
 
 
 
 
Pensacola Permits Section      January 28, 2013 
SAJ-2012-00391 (LP-SWA) 
 
 
Santa Rosa County Engineering 
c/o: Michael Schmidt 
6051 Old Bagdad Highway, Suite 300 
Milton, Florida 32583 
 
Dear Mr. Schmidt: 
 
    This is in reference to your request for a Department of the Army (DA) permit to perform 
work in or affecting waters of the United States.  If you determine the permit provided is 
acceptable in its entirety and you have chosen to proceed with the authorized activity, then upon 
recommendation of the Chief of Engineers, pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act 
of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403) and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344), you are 
authorized under a Letter of Permission  
 
to: Construct a series of floating docks and recreational piers associated with a multi-use public 
park, which cover a total of 8,863 square feet of surface water. 
 
at: The project is located on Santa Rosa Sound at 6953 Main Street, along the western shoreline 
of Blackwater River, within Sections 10 & 11, Township 2 North, Range 28 West, Santa Rosa 
County, Florida. 
 
Geographic Position:  Latitude: 30.605985º North 
                                   Longitude: 87.031633º West 
 
The project must be completed in accordance with the sixteen (16) enclosed construction 
drawings, and the general and special conditions which are incorporated in, and made a part of, 
the permit. 
 
Special Conditions:  
 
1.  Reporting Address:  All reports, documentation and correspondence required by the 
conditions of this permit shall be submitted to the following address: U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Regulatory Division, Enforcement Section, 41 North Jefferson Street, Suite 301, 
Pensacola, Florida 32502.  The Permittee shall reference this permit number, SAJ-2012-00391 
(LP-SWA), on all submittals. 
 
2.  Commencement Notification:  Within 10 days from the date of initiating the authorized 
work, the Permittee shall provide to the Corps a written notification of the date of 
commencement of work authorized by this permit. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

PENSACOLA REGULATORY OFFICE 
41 NORTH JEFFERSON STREET, SUITE 301 

PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 32502 
REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 
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3.  Assurance of Navigation and Maintenance: The Permittee understands and agrees that, if 
future operations by the United States require the removal, relocation, or other alteration, of the 
structures or work herein authorized, or if in the opinion of the Secretary of the Army or his 
authorized representative, said structure or work shall cause unreasonable obstruction to the free 
navigation of the navigable waters, the Permittee will be required, upon due notice from the 
Corps of Engineers, to remove, relocate, or alter the structural work or obstructions caused 
thereby, without expense to the United States.  No claim shall be made against the United States 
on account of any such removal or alteration. 
 
4.  Turbidity Barriers: Prior to the initiation of any of the work authorized by this permit the 
Permittee shall install floating turbidity barriers with weighted skirts that extend to within 1 foot 
of the bottom around all work areas that are in, or adjacent to, surface waters.  The turbidity 
barriers shall remain in place and be maintained until the authorized work has been completed 
and all erodible materials have been stabilized. 
 
5.  Dock Construction Guidelines:  The Permittee shall comply with the attached “Dock 
Construction Guidelines in Florida for Docks – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers/National Marine 
Fisheries Service – August 2001.” 
 
6.  Manatee Conditions:  The Permittee shall comply with the attached “Standard Manatee 
Conditions for In-Water Work – 2011.” 
 
7.  Sea Turtle, Gulf Sturgeon and Smalltooth Sawfish Conditions:  The Permittee shall 
comply with the attached “Sea Turtle and Smalltooth Sawfish Construction Conditions.” 
 
