
Natural Resource Damage Assessment
 
(NRDA) Long Beach Park - Educational
 

A.	 Generallnformation 

Organization: Panama City Beach - Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) 

Contact Name: Mario Gisbert Title: PCB - CRA Manager 

Address: 110 South Arnold Road, Panama City Beach, FL 32413 

Phone/Email: 850.258.6179 MGisbert@pcbgov.com 

Website: http://pcbonthemove.com/ 

B.	 Project Information 

Project Name: Long Beach Park Educational beach/dune lake walk/paddle trail 

Location: Panama City Beach - Front Beach Road & Chruchwell Drive 

State: FL County: Bay 

Watershed/Basin: Choctawhatchee River and Bay Watershed - 03140101 

Lat/Longitude: 30° 10.743'N Affected Area: 22.57 acres 

85° 48.709'W 

C.	 Project Description 

The Long Beach Park - Educational Project will provide access for visitors and residents to experience 

the natural ecosystems that exist within Historic Long Beach. The Project consist of the purchasing 

of the old Gulf of Mexico Beach Club motel property for public beach access and use: the purchase 

of an adjoining five acres for an upland park to support non-beach education and wetland 

restoration; and the donation of some nine acres of privately owned wetlands and uplands for a 1.5 

mile walking trail around extensively impacted Lake Flora - head waters to Grand Lagoon. Grand 

Lagoon directly discharges to St Andrews Bay, an Outstanding Florida Water and Aquatic Preserve 

and ultimately the Gulf of Mexico. 

Facilities proposed within the park include: beach volleyball, passive playground, kayak/canoe/sail 

Gulf & Dune Lake launching facility, dune walkover, stormwater detention facilities (with reuse 

water irrigation), restrooms, parking facility, observation platforms, Viewing benches and picnic 



pavilions. Traffic light and crosswalks are proposed to provide access across Front each Road and 

Churchwell Drive. The Bay Town Trolley stop will be located at the beach facility. The existing 

usable buildings on site will be utilized as a Nature Education Center. Community educational 

programs will be presented by resource professionals. 

The proposed Project Site is located along a series of old dune lakes that form the headwaters of 

Grand Lagoon. The improvements of this lake system and stormwater treatment will enhance the 

water quality and productivity of St. Andrews Bay and the Gulf of Mexico. It is the City's intention to 

clean up the lake on the project site and restore the area to an ecological sustainable system for the 

propagation of fish and wildlife. The projects intent is to provide an urban setting compatible with 

an ecological enhancement corridor. The lake and beach front parcels (both fee purchase and 

conservation easements) included in this project site are located in this lake and dune corridor. 

Additional benefits the park will provide include: 

The existing direct outfall structures removed will reduce pollutants and beach shoreline erosion. 

The stormwater ponds will also provide reuse-water for the landscape irrigation. All lighting will be 

turtle friendly. Kiosks placed on transit stops will include dune, bird, wildlife, shoreline, turtle and 

water quality educational information. Alternate efficient modes of travel such as 8' wide trails, 

bike trails, with mass transit system access will reduce the vehicular traffic along with added 

efficiency from the Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) all to help reduce C02 emissions. The 

main land acquisition will be for wildlife walking trail, dune lake restoration, beach access and 

stormwater ponds. Refer to attached plans for added details on the overall project. 

D.	 Project Type(s) 

,l'Restoration ,l'Protection 

,l'Debris Removal ,l'Land Acquisition 

,I'Maintenance/Management ,I' Education 

E.	 Project Habitat(s) 

,l'Upland Riverine 

Marine/Estuarine Wetlands ,l'Freshwater Wetlands 

,I' Beach/Dune Subtidal (Nearshore/Offshore) 

F.	 Resource Benefit(s) 

,l'Marine Mammals Corals 

,l'Shellfish ,l'Shoreline 

,l'Water Column ,l'Fish 

,l'Birds ,l'Vegetation 

,l'Terrestrial Wildlife ,l'Human Use (Recreational, Cultural) 

,l'Sediment/Benthos ,l'The project will directly benefit: 

,l'Reptiles/Amphibians ,l'Sea Turtles and Dune Nesting Birds 



G.	 Project Status 

Project/Resource Acquisition: Right of way and temporary easements have been identified, 

notifications have been sent to owners and parcels identified. 

Time to implement: Demolition and construction could start within 6 months of 

funding and land acquisition. 

Project Planning/Design: Schematic plans are on hand and demolition specification. 

Time to Project Completion: 12 month construction duration 

The project is part of the Community Redevelopment Agency Plan, Panama City Beach 

Comprehensive Plan, along with support from North West Florida Water Management District and 

Panama City Beach Convention and Visitors Bureau. 

H.	 Project Costs 

Estimated Cost:	 $6,200,000 for Land $2,000,000 TIF 2011 

$2,800,000 for Const. $2,000,000 TIF 2012 

$9,000,000; Total $2,000,000 TIF 2013 
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Parcel Map and Acquisition Requirements
 



Clearing and Demolition Requirements
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Florida/National Recreation Paddling Trail
 



Charlie Cn,1 
GO\CIlIOIFlorida Department of 

kif KOllkal1lpEnvironmental Protection 
1,( (i,wcrnor 

MaJ:jory Stoneman Douglas Building 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard Mimi A Dre\\ 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399·3000 Sccret:lI\ 

December 24th, 2010 

Mayor Gayle Oberst 
City Hall 
110 South Arnold Road 
Panama City Beach, FL 32413 

Dear Mayor Oberst 

Extending around Florida's entire coast, the 1,515-mile Florida Circumnavigational 
Saltwater Paddling Trail is both a legislatively designated Florida recreation trail and a 
national recreation trail. For grant purposes, the Churchwell sites in Panama City 
Beach, Bay County, is on the main route of the Florida Circumnavigational Saltwater 
Paddling Trail. Any amenities provided for paddlers regarding this project will 
certainly be welcomed by paddlers. 

