
 
FLORIDA GULF OF MEXICO RESTORATION  

PROJECT SUBMITTAL FORM 
 
 
Form Purpose and Instructions
 

:  

• To assist the project proposal and review process, please complete this Submittal Form.  Completion of 
the Form will contribute to the appropriate information being completely and accurately submitted for 
each project.  

• Take as much space as needed for each question, but please keep responses as focused as possible.  It 
may assist you to review all the questions before addressing any one question. 

• Please submit one Form per project, if you have multiple projects - please submit one Form for each 
project. 

• Please submit completed Forms to Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us.  Once your Form is 
successfully submitted, you will receive a confirmation email from the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection.    
 
      

Project Name:       

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Information (Include at least one name, phone number, email address, and organization name if applicable):      

 

 

 

Project Location (Include a map, if possible, and the city, county, longitude/latitude, and watershed):      

 

 

 

Project Description (Describe all aspects of the project):     
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Estimated Project Costs (Describe the estimated costs of the project, including any assumptions for contingency and 
ongoing operations/maintenance. Identify other secured funding sources such as matching funds, in-kind contributions or 
state/federal dollars. In addition, if possible, complete and submit the Cost Appendix Sheet associated with this Form): 

 

 

 

  
 

Other Funding (Indicate if the project is submitted for any potential funding or if it may be used to leverage additional 
funding, if so please describe the funding source [e.g. State/Federal Grants]): 

 

 

 

 

Technical Feasibility (Describe the technologies involved and any relevant past experience or proven success with similar 
projects):   

 

 

 

 

Environmental Benefits (Describe the nature, magnitude, and timing of any environmental benefits attributable to the 
project.  If possible, describe potential environmental performance measures [e.g. pollutant reduction].  Please address 
any potential environmental impacts associated with implementing or maintaining the project [e.g. loss of a habitat or 
conversion of habitat from one type to another during implementation]):         

 

 

 

 

Economic and Social Benefits (Describe the economic and social benefits including those related to the project’s improved 
ecosystem services and any estimates on jobs created or preserved):   

 

 

 

 

 



Community Resilience (Describe if the project assists Florida’s ability to anticipate, withstand, or recover from hazards or 
threats [e.g. hurricane preparedness, establishing living shorelines]): 

 

 

 

 

Conflicts or Complements to Existing Efforts (Describe any ongoing activities in the project implementation area, if the 
project is part of another plan, and why the project does or does not interfere with that work.  Please consider how the 
project may complement existing local, regional, and state efforts/plans/objectives):  

 
 
 
 

Complies with Federal, State, Local, and Tribal Laws/Regulations (Describe any concerns or potential conflicts):   

 

 

 

 

Readiness for Implementation (Describe if the project has had any design or permitting work started or completed 
[attach permits or design work].  Please address any issues that may delay start or finish of the project):   

 

 

 

Public Acceptance (Describe any known or potential public approval or opposition to the project):    

 

 

 

 

 Additional Information you wish to provide (Please include any maps, designs, drawings, photos, or background 
resources that may assist in completely and accurately understanding the project): 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Cost Appendix Sheet 
Cost Item                Cost Estimate

Planning  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Planning Subtotal:  
Construction  
  
  
  

Construction Subtotal:  
Monitoring  
  
  
  
  

Monitoring Subtotal:  
Project Cost  

 
Subtotal:  

 
TOTAL:  

Estimated Costs by Year 
Year 1  
Year 2  
Year 3  
Year 4  
Year 5  
Year 6  


	Project Submission Form-updated.pdf
	 Additional Information you wish to provide (Please include any maps, designs, drawings, photos, or background resources that may assist in completely and accurately understanding the project):