8.  Cultural Resources/Historic Properties:  
 
    a. No structure or work shall adversely affect impact or disturb properties listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or those eligible for inclusion in the NRHP.  
 
    b. If during the ground disturbing activities and construction work within the permit area, there 
are archaeological/cultural materials encountered which were not the subject of a previous 
cultural resources assessment survey (and which shall include, but not be limited to: pottery, 
modified shell, flora, fauna, human remains, ceramics, stone tools or metal implements, dugout 
canoes, evidence of structures or any other physical remains that could be associated with Native 
American cultures or early colonial or American settlement), the Permittee shall immediately 
stop all work in the vicinity and notify the Corps. The Corps shall then notify the Florida State 
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and the appropriate Tribal Historic Preservation Officer(s) 
(THPO(s)) to assess the significance of the discovery and devise appropriate actions.  
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    c. A cultural resources assessment may be required of the permit area, if deemed necessary by 
the SHPO, THPO(s), or Corps, in accordance with 36 CFR 800 or 33 CFR 325, Appendix C (5). 
Based, on the circumstances of the discovery, equity to all parties, and considerations of the 
public interest, the Corps may modify, suspend or revoke the permit in accordance with 33 CFR 
Part 325.7. Such activity shall not resume on non-federal lands without written authorization 
from the SHPO and the Corps.  
 
    d. In the unlikely event that unmarked human remains are identified on non-federal lands, they 
will be treated in accordance with Section 872.05 Florida Statutes. All work in the vicinity shall 
immediately cease and the Permittee shall immediately notify the medical examiner, Corps, and 
State Archeologist. The Corps shall then notify the appropriate SHPO and THPO(s). Based, on 
the circumstances of the discovery, equity to all parties, and considerations of the public interest, 
the Corps may modify, suspend or revoke the permit in accordance with 33 CFR Part 325.7. 
Such activity shall not resume without written authorization from the State Archeologist, SHPO 
and the Corps.  
 
    e. In the unlikely event that human remains are encountered on federal or tribal lands, or in 
situations where Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979, or Native American Graves 
Protection Repatriation Act of 1990 applies, all work in the vicinity shall immediately cease and 
the Permittee immediately notify the Corps. The Corps shall then notify the appropriate THPO(s) 
and SHPO. Based, on the circumstances of the discovery, equity to all parties, and considerations 
of the public interest, the Corps may modify, suspend or revoke the permit in accordance with 33 
CFR Part 325.7. After such notification, project activities on federal lands shall not resume 
without written authorization from the Corps, and/or appropriate THPO(s), SHPO, and federal 
manager. After such notification, project activities on tribal lands shall not resume without 
written authorization from the appropriate THPO(s) and the Corps. 
 
    If the work authorized is not completed on or before January 28, 2018, authorization, if not 
previously revoked or specifically extended, shall cease and be null and void. 
 
    Please note U.S. Coast Guard regulations may require you as permittee to provide information 
for a Notice to the maritime community regarding your project.  You should contact the Coast 
Guard Sector Mobile Waterways Management Branch (spw), 1500 15th Street, Mobile, AL 
36615 or by phone at 251-441-5684 to determine if a Notice is necessary.  Also any safety lights, 
signs and signals prescribed by the U.S. Coast Guard through their regulations or otherwise, must 
be installed and maintained at your expense as permittee on authorized facilities in navigable 
waters of the United States.  To receive a U.S. Coast Guard Private Aids to Navigation marking 
determination, you are advised to contact the Eighth Coast Guard District (dpw), 500 Poydras St. 
Suite 1230, New Orleans, LA 70130, 504-671-2328 or via email to: D8oanPATON@uscg.mil 
prior to installation/construction of any fixed structures.  For general information related to 
Private Aids to Navigation please visit the Eighth CG District web site at:  
http://www.uscg.mil/d8/waterways/PATON.Home.asp. 
 

mailto:D8oanPATON@uscg.mil
http://www.uscg.mil/d8/waterways/PATON.Home.asp


-4- 
 
 

  Instructions for Objecting to Permit Terms and Conditions:  This letter contains an initial 
proffered permit for your proposed project/permit application.  If you object to certain terms and 
conditions contained within the permit, you may request that the permit be modified.  Enclosed 
you will find a Notification of Administrative Appeal Options and Process fact sheet and Request 
for Appeal (RFA) form.  If you choose to object to certain terms and conditions of the permit, 
you must follow the directions provided in Section 1, Part A and submit the completed RFA 
form to the letterhead address.   
 
