FLORIDA GULF OF MEXICO RESTORATION
PROJECT SUBMITTAL FORM

Form Purpose and Instructions:

e To assist the project proposal and review process, please complete this Submittal Form.
Completion of the Form will contribute to the appropriate information being completely and
accurately submitted for each project.

e Take as much space as needed for each question, but please keep responses as focused as
possible. It may assist you to review all the questions before addressing any one question.

e If you have multiple projects — please submit one Form for each project.

e When you have completed the form hit the submit button in the upper right hand corner. Once
your Form is successfully submitted, you will receive a confirmation email from the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection.

e Submit all back-up maps, information, etc. to Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us

e To submit updated information, please fill out this form and update fields as needed

e *|ndicates required fields

New Project Update to Previous Submittal | [ | | Project# |1419

o
Project Name  |cq;6ta) Headwaters Forest

Contact Information

* Full Name Lauren Day Phone Number

Email Iday@conservationfuf Organization Name The Conservation Fun

Additional name(s), phone number(s), email address(s), and organization name(s) and/or project
partners

The Coastal Headwaters effort is supported by more than 25 partners including:

US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Forest Service, US Natural Resource Conservation Service,
US Department of Defense, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Florida Forest Service,
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Florida Department of Environmental
Protection (is highly ranked on the Florida Forever list), Southeast Regional Partnership for
Planning and Sustainability, Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership, The Conservation



mailto:Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us

*Project Location

Include a map, if possible, and the city, county, longitude/latitude decimal degrees if known,
and parcel # if applicable.

See attached map

City/County: Santa Rosa and Escambia Counties, Florida
Latitude: 30°46'16.68"N

Longitude: 87°15'27.36"W

*Watershed(s)

Select all that apply. A map of corresponding Florida watersheds is provided to assist in
accurate placement of the project. If the project pertains to off shore or open ocean efforts,
select Open Ocean. Florida Watersheds Map

All FL Coastal Watersheds Lake Worth Lagoon-Palm Suwannee
Beach Coast
All FL Gulf Coast Watersheds Tampa Bay
Lower St. Johns . .
All FL Watersheds Tampa Bay Tributaries
Middle St. Johns
Apalachicola-Chipola Upper East Coast
Nassau-St. Marys
Caloosahatchee Upper St. Johns
Ochlockonee-St. Marks )
Charlotte Harbor Withlacoochee
Ocklawaha
Choctawhatchee-St. Andrew
Open Ocean
Everglades
]| Pensacola
Everglades West Coast )
U | perdido

Fisheating Creek

Sarasota Bay-Peace-Myakka

Florida Keys
y Southeast Coast-Biscayne Bay

Indian River Lagoon Springs Coast

Kissimmee River St. Lucie-Loxahatchee

Lake Okeechobee

*Project Description
Describe all aspects of the project.

The Gulf Coastal Plain was once dominated by longleaf pine forests. This unique and diverse ecosystem originally
encompassed over 90 million acres, but has since been reduced to just +4.5 million acres, with most of the
remnants on public lands. With the wide-scale conversion of these and other forests to more intensive uses, the
quality and quantity of water flowing into the Gulf of Mexico has suffered, as has the longleaf ecosystem itself.

Coastal Headwaters is a public-private partnership that will provide permanent protection and restoration of
longleaf pine on up to 100,000 acres of working forestlands in Florida across the Escambia, Perdido, and
Blackwater River watersheds. It is part of larger effort to create a landscape-scale working longleaf forest in



http://www.dep.state.fl.us/deepwaterhorizon/files2/projects/Florida_watersheds.pdf

*Project Category
Although projects may identify under multiple categories, please place your project in the best fit
category. A document of category definitions and examples is provided. Category Definitions

Land Acquisition

Water Quality or Quantity
Habitat Restoration
Living Resources
Recreation/Public Access
Community Resilience

*Estimated Project Costs

Describe the estimated costs of the project, including any assumptions for contingency

and ongoing operations/maintenance. Identify other secured funding sources such as matching funds, in-kind
contributions or state/federal dollars. In addition, if possible, complete and submit the Cost Appendix Sheet
associated with this Form.