Should you have any questions regarding the trail, please do not hesitate to contact me: 
(850) 421-3677j doug.alderson@dep.state.fl.us. 

Thank you, 
I 

/;t:-v-e) (t<..tU01;·l 
I I 

Doug Alderson 
Florida Paddling Trails Coordinator 
Office of Greenways and Trails 
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February 17, 2011 

Ellen Cunningham
 
Conservation Properties, Inc.
 
2507 Callaway Road, Suite 101
 
Tallahassee, FL 32303
 

Dear Ms. Cunningham, 

Thank you for your request for information from the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI). We have 
compiled the following infonnatlon for your project area. 

Project:	 Churchwell Sites FCT Proposal - Revised Report 

Date Received:	 0211512011 

Location:	 Township 3S, Range 16W, Section 36
 
Bay County
 

Locally Significant Natural Area Status
 
We have determined that this site does meet the criteria for a Locally Significant Natural Area (LNA)
 
for purposes of FloJida Communities Trust proposal evaluations. The attached table details how the
 
site matches the FNAI criteria for LNA status.
 

Element Occurrences
 
A search of our maps and database indicates that currently we have several Element Occurrences
 
mapped within the vicinity of the study area (see enclosed map and Element Occurrence table).
 
Please be advised that a lack of Element Occurrences in the FNAI database is not a sufficient
 
indication of the absence of rare or endangered species on a site.
 

The Element Occurrences dBta/ayer includes occurrences of rare species and natural communities. The 
map legend Indicates that some Element Occurrences occur in the general vicinity of the label point. This 
may be dufllo lack ofpr8CJsion of the source data, or an element that occurs Oll9r an extended area (such 
as a wide ranging species or large natural community). For animals and plants, Element Occurrences 
generally rafer 10 tnOf9 than a casual sighting; they usually indicate a viable population of the species. Note 
that some Element Occurrences represent historically documenl8d observations which may no longer be 
extant. Extirpated Element OCCUrrences wHI be marked with an X' following the occurrence label on the 
enclosed map. 

Likely and Potential Rare Species 
In addition to documented occurrences, other rare species and natural communities may be identified 
on or near the site based on habitat models and species range models (see enclosed Biodiversity 
Matrix Report). These species should be taken into consideration in field surveys, land management, 
and impact avoidance and mitigation. 
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Locally Significant Natural Area Criteria 

Dati: 18-Feb-11 
81.. Heme: Chun:hwellSllH - ReYiMd 
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FNAJ h8blfflt trrf1dfn IndIcaIe ..... wIridt"-.on land COIoW type. aIfer...,.,.,., for one ormen ,.,.. 
.".".. ",., fa IIrlowIIID OCCU'1n ". lIIi:inIy. HebIIat modeIa have bMrI dewltJped for eppt01t/trIIIII300 01 file 
ratNt....1racAdby the tnwnfory, 1ndfIdlng" fedenJtIy IiaIed ."edK 

FNAJ ",.... range modeIa IndIt:Me .,... ",.,.,. within ". kIIOlIn orptedIcted range ole apedM, baled on 
cttmef8 VlJIilIb(M, toll, WIglIt8IIon, andbr1Iope. SpedeI range modeIa have "." developed for ~ 

34O.".eIH. 1ndudInrI ell fNereIty IIaIed /lI1fICift. 

The FHAlI3IodIYerdy u.tx ~ campIlN ~ UIfeIy, and PuIwItW apedM and natural 
c:ommunIIH for each IIQUII'e mile ",.",. UnIt aI8fIIWlde. 

The Inventory aIwa~ recommends Chill profeaIoneIt r.mIIIar with Aorida's flo,. and fauna Ihould 
conduct 8 ....pecIIIc survey to determine the cunwlt pruence or absence of rere. threatened, or 
endangered epee,". 

PteII8e vI8It WWW.fnlll.orgItrackIngIIsdm for county or stat8Wlde Element OccumInce distributions and 
IInka to 11101'8 element 1nfonMIIon. 

The d...... melnbllnecl by !he florida *lural Antaa Inventory is the 8Ingle moet comprehensive source 
of Informatlon avalIabIe on \he IoCaIona of... epeclee and other significant eooIogicaI ~. 
HoweYw. the daCI .,. not aIwaya baeed on comprehenal¥e or alte-8pec:lftc tIeId SU/V8YS. Therefore, this 
Infonnatlon lIhouId not be regarded .. alnat ...tement on the bioi0gicai ~ of the sIt8 being 
conlldered. nor lIhouId It be 8UbetIbMd for on-8ItIl surveys. InvenlIofy d8ta .... deIIgned for the purposes 
ofconeervatlon pl&nnq and acIentIfIc leS8*Ch. and .,. not Intended for use .. the prImery crlteri8 for 
regutalory decisions. 

Information provided by this database may not be published without prior writtan notification to the Florida 
Nat\nI ArMs Jnvw1b'y, and lhe Jnveneory mutt be cndII8d as an information ICUC8In theM 
puIlIIcationa. FNAl datil mey not be resold for proII. 

ThIa report .. made naI1able at no charge due to funding from the F10Itda Department 0' 
Community Atrah, FIorfdII camlNlllUlM Truet. 

Thri you for yoot use of FNAt aeMcea. If I can be of further lI8Il8tenC8. pleue give me e C8lI at (850) 
224-8207. 

SIncerely, 

H4JMLO~ 
MIch_ O'Brien 
Data S8rvlces Analyst 

End 




