
 

 

June 22, 2012 

Ms. Ariana S. Lawson 
Procurement & Grants Administrator 
Village of Islamorada 
86800 Overseas Highway 
Islamorada, FL  33036 

RE: Environmental Protection Agency – State Revolving Funds  
Village of Islamorada Wastewater Management Plan 
Islamorada, Monroe County, Florida. 

 SAI # FL201204256206C 

Dear Ms. Lawson: 

The Florida State Clearinghouse has coordinated a review of the Islamorada wastewater 
management plan under the following authorities:  Presidential Executive Order 12372; 
§ 403.061(42), Florida Statutes (F.S.); the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. §§ 
1451-1464, as amended; and the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321-
4347, as amended. 

The planning document describes two alternatives for Village wastewater management.  
Alternative No. 1 would provide wastewater collection, treatment and disposal “on-
island,” with construction of a new wastewater treatment facility on Plantation Key.  
Alternative No. 2 would transmit wastewater generated in the Village to the Key Largo 
wastewater treatment plant for both treatment and disposal of the treated effluent.  
Regardless of the option selected, certain Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) permits would be required for the project.  If Alternative No. 1 is 
selected, the following permits are required: 

 domestic wastewater collection and transmission system permits; 

 wastewater treatment facility and disposal permits; 

 underground injection control (UIC) well permits; and 

 environmental resource permits for stormwater management. 
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If Alternative No. 2 is chosen, only the domestic wastewater collection and transmission 
system permits would be required to connect the sewer system to the Key Largo waste-
water treatment plant. 

Because the waters of the Florida Keys are designated a National Marine Sanctuary and 
Outstanding Florida Waters, the protection of this valuable resource from contamination 
is a priority for both federal and state agencies.  Section 403.086(10), F.S., states that all 
wastewater treatment plants in Monroe County must provide advanced wastewater 
treatment or best available treatment by December 31, 2015.  To meet this and other 
applicable regulatory requirements, the DEP recommends that all wastewater treatment 
systems be designed to meet the advanced or the best available technology levels of 
treatment prior to release of the effluent to the environment.  If reuse is determined to 
be feasible, the reclaimed water must be reused.  For additional information and assis-
tance, please contact Mr. Gus Rios in the DEP South District Branch Office in Marathon 
at (305) 289-7081, or Dr. Abdul Ahmadi, P.E., in the South District Office in Fort Myers 
at (239) 344-5614. 

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) notes that construction 
of a centralized, advanced wastewater network could directly benefit the Florida Keys 
National Marine Sanctuary, through the reduction of nutrient-loading in its nearshore 
waters.  The FWC also indicates that several state- and federally listed species may be 
present on or near the alternative sites identified in the plan.  FWC staff recommends 
that a survey for listed species be completed after the wastewater treatment plant site is 
selected.  Species-specific wildlife surveys should follow established survey protocols 
and be conducted by qualified biologists with recent documented experience for each 
potential species.  Further detailed comments and recommendations can be found in the 
enclosed FWC letter. 

Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District Six staff advises that although 
the report describes the site alternatives, it does not cover the FDOT’s coordination and 
permitting requirements.  A coordination meeting was held with the applicant’s design-
build consultants, during which it was determined that several segments of the pipeline 
would be built within the state road right-of-way.  Close coordination with the FDOT 
District Six Permit, Design and Construction Offices will be required, particularly 
considering the potential impacts of the project on planned and recently completed 
FDOT resurfacing projects.  Also, the applicant’s construction schedule conflicts with 
several planned resurfacing projects and falls within the FDOT’s five-year moratorium 
on open-cutting newly reconstructed or repaved roadways.  Please refer to the list of 
planned and completed projects in the enclosed FDOT letter and contact Mr. Phil 
Steinmiller, District Six Planning Manager, at (305) 470-5386 for further information and 
assistance. 
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Based on the information contained in the wastewater management plan and enclosed 
agency comments, the state has no objections to the allocation of federal funds for the 
subject project and, therefore, the funding award is consistent with the Florida Coastal 
Management Program (FCMP).  To ensure the project’s continued consistency with the 
FCMP, the concerns identified by reviewing agencies must be addressed prior to project 
implementation.  The state’s continued concurrence will be based on the activities’ com-
pliance with FCMP authorities, including federal and state monitoring to ensure the 
activities’ continued conformance, and the adequate resolution of issues identified 
during this and subsequent reviews.  The state’s final concurrence of the project’s 
consistency with the FCMP will be determined during the environmental permitting 
process in accordance with Section 373.428, F.S. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the proposal.  Should you have any questions 
regarding this letter, please contact Mr. Chris Stahl at (850) 245-2169. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Sally B. Mann, Director 
Office of Intergovernmental Programs 
 
SBM/cjs 
Enclosures 
 
cc: Bob Holmden, DEP, BWFF 

Jennifer Nelson, DEP, South District 
 Gus Rios, DEP, South District-Marathon 

Scott Sanders, FWC 
Martin Markovich, FDOT 
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Comments 
Due:

06/06/2012 

Letter Due: 06/24/2012 

Description: ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY - STATE REVOLVING FUNDS - 
VILLAGE OF ISLAMORADA WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN - 
ISLAMORADA, MONROE COUNTY, FLORIDA. 