Of the original £100,000 acres in Florida, funding has been secured on approximately 11,500 acres and an
easement is in progress; leaving +88,000 acres to be protected in Florida. The estimated project cost to purchase
an easement requiring longleaf restoration/conservation over the remaining 88,000 acres is approximately $90
million. The project is scalable to cost or size and could be acquired all at once or in phases.

Gulf funding will be leveraged by investments by numerous federal, state, and private partners. The following
funds have been AWARDED in Florida:

*Total Estimated Project Cost $190,000,000.00

*Other Funding
Indicate if the project is submitted for any potential funding or if it may be used to leverage additional funding,
if so, please describe the funding source [e.g. State/Federal Grants]. Put NA if not applicable.

Gulf funding will be leveraged by investments by numerous federal, state, and private partners. The following
applications are PENDING in Florida:

-- Federal: US Forest Service, Forest Legacy Program - LWCF (FY2018; FL- $3.25 million) — Application pending
-- State: Dept. of Environmental Protection, Florida Forever Program — Highly ranked on the Florida Forever list
-- State: Florida Forest Service, Rural & Family Lands Protection Program 2016 — In top tier (“Tier 1”)

Technical Feasibility
Describe the technologies involved and any relevant past experience or proven success with similar projects.

The goals of this project (i.e. the purchase of a conservation easement and restoration of longleaf pine) are
technically feasible.

With regard to the purchase of a conservation easement, the State of Florida, Natural Resource Conservation
Service, and other partners have decades of experience purchasing and monitoring conservation easements. In
addition, the project has one landowner who is a willing seller, the acquisition of an easement is easily measured
in terms of acres acquired, regular monitoring is built into the easement, the easement is scalable to size or cost,
and it can be completed within a relatively short time



http://www.dep.state.fl.us/deepwaterhorizon/files2/projects/Category_definitions.pdf

Conflicts or Complements to Existing Efforts

Describe any ongoing activities in the project implementation area, if the project is part of another plan, and
why the project does or does not interfere with that work. Please consider how the project may complement
existing local, regional, and state efforts/plans/objectives.

The project complements many existing Gulf and longleaf pine-related efforts, including but not limited to:

-- Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council, Initial Funded Priorities List (FPL) — The project will protect and
enhance investments in the FPL Pensacola Bay projects by protecting the water quality and quantity of the
watershed.

-- Partnership for Gulf Coast Land Conservation — The project is a within a priority area of the Partnership’s "A
Land Conservation Vision for the Gulf of Mexico Region"

Complies with Federal, State, Local, and Tribal Laws/Regulations
Describe any concerns or potential conflicts.

This projects complies with federal, state, local, and tribal laws/regulations.

Readiness for Implementation
Describe if the project has had any design or permitting work started or completed [attach permits or design
work]. Please address any issues that may delay start or finish of the project.

This project is ready to be implemented immediately as it has only one landowner who is a willing seller, it is
scalable to size and cost, and it can be completed within a relatively short frame. The terms of the easement and
accompanying management plan will detail the restoration timeline.

Environmental Benefits

Describe the nature, magnitude, and timing of any environmental benefits attributable

to the project. If possible, describe potential environmental performance measures [e.g. pollutant reduction].
Please address any potential environmental impacts associated with implementing or maintaining the project
[e.g. loss of a habitat or conversion of habitat from one type to another during implementation].

The project will protect has the potential to protect a huge watershed in Florida (and Alabama). In Florida, it will
protect 22% of the Escambia River’s watershed, 8% of the Perdido River’s watershed, and 6% of the Blackwater
River’s watershed (calculated as the percentage of the watershed boundary located within Florida). Forested
lands serve as natural filters reducing nutrient and sediment loads to receiving waters. Reducing nutrient loading
in these watersheds will benefit the downstream health of Gulf estuaries.

