
The E.O. Wilson Biophilia Center, a 501(c)(3) registered as Nokuse Education, Inc., in partnership with PAEC 
(Panhandle, Area Educational Consortium) submit the following funding opportunities.  

For the purpose of conservation and environmental education, M.C. Davis purchased and has set aside a 49,000 acre greenway 

belt/ecologically diverse wildlife corridor, making him the largest private owner of conservation lands east of the Mississippi River.  The 

E.O. Wilson Biophilia Center campus, a $12 million (debt-free) facility, built by M.C. Davis is located between Bruce and Freeport, 

Florida, on the 49,000-acre conservation lands named Nokuse Plantation.  

Today’s children are the key to making sure we balance the needs of our environment with the demands of our economy. The 

Center’s educational programming expertly marries nature and technology to offer intriguing and thought–provoking STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math) experiences that involve student interaction with the environment.  As a result, students and their 

teachers leave the Center with a deeper appreciation of biodiversity, conservation, and preservation. Students also learn how their 

efforts can impact the restoration of natural resources. As we end our second year of operation, we have challenged more than 10,000 

students, investing in the generation tasked with finding and developing sustainable solutions 

The Center’s educational curricula for 4th and 7th grade students from a catchment area of six County School Districts (Walton, 

Bay, Okaloosa, Washington, Holmes and Leon) in the Florida Panhandle immerses students in hands-on inquiry experiences through 

our 15-core environmental education programs.  These programs educate students and the public with science experiences on the 

importance of biodiversity, to promote sustainable balanced ecosystems, and encourage conservation with an outdoor extension of the 

classroom. As we open to the public this experience will be available to visitors from around the world. 

Our partnership with the PAEC (Panhandle Area Educational Consortium) is vital to the mission of educating our leaders of today 

and tomorrow by providing the opportunity to take our educational programs to a global audience. This can be easily achieved with: 

satellite and web-broadcasting seminars; professional development and learning opportunities for educators; producing, packaging and 

distributing educational lesson plans.  Instruction based on research-evidenced and “Florida’s Next Generation Sunshine State 

Standards” are adaptable to all countries and every state in the United States’ standards for teachers, leaders, communities and 

students.  

Plans are in place to involve 10th graders and purposefully engage students from groups, typically under-represented in STEM 

careers (e.g., girls, minorities and low income students through collaboration with Girls, Inc. of America and the Boys and Girls Clubs of 

America). The Nokuse lands, the E.O. Wilson Biophilia Center campus and facilities, the curricula, partnership with PAEC and future 

plans uniquely qualify us to be the leaders in environmental education.  

 

We believe that restoration begins with education 

Funding Opportunities - 15 Core Educational "STEM in Action" Programs Total 

Funding  all 15-core programs  for 1 year  $2,000,000,.00 

Funded  as Individual Programs for 1 year:  

Nokuse “Bear” Program  $217,519.00  

Exploring the Long leaf Pine  Ecosystem Trail $161,332.00  

Turtle and Wetland Trail  $161,936.00  

Gopher Tortoise SIM/ Measuring Home Range $152,562.00  

Ants in a Forest Study $151,655.00  

An Oil Spill Challenge  $153,238.00  

Aquatic Biodiversity $152,741.00  

Prescribed Burns: burn plot and understory $152,033.00  

Birds of the Longleaf Pine and Coastal Region $217,796.00  

BCSI – Biophilia Crime Scene Investigation $161,019.00  

Discovering Micro Ecosystems $154,373.00  

Tree Inventory and Canopy Coverage  $152,005.72  

Surveying   Forest Plots $153,095.00  

Water Quality and Microscope Lesson $155,752.00  

Adventures in the Exhibit Hall  (this program does not include web broadcasting) $167,158.00  

Total –funded as individual programs $2,464,214.72  

Additional Funding Needs and Opportunities   

Interactive Projector for classroom $65,000.00  

Transportation for 8000 students $100,000.00  

Program Supplies for 15 core programs $99,978.00  

Sponsorship of  a Classroom for 1 year $140,000.00  

Sponsorship of a Wildlife Biologist Instructor 1 year $52,000.00  

Sponsorship of Organic Garden 1 year $75,000.00  

Sponsorship of Nature live-feed Webcam 1 year $50,000.00  

 “In the end we will conserve what we love, we will love what we understand,  

and we will understand only what we are taught.”  - Baba Dioum 


