;rfv
!flmmed;ately south of State Road 44 in. Sectlon 24 Townshlp 19
‘fSouth Range 23 East The southern termlnus of the corrldor 1s

Lin” Polk County at the proposed Kathleen Substatlon, to be located

""north of U S nghway 98 in elther Sectlon ‘8 or l7 Townshlp 26

'17“South Range 23 East., | The length of the corrldor ‘is approxrmately
43 mlles.fgn;;"h | | Y : o

The purpose of the corrldor 1s to provrde a’ 190 foot

'lfkiivw1de rlght—ofeway for a 500 kV transmlss1on llne constructed upon e

v f;steel lattlce guyed V structures and four legged self supportlng

”':the structureS“of 1, 200 feet

g=steel lattlce tower structures, w1th an- approx1mate span between

;§»j Pursuant to the requlrements of Sectlon 403 537 Florlda




5,(2)_rThe propostd transm1s51on llne will
- improve the avaﬂlabllllty of low-cost:
. €electric energy w1th1n the State of
‘Florlda. e

- (3) The Central Florlda Substatlon and the
proposed Kathleen Substation are the
- appropriate startlng and endlng p01nts of -
' the transm1551on’llne.

The Publlc Servlce Comm1551on then determlned that the proposed
y transmlsSLOn llne is needed ['
4, Notlce of the flnal certlflcatlon hearlng was pub—

llshed on. October 9 1981 “in the Leesburg Commerc1al a dally

newspaper publlshed at Leesburg in Lake County, Florlda, and on. .

October 11 1981, 1n The Ledger, a dally newspaper publlshed at

Lakeland in Polk’ County, Florlda.v k o - |
s ’1_5}' For ‘the purposes of thls Recommended Order, the‘ -

'u'corrldor for whlch FPC seeks - certlflcatlon w1ll be broken down:

fllnto three segments - the North‘Corrldor Segment the Central

: Corrldor Segment “and the South Corrldor Segment The entlre;”
corrldor for whlch FPC seeks certlflcatlon 1s deplcted on'"*”

Attachment l hereto. The segments are generally descrlbed as ;,1

follows-4' } | | | 7 ’
'&’;id(i) The North Corrldor Segment beglns at the Central
’Florlda Substatlon and contlnues to the northeast corner of the
Wlthlacoochee State Forest and 1s 2 600 feet w1de-’ ‘ :

“nrz~ff]Tﬂhf12) The Central Corrldor Segment beglns at the north-~v

'ih‘east cornervof the Wlthlacoochee State Forest and goes to a | .

-L

p01nt Wthh is the southeast corner of Sectlon 8 Townshlp 25 South;

Range 23 East whlch lS generally'Z mlles east of State Road’47l and'ffﬁf

L south of the Wlthlacoochee Rlver, and 3fe‘_‘f:edf“';;”§ﬁff
wfd(3) The South Corrldor Segment beglns at’ the termlnatlon
of the Central Corrldor Segment and contlnues to the proposed

Kathleen Substatlon north of U s chhwav 98m~



:meet‘the requlrements for ‘site certlflcatlon under the

tTransm1551on Line Site: Certlflcatlon Act. However, a dlspute

ﬁex1sts between the partles w1th regard to the certlflcatlon
.l;of the Central Corrldor Segment as: proposed by FPC vi

: ‘The Appllcant -the Department of Agrlculture and

JConsumer Serv1ces, DlVlSlOn of Forestry, the - Department of

_;Natural Resources, the Florlda Department of Transportatlon

;and C M Overstreet, et ux., argue in favor of the Central
ks

:Corrldor Segment ‘as: proposed by FPC ‘ The Department of Env1ron-5*'

lpmental Regulatlon has proposed an alternatlve allgnment to the

!Central Corrldor Segment for whlch FPC seeks Slte certlflcatlon

*For purposes of this Recommended Order, this proposal by DER shall

be referred to as the “DER Proposed Corrldor. ' The Florlda Game

"Niyand Fresh Water Flsh Commlss1on and the Florida Department of

drr,Veteran and Communlty Affalrs argue in favor of” the DER Proposed»,

P

;Corrldor.

T JThe ‘DER Proposed Corrldor beglns at the northeast .[?J
7corner of the Wlthlacoochee State Forest and, proceedlng in ar -
'lwesterly dlrectlon, the . corrldor parallels the northern boundary'
7 :of the Wlthlacoochee State Forest and crosses North Grade Road
‘qufter approx1mately 6 mlles (lO kllometers), the corrldor R
thcrosses SR 471 and the thtle Wlthlacoochee Rlver,.enters t
7lHernando County, and turns due south enterlng the Wlthlacoochee-
DState Forest Proceedlng south on the west slde of Route 471 |

che corrldor crosses an unnamed dlrt road 1n Sectlon l (Hernando

wflylfCountY), Rlchloam Clay Slnk Road and Center Grade Road,,enters
°Pasco County 3 mlles (4 8 kllometers) south of the thtle

lethlacoochee Rlver cr0531ng, and crosses unnamed roads in




southwest corner of Sectlon 6, Eownship 25 Southf Range 23 East,
where lt turns east southeasterly to go along: the north=-
easterly 51de of a stralght line- connectlng the southwest
ycorner of Sectlon 6 Townshlp 25 South Range 23 East and the
northeast corner of Sectlon l7,'Townsh1p 25 South, Range 23 East
where lt jOlnS the southern segment ThlS southeastern dlagonal
'allgnment crosses the Wlthlacoochee River in the v1c1n1ty of
'Trall Ford Brldge and enters ‘Polk County. Thlsucorrldor'ls :
: 1, 000 feet w1de. o
18;' The" Department of Env1ronmental Regulatlon has also
vproposed» .as: a second alternatlve to the'Central Corrldor Segment

¥ i

“deflectlons of that Central Corrldor Segment in the area of Bayroot
,Slough and Cross Creek Swamp;¢ Eor the purposes of thls Recommendedv‘
B Order this proposal w1ll be referred to as the “DER Preferred
;Alternate Corrldor.“i The DER Preferred Alternate Corrldor is the
.j;same as the Central Corrldor Segment proposed by FPC except that
fthe Central Corrldor Segment is routed around Bayroot Slough and
Cross Creek Swamp as follows-~ B ;» | o | - |
.ﬁ”,17(ll The Bayroot Slough bypass beglns at the
) northeastern corner of Sectlon 12 Townshlp 23 South Range 23 East
)and parallels on the south of a llne from that p01nt to the south—
'“west corner at the same sectlon, hence lt parallels on the east a
fkllne from that p01nt to the northeast corner of. Sectlon 24 AThlSt
rl'bypass corrldor 1s 190 feet w1de. i B | ’ | C g A
| | ”; (21 The Cross Creek Swamp bypass beglns at the northeast :
fi;corner‘of the southeastern quarter‘of the southeastern quarter of 2
bl'Sectlon 32 Townshlp 24 South Range 23 East and parallels on the

lnorthern 51de of a southwesterly llne from that pornt to the north—‘l,

- east corner of the scuthwestern quarter of the southeastern quarter'

e o R



9;1 The land uses in the North Corridor Segment consist

primarily of agricultural uses, improved pasture, orange .groves,
: rowrcrops andcsomeahardwood'hammockst"The prevalentcland uses
_ *lnathat part:ofhthe»central~Florida Segment_within'the Withla-
‘:;coOChee State-forest'are timher management‘and'gametmanageﬁent.
’d‘Tﬁe-prevalent land uses within that part of the Central Florida

lsegment southcof.the;Withlacoochee-State Forest are private

‘ﬁs;timber-managenent and‘cattle operations | |
| 'jaldy The DER Proposed Corrldor and the. Central Corrldor

“'5?ESegment ,south of - the Wlthlacoochee State Forest arevcomposed

vvrdrajgof approx1mately the same types and amounts of wetland and

'ﬂgforested areas, The proposed corridor in the Central Corridor

:ii;Segment crosses two large wetland systems, Cross Creek Swamp
H:pand Bayroot Slough
7}‘ll The ‘entire’ corrldor proposed by the Applicant contalns
‘;}iiapprox1mately l lOO acres of cypress wetland =Alterlng'thejhr

“TQFPC corrldor in ‘the manner suggested by DER 1n -the DER Droposed o

V{_;Corrldor would increase the cypress wetland acreage encompassed

fibv the corrldor to 1,300 acres. A similar comparlson of the"

ir?two corrldors w1th regard to fresh water marsh indicates
”7that the DER Proposed Corrldor would ‘reduce the acreage of
qlpfresh water marsh encompassed by the corrldor from 800 acres

'-'tln the FPC corrldor to 600 acres., Both corridors contalnxr'

”’[,51mllar amounts of fresh water swamp

r‘12 There are three large wetland systems in the FPC Proposed

“Corrldor They ‘are: Bayroot Slough DeVllS Creek Swamp,'and Cross

idff,Creek Swampvvaayroot Slough is aPPr°X1mat91Y 34 600 acres 1n area,_

g‘;fxxDev1ls Creek Swamp 1s 8 800 acres 1n area and Cross Creek Swamp,;,



constructed in the area by the Southwest Florlda Water Manaoe-‘
ment DlStrlCt Thls.access/malntenance'road’would require the
fllllng of approx1mately 9 acres; or one- tenth of one percent,

of Devils Creek Swamp. In BaQrootfslough and Cross Creek Swamp ,.

