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Figure 1.Chazzahowitzka River Research and Environmental Center 
RESTORE Site Location and surrounding conservation areas
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EXHIBIT B.  
Letters of Support For the  

Chassahowitzka River Research and Environmental Center (CRREC) 
 
Since the development of this proposed research facility, we have received support (both 
verbally and in writing) from various entities that would directly benefit from it’s 
development.  Below are several of those letters.  The University of South Florida, would 
be our partner in the development and operation of the facility (see first two letters 
below). The list of supporters includes state senators, representatives, and agency 
representatives (e.g., Southwest Florida Water Management District).   









 
 
July 22, 2013 
 
 
  

 

Florida Fish 
and Wildlife 
Conservation 
Commission 
 
Commissioners 
Richard A. Corbett 
Chairman 
Tampa 
 
Brian S. Yablonski 
Vice Chairman 
Tallahassee 
 
Ronald M. Bergeron 
Fort Lauderdale 
 
Aliese P. “Liesa” Priddy 
Immokalee 
 
Bo Rivard  
Panama City 
 
Charles W. Roberts III 
Tallahassee 
 
Kenneth W. Wright 
Winter Park 
 

Executive Staff 
Nick Wiley 
Executive Director 
 
Greg Holder 
Assistant Executive Director 
 
Karen Ventimiglia 
Chief of Staff 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Managing fish and wildlife 
resources for their long-term 
well-being and the benefit  
of people. 
 
 
Fish and Wildlife  
Research Institute 
100 Eighth Avenue SE 
St. Petersburg, Florida  
33701-5020 
Voice: (727) 896-8626 
Fax: (727) 823-0166 
Hearing/speech-impaired: 
(800) 955-8771 (T) 
(800) 955-8770 (V) 
MyFWC.com/Research 
 

 
Dave Sumpter 
Wildlands Conservation, Inc. 
245 North Tamiami Trail, Suite D 
Venice, FL 34285 
 

 

Mr. Sumpter, 

 

Thank you for sharing the details associated with your potential RESTORE Act 
project submittal “Chassahowitzka River Research and Environmental Center” 
(CRREC)”.  We commend you on your planning efforts to date, particularly the 
strong partnership you have forged with the University of South Florida.   

We agree that funding for this project could provide a valuable coastal research 
base for many agencies and organizations, including the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, in an area of the state where research facilities are 
lacking. 

We wish you the best of luck with your project.  Do not hesitate to contact me 
directly if I can be of any further assistance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fish and Wildlife 
Research Institute 
Gil McRae 
Director  
  
(727) 896-8626 
(727) 823-0166 FAX Gil McRae 
 FWRI Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

Arthenia L. Joyner 
District 19 

THE FLORIDA 
SENATE 

Senate District 19 
Location 

202 Senate Office Building 
404 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
(850) 487-5833 

 

 
 
 
 

District Office 
Location  

508 W. Martin Luther King, Jr Blvd. 
Suite C 

Tampa, Florida33603-3415 
(813) 233-4277 

 
June 12, 2013 
 
Herschel T. Vinyard, Jr., Secretary 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard  
M.S. 49 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
 
 
Dear Secretary Vinyard, 
 
On behalf of the University of South Florida and Wildlands Conservation, I would like to register 
my full support for the application to the RESTORE Act for funds to establish the Chassahowitzka 
River Research and Environmental Center in Homosassa, Florida.  I have a number of constituents 
and the natural resources on which they depend that have been adversely affected by the BP 
Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.  It is my belief that a research and education facility as 
proposed by USF and Wildlands Conservation on the Chassahowitzka River is exactly what is 
needed to know and confront the kinds of adversity that results from catastrophes like the oil spill. 
 
As you know, the University of South Florida has a research program that focuses on marine 
ecology, especially landscape ecology of marine systems, restoration ecology and marine 
conservation. Many of its ongoing studies target questions related to ecosystem response to 
changing marine habitats, and collaboration with groups of researchers, mainly based at USF, that 
are working on issues linking urban ecology, watersheds and human dimensions.  The non-profit 
Wildlands Conservation, Inc. is group of conservation professionals with community-based goals 
and partnerships to conserve our natural environment, and works as a partner with USF and other 
research and education entities. 
 
