
 
FLORIDA GULF OF MEXICO RESTORATION  

PROJECT SUBMITTAL FORM 
 
 
Form Purpose and Instructions
 

:  

• To assist the project proposal and review process, please complete this Submittal Form.  Completion of 
the Form will contribute to the appropriate information being completely and accurately submitted for 
each project.  

• Take as much space as needed for each question, but please keep responses as focused as possible.  It 
may assist you to review all the questions before addressing any one question. 

• Please submit one Form per project, if you have multiple projects - please submit one Form for each 
project. 

• Please submit completed Forms to Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us.  Once your Form is 
successfully submitted, you will receive a confirmation email from the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection.    
 
      

Project Name:       

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Information (Include at least one name, phone number, email address, and organization name if applicable):      

 

 

 

Project Location (Include a map, if possible, and the city, county, longitude/latitude, and watershed):      

 

 

 

Project Description (Describe all aspects of the project):     

 

 

 

mailto:Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us�


Estimated Project Costs (Describe the estimated costs of the project, including any assumptions for contingency and 
ongoing operations/maintenance. Identify other secured funding sources such as matching funds, in-kind contributions or 
state/federal dollars. In addition, if possible, complete and submit the Cost Appendix Sheet associated with this Form): 

 

 

 

  
 

Other Funding (Indicate if the project is submitted for any potential funding or if it may be used to leverage additional 
funding, if so please describe the funding source [e.g. State/Federal Grants]): 

 

 

 

 

Technical Feasibility (Describe the technologies involved and any relevant past experience or proven success with similar 
projects):   

 

 

 

 

Environmental Benefits (Describe the nature, magnitude, and timing of any environmental benefits attributable to the 
project.  If possible, describe potential environmental performance measures [e.g. pollutant reduction].  Please address 
any potential environmental impacts associated with implementing or maintaining the project [e.g. loss of a habitat or 
conversion of habitat from one type to another during implementation]):         

 

 

 

 

Economic and Social Benefits (Describe the economic and social benefits including those related to the project’s improved 
ecosystem services and any estimates on jobs created or preserved):   

 

 

 

 

 



Community Resilience (Describe if the project assists Florida’s ability to anticipate, withstand, or recover from hazards or 
threats [e.g. hurricane preparedness, establishing living shorelines]): 

 

 

 

 

Conflicts or Complements to Existing Efforts (Describe any ongoing activities in the project implementation area, if the 
project is part of another plan, and why the project does or does not interfere with that work.  Please consider how the 
project may complement existing local, regional, and state efforts/plans/objectives):  

 
 
 
 

Complies with Federal, State, Local, and Tribal Laws/Regulations (Describe any concerns or potential conflicts):   

 

 

 

 

Readiness for Implementation (Describe if the project has had any design or permitting work started or completed 
[attach permits or design work].  Please address any issues that may delay start or finish of the project):   

 

 

 

Public Acceptance (Describe any known or potential public approval or opposition to the project):    

 

 

 

 

 Additional Information you wish to provide (Please include any maps, designs, drawings, photos, or background 
resources that may assist in completely and accurately understanding the project): 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Cost Appendix Sheet 
Cost Item                Cost Estimate

Planning  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Planning Subtotal:  
Construction  
  
  
  

Construction Subtotal:  
Monitoring  
  
  
  
  

Monitoring Subtotal:  
Project Cost  

 
Subtotal:  

 
TOTAL:  

Estimated Costs by Year 
Year 1  
Year 2  
Year 3  
Year 4  
Year 5  
Year 6  


	Project Submission Form-updated.pdf
	 Additional Information you wish to provide (Please include any maps, designs, drawings, photos, or background resources that may assist in completely and accurately understanding the project):

	Cost Appendix Sheet-updated

	Project Name: Restoration of critical fish and wildlife habitat and improved stormwater infrastructure at 4 coastal dune lakes in south Walton County.
	Contact Information Include at least one name phone number email address and organization name if applicable: Julie Terrell
Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance of NWF State College
Office: 850-200-4160; Cell: 850-502-6288; Email: terrellj@nwfsc.edu
 
	Project Location Include a map if possible and the city county longitudelatitude and watershed: Choctawhatchee Bay / Walton County        Watershed: Choctawhatchee River
Deer Lake: 30° 18' 28.74", 86° 04' 44.29"; Big Redfish Lake: 30° 20' 25.72", 86° 11' 49.62"
Little Redfish Lake: 30° 20' 13.74", 86° 10' 58.77";  Alligator Lake: 30° 20' 13.25", 86° 10' 24.80"
 