In Florida, the project will protect approximately 20,000 acres of forested wetlands that insulate the more than
260 miles of stream channels within the nroiect. In addition. there is increasing evidence that longleaf forests




Economic and Social Benefits
Describe the economic and social benefits including those related to the project’s improved ecosystem services
and any estimates on jobs created or preserved.

Florida's forestry industry employs 80,700 people and infuses $16.3 billion into the state economy. This project
will create and retain forestry jobs and develop and expand markets for longleaf lumber, poles and specialty
products, while keeping land on local tax rolls. In addition, the increased use of prescribed fire on the property
will not only improve habitat, it will create jobs for fire crews and help prevent wildfires - a significant economic
benefit. The project will also help ensure a vibrant coastal economy downstream by protecting the waters in
which people work and recreate.

This nroiect nrovides significant ecosvstem services to the region. such as nrotection of water aualitv and

Community Resilience
Describe if the project assists Florida’s ability to anticipate, withstand, or recover from hazards or threats [e.qg.
hurricane preparedness, establishing living shorelines].

The project will greatly increase community resilience by retaining the property in a forested land use and
employing best management practices in accordance with the terms of the easement. Doing so will
reduce/prevent flooding and erosion, provide a natural buffer against storms/hurricanes, help ensure a steady
supply of clean fresh water to area rivers and estuaries, and protect the region against drought. As the region's
primary native pine tree, longleaf are ideally suited to the often harsh conditions of the Gulf coastal plain, as
they are insect-resistant, fire and wind tolerant, and able to grown in dry, sandy soils.

Public Acceptance
Describe any known or potential public approval or opposition to the project.

The project has strong local support and no public opposition or concern has been voiced about the project.

Additional Information you wish to provide

Please include any maps, designs, drawings, photos or background

resources that may assist in completely and accurately understanding the project. If these are too large to
attach here, please email them to Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us.

Due to the scale of this project, every effort will be made to match the estimated costs below.



mailto:Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us

COST APPENDIX SHEET

Cost Item Cost Estimate

Planning

Contracts

Feasibility

Engineering, Design, Land Rights & Bid Prep

Restoration Plan

Site Visits & Cost of Site Selection

Administration, Overhead and Indirect

Other

Planning Subtotal: ‘$ 0.00

Construction

Contracts

Administration & Mobilization/Demobilization

Other

Construction Subtotal: ‘$ 0.00

Monitoring

Contracts

Data Collection

Monitoring Administration

Other

Monitoring Subtotal: ‘$ 0.00

Project Cost

Contracts

Subtotal: |$ 90,000,000.00

Contingency (traditionally calculated at 10% of the subtotal)

TOTAL: | 90,000,000.00

Estimated Costs by Year

Year 1 $ 5,000,000.00
Year 2 $ 10,000,000.00
Year 3 $ 20,000,000.00
Year 4 $ 25,000,000.00
Year 5 $ 30,000,000.00
Year 6
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Latitude:  30°46'16.68"N
Longitude:   87°15'27.36"W 
	Description: The Gulf Coastal Plain was once dominated by longleaf pine forests. This unique and diverse ecosystem originally encompassed over 90 million acres, but has since been reduced to just ±4.5 million acres, with most of the remnants on public lands. With the wide-scale conversion of these and other forests to more intensive uses, the quality and quantity of water flowing into the Gulf of Mexico has suffered, as has the longleaf ecosystem itself.

