Reducing the Impacts of Artificial Lighting
On Sea Turtles as Mitigation for the
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill

Light pollution is a major factor in the decline of sea turtles.
It adversely impacts their nesting habitat and survival rates of both nesting females and
hatchings. Reducing this source of mortality can mitigate for turtle deaths and habitat degradation
caused by the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill.
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Over 50,000 sea turtles were
disoriented by artificial light
pollution in Florida.
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mplylng with sea turtle lighting guidelines.

* Of the 76 properties, 45 were able to accept the
grant funds and complete the lighting modifications
under the time frame of the grant. Photos depicting
“Before” and “After” results are shown on the next

slides.
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Note: In this photo, all light sources have
been converted; however, window tinting
had not yet been applied to bottom floors.
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*Note: Photo taken landward of dune vegetation

as there was not enough light reaching the beach

to take a photograph. Dune vegetation will help to

block out garage lights from being seen from the beach
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Note: lights on condo in the
distance were already
converted in this photo
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Bradenton Beach, Fl
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MaximizingSea Turtle:Nesting Success
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- Jéve'i a plan te add to existing stretches of dark beach
MENTESIale Park) in order to create a contiguous stretch of
— Img Aabitat rather than creating pockets of dark areas.
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-.f Preliminary estimates: STC darkened 24,000 linear feet of
Beachrand restored over 4 miles of sea turtle nesting
habitat.




Documented Reductioniin Disorientations

Hatchlings disoriented to lights on coastal properties —_——
on Anna Maria Island '
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--*'T he turtle lighting project was NFWFE’s favorite
- Recovered Oi1l Fund project, and was also well received
Py BP as a successful mitigation effort.

e STC proposes to expand the project into the Florida

Panhandle through a grant under the NRDA Early
Restoration Program.




