
 
FLORIDA GULF OF MEXICO RESTORATION  

PROJECT SUBMITTAL FORM 
 
 
Form Purpose and Instructions
 

:  

• To assist the project proposal and review process, please complete this Submittal Form.  Completion of 
the Form will contribute to the appropriate information being completely and accurately submitted for 
each project.  

• Take as much space as needed for each question, but please keep responses as focused as possible.  It 
may assist you to review all the questions before addressing any one question. 

• Please submit one Form per project, if you have multiple projects - please submit one Form for each 
project. 

• Please submit completed Forms to Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us.  Once your Form is 
successfully submitted, you will receive a confirmation email from the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection.    
 
      

Project Name:       

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Information (Include at least one name, phone number, email address, and organization name if applicable):      

 

 

 

Project Location (Include a map, if possible, and the city, county, longitude/latitude, and watershed):      

 

 

 

Project Description (Describe all aspects of the project):     

 

 

 

mailto:Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us�
initiator:Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us;wfState:distributed;wfType:email;workflowId:b8aeafc7d7dc0740b6283ac0755753be



Estimated Project Costs (Describe the estimated costs of the project, including any assumptions for contingency and 
ongoing operations/maintenance. Identify other secured funding sources such as matching funds, in-kind contributions or 
state/federal dollars. In addition, if possible, complete and submit the Cost Appendix Sheet associated with this Form): 

 

 

 

  
 

Other Funding (Indicate if the project is submitted for any potential funding or if it may be used to leverage additional 
funding, if so please describe the funding source [e.g. State/Federal Grants]): 

 

 

 

 

Technical Feasibility (Describe the technologies involved and any relevant past experience or proven success with similar 
projects):   

 

 

 

 

Environmental Benefits (Describe the nature, magnitude, and timing of any environmental benefits attributable to the 
project.  If possible, describe potential environmental performance measures [e.g. pollutant reduction].  Please address 
any potential environmental impacts associated with implementing or maintaining the project [e.g. loss of a habitat or 
conversion of habitat from one type to another during implementation]):         

 

 

 

 

Economic and Social Benefits (Describe the economic and social benefits including those related to the project’s improved 
ecosystem services and any estimates on jobs created or preserved):   

 

 

 

 

 



Community Resilience (Describe if the project assists Florida’s ability to anticipate, withstand, or recover from hazards or 
threats [e.g. hurricane preparedness, establishing living shorelines]): 

 

 

 

 

Conflicts or Complements to Existing Efforts (Describe any ongoing activities in the project implementation area, if the 
project is part of another plan, and why the project does or does not interfere with that work.  Please consider how the 
project may complement existing local, regional, and state efforts/plans/objectives):  

 
 
 
 

Complies with Federal, State, Local, and Tribal Laws/Regulations (Describe any concerns or potential conflicts):   

 

 

 

 

Readiness for Implementation (Describe if the project has had any design or permitting work started or completed 
[attach permits or design work].  Please address any issues that may delay start or finish of the project):   

 

 

 

Public Acceptance (Describe any known or potential public approval or opposition to the project):    

 

 

 

 

 Additional Information you wish to provide (Please include any maps, designs, drawings, photos, or background 
resources that may assist in completely and accurately understanding the project): 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Cost Appendix Sheet 
Cost Item                Cost Estimate

Planning  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Planning Subtotal:  
Construction  
  
  
  

Construction Subtotal:  
Monitoring  
  
  
  
  

Monitoring Subtotal:  
Project Cost  

 
Subtotal:  

 
TOTAL:  

Estimated Costs by Year 
Year 1  
Year 2  
Year 3  
Year 4  
Year 5  
Year 6  


	Project Submission Form-updated.pdf
	 Additional Information you wish to provide (Please include any maps, designs, drawings, photos, or background resources that may assist in completely and accurately understanding the project):

	Cost Appendix Sheet-updated

	Project Name: Natural Bridge Creek
	Contact Information Include at least one name phone number email address and organization name if applicable: Lauren Day
Florida Field Representative
The Conservation Fund
Tel: 352-336-5910
E-mail: lday@conservationfund.org
	Project Location Include a map if possible and the city county longitudelatitude and watershed: Map: See attached
City/County: Walton County, FL and Covington County, AL
Lat: 30°58'50.45"N / Long: 86°12'29.87"W
Watershed: Gulf of Mexico
	Project Description Describe all aspects of the project: The Natural Bridge Creek property consists of approximately 3533 acres of naturally regenerated Longleaf pine, which straddles the Florida - Alabama border (approximately 1825 acres are located in Florida). Longleaf pine forests are one of the most ecologically diverse ecosystems in the world and also one of the most threatened. The property includes the historic Natural Bridge Spring, “sink” and “rise” geologic formations over which Natural Bridge Road travels. The site ultimately drains via the Pea and Choctawhatchee Rivers into the Gulf of Mexico at Choctawhatchee Bay.
	Estimated Project Costs Describe the estimated costs of the project including any assumptions for contingency and: The approximate cost to purchase the property is $13 million.  For the Florida portion, the State of Florida (FWC) is a potential manager; Walton County is also a potential partner on a portion of the site.  For the Alabama portion, the Alabama Forestry Commission or the Alabama Department of Conservation are potential partners.
	Other Funding Indicate if the project is submitted for any potential funding or if it may be used to leverage additional: Potential sources of matching funds include:
 
-National Fish & Wildlife Foundation
-Florida Forever (FL portion)
-State of Alabama (AL portion)
-Forest Legacy
	Technical Feasibility Describe the technologies involved and any relevant past experience or proven success with similar: This project is very feasible and could be completed within a relatively short time period.
 
