RESTORE Act Ecosystem Restoration Project Proposals
for consideration in the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council’s Comprehensive Plan

2012

Contact Information: Roger DeBruler Jr., Marine Resources PA., Date of Submittal:
Charlotte County Parks & Natural Recourses, 12/3/12
roger.debruler@charlottefl.com

Name of Project: Capt. Jeff Steele Memorial Artificial Reef Habitat Org and Rank:
Enhancement Charlotte County

Project Description: Artificial reef construction and habitat enhancement/creation

Project Location: Gulf of Mexico, 26 55.800 N / 082 35.900 W

Responsible Party: Charlotte County Partners: This project is supported by the
Charlotte County Marine Advisory Committee

NEP: CHNEP | Project Cost: $500,000 | Dollars Needed: $500,000

Start: Spring 2013 | Completion: Summer 2015

Status of Project Design and Permitting: Site layout is complete, field surveys pending. Permit
in house USACE #SAJ 2007-05318 expires Jan 2018

What Date or Year could Construction Feasibly Begin: 2014

Your Proposed Timing of Funding (given permits, phasing, staging, etc.)

FY 12/13 13/14 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 Total

$150,000 | $350,000 $500,000

Quantify Environmental Results and How to Measure Them: Annual fish count and benthic
organism monitoring will be conducted.

Economic Benefits (including ecosystem services): A recent artificial reef socio-economic
conducted for southwest Florida concluded that annual expenditures associated with artificial
reefs in Charlotte County alone are just over $28,000,000. The County’s reef system supports
approximately 306 full or part time jobs (http://www.flseagrant.org/).

Estimated number of Jobs Created or Preserved: 3

How much Habitat will be restored and conserved?: 15 acres of created habitat

Quantify pollutant reductions: Pollutant reduction is not a component of this project.

What living coastal/marine resources will be improved and by how much?: Increases in the
biological diversity of Gulf of Mexico seafloor areas previously devoid of preferred habitat for
finfish and benthic organisms.

How will community resilience be enhanced? Additions to the County’s reef system add to the
economic resilience of the community and are supported even by citizens who do not utilize the
reefs (http://www.flseagrant.org/).

Additional Justification: Although there are a few areas of low relief hard bottom in the Gulf and bay
waters surrounding Charlotte County, in general, productive hard bottom habitat is sparse in Southwest
Florida waters. Appropriate artificial reef materials have significant benefits in terms of habitat
enhancement and recruitment opportunities for finfish and invertebrates.

This project reef design will consist of two patch areas of large diameter limestone boulders
(approximately 2,000 tons total). Based upon observations of limestone boulder placed on other Charlotte
County reefs, limestone appears to be superior in contrast to concrete light poles or culvert in two main
ways: (1) it is a “natural” material which benefits encrusting benthic organisms and (2) it typically
provides greater complexity and interstitial habitat for desirable finfish such as snapper and grouper.

Add any photos or maps that explain project:




ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF ARTIFICIAL REEFS

Charlotte County, FL

Thesa are findings from a recent study of economic benefits assodated with
artificial reef programs in a six-county region of Southwest Florida (Pinellas,
Hillsborough, Manates, Sarasota, Charlotte and Lee counties). The full report,
Economic impacts of Artifiial Reefs for Six Southwest Aonida Counties, TP
178, is available from Florida Sea Grant, flseagrant.org.

At a glance:

# The rasults from a racant survey of the aconomic impact of artificial
reafs show extensive use of the Charlotte County artificial reef system
by residents, visitors, private boaters and for-hire dients.

* On a daily basis, an average of nearly 700 persons in Charlotte Courty
— residants and visitors included — use artificial reefs.

* Fisharman and divers who launch from Charlotte County to usa artificial
reaf sites spend almost $28 million in tha county annually.

» Survey results document that artificial reefs help support the for-hire
fishing sactor (guides, charter and party boats) with dients spending
nearly $7 million on artificial reef-related trips.

» \fisitors bring new money into the |ocal economy (514,75 million),
acoounting for mora than half of artificial reef expendituras,

» Expenditures on artificial reef-ralated activities nenerate nearly $23
million in net economic impacts annual ly that support 206 full- and
part-time jiobs.

* Charlotte County government's artificial reef developmant adtivities
rely artiraly on annual grant funding provided by Local Boating
Improvemant Funds. Supplemental construction funds are providad
by the Florida Fish and Wildlifa Consenation Commission statewide
artificial reef program and other grant programs.

« With over 830 miles of shoreling, induding mangrove-lined aguatic
presarves, river passages and whita sand beaches, and 270 squara miles
of protectad maring estuary, Charlotte County possasses some of the
most pristing and productive coastal areas in the state,

Public Support for Artificial Reefs

In general, what is your opinion regarding tha usa of public funds to provida
and maintain artifidal reefs for recreation in Florida's waters?

Reef Users  Non Reef Users
Support B39 Support 639
Neutral 179 Meutral 309

Opposz 0% Oppose 7%
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The shudy was conducted by Florids Sea Grant and LintversEy of Florida ressanchers wiih funding provided by the U.S. Fish and W idife Service Federal Ald In Sport Fish
Fesiombon Program through a grant fo the Florkda Fish and Wildife Corsensafion Commission the West Cosst Infand Havipsiion Cishrick; and by parfidpafing counbes.
Informafion wars collecied wsing a varkety of sunsey technigues fhat asked privabe bosier and for-hire operadors. and clients about thelr arfificial reef use during 2005, For more

Information, contact: Betty Staugler, Charofis County Sea Geant Exlension, [541) TE4-4346, stiauglenuiledu.
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