	Cost Appendix Sheet-updated

	Project Name: Yates Creek Park, Previously submitted under #SZ07C4A3
This is an update to the original submission; this describes the final concept of the project, as well as gives more information on the area.
	Contact Information Include at least one name phone number email address and organization name if applicable: Debbie Casey
Cell: 850-295-2182
email: dcasey111@yahoo.com
I am a Managing Member of the Clark Properties of Taylor County LLC, consisting of 17 family members; we own 220 acres that includes the Yates Creek boat ramp.  I also represent the Billy Ezell family, the Jack Bodiford family and Pete Mahteson, who are owners of the other 50 acres this project encompasses.  We have been working with Taylor County for years in trying to secure funding for a Yates Creek Park.
	Project Location Include a map if possible and the city county longitudelatitude and watershed: This project is located directly on the Gulf on the coast of Taylor County, Florida; It is at and around the mouth of Yates Creek.
	Project Description Describe all aspects of the project: The goal of this project is to create a County (or State) Park via securing BP funds for the purchase of the approximately 270 acres at and around the mouth of Yates Creek; it also includes a request for enough funds to cover projected construction costs.  The park would include the creek beds of Yates Creek and Little Spring Creek, as well as the existing boat ramp for small boats, along with enough property to establish a primitive camp ground, nature trails, bird-watching stations, small parking areas and restroom facilities.  It is proposed that the park be created with as little construction and disruption of the property as possible, in order to preserve the pristine nature of the area so that visitors would be able to observe a true glimpse of “Old Florida,” showing birds and other wildlife in their natural habitats. Creating this park in an environmentally responsible manner would preserve from development this Coastal Ecosystem that is home to a wide variety of plants and animals, including endangered species such as the Black Bear and the Bald Eagle.  In fact, we have obtained a letter of support for this project from the Florida Wildlife Federation.
 
The availability of this type of public park would promote eco-tourism in our area, thus attracting visitors to local restaurants and lodging facilities.  This would potentially provide an influx of new revenues into the area, and have a positive impact on new job creation.  With a little planning and advertising, the park could become a destination for both local citizens and visitors to Taylor County; consequently, the Taylor County Development Authority has also endorsed this project with a letter of support. 
 
Although Taylor County boasts at least 51 miles of the longest, contiguous coastline in Florida, public access is currently limited to less than 3,000 feet. Establishing Yates Creek Park would provide much-needed public access to the Gulf; it would be the only public boat ramp between Keaton Beach and Spring Warrior, a distance of about 10 miles.  With this in mind, the Foley Timber and Land Company, which recently completed a large-scale preservation-based development plan for its holdings in Taylor County, has given this project its letter of support.  Not only would the development of Yates Creek Park help protect and preserve the natural beauty of the area, but it would also allow families to enjoy the bounties of the Gulf by fishing from the shore and crabbing in the streams. Additionally, it would become a much-needed stop-over point for those people traveling the Florida Circumnavigational Paddling Trail and the Big Bend Saltwater Paddling Trail, since both run adjacent to the property. 
 
The Park would provide educational opportunities for groups of school children
who visit the Park in order to enjoy a rare glimpse of a virtually undisturbed
saltwater marsh ecosystem.  Additionally, they could learn about the local history, with tales of the Native American Indians who once inhabited the area, the Old Florida cattle herding that was prevalent here, the sponge fishermen who used Yates Creek to unload their sponges at the fish house near the boat ramp and the nearby Confederate salt works sites that played such an important role in the War Between the States.  Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops could enjoy camping in a setting where they could catch and cook their own meals, while learning about nature and self-sufficiency.  There are few places in today's digital world that can offer such a unique opportunity.  Parents could also use the Park, as the property has been used over the years, for family outings in which they could teach their children the awe, joy and respect for nature that they themselves learned while growing up.  Preserving this aspect of life for our children and grandchildren is priceless.
 