    In order for an RFA to be accepted by the Corps, the Corps must determine that it is complete, 
that it meets the criteria under 33 CFR Part 331.5, and that it has been received by the District 
office within 60 days of the date of the RFA.  Should you decide to submit an RFA form, it must 
be received at the letterhead address by March 29, 2013. 
 
    This letter also contains a preliminary jurisdictional determination.  Enclosed you will find the 
preliminary jurisdictional determination form and a Notification of Appeal Process fact sheet and 
Request for Appeal (RFA) form.  If you object to this determination, you may request an 
administrative appeal under Corps' regulations at 33 CFR Part 331.  If you request to appeal this 
determination, you must submit a completed RFA form to the South Atlantic Division Office at 
the following address: 
 
    Mr. Jason Steele 
    South Atlantic Division 
    U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
    CESAD-CM-CO-R, Room 9M15 
    60 Forsyth St., SW. 
    Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8801. 
 
Mr. Steele can be reached by telephone number at 404-562-5137, or by facsimile at 404-562-
5138. 
 
    In order for an RFA to be accepted by the Corps, the Corps must determine that it is complete, 
that it meets the criteria for appeal under 33 CFR Part 331.5, and that it has been received by the 
Division office within 60 days of the date of the RFA.  Should you decide to submit an RFA 
form, it must be received at the above address by March 29, 2013. 
 
    Should you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact the project manager Steve 
Andrews Jr. in writing the letterhead address, by telephone at 850-439-0707, or by email at 
stephen.w.andrews@usace.army.mil.  
 
    The Corps Jacksonville District Regulatory Division is committed to improving service to our 
customers.  We strive to perform our duty in a friendly and timely manner while working to 
preserve our environment.  We invite you to take a few minutes to visit 





REQUEST PERMIT TRANSFER: PERMIT NUMBER: SAJ-2012-00391(LP-SWA) 
 

When the structures or work verified by this permit are still in 
existence at the time the property is transferred, the terms and 
conditions of this permit will continue to be binding on the new 
owner(s) of the property.  To validate the transfer of this 
permit and the associated liabilities associated with compliance 
with its terms and conditions, the present permittee and the 
transferee should sign and date below.  This document must then 
be provided to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory 
Division, Post Office Box 4970, Jacksonville, Florida  32232-
0019. 
 
 
______________________________________      ___________________   
(TRANSFEREE SIGNATURE)                           (DATE) 
 
______________________________________       ___________________ 
(Name - Printed)                   Lot/Block of site 
 
______________________________________ 
(Street Address) 
 
______________________________________ 
(City, State, and Zip Code) 
 
Flood Plain Information: 
 
    This Department of the Army permit does not give absolute 
authority to perform the work as specified on your application.  
The proposed work may be subject to local building restrictions.  
You should contact the local office in your area that issues 
building permits to determine if your site is located in a flood-
prone or floodway area, and if you must comply with the local 
building requirements mandated by the National Flood Insurance 
Program.  If your local office cannot provide you the necessary 
information, you may request a flood hazard evaluation of the 
site by providing this office with a letter and a small scale map 
showing the location of the site.  The request should be 
addressed to the Chief, Flood Control and Floodplain Management 
Branch, Jacksonville District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, P.O. 
Box 4970, Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019.  Phone inquiries may 
be made at 904-232-2515.



GENERAL CONDITIONS 
33 CFR PART 320-330 

PUBLISHED FR DATED 13 NOVEMBER 1986 
 
1.  The time limit for completing the work authorized ends on the 
date noted in the permit letter.  If you find that you need more 
time to complete the authorized activity, submit your request for 
a time extension to this office for consideration at least one 
month before the above date is reached. 
 
2.  You must maintain the activity authorized by this permit in 
good condition and in conformance with the terms and conditions 
of this permit.  You are not relieved of this requirement if you 
abandon the permitted activity, although you may make a good 
faith transfer to a third party in compliance with General 
Condition 4 below.  Should you wish to cease to maintain the 
authorized activity or should you desire to abandon it without a 
good faith transfer, you must obtain a modification of this 
permit from this office, which may require restoration of the 
area. 
 