- as well as all other major wetland areas, w1th the exceptlon

of Dev1ls Creek Swamp, the Appllcant proposes to use keyhold flllS

"for"the placement of its towers and tOjleave»the‘span betweend

towers open with no placement”of“fill These'construction

;technlques are. de31gned to. pegmlt sheet.flow to contlnue in a near
_natural state, thus mlnlmlzlng adverse 1mpact on those wetland
'areas., In Bayroot Slough ‘approx1mately six acres,'or less than_v
two—tenths of one percent ‘are proposed to be fllled in connectlon :
:w1th_constructlon'of the subjectjl;ne. In Cross Creek Swamp, approx15r
mately four'acres, or less thanffouretenths'of‘one percent»ofithe
, total swamp'area,vwili:be fillednfor the:construction of an access/
"malntenance road.. | | AN

| | 13. The ‘DER Proposed Corrldor would requlre’approkl-,
mately four addltlonal mlles of transmlss1on llne than. would the cor-l
‘rldor proposed by FPC. That wouldrlncrease the cost of constructlon
of the transmlss1on llne from - approx1mately $23, 174 000.00 to
,4$25 824, OOO OO Thus, the DER Proposed Corrldor would cost
| $2,650, 000 OO ‘more to construct than would the corrldor proposed :
‘by the Appllcant , The DER Preferred Alternate Corrldor, whlch,f
contalns deflectlons around Bayroot Slough and Cross Creek Swamp,‘
'would requlre approx1mately 87 mlles more transm1s51on llne than-
(*would the FPC Proposed Corrldorxand because of that addltlonal i
T‘length and the number of turnlng angles necessary, would cost

"7approx1mately sl 344 000 OO more to construct than would the,ﬂg



25, 000 acres inVsize.' Approx1mately 96 acres would be cleared
fand l9 acres filled w1th the constructlon of a transmlsSLOn line
‘ along the’ corrldor proposed by the: Appllcant |

115- The rlght—of-way requlred for the proposed 500 kV
transm1551on line will. measure 190 feet in w1dth. The.transmlss1on
llne w1ll consist of one 51ngle circuit 500 kV line. The basic
ﬂstructure type selected for the proposed transmission line is a
steel lattlce guyed V. ~Thls ‘structure will be~used to support

p the conductors on stralght portlons of the line. At angles in the

ip-ltransm1551on llne, the conductors w1ll ‘be! supported by a. four—legged

'h‘;g'self-supportlng steel lattice tower. These angle,structures‘are

“':51gn1flcantly more expen51ve than the steel lattice guyed V structures.

7{The structures will be constructed of steel angle sections and will

"~ffbe galvanlzed The;guyiw1res for the guyed,V structure will be

‘elthErjaluminum—coated steel cable or an aluminum cable'ﬂWith;an

'approkimate diameter of 1. 0 to 2.0 inches. A four- legged self—

“**5Qfsupport1ng steel lattlce structure may be used on some stralght

i:ﬁlportlons of the transm1551on line . where requlred due to 3011 con— -

‘H*Fdltlons, clearances, or other englneerlng or envmronmental con-
'Q<51deratlons. The structures w1ll support a SLngle three—ohase
‘alternatlng current SOOVOOO volt c1rcu1t~- Three conductors w1ll
N be- 1ncluded 1n each phase, resultlng in a total of nine conductors

"‘for the c1rcu1t - The structure also supports two overhead ground

i:f_w1res which protect ‘the circuit from llghtnlng strlkes  The

'*Qfljconductor w1ll be supported in the structure by 1nsulator and

fgf{hardware assemblles.; A typlcal foundatlon for the guyed v structure

"figw11l be a cast—ln place relnforced concrete foundatlon i Guy w1res

“”flw1ll be attached The angle structure w1ll be supported on cast—



'Construction'of the~érahsmission‘line‘will be
done'in:three phases;h The first.phase will consist of
‘clearlng the rlght—of—way and access/malntenance road con-
~.structlon. The second phase w1ll consist of constructlon
of the tdwers, and the*thlrd«phase w1ll}con51st'of the
actual strlnglng of the conductors. |

16. Because of the very small amount. of the total
aqulfer recharge area proposed to be filled by the Appllcant
there w1ll be no 51gn1f1cant‘adverse 1mpact to aqulfer recharge
capabllltles because of the constructlon of the transmlsSLOn
_ E ‘ ,

llne;"\ |

.’ 17; ‘If constructed with an’ adequate amount of

culvertlng, the access/malntenance roads proposed to be con;

structed by the Appllcant w1ll not SLgnlflcantly affect the

surface regrme 1n the areas w1thrn the FPC‘Proposed Corridor..
l8. OutSLde of the 190 foot transm1531on llne

rlght of-way there will be essentlally no change in ex1st1ng

- vegetation. Wlthln the 190 foot rlght—of way,'only the 1n51de

"'150 feet will be cleared w1th the outer 20 feet on each side

belng cleared only of “danger“ trees, that is, trees that mlght
»fall on to- the llne because they are dlseased dead or leaning
toward the llne.k:
| _19;r‘Benthic:organlsms1(microsdopic,Jmicroinvertebrates,1
whlch are aguatlc organlsms on the lower levels . of the food chain)
could be adversely impacted 1f the wetland they lnhablt is re—1‘
latlvely small compared tO-the~amount'of flll requlred ln~that

wetland for the constructlon act1v1t1es assoc1ated w1th the

transmlss;on,llne,f If the wetland 1s relatlvely large, however,



thefFPCtProposed“Corridor.
| 20. No evidence was presented to establish any
fadVerse impact by construction of'a.transmissioh line to
1upland’wildlife7habitat or upland wildlifelspeciestwith the
rexception of the American wood stork."AlthOughvthe evidenCe
_did establish that oonstruction of a transmission line
through'wetland‘wildli£e~habitat could adversely affect some
‘wildlife speoies within that habitat, the evidehce did not
estahlish-that_the,extent'of such'anfimpact‘on,ahybspeoies would
‘(hemsignifioaht:in either;the FPC»Proposedséorridor,~the,DER
Proposeddéorridor or the DER Preferred Alternate Corridor}
| 21. Witnesses for the Department of Environmental
:Regﬁlation and the Florida Game and‘Fresh'Water Fish Commission
expressed a concern that placement of a transm1551on line in the
f FPC Proposed Corridor will allow increased human access to the“
'iilarge wetland areas w1th1n that corrldor.' The ev1dence con=—
”ViSLdered overall however, does not establlsh that placement of f
ufa transm1551on line in the FPC Proposed Corridor . will in fact
'result in any 51gn1f1cant increased human access to the large
‘wetland areas w1th1n that corrldor or that such access per se
would result 1n some 31gn1f1cant adverse env1ronmental 1mpact.
o ~22;' In order to attenuate potentlal flood damage |
'valong tne Wlthlacoochee River; the Southwest Florida Water
""Management Dlstrlct proposes the constructlon of a levee to
"vacapture and hold 25—year and greater storm events in head-
~ywater areas of the Wlthlacoochee Rlver. This is an ong01hg
;f‘?ﬁprOJect of SWFWMD whlch at best is several years from constructlon

sﬁfTIn the area of Dev1ls Creek Swamp, the Central Corrldor Segment

'*Vproposed by the Appllcant would co—locate Fhe Erancamicas an



m1n1m121ng effect outlined above. 'However,~because of the
prospectlve nature of the SWFWMD progect the ultimate co-
location of the transm1331onr;1ne and the SWFWMD 1evee.is too -
;speculative to assign muchvwefcht to its ‘significance. |

23, Should-a transmission line be placed adjacent to
,Highwayf47l oy proposedvasranfaiternative'by the Department of
Environmental'Regulation,isome of.that transmission line would
cross property which is: 1ntended for res1dent1al development by
its owners. rh .dbr- E é', |

24, The Florlda Department of Agrlculture and Consumer
-Affarrs, DlVlSlon of Forestry, has 1nd1cated its hope that the
_allgnment of the transmlsSLOn corrldor as proposed by the Appli-
cant in the area of the Wlthlacoochee State Forest would provide
a flre break beneflcral ‘to the D1v131on for forest management
purposes. |

25, There are three endangered spec1es to whlch spe01al
‘attentlon should be pald w1th‘regard to the constructlon of a
transm1551on line and a55001a%ed-fa01lltles. These are the
‘ scrub jay, the red—cockaded woodpecker, and the:wood stork
The scrub ]ay is found in- vegetatlon typlcally less
_than 25 feet tall so that except for tower placement, Ascrub jay;
habltat w1ll,be essentlally unaffected, The Appllcant has agreed’
Vto a Condltlon of Certlflcatlon to further protect the scrub jay_
and its habltat by avomdlng colonles where found or by leavrng

_,the oak scrub in place under the wrres.;

The redacockaded<woodpecker nests and roosts in mature:
and over-mature pines. Such trees may occur within the proposed

corridor. To protect. colonies that mav exist. a survev . needs to



None of'thefproposed corridors cross a known wood
stork;rookery. However, a former rookery exists at Clay
. 8ink wadlng bird site and will probably again become a rookery
“ln the future when favorable conditions again exist. ‘The FPC
'ProposedJCorrldor is more than a mile from any known wood stork
'rookery which should eliminate any significant adverse impact
on such a site..

