
RESTORE Act Ecosystem Restoration Project Proposals 
for consideration in the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council’s Comprehensive Plan 

2012 

Contact Information:  Roger DeBruler Jr., Marine Resources PA., 

Charlotte County Parks & Natural Recourses, 

roger.debruler@charlottefl.com 

Date of Submittal:  
12/3/12 

Name of Project: Capt. Jeff Steele Memorial Artificial Reef Habitat 

Enhancement 

Org and Rank: 

Charlotte County  

Project Description: Artificial reef construction and habitat enhancement/creation 

Project Location: Gulf of Mexico, 26 55.800 N / 082 35.900 W 

Responsible Party: Charlotte County Partners: This project is supported by the 

Charlotte County Marine Advisory Committee 

NEP: CHNEP Project Cost: $500,000 Dollars Needed: $500,000 

Start: Spring 2013 Completion: Summer 2015 

Status of Project Design and Permitting: Site layout is complete, field surveys pending. Permit 

in house USACE #SAJ 2007-05318 expires Jan 2018 

What Date or Year could Construction Feasibly Begin: 2014 

Your Proposed Timing of Funding (given permits, phasing, staging, etc.) 

FY 12/13 13/14 14/15 15/16 16/17 17/18 Total 

  $150,000 $350,000    $500,000 

Quantify Environmental Results and How to Measure Them: Annual fish count and benthic 

organism monitoring will be conducted. 

Economic Benefits (including ecosystem services): A recent artificial reef socio-economic 

conducted for southwest Florida concluded that annual expenditures associated with artificial 

reefs in Charlotte County alone are just over $28,000,000. The County’s reef system supports 

approximately 306 full or part time jobs (http://www.flseagrant.org/). 

Estimated number of Jobs Created or Preserved: 3 

How much Habitat will be restored and conserved?:   15 acres of created habitat 

Quantify pollutant reductions: Pollutant reduction is not a component of this project. 

What living coastal/marine resources will be improved and by how much?:  Increases in the 

biological diversity of Gulf of Mexico seafloor areas previously devoid of preferred habitat for 

finfish and benthic organisms.  

How will community resilience be enhanced? Additions to the County’s reef system add to the 

economic resilience of the community and are supported even by citizens who do not utilize the 

reefs (http://www.flseagrant.org/).  

Additional Justification: Although there are a few areas of low relief hard bottom in the Gulf and bay 

waters surrounding Charlotte County, in general, productive hard bottom habitat is sparse in Southwest 

Florida waters.  Appropriate artificial reef materials have significant benefits in terms of habitat 

enhancement and recruitment opportunities for finfish and invertebrates.  

This project reef design will consist of two patch areas of large diameter limestone boulders 

(approximately 2,000 tons total). Based upon observations of limestone boulder placed on other Charlotte  

County reefs, limestone appears to be superior in contrast to concrete light poles or culvert in two main 

ways: (1) it is a “natural” material which benefits encrusting benthic organisms and (2) it typically 

provides greater complexity and interstitial habitat for desirable finfish such as snapper and grouper.  

Add any photos or maps that explain project: 



 

 

 



 