3.  If you discover any previously unknown historic or 
archeological remains while accomplishing the activity authorized 
by this permit, you must immediately notify this office of what 
you have found.  We will initiate the Federal and state 
coordination required to determine if the remains warrant a 
recovery effort of if the site is eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
 
4.  If you sell the property associated with this permit you must 
obtain the signature of the new owner in the space provided and 
forward a copy of the permit to this office to validate the 
transfer of this authorization. 
 
5.  If a conditioned water quality certification has been issued 
for your project, you must comply with the conditions specified 
in the certification as special conditions to this permit.  For 
your convenience, a copy of the certification is attached if it 
contains such conditions. 
 
6.  You must allow a representative from this office to inspect 
the authorized activity at any time deemed necessary to ensure 
that it is being or has been accomplished in accordance with the 
terms and conditions of your permit.



 
NOTIFICATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL OPTIONS AND PROCESS AND  
REQUEST FOR APPEAL 
 
Applicant:  Santa Rosa County File Number:  SAJ-2012-00391 Date: 28 January 2013 
Attached is: See Section below 

X INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT (Standard Permit or Letter of permission) A 
 PROFFERED PERMIT (Standard Permit or Letter of permission) B 
 PERMIT DENIAL C 
  APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION D 

X PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION E 

SECTION I - The following identifies your rights and options regarding an administrative appeal of the above decision.  Additional information 
may be found at http://www.usace.army.mil/CECW/Pages/reg_materials.aspx  or Corps regulations at 33 CFR Part 331. 
A:  INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT:  You may accept or object to the permit. 
 
• ACCEPT:  If you received a Standard Permit, you may sign the permit document and return it to the district engineer for final 
authorization.  If you received a Letter of Permission (LOP), you may accept the LOP and your work is authorized.  Your signature on the Standard 
Permit or acceptance of the LOP means that you accept the permit in its entirety, and waive all rights to appeal the permit, including its terms and 
conditions, and approved jurisdictional determinations associated with the permit. 
 
• OBJECT:  If you object to the permit (Standard or LOP) because of certain terms and conditions therein, you may request that the permit 
be modified accordingly. You must complete Section II of this form and return the form to the district engineer.  Your objections must be received 
by the district engineer within 60 days of the date of this notice, or you will forfeit your right to appeal the permit in the future.  Upon receipt of 
your letter, the district engineer will evaluate your objections and may: (a) modify the permit to address all of your concerns, (b) modify the permit 
to address some of your objections, or (c) not modify the permit having determined that the permit should be issued as previously written.  After 
evaluating your objections, the district engineer will send you a proffered permit for your reconsideration, as indicated in Section B below. 
 
B:  PROFFERED PERMIT: You may accept or appeal the permit 
 
• ACCEPT:  If you received a Standard Permit, you may sign the permit document and return it to the district engineer for final 
authorization.  If you received a Letter of Permission (LOP), you may accept the LOP and your work is authorized.  Your signature on the Standard 
Permit or acceptance of the LOP means that you accept the permit in its entirety, and waive all rights to appeal the permit, including its terms and 
conditions, and approved jurisdictional determinations associated with the permit. 
 
• APPEAL:  If you choose to decline the proffered permit (Standard or LOP) because of certain terms and conditions therein, you may 
appeal the declined permit under the Corps of Engineers Administrative Appeal Process by completing Section II of this form and sending the form 
to the division engineer.  This form must be received by the division engineer within 60 days of the date of this notice. 
 
C:  PERMIT DENIAL:   You may appeal the denial of a permit under the Corps of Engineers Administrative Appeal Process by completing 
Section II of this form and sending the form to the division engineer.  This form must be received by the division engineer within 60 days of the 
date of this notice. 
 
D:  APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION:  You may accept or appeal the approved JD or provide new information. 
 