.26; A 500 kV transmission line is an extra hlgh
;r_voltage'line. The hlghest electrlcal field strength directly

‘underneath theaproposedACentral Florlda-to—Kathleen 500 kv

Atransmissionoiinerattground‘level will be less than 10,000
volts.per‘meter,randnthe field strength will diminish with distance
fromgthe line.. The magnetic field associated with the proposed‘
‘transmission line~will be less than 0.5 gauss. Testlmony and
ev1dence establlshes that the electrlc and magnetic fleld forces

'-encountered 1n the v1c1n1ty of the transm1551on line at ground

f-level w1ll have essentlally no blologlcal effect and will be

gno stronger than 51m11ar forces encountered in the normal course
-of modern‘dally life.

| Because of the size of the coénductors to be~usedcon
"the,proposed transmission line, the ozone produced hy that line
will be negligible.and will be well below the maximum ozone

concentratlon level (O 12 ppm) recommended by the Unlted States

k‘».,ijnv1ronmental Protectlon Agency. Durlng fa1r~weather, the line

""w1ll be v1rtually SLlent During wet weather,'when the con-'

hductors are wet the noise level will be approx1mately 38 4dBA at
ftne edge of the rlght of-way. This is a low noise level. At

locathns,near;the,edge}of the right-of-way, some interference



27- Except as otherw1se notlced in the Findings.
of Fact hereln, the testlmony,and ev1dence in this cause
restabllshes that the proposed transm1551on line, if con-
:structed along a rlght—of—way in the corridor as proposed by
the Appllcant pursuant to the Condltlons of Certlflcatlon,
would‘have nO'51gn1f1cantﬂadverse_effect on'the'envlronment,ff
public health ‘Safetytor»welfare."Similarly,-neither the ﬁER'

N

Proposed Corridor nor the DER preferred Alternate Corrldor
bl

x )

‘_ would have any 51gn1f1cant adverse effect on the env1ronment,v
1publlc health safety or welfare. The ev1dence does not establlsh

that . the two alternatlve corrldors proposed by DER would have an

'apprec1ably reduced effect on the env1ronment publlc health

' (

‘safety or welfare. The ev1dence does establlsh as set. forth in

Paragraph 13 above, that the two DER alternatlves would be sig=

nificantly more expens1ve to construct than would the FPC proposed'p

corrldor, | | ,

- 28.h The corridor as proposed by FPC and deplcted on -
Appendlx l is 2 600 feet w1de from its startlng point at the
dex1stlng Central Florlda Substatlon to the northeast corner of
Sectlon l Townshlp 23 South Range 23 East, also the northeast
corner of the Wlthlacoochee State-Forest. At that p01nt the
icorridorlnarrows to l;OOOhfeet‘andvcontinueS“to proceedrsoutherly
immedlatelykWest of the'Sumter/hake Countylline.k At a‘point
eldentlfled as the northeast corner of Sectlon l Townshlp 24 South
':Range 23 EastA the corrldor narrows to 500 feet and proceeds in
:a southwesterly dlrectlon w1th 250 feet on elther 51de of a llne
running from the‘northeast corner of Section l,gTownshlp 24,South,

- Range 23,East, to the southwestlcorner.of Section 4, Township 24



narrows to 1, OOO feet and. proceeds dlrectly south 1mmed1ately

- west of the SWFWMD west. property llne to the proposed Kathleen

thubstatlon site. -

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

',29- ThlS proceedlng was held pursuant to the

‘pyTransm1531on Line Siting Act, Sectlons 403.52 - 403.536,

_ Florida Statutes (1980 Supp.), and Chapter 17-17, Florida

‘Administrative Code.

30.. Notlce in accordance w1th Chapter 403 and

Chapter 120, Florlda Statutes, and Chapter 17-17, Florida

fAdmlnlstratlve Code, has been glven to- all persons -and parties

"!entltled thereto, as- well as:, to the general publlc.
31. The purpose of thlS 51te certlflcatlon hearlng

‘was to recelve testlmony and ev1dence concernlng whether the

'_locatlon and malntenance of the transm1551on line corridor and

,Athe‘ constructlon of the transm1531on lines with pertlnent

”ffmalntenance, will produce minimal adverse effects on the env1ron—

"”‘ment and publlc health safety and welfare, and to fully balance

:;the need for transm1551on lines with the broad 1nterest of the
-publlc ln order to effect a reasonable balance between the need
.¥for the fac1llty as. a ‘means of prov1d1ng abundant low—cost
;relectrlcal energy, and the env1ronmental 1mpact resultlng from
’ffthe constructlon of the llne and the locatlon and malntenance of
.fthe corrldor.h‘i | )
| ﬂéé-f The record of this hearlng consxsts of all pleadlngs
iand papers flled hereln, 1nclud1ng the 51te certlflcatlon apoll-
'ticatlon as. amended the transcrlpt of all hearlngs, all orders
“p”entered by the Hearlng Offlcer, and all ev1dence and exhlblts

‘lproperly admltted to the record

33.3 Sectlon 403 526(6), Florida Statutes (19830 Supp ),

'}_requlres the Florlda Game and Fresh Water Fish Comm1351on to



‘34, Section 403 526(3), Florlda Statutes (1980 Supp ).

l

- requires that the Florida Department of Natural Resources prepare

a report as to the impact of each proposed transmiss10n line

Vor corridor on matters Wlthln ltS jurisdlction. Such a report’
was timely made, submitted and introduced into eVidence. That
report is included in the Department of Env1ronmental Regulation s

report.
- i

_ : |I‘ _
35. The Southwes Florida Water Management District

it
E

is required by Section 403, 526(4), Florida Statutes (1980 Supp ),

B to submit a report w1th regard to the impact on water resources
of the proposed corrldor. That water management district has
timely submltted such a report, and 1t is 1ncluded in the Depart—'
‘ment of EnVironmental Regulation S report...: |

' 36 The report of the Department of Veteran and.

Community Affalrs required by Sectlonr4Q3.526(5), FlorldavStatUtes
p(lQSO'Supp ), as‘to:the impact of the proposedutransmission line e
or corridor. on land use and other matters w1thin its jurisdiction
r‘was tlmely made, submitted and introduced into eVidence.. That
’report is 1nc1uded in the Department of Env1ronmental Regulatlon S
report. R S %‘ E E i . .

| f37; Thefreport of the;Deoartment of Environmental

Regulation required by Section 403 526(2), ‘Florida Statutes (1980

'fSupp ), as to the impact of the proposed transmiss1on line or
corridor as itrrelates to matters withinkthe Department;s
jurisdiction‘was timelypmade,fsuhmitted, and introduced into
‘evidence. | o |

38. Need for thefsubject transmission line has



1 39»} The Condltlons of Certlflcatlon proposed by the
Department of Env1ronmental Regulatlon and attached hereto
as’ Attachment II have been agreed to by the Appllcant w1th
one exceptlon At the behest of the Florida Game and Fresh
Water Fish CommlsSLOn, a Condltlon of Certlflcatlon with
regard to red cockaded woodpeckers has been proposed as follows:
Prlor to ROW 51t1ng, all sandhills and flat-
woods in the corridor shall be surveyed for the
- possible occurrence of red-cockaded woodpeckers
and colony trees. If woodpeckers or such trees
‘are..found, the- permittee shall notify the Florida
. Game and. Fresh Water Fish Commission and the ROW
L shall be routed:around the woodpecker colony
Because of the significantly increased cost of constructing a
transmission line that contains turning angles versus a straight
line ’1t is concluded that such a Condltlon of Certification is

not reasonable. rRather, it would be reasonable to lnclude a

‘=»Cond1tlon of Certification with regard to red-cockaded woodpeckersh

‘3jasnfollows:

Prior to rlght of-way siting, all sandhills and
flat woods in the corridor shall be surveved for
the possible occurrence of red-cockaded woodpeckers
and colony trees.  If woodpeckers or such trees are
‘ found the permittee shall notify the Florida Game
~and Fresh Water Fish Commission and in cooperation
with that Commission attempt to site the right-of-way
- so that the identified red-cockaded woodpecker colony
"shall be avoided if such siting can occur without the
“addition of otherwise unnecessary turning angles in
the transmission line. In any event, construction
- of the transmission line will be conducted in such
a manner as to preserve, 1if possible, red-cockaded
~woodpecker colony trees when such are identified-
':w1th1n the rlght of-way selected.

The Condltlons of Certlflcatlon proposed by the Department of
Env1ronmental Regulatlon and agreed- to by the Appllcant are
Hreasonabler ;fi |

40, The locationrand maintenance of the proposed

F T ST S - P



S41. It is noted that pursuant to ‘the requlre—v

ments. of Sectlon 403 531(3) Florlda Statutes (1980 Supp. ),

thls certlflcatlon proceedlng does not preempt the jurlsdlctlon
of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust

.Fund or ellmlnate the need for any llcense, easement or other ;
interest in State lands whlch would ordlnarlly be sought from
the Trustees. Further, as prov1ded by the above statute, it is

‘proper to condltlon this certlflcatlon upon the issuance by

)

' the Trustees of the approprlate lnterest ln State land as may

beﬂrequlred to effect constructlon of the prooosed ‘lines.

42} All proposed Flndlngs of Fact and Conclusions Of
iLaw not embodlea herein have‘been con51dered by the Hearlng
vofflcer and rejected as elthe!?lrrelevant, unsupported by
competent‘substantlal evldencei or.otherwise notvnecessary to

the determination of this cause.