 
 
 
	Estimated Project Costs Describe the estimated costs of the project including any assumptions for contingency and: This proposal requests $2.4 million from the BP Horizon project; this would enable   Taylor County to purchase the approximately 270 acres at and around Yates Creek.  Additionally, the proposal requests $200,000 to be used at the County's discretion for improvements and the on-going maintenance of the Park.  An estimate for some of the expenditures would include, but not be limited to the following:
1.  Improvement and expansion of the existing parking area and the addition of two small parking areas:  $10,000
This figure was arrived at by speaking to Andy McCleod, head of the Taylor County Road Department; it would include: grading and leveling the existing parking area, creating another small parking area to the right at the entrance of the property and establishing a small parking area near the campground.  These figures are based on using existing materials in the current parking area, as well as providing some additional limerock for the smaller parking areas; this proposal does not include any type of paving.
2.  Well for potable water near campground:  $2,500
3. Aerobic septic tank near campground for proposed on-site
Park Groundskeeper/Resident:  $5,000
4. Water pipes and faucets for 12 campsites and port-o-let areas:  $10,000
5.  Permanently-mounted metal grills for 12 campsites:  $2,400
6.  12 Fire-pits for campsites:  $1,200
7.  Culvert and entrance road to campground:  $3,000
8.  Two outdoor shower stalls at campground, one outdoor shower at port-o-lets located near boat ramp area:  $1,000
9.  Creation of ground-level nature trails with placards highlighting relevant historical and nature information:  $10,000
10.  Construction of raised-dock nature trails with bird-watching stations:  $75,000 
11.  Improvement of boat ramp:  $25,000  
Total cost of Improvements:  $145,100
These costs are estimates only; the final cost will depend on the County's specs and requirements, as well as those of the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD), which are not known at this time.  Keeping this in mind, extra funds are being requested to be used for the County's discretionary amount for construction and improvements; any funds not used in the establishment of the park can be used for on-going maintenance. The Park facilities are proposed with simplicity in mind, which would result in lower-cost maintenance for the County in the future.  For example, since FEMA requires restroom facilities to be elevated 21 ft. above sea level, making the cost of such a facility around $120,000 (according to estimates from the Keaton Beach boat ramp park), it is suggested that five port-o-lets be provided instead (rental and servicing price listed under Maintenance Costs).  Water faucets and showers are proposed to be installed near the Port-o-let areas.
As far as yearly maintenance, in order to keep the costs down, we recommend that the County engage a “Park Resident” who would be willing to bring an RV to the site and become a year-round permanent resident free of charge in exchange for helping with maintenance and trash pick-up, as well as provide some security for the area.  This would probably cost the County no more than $2,500 per year for the Resident's electric use.  Additionally, the County would have the following estimated yearly maintenance expenses:
1. Road:  $2,000
2. Five Port-o-lets (three at campsite, two near boat ramp):  $4,300
3. Electricity for water pumps, security light:  $800
4. Mowing/bushhogging:  $2,400
5. General repairs:  $5,000
                                                          Estimated total yearly maintenance:  $17,000
These are estimates only; any unused funds from the initial $200,000 request for development of the Park should be reserved for future maintenance purposes.
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Other Funding Indicate if the project is submitted for any potential funding or if it may be used to leverage additional:  According to Melody Cox, Taylor County Grants Coordinator, other agencies that might contribute to this project in the future include:  Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program, Land and Water Conservation Fund, Coastal Partnership Initiative and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Commission.   
 