• ACCEPT:  You do not need to notify the Corps to accept an approved JD.  Failure to notify the Corps within 60 days of  the date of this 
notice,  means that you accept the approved JD in its entirety, and waive all rights to appeal the approved JD. 
 
• APPEAL:  If you disagree with the approved JD, you may appeal the approved JD under the Corps of Engineers Administrative Appeal 
Process by completing Section II of this form and sending the form to the division engineer.  This form must be received by the division engineer 
within 60 days of the date of this notice. 
 
 

http://www.usace.army.mil/CECW/Pages/reg_materials.aspx


SECTION II - REQUEST FOR APPEAL or OBJECTIONS TO AN INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT 
REASONS FOR APPEAL OR OBJECTIONS:  (Describe your reasons for appealing the decision or your objections to an initial 
proffered permit in clear concise statements.  You may attach additional information to this form to clarify where your reasons or 
objections are addressed in the administrative record.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The appeal is limited to a review of the administrative record, the Corps memorandum for the 
record of the appeal conference or meeting, and any supplemental information that the review officer has determined is needed to 
clarify the administrative record.  Neither the appellant nor the Corps may add new information or analyses to the record.  However, 
you may provide additional information to clarify the location of information that is already in the administrative record. 
POINT OF CONTACT FOR QUESTIONS OR INFORMATION: 
If you have questions regarding this decision and/or the appeal 
process you may contact: 
 
Project Manager as noted in letter 

If you only have questions regarding the appeal process you may 
also contact: 
for process: 
Stuart Santos  904-232-2018 

RIGHT OF ENTRY:  Your signature below grants the right of entry to Corps of Engineers personnel, and any government 
consultants, to conduct investigations of the project site during the course of the appeal process.  You will be provided a 15 day 
notice of any site investigation, and will have the opportunity to participate in all site investigations. 
 
_______________________________                                          
Signature of appellant or agent. 

Date: Telephone number: 
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ATTACHMENT  
 
PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A.   REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL 
DETERMINATION (JD): 9 January 2013    

 
B.   NAME AND ADDRESS OF PERSON REQUESTING PRELIMINARY JD: 
Santa Rosa County Engineering 
c/o: Michael Schmidt 
6051 Old Bagdad Highway, Suite 300 
Milton, Florida 32583 
 
C.   DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER:Jacksonville District; 
Santa Rosa County; SAJ-2012-00391.  
 
D.   PROJECT LOCATION(S) AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION:        
(USE THE ATTACHED TABLE TO DOCUMENT MULTIPLE WATERBODIES 
AT DIFFERENT SITES) 

State:Florida   County/parish/borough: Santa Rosa  City: Milton 
Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):  Lat. 
30.605985° N, Long. 87.031633° W.  
           Universal Transverse Mercator:       
Name of nearest waterbody: Blackwater Bay 
 
Identify (estimate) amount of waters in the review area:  
     Non-wetland waters:        linear feet:       width (ft) and/or 0.20 acres. 
 Cowardin Class:             
 Stream Flow:                  
     Wetlands: 0.02 acres. 
 Cowardin Class:  Emergent 
 
Name of any water bodies on the site that have been identified as Section 10 
waters:  
 Tidal: Blackwater Bay 
 Non-Tidal:       
 

E.   REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT 
APPLY): 

 Office (Desk) Determination.  Date:          
 Field Determination.  Date(s): 22 February 2012 
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1.  The Corps of Engineers believes that there may be jurisdictional waters of the 
United States on the subject site, and the permit applicant or other affected party 
who requested this preliminary JD is hereby advised of his or her option to 
request and obtain an approved jurisdictional determination (JD) for that site.  
Nevertheless, the permit applicant or other person who requested this 
preliminary JD has declined to exercise the option to obtain an approved JD in 
this instance and at this time. 
 