~ RECOMMENDED ORDER P | e
Hav1ng rev1ewed the record of thlS proceeding, and. |
ibased upon the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law set forth
‘herein, it is. | | '
" RECOMMENDED that certfficatlon, pursuantrto the Trans-

mission Llne Sltlng Act, Chapter 403 Florida Statutes (1980 Supp.),

be GRANTED to the Florlda Power Corporatlon for locatlon of . the

transm1531on llne corrldor,'the constructlon of the transmlss10n

llnes, and the malntenance of the transm1351on llne and rlght—of-
way. as proposed in the appllcatlon as amended;, and the ev1dence

I

admitted to the record.

It it further RECOMMENDEthhat such certification be~made



State lands, the title to which is vested in the Board
-of. Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, from
“the Board prior to engaglng in any actlv1ty on. or affectlng

-such lands.,'

~ ENTERED this' Aﬁizg;y'of June, 1982, in Tallahaséee,

Florida.

Hearing OfFlcer
Division of Administrative: Hearlngs
The Oakland Building - :
2009 Apalachee Parkway
Tallahassee, Florida 32301
- (904) 488-9675 :

Filed with the Clerk of the Division
of Administrative. Hearlngs +this ,45
day of June, 1982.

fCopies_furnished:~

'See»attaChEd?page
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 ATTACHMENT IT

GENERAL CONDITIONS OF CERTIFICATION

oI

- Definitions

:

- The meanlng of terms used hereln shall be governed by

the. deflnltlons contalned in Chapters 403 373 and 253,

- Florlda Statutes,-and any regulatlon adopted pursuant
~thereto and the statutes and regulatlons of any- party.

,In the event of any dlspute over the meaning of a term

used in these general or spec1al conditions which is not

defined in such statutes or regulatlons, such dispute-

shall ‘be resolved by reference to the most relevant
deflnltlons contained: 1n any other State or federal

" statute orvregulatlon or, 'in the alternatlve, by the use
-~ of the commonly accepted;meanlng,as,determlned‘by law.

The terme“keyhole fill",es used'herein shall meean they

- leaving of a spanh no iesséthan 1,150 feet between two

towers without an access/maintenance road.

The term "ROW" means the transmlss1on llne rlght of way

to be selected by the- permlttee within the corridor in

:accordance w1th the,condltlons ofucertlflcat;on.

The term "DER" means the Florlda Department of EnV1ron—"

mental Regulatlon



fii{ » Performance Criteria -

A:Certificatioh; including conditions of eertifibétion, is
predicated upon design and performance criteria indicated
in the application. Thus, conformance to those criteria,
‘unless spec1flcally amended, modified, or as DER and the

':partles are otherwise notified, iS‘binding upon the =
Dermlttee in the preparation, construction and maintenance
of theicertlfled project. - In those instances where a v
¢onfii¢t;0ccuxs betWeen.thevapplitation'sedeSign criteria
and the'conditions of certification, the conditions
shall prevail. |

“III. Property Rights

. _Except as otherwise provided herein and under the Trans-
mission Line Siting?Act and rules thereunder, the issu-

U'encefdf this certification does not convey"ady property
rights in either real or personal. property, tangible or
intangible, nor any exclusive privileges, not‘does.it,r
authorize any injury to public or private property or
any invasion of personal rights nor any infringement of
Lederal ~state or local laws or regulatlonsﬂ The per-
nittee must obtain'title, lease or‘right of use from the
State of Florlda to any sovereign lands submerged or
otherw1se, occupled by the ROW for the transm1551on line -

~and structures

Iv. "Adverse~impact

‘The permitteeishall take'all':easonable"steps to mini-

“mize any adverse impact resulting from the construction,



V. Right of Entry o 1” ‘t; f '7.5,

i“The oermlttee shall allow the Secretary of DER and/or
-'i authorized representatlves, upon the presentatlon of
credentlals- ‘ ,%.U

A. Tc enter upon the ROW where‘ahy constructiOn'or
' malntenance is belng undertaken or upon the per—
mittee's premlses 1n whlch records are’ requlred to
 be ‘kept under the terms and condltlons of this
| permit; and V 1.,l ’ o ‘
, N i
g B |
B. To 'have -access to and copy all records required to
be kept under the conditions of this certification.:

VI. Civil and Criminal Liability B

;Thls certlflcatlon doee‘not relleve the permlttee from
civil or criminal respon51b111ty or llablllty for non-
compliance: w1th any . condltlons of this certlflcatlon,
valelCable rules or regulatlons in- accordance with /
Chapter 403, F.S.

VII. Severability S

The orovisioﬁe of thie'Certification‘areaeeveraale}rand‘
if any- prov151on of this certlflcatlon or the applica-
tlon of any prov131on of thls certlflcatlon to any- circum-
‘stances is held lnvalld the appllcatlon of - such provision
“to ot her c1rcumstances and the remainder of the certlflca—
tlon shall not be affected thereby ‘

T7TTTT T o r e m de o e mam - (Ve v oA PN N TN Y
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fCompliance, . e

'Except as otherw1se prov1ded hereln, constructlon ‘and

kmalntenance shall ‘comply with the applicable nonoro—‘
cedural rules and regulations of DER and those agencies

;spe01f1ed in 17- l7 54.(2) (a) and (b), F.A.C., which would:
',otherw1se be appllcable to the constructlon and main-

7tenance of the- transmlsSLOn line, aocess;roads and ROW.

| jRightFonWayLDeliheation.andVCompliance‘Verification

" AMerial photographs of at least 1:24000 scale shall be

submitted to DER delineating the ROW route acquired.

These photographs shall be submitted prior to commence-

ment of construction on the various segments of the

line; it‘is“recommended that this ihformation be sub—

mltted An segments rather than waltlng until the entire

‘;ROW 1s acqulred DPR and any other party” whlch requests
4‘to do so shall have 30 days from receipt by DER to review
‘“the photographs and to call any apparent confllcts with

the requ1rements of these conaltlons to the pernlttee s’

gvattentlon

If DER or'ahy party has reason. to believe that the con-

struction of the transm1551on llne and access: roads

<w1th1n the permlttee =5 des1gnated ROW cannot be accom-

pllshed 1n compllance with appllcable statutes ano rules

ixof DER or of the party, the: permlttee shall ‘be sc notl—
'ffled 1n wrltlng Failure of such- a notice to be served -

ffon permlttee w1th1n 30 days from f111ng the varlous

"{jsegments in the aerlal photographs with DER constltutes‘

'Vapproval for constructlon w1tn1n the deSLghated ROW- or



XTI,

CXII.

‘.The acqulsltlon of a. partlcular ROW or" the expendlture
3fof funds toward acqulsltlon of a: partlcular ROW prlor to.
'DER' s rev1ew w1ll be at the permlttee s risk, and DER or

any other party 1s not estopped from disapproving .the
constructlon of ‘the~ transm1351on line or access road
within the” ROW.. . ‘

i

Other Construction‘ActiVitiesAfAVf'

yAJ"JEx1st1ng access roads shall be used wherever prac-~

1

Rk
I

tlcable rather than constructlng new roads.

‘B. f‘No borrow ponds shall be constructed in hardwood

" hammocks.

"C@tl Thetouterrzo feet of:the Row*shall not be»clear;cnt”,d

but . rather selectively" cleared of danger trees
Danger trees are tall ‘dead or diseased trees, or
trees leaning toward the line which would contact
“the llne by falllng o o ‘

D. tCompliance with theiﬁost recent yersion of the
: Natlonal Electrlc Safety Code adopted by the PUbllC’

Serv1ce Comm1551on is requlred

"_E. , Open‘burning‘in‘connection‘with:land'clearing -shall

 be:in- accordance w1th the- appllcable rules of the’
'Department of Agrlculture and Consumer Serv1ces

‘Maintenance.

i

A. . If chemicaISgor herbicides are to be used for vege-



‘tions and manner. of appllcatlon shall be - in accord—’
. ance with state and federal regulations. None
~ “ shall be applied to waters ofuthe'State.

B. Whén:maintenancé-trimming'is necessary the outer 20
feet shall be selectlvely cleared of danger trees
Aand ‘not clear -cut,

LUXTII. Archaeolpgical Sites

Any archaeological siteS‘dissovered during construction
of the transmission lines shall be disturbed as little
as possible and such discovery shall be communicated to
the Department of State, Division of Archives, History
vaﬁd‘Record Management (DAHRM) Potentially'affected
~areas crossed by the RCW deemed likely to contain archae-
>_ologlcal -or.. hlstorlc sites as 1dent1f1ed by DAHRM shall
'gbe,lnvestlgated.by_pecestrlan survey, and” 1if“a signifi-
: fcsntfsité'is located, the site»shall be protected and;
reported to DAHRM.

1 ”XIVL7'rROad7CroSsings

AQ “For all locatlons where the transm1531on line w1ll
cross state hlghways, the permlttee shall submit
, materlals pursuant to. the Deoartment of Transporta-
otionts (DOT)‘"Utlllty Accommodatlcn Gu1de" to DOT's
'.1dlStrlCt office within 30 days prlor ‘to startlng'
constructlon for-a partlcular crossing. - The per-
‘mittee shall’ comply with the criteria in the Utility
:_Accommodatlon Guide and with all applicable regula-

tions pertalnlng,to roadway  crossings by-transmlss;on’

- . - = s L I



'B.V_ All cr0551ngs of state hlghways shall be as- nearly
perpendlcular to, and all towers as. far from,’state,
county and c1ty roads' rlghts—of—way as. practlcable

“and still malntaln proper -road clearance, in order
to allow future w1den1ng and expanSLOn of those '
roads. ’ ' ‘

1 Ell" ’

C. The transm1551on llne shall not be constructed _

7 across any state, county or c1ty brldge whlch is

‘ supported by plllngs. ‘ ' ‘

,Dry For all locatlons where the transm1351on line will
| - Cross county roads, and in countles where cr0351ng

permlts are generally requlred the permittee shall
submit the appllcable road: crossing, information to
the County Englneer as normally reoulred by the
county for such permlt The,permlttee,shall comply
with all appllcable county,regulatioﬁS'pertainingf
to roadway crossingsiby‘trensmissiontlines.