	Environmental Benefits Describe the nature magnitude and timing of any environmental benefits attributable to the: Longleaf pine ecosystems are one of the most diverse in the world, with more than 900 plant species, 30 federally threatened or endangered species, and an abundance of migratory birds.  In just 150 years, longleaf pine forests have been reduced from approximately 90 million acres spanning Virginia to Texas, to only 3.4 million acres.  Thus, it is not only one of our most ecologically important ecosystems, but one of our most threatened.  
The Natural Bridge Creek property has been in the same family since circa World War II. As a result, the vast majority of the timberland has never undergone conventional forestry practices, has grown only Longleaf, and has excellent groundcover.  Since the 1980's, management has focused on selective thinning and prescribed fire resulting in some of the best uneven aged, natural regeneration Longleaf pine habitat to be found anywhere. Listed species include Gopher tortoise, Gopher frog, Reticulated flatwoods salamander, and many others.
	Economic and Social Benefits Describe the economic and social benefits including those related to the projects improved: The Longleaf pine ecosystem was the habitat that shaped the southeastern United States, and thus it has a strong ecological and cultural heritage.  Due to it's rarity, there is a fledgling Longleaf tourism industry, which would be greatly enhanced by the protection of this property.  In addition, the property drains into the Pea and Choctawhatchee Rivers which flow into the Gulf of Mexico at Chotawhatchee Bay.  As such, it will enhance the health of the Gulf and the area's tourism economy.
	Community Resilience Describe if the project assists Floridas ability to anticipate withstand or recover from hazards or: This project will enhance community economic resilience by enhancing the area's tourism economy and safeguarding the water quality upon which the Gulf fishing industry depends.
 
	Conflicts or Complements to Existing Efforts Describe any ongoing activities in the project implementation area if the: Natural Bridge Creek is within an existing Florida Forever project; it will enhance connections within the the Florida Ecological Greenway Network; it is located within a fly-zone and Military Operations Area for Eglin Air Force Base/Department of Defense; and it will it further the goals of the Rangewide Conservation Plan for Longleaf Pine.
	Complies with Federal State Local and Tribal LawsRegulations Describe any concerns or potential conflicts: This projects complies with federal, state, local, and tribal laws/regulations.
	Readiness for Implementation Describe if the project has had any design or permitting work started or completed: This project could be completed within a relatively short time period.
	Public Acceptance Describe any known or potential public approval or opposition to the project: There is a great deal of public support for this project and there is no known opposition.
	Additional Information you wish to provide Please include any maps designs drawings photos or background: The spring on the Natural Bridge site, reported to be the westernmost sink/rise formation in the Florida Aquifer, is popular among local residents as a recreation site. In addition to its value as a recreational site, the spring has historical significance. The site was used by both Native Americans and 19th century cultures; evidence includes arrowheads and pottery fragments, and the remains of a grist mill and turpentine still.
 
	Contracts: Contracts
	Contracts$: 0
	Feasibility: Feasibility 
	Feasibility$: 0
	Engineering, Design, Land Rights & Bid Prep: Engineering, Design, Land Rights, & Bid Prep 
	Engineering$: 0
	Restoration Plan: Restoration Plan 
	Restoration Plan$: 0
	Site Visits & Cost of Site Selection: Site Visits & Cost of Site Selection 
	Site Visits$: 0
	Administration, Overhead, and Indirect: Administration, Overhead, and Indirect 
	Administration$: 0
	Other1: Other 
	Other1$: 0
	Planning Subtotal: 0
	Contracts1: Contracts 
	Contracts1$: 0
	Administration & Mobilization/Demobilization: Administration & Mobilization/Demobilization 
	Administration & Mobilization/Demobilization$: 0
	Other2: Other 
	Other2$: 0
	Construction Subtotal: 0
	Contracts2: Contracts 
	Contracts2$: 0
	Data Collection: Data Collection 
	Data Collection$: 0
	Monitoring Administration: Monitoring Administration 
	Monitoring Administration$: 0
	Other3: Other 
	Supervision_1: Supervision
	Contingency_1: Contingency
	Other3$: 0
	Monitoring Subtotal: 0
	Supervision: 0
	Subtotal: 0
	Contingency: 0
	TOTAL: 0
	Year 1: 13000000
	Year 2: 
	Year 3: 
	Year 4: 
	Year 5: 
	Year 6: 
	SubmitButton1: 