2.  In any circumstance where a permit applicant obtains an individual permit, or 
a Nationwide General Permit (NWP) or other general permit verification requiring 
“pre-construction notification” (PCN), or requests verification for a non-reporting 
NWP or other general permit, and the permit applicant has not requested an 
approved JD for the activity, the permit applicant is hereby made aware of the 
following: (1) the permit applicant has elected to seek a permit authorization 
based on a preliminary JD, which does not make an official determination of 
jurisdictional waters; (2) that the applicant has the option to request an approved 
JD before accepting the terms and conditions of the permit authorization, and 
that basing a permit authorization on an approved JD could possibly result in less 
compensatory mitigation being required or different special conditions; (3) that 
the applicant has the right to request an individual permit rather than accepting 
the terms and conditions of the NWP or other general permit authorization; (4) 
that the applicant can accept a permit authorization and thereby agree to comply 
with all the terms and conditions of that permit, including whatever mitigation 
requirements the Corps has determined to be necessary; (5) that undertaking 
any activity in reliance upon the subject permit authorization without requesting 
an approved JD constitutes the applicant’s acceptance of the use of the 
preliminary JD, but that either form of JD will be processed as soon as is 
practicable; (6) accepting a permit authorization (e.g., signing a proffered 
individual permit) or undertaking any activity in reliance on any form of Corps 
permit authorization based on a preliminary JD constitutes agreement that all 
wetlands and other water bodies on the site affected in any way by that activity 
are jurisdictional waters of the United States, and precludes any challenge to 
such jurisdiction in any administrative or judicial compliance or enforcement 
action, or in any administrative appeal or in any Federal court; and (7) whether 
the applicant elects to use either an approved JD or a preliminary JD, that  JD 
will be processed as soon as is practicable.  Further, an approved JD, a proffered 
individual permit (and all terms and conditions contained therein), or individual 
permit denial can be administratively appealed pursuant to 33 C.F.R. Part 331, 
and that in any administrative appeal, jurisdictional issues can be raised (see 33 
C.F.R. 331.5(a)(2)).  If, during that administrative appeal, it becomes necessary 
to make an official determination whether CWA jurisdiction exists over a site, or 
to provide an official delineation of jurisdictional waters on the site, the Corps will 
provide an approved JD to accomplish that result, as soon as is practicable. 
This preliminary JD finds that there “may be” waters of the United States on the 
subject project site, and identifies all aquatic features on the site that could be 
affected by the proposed activity, based on the following information: 
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SUPPORTING DATA.  Data reviewed for preliminary JD (check all that apply 
- checked items should be included in case file and, where checked and 
requested, appropriately reference sources below): 

 Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the 
applicant/consultant:     . 

 Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the 
applicant/consultant.  

  Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report.   
  Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.   

 Data sheets prepared by the Corps:     . 

 Corps navigable waters’ study:     . 

 U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:     . 
  USGS NHD data.   

  USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.   
 U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name:     . 

 USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation:    
 . 

 National wetlands inventory map(s).  Cite name:     . 

 State/Local wetland inventory map(s):     . 

 FEMA/FIRM maps:     . 

 100-year Floodplain Elevation is:     (National Geodectic Vertical Datum 
of 1929) 

 Photographs:  Aerial (Name & Date):     .  

    or  Other (Name & Date):     .  

 Previous determination(s).  File no. and date of response letter:     . 

 Other information (please specify):     . 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: The information recorded on this form has not 
necessarily been verified by the Corps and should not be relied upon for 
later jurisdictional determinations. 
 
 
 
_________________________                           __________________________ 
Signature and date of   Signature and date of 
Regulatory Project Manager   person requesting preliminary JD 
(REQUIRED)  (REQUIRED, unless obtaining 

the signature is impracticable) 



Dock Constrnction Guidelines in Florida for Docks or Other Minor Structures Constructed 
in or over Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SA V), Marsh or Mangrove Habitat 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers/National Marine Fisheries Service 
August 2001 

Submerged Aquatic Vegetation: 

I. Avoidance. The pier shall be aligned so as to minimize the size of the footprint over SA V beds. 

2. The height of pier shall be a minimum of5 feet above MHW/OHW as measured from the top surface of the decking. 

3. The width of the pier is limited to a maximum of 4 feet. A turnaround area is allowed for piers greater than 200 feet in 
length. The turnaround is limited to a section ofthe pier no more than 10 feet in length and no more than 6 feet in width. 
The turnaround shall be located at the midpoint of the pier. 