XV. Modifications Of‘Conditions

A. Notwithstanding'Section XV.B. herein, the DER Secre-
'~ tary is delegated the authority pursuant to 403.5315(1),
F.S., to modify conditions of:certification relating

to:~ ' o | A

1. A modification.of'the project that would not »
cause’ any significant adverse envirohmental,»a‘
“impact. y



i L XVIL

2. "Modlflcatlons necessary to meet llcen51ng
" conditions’ or’ requ1rements 1mposed on the
efpe:m;ttee by any federal regulatory agency;
' Thegpetmittee-shall,notify“DER at least thirty
'(30§ days pfiof to the issuance’of the federal
license -that would require such a modification.

3-‘,*Atﬁeconstruction of the ROW or transmission
o line'necessary to avoid or-mitigate~an emergency

involving the loss of human life or property
resulting. from'anynnatural'or,menmade cause,
includlng hurrlcane, tornado, fire, flood,
5exp1051on, w1ndstorm or other calamitous acci-
dent when new right-of-way or access facili-
ties are necessary.

B. Unless objected to by ‘a party to these proceedlngs ’
‘ 20 days after notlflcatlon by DER or “the’ permlttee,
" the: ‘DER. Secretary is delegated the authorlty pur-

‘_suant to 403. 5315(1), F.S.,‘to modlfy these condi- -
tlons of cert1f1cat10n' To comply with appllcable'

non- procedural regulations of agencies, the permittee

may be required to use dlfferent constructlon or
malntenance ‘technigues other than those represented
~in the application.

‘EmergencyiRepcrtingﬁf

Emercency replacement of prev1ously ex1st1ng ROW or.

transm1551on llnes shall not be con51dered a modifica-

'iclon Dursuant to.403.5315, F. S. A verbal report of the
‘emergency shall be made to DER as soon as p0551ble.‘



R
RERE ,c‘~ff*>*f -~
W1th1n fourteen (14) calendar days after correctlon of
tj,the emergency whlch would requlre the permlttee to per-
'lviform an act1v1ty not in accordance w1th the conditions
- of certlflcatlon, a report to DER - shall ‘be made outlining
the details of the emergency and the steps taken for its
‘temporary rellef ‘The relief shall be a wrltten descrip-~
- tion of all of the work|performed and shall set forth
- any pollutlon control measures or mltlgatlve measures
- which were utilized or are belng ‘utilized to prevent
pollutlon of waters, harm to sen51t1ve areas or altera-
tion of archaeologlcah or hlstorlcal resources.

i’ ‘

- SPECIAL CONDITIONS. OF CERT IFICATION

These-special conditions are predicated upon the particular
facts and issues in- thls transm1551on llne corrloor certlfl—

cation proceedlng and. as such are not: expected to have ‘appli-
CablllLY to future certlflcatlons

ST, Certified Corridor'

The corrldor for which certlflcatlon is granted -is -
deplcted in Attachment I.
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III.

;f{Right—Qf?Way RoutefseleCtiony

ﬁPrlor to rlght-of—way 51t1ng, all. sandhllls and flatwoods
~in the. corrldor shall be surveyed for the p0351ble occurrence

of redrcockaded woodpeckers and colony ‘trees. If woodpeckers

. or. such trees.are found, the pemmittee shall. nctlfy the Florida
. Game and Fresh Water Flsh Comm1551on.and in cooperatlon w1th '

that Ccmm1551on attempt to site the rlght—ofrway so that the -

lldentlfled redrcockaded woodpecker colony shall. be. av01ded

if such siting can occur without the addition of otherwise
unnecessary twrning angles in the transmission line. In any
event} censtructioniof thertransmissionvlinefwill.be conducted
ih~sﬁchvainahner as to preserve, if possible, red-cockaded
woodpeckér colony. trees when such are identified within the

right—of—Way selected.

The ROW’Shall bevleeated”along the county line in
the vicinity of SR 48 such that minimal disturbance
is made to the R-1-M zoning area (Mobile HomevResi—
dential) and c-1 zonlng area \Nelghborhood“Commer—
cial) located thereabouts.

The ROW shall be located parallel and immediately

-.contiguous to the west side of the”existing Central’

Florida to Windermere transmission line in the area

fldellneated in the map attached as ngure 1 in
',Appendlx TII.

‘The'ROW shail be located along the county line
south of SR 50 in Section 24, Township 22S, Range
23E, to avoid the hardwood hammock. '

Act1v1t1es in Submerged and Tran51tlon Zones of - Waters

of the State

SN

Swales shall not be used if'poSsiblem However,

‘where swales are used, swale plugs shall be pro-

vided between low areas to prevent’drainage.



WJTurbldlty Contrcl Turbldlty control measures,

"’dlncludlng but not llmzted to, hay bales, soddlng,

'ulchlng ‘and seedlng, or” turbldlty screens, shall .

‘“be”eémployed” as needed to prevent v1olatlon of water:’
~quality standards. ' ’

i

: Vegetatlon Removal/Plantlng

at
l,f"where the transm1551on line crosses water-
d ;courses (rlvers,'creeks,‘sloughs, etc., in
‘which water usually flows in a deflned bed or
' channel),'ex15t1ng{vegetatlon not in excess of
25 feet in height shall be left undisturbed
~within 100 feet of the ordinary hlgh water
"”mark of the bed or channel ‘but in any case 1t
dshall not exceed:more than 150 feet from either
. side of the'centetline of the open water. If
1t is necessary to remove trees, the':oot mat
_shall be left undlsturbed

f

2. . The slope of7the§maintenance/acceSStroads

built on new'fili in waters of the State shall
te,be ‘seeded or planted immediately after construc—«
tion with endemlc or benign non- -endemic species
to prevent potentlal e;051on and subsequent
waterfquaiity:deéradation. |

xSlte Spe01f1c Dredge/Flll Informatlon and Compllance

Verlflcatlon

.

‘For:all construction activities in submerged and

transition zones of waters of the State as defined

in Subsection’l7-4.02Kl7)( F.A.C., the permittee.



shallofileeanQPY.of thefD:edge/FillyJointhppli-
..cation, Department of‘Army/Florida Department of.

'eu¢Env1ronmental Regulation for: Act1v1t1es in Waters -

’"of ‘the State, SAJ Form 983 (July: 21, 1977) with the -
DER, Bureau of Permitting, Power Plant Siting Section.
The application form shall also be forwarded by‘DER
“to the Corps of Englneers, identifying that certlflca—
'1tlon has already been granted by the State.

Within 45 days of filing of complete information,
DER shall determine whether or not a probable viola-
tion of the conditions of: certlflcatlon would occur
if the plans were executed as filed. If it is
determined that a -probable violation would occur,
~the permittee shall be notified and the‘probable
'violation specified with particularity as well as
possible.corrective measures suggested. Failure to
~notify the permittee ‘in writing within 45 days
shall constitute a compliance verification. Since

certlflcatlon is the only form cf permit required

"fv;by ‘the State, it is understood. that the permlttee

and DER: shall strlve to resolve such matters by
;mutual agreement.. If mutual agreement cannot be v
reached, then the matter shall be referred to the;
Division of Administrative Hearings (DOAH) for
dlSDOSlthn in accordance with the provisions: of
oChapter 120, " The hearlng pursuant to Section
1120.57, F.S., shall be held within 30 days after
Cits referral to DOAH. The Hearing Officer -shall
issue the: decision 15 days after termlnatlon of
bjsuch hearlng Referral of an 1ssue to DOAH pur- .
'-suant to this condition shall nelther affect other
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- E. ' Water Quality Certificatioms’ ..

sy e ARV e PSS Sy e s S e

Any necessary water quallty certlflcatlon whxch
must be provlded to the Corps of Engineers and thel'

| permlttee by DERlshall be made at the time of a
‘,flndlng of compllance “for . spec1f1c work at spec1f1c
locatlons - o s o

i .
oo

§

_xAreas for Further COnsiderationp_

Those areas dellneated 1n red on the Appendlx III maps
are areas where DER flnds that constructlon in certain
Dredge/Flll Jurlsdlctlon Areas lS acceptable, but only

wrth‘condltlons.. More detalled rev1ew as provided by

" -Special Condition III.D. w1ll be necessary before a
'flnal ‘determination can be made. Ih'general however,
it will be DER s pollcy,~except in the Devils Creek
dSwamp area,. to only approve keyhole fllls ‘rather than
fcontlnuous access roads whlch bisect the areas dellneated
. in red on the Appendlx III ‘maps. ‘In the Devils Creek

Swamo area the permlttee w1ll build a contlnuous access/

maintenance. road. in the easternmost 20 feet of the ROW.

..If prlor to constructlon of the access/malntenance
‘road, the SWFWMD Board votes to drop its plan to bUlld a

levee in the Devils Creek Swamp area,'the permlttee
shall construct keyhole fllls ln Devils Creek Swamp.

