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	Contact Information (Name, email, phone number, organization):  
Christopher Cole; cbcole@scgov.net; 941-232-5952; Sarasota County
	Date of Submittal: December 15, 2016

	Name of Project: 
Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program
	Rank (1 is highest):  T4

	Project Description: 
This Sarasota Bay restoration project was initiated in the 1980’s with the focus on protecting flow from the streams and creeks that feed into the Sarasota Bay National Estuary, a federal designated water resource.  Water quality sampling of various surface waters within Sarasota County and area drainage basins, mainly Phillippi Creek, have historically contained high concentrations of fecal coliform.  Fecal coliform concentrations routinely exceed the standard of 200 CFU per 100 mL, and other studies were able to detect human intestinal viruses.

These high concentrations of fecal coliform do not appear to be discreet events related to seasonal or climactic changes but rather, are entering the surface water via groundwater flow in part from failing septic systems.  This project replaces over 15,000 aging septic systems with central sewers to improve wastewater treatment and effluent disposal, and in return address important factors in protecting both public health and watershed protection within Sarasota County.  

The program is a multi-year project, with the first phase of the program constructed in 2000-2001.  The Phillippi Creek program is approximately 64% complete, given the seven areas that have been constructed and the area currently under construction.  Two additional areas to replace 2,370 septic systems are currently under design.  The cost of the entire program is nearly $200 million dollars.

	Project Location: 
The Phillippi Creek program boundaries are: south of University Parkway, north of Clark Road, west of I-75, and east to the Sarasota Bay and gulf beaches, within the Sarasota County Phillippi Creek Watershed.  

	Responsible Party: 
Sarasota County
	Partners: 

	Estimated Project Cost: (for remaining areas)
$80,000,000
	Dollars needed:
$28,200,000

	Expected match and source:

	

	Start Year: FY01
	Completion Year: FY19

	Status of Project Design and Permitting: 
Areas O/P is currently under construction.  Areas M & I-J1 will be ready for construction within 18 months.  7,000+ homes have already been connected to central sewer.

	Goals and Florida Priorities addressed, from “Goals and Florida Priorities” document:
Primary Goal: Restore Water Quality
Primary Florida Priority: Reduce excessive sediment, pollutant and nutrient loads in waterways by improving the management of urban and agricultural stormwater runoff, increasing the treatment levels of wastewater and encouraging their reuse, restoring inland waterways that flow to Sarasota Bay and the Gulf, restoring canals and altered floodplains to represent more natural systems, and promoting more sustainable adjacent land use policies.

Secondary Goal (if appropriate):
Secondary Florida Priority:


	Environmental Results expected: (i.e., acres and types of habitat restored or protected; lbs. of pollutant reduced; etc): 
Phillippi Creek, a tributary to Sarasota Bay, which is a federal designated water resource, has been identified as being impaired for bacteria and nutrients.  This program will eliminate over 15,000 failing or poorly performing septic systems, decrease the level of fecal coliform and nutrients entering the creeks and bays, and eliminate several package wastewater treatment plants that have surface water discharges to the Bay. The improvement in water quality will enhance native habitats for all species in the system. 

	Additional Benefits: 
The program will protect public health, safeguard the environment, and increase the amount of reclaimed water by 3.0 million gallons per day that could be beneficially used for irrigation, which will reduce the amount of groundwater withdrawals..


Add any photos or maps or other materials that explain project
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