4. Over-SA V bed portions of the pier shall be oriented in a north-south orientation to the maximum extent that is 
practicable. 

5. a. Ifpossible, terminal platforms shall be placed in deep water, waterward of SA V beds or in an area devoid of SA V 
beds. 

b. If a terminal platform is placed over SA V areas and constructed of grated decking, the total size of the platform shall 
be limited to 160 square feet. The grated deck material shall conform to the specifications stipulated below. The 
configuration of the platform shall be a maximum of 8 feet by 20 feet. A minimum of 5 feet by 20 feet shall conform to 
the 5-foot height requirement; a 3 feet by 20 feet section may be placed 3 feet above MHW to facilitate boat access. The 
long axis of the platform should be aligned in a north-south direction to the maximum extent that is practicable. 

c. If the terminal platform is placed over SA V areas and constructed of planks, the total size of the platform shall be 
limited to 120 square feet. The configuration of the platform shall be a maximum of 6 feet by 20 feet of which a 
minimum 4-foot wide by 20-foot long section shall conform to the 5-foot height requirement. A section may be placed 3 
feet above MHW to facilitate boat access. The 3 feet above MHW section shall be cantilevered. The long axis ofthe 
platform should be aligned in a north-south direction to the maximum extent that is practicable. lithe 3 feet above MHW 
section is constructed with grating material, it may be 3 feet wide. 

6. One uncovered boat lift area is allowed. A narrow catwalk (2 feet wide if planks are used, 3 feet wide if grating is 
used) may be added to facilitate boat maintenance along the outboard side of the boat lift and a 4-foot wide walkway 
may be added along the stern end of the boat lift, provided all such walkways are elevated 5 feet above MHW. The 
catwalk shall be cantilevered from the outboard mooring pilings (spaced no closer than 10 feet apart), 

7. Pilings shall be installed in a manner which will not result in the formation of sedimentary deposits("donuts" or 
"halos") around the newly installed pilings. Pile driving is the preferred method of installation, but jetting with a low 
pressure pump may be used. 

8. The spacing of pilings through SA V beds shall be a minimum of I 0 feet on center. 

9. The gaps between deckboards shall be a minimum of ~ inch. 

Grid Specifications and Suppliers Section modified in October 2002 to add an additional vendor of materials. 
February 2003 -Vendor name changed from ChemGrate to FiberGrate 



Marsh: 

1. The structure shall be aligned so as to have the smallest over-marsh footprint as practicable. 

2. The over-marsh portion of the dock shall be elevated to at least 4 feet above the marsh floor. 

3. The width of the dock is limited to a maximum of 4 feet. Any exceptions to the width must be accompanied by an 
equal increase in height requirement. 

Mangroves. 

1. The width of the dock is limited to a maximum of 4 feet. 

2. Mangrove clearing is restricted to the width ofthe pier. 

3. The location and alignment of the pier should be through the narrowest area of the mangrove fringe. 

Grid Specifications and Suppliers 

The following information does not constitute a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers endorsement or advertisement for 
any particular provider and is provided only as an example for those interested in obtaining these materials for dock 
construction. A type of fiberglass grate panel is manufactured by SeaSafe (Lafayette, LA; phone: 1-800-326-8842) 
and FiberGrate (1-800-527-4043). Plastic grate panels are also available from Southern Pine Lumber Company 
(Stuart, FL; phone: 772-692-2300). Panels are available in a variety of sizes and thicknesses. For safety, the grate 
should contain an anti-slip texture which is integrally molded into the top surface. The manufacturer or local 
distributor should be consulted to ensure that the load-bearing capacity of the selected product is sufficient to support 
the intended purpose. Contact the manufacturer(s) for product specifications and a list of regional distributors. 