Access/Maintenance Roads|

'A. Access/maihtenahCetrdads shall not be constructed

in waters of the State where DER has dredge and

n‘fill;jurisdiction purssuant to Chapter '17-4, F.A.C.,



1'Q;Where the permittee would/ not have access to
{fother portlons of the ROW adjacent to such
f{fwaters of the State, except by constructlng
"froads .o acqu1r1ng easements OUtSlde of . the

ROW; prov1ded that the cost. of constructlng

.the access/maintenance roads in the waters of

"ihthe;State:does not exceed the cost of obtaining

- any necessary easements and cOnstruction‘Of

roads outside of: the permittee’ s ROW. An
affidavit of the cost comparison shall be

';submltted,wtth the dredge/f;ll informational

filing required by Special Condition III.D. in ‘
these instances. OR

:Where,by—passing the waters of the State would
foequire the permittee to travel a distance
h_out51de of its ROW in excess ©of three miles to

“return to the next tower structdre: A map .

1ndlcat1ng_the route;to be traveled and the

"distanceishall’be“submitted‘with*the dredge/

£il1l informational filing required by Special

Condition III.D. in these instances. OR

‘Where more environmental harm would result

- from routing the access/maintenance road out-

V'h‘ side the waters of the State than in the waters

h.of the State ' Justlflcatlon for this dec1sxoni

‘. shall be submitted with the dredge/flll infor-

':ﬂmatlonal flllng required by Special. Condition -
III.D. in'these instances. OR

' Where ‘the environmental benefits to be gained



- VI

‘Vflahd-use"factorSf.'justification'for‘this
wgfdecls1on shall be submltted w1th the dredge/

'Q,;{ggg“ffflll rnformablonal flllng requ1red by Spec1al

_Condltlon I1T. D '1n these 1nstances.

| v
oy

-B. Where . access/malntenance roads are constructed in

waters of the State,‘the permlttee shall comply
.'w1th the follow1ng condltlons. :

1. l”Access/maintenance roads shall be COnstructed
*-and malntalned to. provide reasonable assurances
of compllance w1th water quallty standards;
turbldlty control measures, ‘including but not
- limited to, hay bales, sodding, mulchlng and
y‘seedlng,’shall be employed as necessary to -
'prevent v1olatlons of water quallty standards~

2. fAccess/maintenance”roads“shall’be“constructedff
. and maintained to: provide reasonable assurances
- for the. passage 0f flood waters equal in volume
- to the 1-in- 25 year ‘storm and that post- construc-
tion flow volumes w1ll not vary- 51gn1f1cantly

from pre constructlon flow volumes

3. The slope of access/malntenance roads construc-
ted in waters of the State shall -be planted
w1th vegetatlonfto prevent potentlal»eros1on‘
‘and subSéquentuwater;quality7degradation.

. Scrub Jay Habitat - : fv- | | i

Prior to final ROW clearing; the scrub oakfthickets near

. P P - P — -~ -



: xywlthln the: broad area deplqted as possible: locatlons for

‘the Kathleen Substatlon, w1th the: exception of’ the - sub—'

]

 ra;stat1on 1tself, shall be - located on the best avallable

'{cerlal photographs w1th the ‘aid of’ 50115 maps whlch;
Cepict" soils types which support scrub jay habitat.
These scrub?oak thickets shall be then surveyed for the

e occurrence of scrub jays. Where the scrub jays are
 ‘tound. the oak understory shorter than 25 feet in helght
beneath the transm1531on line shall be left intact with
~ the exceptlon of a 20 foot w1de access/malntenance road
"_'pathway '

" VII.  Activities Within Works of the Southwest Florida Water
Management District

k. _ For all construction activity in. works of the Dis-
Htrict the permittee shall file, at least forty flve
h(45) days prlor to commencement of construction in

v the_workssof the DlstrlCtAWIth the Southwest Florida-
i~_Water Mahagement,District (SWFWMD) ih'BrooksVille,
'"‘Florida; a copy of the Dredge/Fill Joint AlelcathD,A

‘Department of Army/Florida Department of Environmental
Regulation, for Activities in the Waters of the

State, SAJ Form 983 (July 21, 1977) or, at the
permitteefs.option, the following information:

'l.;i Aicenteriihe»profile_of.eXIStingvtopographic~:

. features along proposed access road(s).

2. f;Preliminary"design of proposed access road(s);
- with elevation marked.



i

G

"4;e>fCross sectlon of each stream BE creek at those

;-*p01nts to be' crossed~by ‘access road(s) or.

'Tﬁiiaf-other fac1lltles. it S

R B AR P P LR S Lo
R - N 3 . B A ] -

5. ZSpecificationsﬂshowing_size and,type of water

control‘structure*(pipe; culvert, etc.) to be-
placed within orjon,the»works of the District,
with proposed flpwline elevation marked.

6. Spec1f1catlons show1ng de51gn capac1ty of all

water control structures to be employed
7.’{»Spec1f1catlonsishow1ng locatlon and type of

~each transmlss1on tower and access road( ) to,

be constructed w1th1n or on - the works of the

District.

If the permlttee chooses to submlt a- DER/Corps

s”dredge/flll form, the‘spec1f1c lnformatlon detalledr

in this paragraph must be 1ncorporated with the
DER/Corps dredge/flll form 'SWFWMD and the per-

mittee- may ‘jeintly agree to vary the 1nformatlonal

;requlrements hereln for good cause shown.

;"COnstruction actiyitles in works of the District"
- means ‘the placement of a structure, e.g. access/

.malntenance roads, tower,structures, culverts and

£i11 materials in a'works of‘the Distribt Con-
structlon act1v1ty shall not 1nclude any act1v1tv

~exempted from Chapter; 40 D-6, F.A.C., by § 40 D-6. 051(3>'

F.A.C.

[ e S O S St S P T T T T



vDev1ls Creek Swamp, in. Sectlons 8 and 17
:the U S G S Quadrangle Map-Clay slnk Florlda
'.(1960) o

2. Cross Creek Swamp in Section 5, Township 25
.South Range 23 East, and Sectlon 32, Township
24 South ‘Range 23 East, as shown on. U.S.G.S.
-, Quadrangle Map—Branchborough, Florida (1960).

3. . Cross Creek in Sectioth, Township 25 South,

‘REnge 23 East, as shown on U.S.G.S. Quadrangle
Map-Branchborough, Florida :(1960).

4. Withlacoochee River in Section 8, Township 25.
South, Range 23 East, as shown on U;S.G;S.
Quadrangle Map-Branchborough, Florida (1960).

-

:5._;:Colt Creek in Sections 20 and 17, Township 25

jCSouth Range 23 East, as shown.on U.S.G.S.
PQQuadrangle'Map-Branchborough; Florida (1960).

6.. - Gator Creek-in Section-32,,TownShipf25 South,

'Range 23 East, as shown on U.S.G.S. Quadrangle
Map-Branchborough, Florida (1960).

‘Within forty-five (45) days of filing all the infor-

,lmaticn”réqhired herein, SWFWMD shall determine, and

notify . the permlttee in wrltlng, whether the permlttee

has provided reasonable assurances that the conditions
,eof certification would not be violated by the’proposed
:cohstruction‘actiVity. If SWFWMD determines. that

PO A o T o mcm eyt oym vom o Bnm o im v de b oo v oy 2 ey o COTTTITYR AT



*

rwshall notlfy the permlttee 1n‘wr1t1ng of the prob~

”f”fpartlcularlty, as

. et&p;}?,rxﬁéwell as spec1fy correctlve measures Fallure to

tfnotlfy the permlttee 1n wrltlng w1th1n forty—flve“'

o (45) days shall constltute compllance verlflcatlon.
.Slnce certlflcatlon is the only form of permit
requlred by any agency, it 1s understood that the'
permlttee and the SWFWMD shall strlve to resolve
- such matters by mutual agreement If mutual agreement
' cannot be reachedr then the- matter shall be 1mmed1ately
f;referred to the DlVlSlon of Administrative HearlngS‘
(DOAH) for dlSpOSlthﬂ in accordance with the pro-
: v151ons of Chapter 120, Florida Statutes. A hearing
under § 120.57, iorlda Statutes, shall be held
.Withindthirty (30) iays after its referral to DOAH.
The Hearingvofflcer 'shall issue the decision fifteen

i
|

(L5) days after the%termlnatlon of such hearing.

- All exceptlons to tne Hearlng Offlcer s ‘order shall 2
be filed with the Go '
(10) days of the 1ssuance of such order. nThe Governor.

vernor and Cabinet within ten

~and. Cabinet shall 1ssue a decision within thirty
(30) days of the flllng of the exception. Construc-
'tlon shall not- commence in the works of the districts
affected untll final - agency action. Referral of an.
issue to DOAH pursuant to this paragraph shall
nelther affect other conditions nor operate as a ’
stay on any other portlon of the transm1551on line
certified. e ' '

E. Where the transmission line crosses the site of the
proposed_SWFWMb,levee;in Sections 4 and 5 of Township
24 Sodth, Range 23 East,‘the permittee shall'coor—

- . [ . .
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CVIII.

wee w1ll dlSCche to .