Accordingly, I believe the proposed Chassahowitzka River Research and Environmental Center 
will be a state-of-the-art facility that attracts the best scientific knowledge and instruction 
pertaining to salt and freshwater systems on the Gulf Coast, and can be an anchor to a number of 
economic activities in the surrounding Citrus County community, much less our state. 
 
It is with great enthusiasm that I ask also for your support of this proposal to the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation to grant federal RESTORE Act funds to these Florida entities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Arthenia L. Joyner 



 

 

SENATOR DENISE GRIMSLEY 
21st District 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
 

 
COMMITTEES: 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Health 
   and Human Services, Chair 
Agriculture 
Appropriations 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal and  
   Civil Justice 
Children, Families, and Elder Affairs 
Environmental Preservation and Conservation 
Health Policy 
 
SELECT COMMITTEE: 
Select Committee on Patient Protection 
   and Affordable Care Act 
 

 

 
 REPLY TO: 
   205 South Commerce Avenue, Suite A, Sebring, Florida 33870 

   212 East Stuart Avenue, Lake Wales, Florida 33853 
   306 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100  (850) 487-5021 
 

Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 
 
 

 DON GAETZ GARRETT RICHTER 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

 

 
 
September 11, 2013 
 
Wildlands Conservation, Inc.  

245 North Tamiami Trail, Suite D 
Venice, FL 34285 
 
Attn: David Sumpter, Executive Director 
RE: 2010 Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill NFWF Project Application  
 
 
Dear Mr. Sumpter,  

 
I would like to express my support for the application to allocate funds to establish the Chassahowitzka River 
Research and Environmental Center (CRREC) on the nature coast of Florida. I believe a partnership with the 
University of South Florida and Wildlands Conservation, Inc to create a research center that is fully functioning 
and highly regarded, would prove to be very beneficial to the citizens of Florida.  
 
This partnership, between both entities, could provide collaborative research opportunities for faculty, students 

and others which would in turn aide in remedying the harm and reduce the risk of future harm to Gulf Coast 
natural resources. The University of South Florida already has a research program that focuses on marine ecology, 
landscape ecology and conservation. Their programs, combined with the community-based goals and partnerships 
to conserve our natural environment that Wildlands Conservation, Inc and its professional members have, would 
prove to establish a strong scientific based partnership capable of producing outstanding research within the area.  
 
I strongly support the establishment of the Chassahowitzka River Research and Environmental Center (CRREC) 
and believe that it would prove to be a highly regarded resource to the west coast of Florida and to all citizens in 

this great state.   
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Denise Grimsley 

State Senator, District 21
 

 





 

 
 

EXHIBIT C.  
Description of Property and Facilities 

(Realtor’s Description) 





























EXHIBIT D. 
Pictures of  

Chassahowitzka River Research and Environmental Center 
The Main House 

 
Figure 1 . Main House. 

 



Figure 2. Main House – back porch. 

 
Figure 3. Main House – Kitchen 

 
Figure 4. Main House – Porch looking towards River 



 
 
Figure 5. Main House – Living Area 
 

 
 

OTHER FACILITIES 

 
 

Figure 6. Meeting Room/Laboratory in Foreground; Boathouse in background.  



 
Figure 7. Meeting Room/Laboratory. 
 

 
Figure 8. Boathouse. 



Figure 9. Walkway to cabins for research interns 
 

 
Figure 10 . Typical Cabin (one of 4). 



 
Figure 11. Bunk and Bathhouse.  
 

 
Figure 12. Greenhouse.  

 
 



REGIONAL NATURAL RESOURCES  
(and access) 

 
Figure 13. View of Chaz from Research facility (note spring at end of dock) 
 

 
Figure 14. One of Eight Springs on the Subject Property 
 



 
 
 

 
Figure 15. Springs from Dock. 



 

 
Figure 16 . River view from Subject Property. 
 

 
Figure 17 . River downstream from Subject Property. 



 
Figure 18. Chaz River (approaching Gulf).  Approx. 15 min. boat ride from Subject 
Property.  
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