SECLUSION DUNES OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
350 Beachfront Trail, Box 2

Seagrove Beach, FL 32459

October 29, 2012

Re:  Walton Dunes Neighborhood Public Beach Access
To all concerned:
It has come to our attention, by way of our neighbors in the area, that there has been a proposal to create a parking lot and restroom facility at the Walton Dunes Neighborhood Public Beach Access on Beachfront Trail.  We are very much concerned that this plan would create a safety and environmental hazard in our immediate vicinity.  We strongly oppose knocking down dunes to pave a parking lot, and we do not want to have to drive through the middle of a parking lot every time we leave or arrive at our homes, running the risk of running over someone going to the beach who might not realize that the parking lot is actually a thoroughfare.  There are many reasons why the plan that is under consideration is not the best way to serve the public, visitors, or the neighborhood.  While we oppose the current proposal, we would like to work with county officials and the TDC to find a better solution to serve the needs of residents and visitors of Walton County.

· Need – There has not been demonstrated that there is a need for a parking lot to be placed at that site.  There is already a paved and lined parking lot at the corner of Lakewood Drive and Beachfront Trail that is not being used, possibly due to the total lack of any signage indicating that it is a public parking lot.  It is a short walk from that lot to the beach, and many people in the surrounding neighborhoods walk and bike past that lot to get to the beach.  If this lot were properly marked as a public facility, it would no doubt serve the needs of anyone who is driving to the beach.
· Safety – Creating parking on both sides of Beachfront Trail at the beach would effectively turn a thoroughfare into a parking lot.  This is simply not safe.  A lot of traffic comes through on Beachfront Trail to all the homes that are east of the Walton Dunes Access.  In addition to the residents and renters, there are regularly a lot of trucks and service vehicles, garbage trucks, landscape maintenance trucks and trailers, utility trucks, the mail carrier, UPS & FedEx trucks, newspaper delivery vehicles, rental agencies and housekeeping services, pool maintenance vehicles, etc.  When families arrive at the beach, children generally run straight to the beach while parents unload beach paraphernalia.  To create a parking lot that has all the usual traffic going down the middle of it would create a scenario with all the potential for a tragic disaster.       

· Environmental concerns – The proposed project cannot be built without major destruction of the natural dunes and beach environment.

· Health hazard – The idea of putting a public toilet there on the beach is ludicrous.  During major storms in recent years, the storm surge has brought the gulf up over the road at that point.  During Opal, in 1995, the gulf and Little Deer Lake were connected as one body of water.  If there were a restroom at that location, a major storm could provide a direct connection between the gulf and the public sewer, creating a tremendous health hazard.
· Inconvenience to tourists and residents – There are 4 neighborhoods east of the site, on which the proposed parking facility would have a major impact.  They are Walton Dunes, Sea Winds, Deer Lake Dunes, and Seclusion Dunes.  All of these neighborhoods are inhabited by a combination of full-time residents, part-time residents, and tourists who rent the homes for vacations.  For all of these people to have to drive through a parking lot to get to their homes would create a tremendous inconvenience, would no doubt discourage potential renters due to the difficulty of accessing the properties, and could also lower the value of all the properties, for no good reason.

· No turn-around – There is no place for cars to turn around once they reach the beach access point.  To encourage more vehicles to come there would create a worse situation than already exists.

· A better idea – It would serve the residents and visitors to the area to improve upon what’s already there, rather than to destroy a wonderful beach environment in order to create a facility that is not needed.


Enhancement of the existing parking lot, at Lakewood Drive and Beachfront Trail, with 


proper signage and possibly a restroom


Better sidewalks between that parking lot and the beach – widen the one that is on the 


west side of Beachfront Trail, and create one on the east side


Only bicycles and golf cart-type vehicles should be parked at the beach.  Other 



vehicles can use the existing parking lot.  Of course exceptions should be made 


for the physically impaired with legitimate handicapped parking passes.  There is 



already enough room for those few cars to park parallel to the roadway

It is not the desire of owners in Seclusion Dunes to create any barriers to public access to the beach.  A perfectly good public access exists and is enjoyed by many.  We simply don’t want to see any further destruction of the natural beach environment, which the proposed facility would undoubtedly do, and we don’t want to have to traverse an unsafe situation in order to reach our homes.

We appreciate your re-consideration of the current proposal.

Sincerely,

Beverly Ottzen

Secretary-Treasurer

Seclusion Dunes Owners’ Association   