. shall ‘mean:that!the . perm

Ae_leveegdescrlbed abovw rior to constructlon,, r

'that the transmlss1on llne w1ll be constructed so

that the. tower placement height: of the conductorsr”‘

;and other constructlon or- placement of structures
~h¢w1th1n the ROW, w1ll not unreasonably interfere’
with" the construction -and operatlon of the SWEWMD
levee. SWFWMD understands that the permlttee ‘will
s construct an overhead 500 kV transm1551on line over
V,the‘SWFWMD levee in the area. descrlbed in this ;
tparagtabh' and that the’ term-'coordlnate" is limited
'lto the placement of any structure w1th1n the ROW so
~“that, such structure does not unreasonably interfere
,:w;th the construction and operation of the SWFWMD
le&ee;~ It is agreed that, forhthe purposes of this
cOndition, the design height of the SWFWMD levee

will not be greater than 108 feet above the ‘National

Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) .

‘Other Construction Activities

‘General Condition XI.C. shall not apply to those ROW

areas where the ROW is immediately contiguous to the

-, SWEWMD levee.
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CERTIFIED MAIL
! I

Power

S CORPORATION: '

i October 27, 1981 1 o
. 1

‘,Ms.tKaren Anthony . ' ‘, R
Florida Department of Env1ronmenta1 Reguﬂat1on

“Twin Towers Office Building . o “_.
2600 Blair Stone Road - RN

’»Tallahassee, FL 32301 - ‘43

‘Deer Ms, Anthony

: Sub;ect Centra] F10r1da Kathleen 500 KV Transmission‘Line ,r‘
Cert1f1cat1on App11cat10n o : "

‘Pursuant to- the DER's request for add1t1ona1 information as contained in S
. your letter of October 5, 1981, to Mr. Chris Bentley, D1rector, Division of L
'd»Adm1n1strat1ve Hear1ngs, we: offer the fol]oﬁ1ng.,:f - : :

Quesglon #1 WF ; - -" S o i‘.f

3iIs theezon1ng st11] agr1cu1tura1 for the: amended corridor?d

i
1

.‘Resgons ffs:}_ :“ E t‘t- | i iir"

'3f'Yes. Accordwng to conversat1ons between our consu]tant Commonwea]th
~-Associates, Inc., and zoning officials 1n Sumter and Polk Counties on

'tj September 10,1981, that portion of the amended corridor in: Sumter Countyv1s

':'l zoned A=§' Agruculture, and in Po]k RC Rura] Conservat1on. .

kguest1on #2- EE . - d‘ B cff

"WHas the D1v1s1on of Arch1ves, History and Records Management contacted , o
- regard1ng prov1d1ng 1nformat1on on potent1a1 archaeolog1ca1 s1tes in the new :
'fcorr1dor? - , . o , - . S

[

, Resgons

o : - . : v,l

The D1v1s1on was contacted on- four d1fferent occasions for- s1te 1nformat10n

July 21 by-letter, July 22 and 28 by te]ephone, and August 3 by letter.

, ,Informatlon was prov1ded in a manner s1m11ar to that used in data gathering - :
. for the primary application, i.e., prOJect area maps were sent to the Division i
. with the:amended corridor delineated. They[1n turn p1otted all known and .

- recorded sites and returned the maps to Commonwea]th However, no-areas of .

R potential sites were identified by the Djvision for the amended corridor.

- Communigation with the Division will be maintained throughout this effort so
“that poﬁant1a]1y sensitive areas (1f they do ex1st) will not be overlooked.

~ -

Gener al Offlce 3201 Thlrty fourth Street South « P > 0. Box 14042, St Petersburg Fiorida 33733 o 813—-—866 5151 / -



Ms. Karen Anthony e Y ;é :
. Page 2 - . R |
October 27 1981

1
H
|
H

Questxon #3

Was the amended corr1dor surveyed for red-cockaded woodpecker habitat?
j‘ '

i Gt
| i

VResponse . :

- Field surveys Were‘conducted'to.identify'var1ous hab1tats,'1nc]ud1ng that for
the red-cockaded woodpecker. On1y~submarg1na1 habitat for the woodpecker was -
identified in the amended corridor, this occurring in the NE Quarter of a

-~ Section 29, T. 25 S., R..23 E. Good habitat: was not observed in or near the
‘amended corr1dor. No red- cockaded woodpeckers or cavity trees were
identified. o .

Enclosed is a letter dated October 8, 1981 tfrom Ms. Anne Shap1ro, F10r1da

~ Game and Fresh Water Fish Comm1ss1on, wh1ch includes a table entitled "1981

Status of the Red-cockaded Woodpecker in: F10r1da." "Please note ‘that the
table shows: there are no known co]on1es w1th1n the vicinity of our proposed
: corr1dor. .

t

: ,Quest1on #4 . RS .': T ;.{‘:?'
S e

Describe possible m1t1gat1ve measures to a] eviate 1mpacts on maJor wet]ands
. such as Cross Creek Swamp and Devils Creek Swamp. These measures could
~include placement of towers via "matting 1n/out" rather than construct1ng
. access roads,. or use of elevated causeways. B :
lResponse | | ‘ ; ‘
|

Poss1b1e m1t1gat1ve measures 1n wetlands coTﬂd be:
|
1. where access or construct1on roads restrhct flow, culverts can be placed
. in the roadbed ‘at regular intervals with the flowline. Culverts would be
Targe enough to avoid pond1ng action of the mov1ng waters. _5'

E 2.I;Co11ector ditches can be- deve]oped on the upstream side of the roadbed
-~ ~with a discharge channel on the downstream side, with a m1n1mum one- foot
‘fa]] wh1ch w111 ‘aid i av01d1ng backwater effects.‘

3.",G1ven the proposed 1200-foot span 1ength Jjudicious structure placement
~ could avoid prime waterflow areas of | the swamps. For example, .a structure
‘could be located near the northern and;southern limits of Devils Creek
Swamp, thus spanning the: center of the swamp (wh1ch usually is the area .
_with'waterflow) and avoiding the need to traverse such wet areas with -
construction equipment. S1m11ar structure spott1ng can be app11ed in
fCross Creek Swamp, a]so. ' o « R
Y Var1ous types of contruct1on equwpment SUCh'aS a]].whee]idrive
“ - articulated vehicles to auger holes and install anchors, have been ,
~customized for use in wetlands are now%ava11ab1e and can be - 1ncorporated o

f',1nto the prOJect when and where posswb]e. :
A . l R - \

i
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Ms. Karen Anthony Lo e
 Page 3 o 7 R S &
: 0ctober 27, 1981 Con L i i |

o
-Matting equipment in is a long, tedious process, and we are certain that
the foundations would not cure at designed strength. ' Three important
conditions that have to be met to ensure‘h1gh strength concrete are mix
time, temperature, and slump (or cons1stency of mix). All three are time
related; therefore, we have a concern‘about the time: requ1red to mat
concrete trucks into- the foundat1on 1ocat1on. ‘
i _
Dur1ng 1nsta11at1on of foundatlons, and 1n some cases the anchors, a heavy .
drilling rig ‘is used to auger the: holé for the pile or caisson (refer to
Section 1.3., page 6. and Figure 1.2). { The drilling rig remains in place . .
. until the concrete arrives to ensure that the material used' to rep]ace ‘the
- cuttings stays in suspens1on.' ‘Often more. than one concrete truck is
required; therefore, all ‘must be in prox1m1ty to ensure a continuous pour,
Otherwise, there. is a risk of a 1am1nated|p11e, and: under load the
‘ foundat1on separates at the lam1nated 1ebe] N
I\
5. An elevated causeway 1s not econom1ca11y fea51b1e when other 1ess costly
"~ methods are available to m1n1m1ze constr1ct1on,1mpacts to wetlands. :

! .

I 1 ( . - .
We hope these’ responses adequate]y address your concerns.. . If you have.any -
questions, please let me know. .| | R
,fS1ncere1y, S
K

G. W. Schaefer , SR , i
Licensing Administrator - = =~ | I:~,

Enclosure

bW, EnVIRONMENTAL. | |
~ PERMITTING - ‘
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FLORIDA GAME AND FRES

!

WATER FisH COMMISSION

THOMAS L. HiRLS SR.

Chairman; Tampa

ROBERT M. BRANTLY, Executive Director
F. G- BANKS, Assistant € xecutive Direetor

1
[Y“ R BE INARD PARRISH JH.  WILLIAM G. BOSTICK . JR.

| C.TOMRAINEY DV, CECIL C. BAIL
Taltahassee .. Winwr Haven.

Vice Chairman, Miami Jackson_mle
. . [

- FARRIS BRYANT BUILDING
620 South Meridian Street
Tallahassee. Florida.32301 :

L. FILE: ESC 4-1

MEMORANDUM - S ' October 8, 1981
- TOo: ‘,Intereéted Petéons E } 7
"FROME - Anne E Shaplro, Endangered Spec1es Blologlst

bl

: SUBJECT} 1981 Status of the Reoﬂeockaded Woodpecker in. Florlda,

Attached is a- table deplctlng the 1981 status of known

. red-cockaded woodpecker colonle? in Florida. Contrlbutlng data thus far
. have been Jim-Garrison, Deb Jansen ‘Mark Elliott, Dave Pylant, Ray McCracken,

, Stephen Nesbitt, Larry Campbell Bruce Bowman, Pam Skoog and Don Wood of .
 the. Game and- Fresh Water Fish' Conm1531on' Dick’ Thompson and Joe. Reinman
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife: Serv1ce, Don Bethancourt of the y.s.