 
	Technical Feasibility Describe the technologies involved and any relevant past experience or proven success with similar: This should be a simple, straight-forward project with very little construction required, other than a couple of small parking areas, shower facilities, raised boardwalk/nature trails and improvement of the already-existing boat ramp.  The goal is to keep things as natural as possible, so this project should be very feasible, as far as permitting, etc.  In the last several years, Taylor county has been successful in the permitting and development of a public boat ramp and parking area on the Steinhatchee River, as well as a 40-acre park with parking area across the road from the Keaton Beach boat ramp. 
	Environmental Benefits Describe the nature magnitude and timing of any environmental benefits attributable to the: As mentioned, this project should be done with as little environmental impact as possible.  In the past, the current owners of this property have had an engineering firm draw up a potential site plan for this property; it included a 54-unit townhome development.  Purchasing this property and establishing a park in this area would preserve the property's environment in a fairly pristine state, thus protecting habitats, as well as allowing people to observe and enjoy nature with very little disruption to the current ecosystem..
	Economic and Social Benefits Describe the economic and social benefits including those related to the projects improved: If implemented properly, this park could become a destination for eco-tourists everywhere.  This would bring visitors to the area who would boost the local economy through their use of the restaurants, lodging facilities and shops in the area.  This would create more jobs for people in those industries, as well as develop more demand for fishing guides, kayaking and boat tour guides.  Consequently, the Yates Creek Park project has a letter of support from the Taylor County Development Authority.
	Community Resilience Describe if the project assists Floridas ability to anticipate withstand or recover from hazards or: The preservation of this coastal property would allow the already-established flora and fauna to remain in place as a naturally-established barrier to high winds and water in time of inclement weather.
	Conflicts or Complements to Existing Efforts Describe any ongoing activities in the project implementation area if the: Taylor County is currently leasing the boat ramp from the owners for $1 per year so that the public can use the boat ramp without legal peril to the owners, as far as liability.  This has been an access point to the Gulf via the families who have owned the property for well over 50 years.  However, the family members are growing older, and would not want to see the public's access to the property dependent on the whim of future generations.  The County has been working on obtaining funds for this project for the past 12 years.  During this time, at least 2 petitions were circulated in support of the project; each time, the petitions contained hundreds of signatures in favor of making this area a County park. There has never been any opposition to this project in the past; consequently, we don't anticipate any opposition developing in the future.  As previously mentioned, we have also garnered letters of support for the establishment of this park from the Florida Wildlife Federation, the Taylor County Development Authority and the Foley Timber and Land Company (the largest landholder in Taylor County who will be putting in a county-wide 50,000-acre, environmentally sensitive development).  After seeing our presentation for this project, the Taylor County BP Advisory Committee has voted unanimously for it to be submitted to the BP Regional level.  There is no doubt that this project would be whole-hearetedly accepted.
	Complies with Federal State Local and Tribal LawsRegulations Describe any concerns or potential conflicts: The end result of this project, as planned, will be a 270-acre environmentally friendly County Park that will not only act to preserve the pristine nature of the area, but also provide public access to the Gulf, and allow visitors to observe plants and animals in their natural habitats.  This project meets the goals in the Taylor County Comprehensive Plan within the following elements:  
V. Conservation, VI. Recreation & Open Space and IX. Coastal Management.  
It is also fully in line with the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan.
 
 
	Readiness for Implementation Describe if the project has had any design or permitting work started or completed: Even though the primitive boat ramp and road are already in place, there has been no prior permitting or design for this project.
	Public Acceptance Describe any known or potential public approval or opposition to the project: As previously mentioned, there has been an on-going effort to establish this park for the last 12 years.  The families who currently own the property are all 100% in favor of seeing a County park put in place on the property, as well as, the County and the general public seem to be totally in favor of it.
	Additional Information you wish to provide Please include any maps designs drawings photos or background: Even though Taylor County has the longest contiguous coastline in the state of Florida, we have very little public access available.  This 270 acres is a very unique property in that it not only offers enough space to put in primitive camping facilities, bird-watching stations and nature trail/boardwalks, it also offers direct Gulf access via a boat ramp and a man-made canal. Add to that the accessibility for crabbing, fishing from the banks and kayaking, and you have the ideal spot for a County Park where both preservation and enjoyment of nature can go hand-in-hand.  Since this is a unique property, there are no good comparables, so the price is based on the County's purchase several years ago of 40 acres for extra parking and picnic area across the road from the Keaton Beach Public Boat Ramp for $3.7 million and also on the County's purchase of 5+ acres on the Steinhatchee River for the Steinhatchee boat ramp at a price of approximately $2.5 million.  Even though the proposed property is made up of separate parcels, the property needs to be appraised as one 270-acre parcel that has approximately 25 acres of uplands, a boat ramp and a man-made canal.
 
We made a Power Point presentation to our local BP Advisory Committee; the computer portion of the presentation is available by request.  
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