Keywords:
EPA - SRF, VILLAGE OF ISLAMORADA WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT 
PLAN - MONROE CO. 

CFDA #: 66.458 

Agency Comments:
COMMUNITY PLANNING - FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 

 

FISH and WILDLIFE COMMISSION - FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

The FWC notes that several state- and federally listed species have the potential to occur on or near the alternative sites 
identified in the plan. Construction of a centralized, advanced wastewater network could provide direct benefits to the 
Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary through a reduction of nutrient loading to the nearshore waters of the sanctuary. 
FWC staff recommends that a survey for listed species be completed after the wastewater treatment plant site is selected. 
Species-specific wildlife surveys should follow established survey protocols and be conducted by qualified biologists with 
recent documented experience for each potential species. For further detailed comments and recommendations, please refer 
to the enclosed FWC letter. 

TRANSPORTATION - FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

FDOT District Six staff advises that, although the report details the alternatives, it does not cover the FDOT's coordination 
and permitting requirements. A coordination meeting was held with the applicant's design-build consultants and it was 
determined that several segments of the pipeline will be built within the FDOT's right-of-way. Close coordination with the 
FDOT District Six Permit, Design and Construction Offices will be required, considering the potential impacts of the project 
on the planned and recently completed FDOT resurfacing projects. The applicant's construction schedule conflicts with 
several planned resurfacing projects and falls within the FDOT's five-year moratorium on open cutting newly 
reconstructed/repaved roadways. Please refer to the list of planned and completed projects in the enclosed FDOT letter and 
contact Mr. Phil Steinmiller, District Six Planning Manager, at (305) 470-5386 for further information and assistance. 

SOUTH FL RPC - SOUTH FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

No Comments Received 

MONROE -  

No Comments 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION - FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

The planning document describes two alternatives for Village wastewater management. Alternative No. 1 would provide 
wastewater collection, treatment and disposal "on-island," with construction of a new wastewater treatment facility on 
Plantation Key. Alternative No. 2 would transmit wastewater generated in the Village to the Key Largo wastewater treatment 
plant for both treatment and disposal of the treated effluent. Regardless of the option selected, certain DEP permits would 
be required for the project. If Alternative No. 1 is selected, the following permits are required: domestic wastewater 
collection and transmission system permits; wastewater treatment facility and disposal permits; underground injection 
control (UIC) well permits; and environmental resource permits for stormwater management. If Alternative No. 2 is chosen, 



 
For more information or to submit comments, please contact the Clearinghouse Office at:  
 
3900 COMMONWEALTH BOULEVARD, M.S. 47 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-3000 
TELEPHONE: (850) 245-2161 
FAX: (850) 245-2190  

Visit the Clearinghouse Home Page to query other projects.  

Copyright 
Disclaimer 
Privacy Statement  

only the domestic wastewater collection and transmission system permits would be required to connect the sewer system to 
the Key Largo waste-water treatment plant. Because the waters of the Florida Keys are designated a National Marine 
Sanctuary and Outstanding Florida Waters, the protection of this valuable resource from contamination is a priority for both 
federal and state agencies. Section 403.086(10), F.S., states that all wastewater treatment plants in Monroe County must 
provide advanced wastewater treatment or best available treatment by December 31, 2015. To meet this and other 
applicable regulatory requirements, the DEP recommends that all wastewater treatment systems be designed to meet the 
advanced or the best available technology levels of treatment prior to release of the effluent to the environment. If reuse is 
determined to be feasible, the reclaimed water must be reused. For additional information and assistance, please contact Mr. 
Gus Rios in the South District Branch Office in Marathon at (305) 289-7081, or Dr. Abdul Ahmadi, P.E., in the South District 
Office in Fort Myers at (239) 344-5614. 

STATE - FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

No Comment/Consistent 

SOUTH FLORIDA WMD - SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

The District forwards no comments on the Village of Islamorada Wastewater Management Plan. If you have any comments 
or questions, please contact Ms. Deborah Oblaczynski, Policy and Planning Analyst, at (561) 682-2544 or 
doblaczy@sfwmd.gov.  
