Forest Service; Roy Barker and Sam-Van ‘Hook' of the U.S. Air Force;

‘Bill Robertson and Gary Patterson'of the National Park Service;
. George Albrltton of the Florida| D1v151on of Forestry, Greg. Brock,

Dick Roberts and John Dodrill: of ;he Department of. Natural Resources,
and Becky Payne and Roy DeLotéll L :
|

T
Should you flnd any e%%ofs or havo any addltlonal 1nformat10n,<

,Lplease let me know

WieRWG K S
Attachment. -~ .| R

1
|
!
\
i

Now z Rl

ow, Euvmomemg
o PERMITTING




. Area.

" Military Lands -
"-Avon Park
- Camp Blanding

r:fi'Natlonal W11d11fe Refuges—
- . St. Marks. N

,State Parksf’
- Jonathan’ chklnson»

- Tosohatchee:

‘Wildlife Management Areas |
-J. W. Corbett.

* Point Washlngton'
- TOTALS -
Re

\‘2

‘j'w742/Rw4/d

‘National ‘Forests

“Osceola

LNatlonal‘Parkszf

1

, ' i j
1981 Status of the Red

i
[
I

 Estimated }
- “Active ~ ,l
‘Coldnies o

)
|
|
C 0
I
l

_,Known o
Apandoned
C?lQﬂlé$.

)

kéded-Woodpéckef‘in Fioti@a

Estimated
. Active
- Cavity
Trees

fEStimatedl/‘
Population
(min. - ‘max.)

Apalachicola

556,
QOcala. '

412/
98

172
17
243

Eglin '

‘Big Cypress

17”

» ~ R . C
- State Forests - . . : -
- Blackwater - = - |

.Wlthlacoochee

17
14

(Croom -and- Cltrus '

 Tracts)

Ochlockonee -

Prairie Lakes’

Cecil M. Webb
Three Lakes -
Bull Creek

Ed Ball

Prlvate Lands ;

1,111

Mlnlmum is two birds per colony,
otherW1se ‘known.

1980 data

. ,.aw Envmonmsnm'_
- PERMITTING

'l'.

ma X

L . 500+

S AR SN )

IR
i

1,112-2,780 °
" 82-205
196-490

1,751
129
309

34-85

3485
 486-1,215

65
43
40 3485
. 34-85 -

28-70 .

69 .
63

o 1 3-5
3 4-10
1 2=5

 40-100
32-80
10-35 -

54

T 6=15
o 68-1707 -
©2,221-5,556

2
16

__ 48
3,096

imum: is five birds per colony unless:
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CHAPTER 1

PROJECT OVERVIEW
1.1 PROJECT INTRODUCTION

Florida PoWer Corporation (FPC) proposed to constructy and operate a single circuit 500 kV
transmlssmn line- from its existing Central Florida Substation in Sumter County to their -
‘ proposed Kathleen Substation to be located in Polk County.

Pursuant to the recently enacted Florida fl’ra:nsmission Line Siting Act, FPC submitted its
" Application for Certification of a Proposejd électrical Transmission Line Corridor (herein-
. after referred to as the Application) in June, f1981..This Applieation identified a proposed
rou'te and-several alternatives for the Centrai Florida — Kathleen project. Following the
guidelines presented in DER Form 17-,1.12_2«(1:;18), the Application presented an overview of

the proposed project, background features of"the propose‘d corridor, environmentai effects f’ '

of rlght-of-way preparation,. construction, malntenance and operatlon and a brief discus-
sion of data collection techniques.

Su"bseouent to éubmittal of the Applicatioﬁ, additional data collection and agency responses.
indicated that_ another- corridor alignment may in fact-be more appropriate in order to .
alleviate specific environmental issues associated with the Application’s proposed corridor.

Therefore, upon conclusion of additional .surveys and analysis it was determined that the

. FPC Appllcatlon would be amended to: reflect the new proposed corridor. Th|s amendment

_ addresses that corridor. | | ’

1.2 CORRIDOR LOCATION AND LAYOUT

The propoeed (amended) corridor from Cenjcrai Florida to Kathleen measures approximately
43 miles (69.2 kilometers) (Figure A1-1). However, as the Kathleen Substation site has not
been determined, total length of the proposed corridor could increase ‘an additional 1.5
m|Ies (2.4 kilometers).
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Beginning at the northeast corner of the Withlacoochee State Forest in Section 1, T23S,
‘ R23E,'the new corridor leaves the original alignment and proceeds due south for 7 miles (11
‘kilometers). Along this alignment, it crosses North Grade Road, an unnamed road, and
~ Center Grade Road in the stage forest. In the southeast corner of the state forest (Section 1,
‘T24S,R23E), the alignment turns due west, fo||owmg the southern forest boundary for 4
miles (6. 4 kilometers).

In the extreme southeast corner of Section b5, T24S,Rt23E,k the corridor turns due south
again. It then follows section lines for 12 miles -(19.3 kilometers) to an undetermined
substation site. The proposed Kathleen Substation will be located in either Section 8 or 17,
YT26, R23E. If the site is located in Section 17, approximately one additional mile will be
added to corridor length. The corridor crosses several unnamed and sometimes unimproved,
private dirt roads and trails. Proceedihg from north to south, these orossings occur in Sec-
tions 8, 17, 29,‘ and 32, T24S,R23E; 5, 8 and 29,T25S,R23E; and Section 5, T26S,R23E.

The amended alignment crosses Devils Creek Swamp just south of the state forest, Cross
Creek Swamyp, Cross Creek, the Withlacoochee River,f Colt Creek, Gator Creek, and portions
. of Orange-Harnkmock and Williams Hammock.

-The northern portion.of the original proposed corridor, i.e. from the state forest north, .
remains as originally delineated in Section 1.2 of the A‘pplication‘ Detailed corridor align- -
ments appear in Figure. A2-2 A-G at a scale of 1: 24 000 and on aerial photography in
Appendlx A-A, !

- 1.21 Size -

Corridor width for the amended alignment ‘will remain at 1,000 feet (305 meters). The
right-of-way required for the proposed 500 kV transmission Iine will measure 190 feet (58
. meters) in width. It will be acquired in fee and/or easements by the Florida Power Corpora-
“tion. Where the right-of-way crosses state lands F londa Power will negotiate a Iease arrange-
ment with the State of Florida. :

1.3 TRANSMISSION LINE DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS

(Refer to Section 1.3 of the Application.)



CHAPTER2

BACKGROUND FEATURES OF THE PROPOSED CORRIDOR

21 CORRIDOR SELECTION
2.1.1 " Corridor Selection Methodology

‘Several factors influenced the location of the amended corridor. Of primary concern was the

Little Gator Creek rookery and one of its principal inhabitants, the staté'endangered‘wood
stork. As observations continued at ;che rookery, and fui’ther agency contacts brought forth
additional information on the wading birds’ activiﬁes‘,’in particular the wood stork, it
became apparent that theré were many unknown and onanswered questions regarding the
- potential adverse impact, i.e. bird mortality due to collisions, resulting from locating the
pr‘opoSed”transmission line in a corridor adjacent to thié’ particular 'rookery. Therefore, the
area to the east was examined for a potential corridor’alignment.

After reviewing several options, the corridor as presented in Section 1.2 of this amendment
was identified for further study. The location 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) east of SR 471
avoided splitting major landholdings. The alignment prfovides t-hé opportunity to parallel
" property lines for its entire length. '_I'he Florida Debartﬁrent of Agriculture and Consumer
Services, Division of -Forestry expressed favorable intorest in this alignment because it
provided “improved accessibility for management purposes”” and ““a potential 190-foot wide
firebreak “along the forest boundaries affected’” within the Withlacoochee State Forest
(August, 1981). | i

Further agency contacts were made regarding its location and it was field evaluated by a .
team of environmental and biological scientists. EvalQations were also made from 1979
aerial photography at a scale of 1 inch equals 1,000 feet (17 = 1,000"). Therefore, the
aliénment was designated as the proposed corridor.



- 2.1.2 Major Alternative Corridors

~As a result of the :abovementioned findings and subsequent relocation of the proposed
corridor 2 miles east of SR 471, that corridor identified in the Application as ““proposed” is
. now considered to be a primary alternative. All other alternatives presented in the Applica-

1

tion (Section 2.1.2) remain the same.
22 CORRIDOR DESCRIPTION
"2.2.1 Governmental Jurisdictions

" Governmental jurisdictions associated with the amended alignment are shown in Figure
A2-1. The prbposed corridor is now situated in 6nl§l two counties: Sumter -and Polk.
Approximafe'ly 37.5 miles (28 k'ilon'weters)‘will be located in Sumter County, with the
Témaining 6.5 miles, (10'kilbmeters) in Polk County. No incorporated cities or villages are.
situated in or within one-half mile of the amended cnrridor.

Of fhe major public landholdings in the area, the Withlacoochee State Forest wfll be most
_ affebted. The propbsed corridor will now pass through; approximately 11 miles (17.7 kilo-
 meters) of the state forest. Portions of the Green Swamp Area of Critical State Concern'are
adjacent to the alignment of the new proposed corriddr and that portion which has been
amended is now parallel and immediately adjacent to Southwest Florida Water Management
District (SWFWMD) landholdings.

2.2.2 Easements, Titles, Agency Works, Zoning and Land Use Plans
(Refer to Section 2.2.2 of the Application.)
- 223 Land Use

- Land use along the amended alignment is dominated b;l silviculture and improved pasture.
Within the state forest, timber production is the prlme land use activity. Occasionally, a
fallow field ‘is located near the corridor. However from the state forest south, forestry
- management practices and cattle grazing far surpass any other land use activity (Figure
~A2-2A-G).