	Project Description Describe all aspects of the project: The coastal dune lakes are globally rare ecosystems (FNAI). Wetlands, creeks feed freshwater into depressions located along the coastline in South Walton. These lakes break open periodically through the sand dunes and discharge to the Gulf of Mexico and then closes off again. This connection is called an outfall.  Water from the Gulf of Mexico enters periodically through these outfalls and there is also exchange underground. These coastal dune lakes act as mini-estuaries with freshwater entering mainly from the north side of the lake and salt water entering mainly from the Gulf of Mexico. The project proposes the installation of bridge spans in place of undersized culverts on four coastal dune lakes (Deer Lake, Big Redfish Lake, Little Redfish Lake, and Alligator Lake) in South Walton County where County Road 30A crosses the lakes. County Road 30A crosses these lakes and the undersized culverts essentially separate the north and south sides of a once contiguous body of water. As a result, the north side of each lake has become a freshwater system while the south side remains brackish, and fish are unable to pass from one side to the other. The depth of the water is also dramatically different on either side of the culvert. The proposed construction project will restore approximately 730 acres consisting of brackish marsh, open water, and pine flatwoods ecosystems. It will greatly improve water quality in the targeted lakes, thereby enhancing fish and wildlife habitat. The project will also decrease the effects of storm water runoff and improve flood protection. Pre- and post-restoration monitoring will include be conducted by CBA.
	Estimated Project Costs Describe the estimated costs of the project including any assumptions for contingency and: $4,320,000
	Other Funding Indicate if the project is submitted for any potential funding or if it may be used to leverage additional: Partners: Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance, Walton County, Northwest Florida Water Management District, USFWS, UF, FWC, FDEP, Sanctuary at Redfish, Coastal Dune Lakes Advisory Board, Friends of Scenic 30A, South Walton Community Council, Visit South Walton
	Technical Feasibility Describe the technologies involved and any relevant past experience or proven success with similar: This type of project was completed in the late 1990s over Eastern Lake by Walton County. And CBA has a proven, successful track record completing stormwater enhancement projects. 
 
1. Cessna Park in Santa Rosa Beach-CBA coordinated a grant of $250,000 to upgrade and enhance one of Walton County’s popular recreational sites at Cessna Park on Hogtown Bayou in Santa Rosa Beach. CBA coordinated support for this project from Walton County, the South Walton Tourist Development Council, Regional Utilities, and even the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. This project converted the park facilities from septic to server, re-graded the surface area to redirect storm water runoff away from the public boat ramp to two treatment ponds, improved parking (including the addition of ADA-compliant parking spaces), and added new playground and basket ball court! The overall project partners were Northwest Florida Water Management District, Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance, Walton County, Walton County Tourist Development Council, U.S. Fish & Wildlife and Regional Utilities.
2. Clement Taylor Park in Destin-CBA coordinated a grant of $108,000 to design, engineer and build treatment for storm water entering Choctawhatchee Bay in Destin from Clement Taylor Park. CBA brought together interested groups such as the City of Destin, the University of Florida Master Gardeners, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Storm water entering the bay from this park now is filtered through a pond filled with native plants and animals. Sediment and particulates settle out and the native fauna and flora remove nutrients. This project also provides a wonderful educational opportunity for the thousands of tourists and residents who visit the park annually. Project partners included Northwest Florida Water Management District, Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance, City of Destin, U.S. Fish & Wildlife, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and University of Florida / IFAS.
3. Liza Jackson Park in Fort Walton Beach-CBA coordinated a grant of $199,000 to design, engineer and build treatment for storm water entering Santa Rosa Sound from Liza Jackson Park. Storm water entering the bay from this park now is filtered through a meandering tidal creek with a coastal flood plain containing native plants and animals. Sediment and particulates settle out and the native fauna and flora remove nutrients. This project also provides a wonderful educational opportunity for the millions of tourists and residents who visit the park annually. Project partners: Northwest Florida Water Management District, Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance, City of Fort Walton Beach, U.S. Fish & Wildlife and University of Florida / IFAS.
	Environmental Benefits Describe the nature magnitude and timing of any environmental benefits attributable to the: • Replace bridge culverts with bridge spans reconnects the northern side of each lake with the southern side providing critical habitat for fisheries and wildlife.
• Improve stormwater treatment at each bridge crossing.
• Improved water quality
• Flood control is increased
 