Grid Specifications and Suppliers Section modified in October 2002 to add an additional vendor of materials. 
February 2003 -Vendor name changed from ChemGrate to FiberGrate 



STANDARD MANATEE CONDITIONS FOR IN-WATER WORK 
2011 

 
 
The permittee shall comply with the following conditions intended to protect manatees from 
direct project effects:  
 

a. All personnel associated with the project shall be instructed about the presence of 
manatees and manatee speed zones, and the need to avoid collisions with and injury to 
manatees. The permittee shall advise all construction personnel that there are civil and 
criminal penalties for harming, harassing, or killing manatees which are protected under the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act, the Endangered Species Act, and the Florida Manatee 
Sanctuary Act.  
 
b. All vessels associated with the construction project shall operate at "Idle Speed/No Wake” 
at all times while in the immediate area and while in water where the draft of the vessel 
provides less than a four-foot clearance from the bottom. All vessels will follow routes of 
deep water whenever possible.  
 
c. Siltation or turbidity barriers shall be made of material in which manatees cannot become 
entangled, shall be properly secured, and shall be regularly monitored to avoid manatee 
entanglement or entrapment. Barriers must not impede manatee movement.  
 
d. All on-site project personnel are responsible for observing water-related activities for the 
presence of manatee(s). All in-water operations, including vessels, must be shutdown if a 
manatee(s) comes within 50 feet of the operation. Activities will not resume until the 
manatee(s) has moved beyond the 50-foot radius of the project operation, or until 30 
minutes elapses if the manatee(s) has not reappeared within 50 feet of the operation. 
Animals must not be herded away or harassed into leaving.  
 
e. Any collision with or injury to a manatee shall be reported immediately to the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) Hotline at 1-888-404-3922. Collision and/or 
injury should also be reported to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Jacksonville (1-904-
731-3336) for north Florida or Vero Beach (1-772-562-3909) for south Florida, and to FWC 
at ImperiledSpecies@myFWC.com  



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
Southeast Regional Office 
263 13th Avenue South 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
 
 

SEA TURTLE AND SMALLTOOTH SAWFISH CONSTRUCTION CONDITIONS 
 

The permittee shall comply with the following protected species construction conditions: 
 

a. The permittee shall instruct all personnel associated with the project of the potential presence of 
these species and the need to avoid collisions with sea turtles and smalltooth sawfish.  All 
construction personnel are responsible for observing water-related activities for the presence of 
these species.  

 
b. The permittee shall advise all construction personnel that there are civil and criminal penalties for 

harming, harassing, or killing sea turtles or smalltooth sawfish, which are protected under the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973. 

 
c. Siltation barriers shall be made of material in which a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish cannot 

become entangled, be properly secured, and be regularly monitored to avoid protected species 
entrapment.  Barriers may not block sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish entry to or exit from 
designated critical habitat without prior agreement from the National Marine Fisheries Service’s 
Protected Resources Division, St. Petersburg, Florida. 

 
d. All vessels associated with the construction project shall operate at “no wake/idle” speeds at all 

times while in the construction area and while in water depths where the draft of the vessel 
provides less than a four-foot clearance from the bottom.  All vessels will preferentially follow 
deep-water routes (e.g., marked channels) whenever possible. 

 
e. If a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish is seen within 100 yards of the active daily 

construction/dredging operation or vessel movement, all appropriate precautions shall be 
implemented to ensure its protection.  These precautions shall include cessation of operation of 
any moving equipment closer than 50 feet of a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish.  Operation of any 
mechanical construction equipment shall cease immediately if a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish is 
seen within a 50-ft radius of the equipment.  Activities may not resume until the protected species 
has departed the project area of its own volition. 

 
f. Any collision with and/or injury to a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish shall be reported 

immediately to the National Marine Fisheries Service’s Protected Resources Division (727-824-
5312) and the local authorized sea turtle stranding/rescue organization. 

 
g. Any special construction conditions, required of your specific project, outside these general 

conditions, if applicable, will be addressed in the primary consultation. 
 

 
 

Revised: March 23, 2006 
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