 
	Economic and Social Benefits Describe the economic and social benefits including those related to the projects improved: The coastal dune lakes in South Walton are classified as globally rare by Florida Natural Area Inventory Lists (FNAI).  They provide habitat for a wide variety of unique flora and fauna and exist as a natural estuarine transition between the Gulf and upland area. These ecosystems contribute to $2.9 billion in local sales, and attracting tourists that spend $1.6 billion annually (Economic Analysis of the Contribution of Choctawhatchee Bay to Okaloosa and Walton Counties. Haas Center for business research and economic development. University of West Florida. June 2006). Maintaining a healthy coastal dune lakes by restoring the hydrological flow in these lakes, improving stormwater treatment from HWY 30A, creating resilient communities (Living Shorelines and reconnecting wetlands ecosystems) within the lakes and engaging the community in this process, helps to ensures 36,000 jobs and economic stability within Okaloosa and Walton Counties.
	Community Resilience Describe if the project assists Floridas ability to anticipate withstand or recover from hazards or: By replacing culverts with bridge spans, this project improves and increases fish and wildlife habitat within each lake by connecting northern wetlands to the main portion of each lake. Stormwater infrastructure will be installed to treat stormwater entering each lake from HWY 30A and constructed living shorelines along the along shorelines near bridge spans will reduce erosion and sedimentation in Choctawhatchee Bay. These improvements provide for increase flood control as well. This project provides increased fish and invertebrate habitat, shoreline protection, nutrient cycling, water filtration and storage. Living Shorelines and reconnected wetlands also help to minimize storm impacts by attenuating wind and wave energy.
 
	Conflicts or Complements to Existing Efforts Describe any ongoing activities in the project implementation area if the: No conflicts. Letters of support for this project are from Walton County and NWF Water Management District. And this is a recommended project in the Coastal Dune Lakes Management Plan adopted by Walton County Board of County Commissioners.
 
 
	Complies with Federal State Local and Tribal LawsRegulations Describe any concerns or potential conflicts: No concerns. 
 
	Readiness for Implementation Describe if the project has had any design or permitting work started or completed: • The Walton County Commission has adopted a resolution in favor of this project.
• An engineering firm was consulted for a professional cost estimate on this project. Design, permit, engineer, project management and construction that are estimated to total costs.
	Public Acceptance Describe any known or potential public approval or opposition to the project: CBA programs (monitoring, restoration, education, and research) emphasize citizen awareness and involvement through pro-active practices and projects. By engaging the public in the process of assessing the health, restoring critical habitat, and education the community about best management practices, CBA’s programs bridge communication between governmental officials and affected citizens. Key stakeholders were engaged and participated in the development of the management plan that was adopted by the Walton County Board of County Commissioners and recommends this project as a priority.
	Additional Information you wish to provide Please include any maps designs drawings photos or background: 
	Contracts: Contracts
	Contracts$: 
	Feasibility: Feasibility 
	Feasibility$: 
	Engineering, Design, Land Rights & Bid Prep: Engineering, Design, Land Rights, & Bid Prep, Permits
	Engineering$: 345600
	Restoration Plan: Restoration Plan 
	Restoration Plan$: 86400
	Site Visits & Cost of Site Selection: Site Visits & Cost of Site Selection 
	Site Visits$: 86400
	Administration, Overhead, and Indirect: Administration, Overhead, and Indirect 
	Administration$: 129600
	Other1: Other 
	Other1$: 
	Planning Subtotal: 648000
	Contracts1: Contracts 
	Contracts1$: 
	Administration & Mobilization/Demobilization: Administration & Mobilization/Demobilization 
	Administration & Mobilization/Demobilization$: 3251400
	Other2: Other 
	Other2$: 
	Construction Subtotal: 3251400
	Contracts2: Contracts 
	Contracts2$: 
	Data Collection: Data Collection 
	Data Collection$: 75000
	Monitoring Administration: Monitoring Administration 
	Monitoring Administration$: 
	Other3: Other 
	Supervision_1: Supervision
	Contingency_1: Contingency
	Other3$: 
	Monitoring Subtotal: 75000
	Supervision: 129600
	Subtotal: 3974400
	Contingency: 216000
	TOTAL: 4320000
	Year 1: 572200
	Year 2: 3282430
	Year 3: 465370
	Year 4: 
	Year 5: 
	Year 6: 
	SubmitButton1: 