Coastal Headwaters is a public-private partnership that will provide permanent protection and restoration of longleaf pine on up to 100,000 acres of working forestlands in Florida across the Escambia, Perdido, and Blackwater River watersheds. It is part of larger effort to create a landscape-scale working longleaf forest in perpetuity on up to 200,000 acres in the lower Alabama and Florida Panhandle region, all of which are currently under one ownership. The primary objectives of Coastal Headwaters are to: 

1) Establish a conservation easement which requires longleaf pine restoration and protects the land as a working longleaf forest in perpetuity
2) Protect water quality and quantity by preventing conversion to more intensive uses and managing the property for longleaf pine, including prescribed fired
3) Support working forest related economic development in local communities and create and expand markets for longleaf pine products
4) Buffer and protect area military installations and provide potential training and mitigation opportunities
5) Provide ecological benefits for plants and animals inherent to the longleaf ecosystem
6) Demonstrate that a landscape-level longleaf forest restoration and working forest model can be successful

No other opportunity of this kind exists in the longleaf pine landscape. This project will serve as a model for restoration of longleaf pine at the landscape scale, leading the way for other working forest landowners to think differently about longleaf restoration. Moreover, it will demonstrate the strength of public and private partnerships to achieve a shared vision for conservation.

Working with more than 25 partners, to date more than $28 million has been secured towards this project, with another $28 million pending, which combined will protect approximately 56,000 acres in Florida and Alabama.  

	Cost: Of the original ±100,000 acres in Florida, funding has been secured on approximately 11,500 acres and an easement is in progress; leaving ±88,000 acres to be protected in Florida.  The estimated project cost to purchase an easement requiring longleaf restoration/conservation over the remaining 88,000 acres is approximately $90 million. The project is scalable to cost or size and could be acquired all at once or in phases. 

Gulf funding will be leveraged by investments by numerous federal, state, and private partners. The following funds have been AWARDED in Florida:

-- Federal: Natural Resource Conservation Service, Regional Conservation Partnership Program (FY2015; $5 million)
-- Federal: US Forest Service, Forest Legacy Program – Land & Water Conservation Fund (FY2017; FL- $2.29 million)
-- State: Florida Forest Service, Rural & Family Lands Protection Program 2015 (Top tier/“Tier 1”; amount dependent upon appraisal)
-- Private: National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Acres for America ($1 million)

The landowner, Resource Management Service (RMS), is providing significant private match towards this project in the form of longleaf restoration and management. 

	Conflicts or Complements: The project complements many existing Gulf and longleaf pine-related efforts, including but not limited to:

-- Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council, Initial Funded Priorities List (FPL) – The project will protect and enhance investments in the FPL Pensacola Bay projects by protecting the water quality and quantity of the watershed.
-- Partnership for Gulf Coast Land Conservation – The project is a within a priority area of the Partnership’s "A Land Conservation Vision for the Gulf of Mexico Region"
-- The US Dept. of Agriculture, Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) – The project will forward NRCS’s Gulf of Mexico Initiative's "Escambia/Blackwater River Watershed Focus Area" by protecting land within the Escambia and Blackwater watersheds. In addition, the project forwards NRCS’s "Longleaf Pine Initiative" and Regional Conservation Partnership Program's "Critical Conservation Area–Longleaf Pine Range."  
-- The US Dept. of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency's (FSA) – The project will forward FSA’s Conservation Reserve Program's "Longleaf Pine Initiative."
-- National Wildlife Federation Report, “Five Years and Counting, Gulf Wildlife in the Aftermath of the Deepwater Horizon Disaster” – The project will help prevent further decline of the coastal ecosystems and species documented in the report by protecting the water quality/quantity of greater Pensacola Bay.
-- Longleaf Alliance/Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership (GCPEP) - The project is located in the heart of GCPEP, a partnership of public and private landowners in northwest Florida/southern Alabama to conserve and restore the dwindling longleaf pine ecosystem. The project is within GCPEP’s focus area for longleaf forest restoration and Coastal Headwaters has been identified as a top conservation priority to re-establish longleaf.  The landowner is an official partner in  GCPEP.
-- America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative - The project will further the Initiative’s goal to restore 8 million acres of longleaf pine across its historic range by 2025. It is a significant milestone in this Initiative because it marks the largest longleaf restoration project on private lands in history and it will be a model for other large landowners to restore longleaf across its historic range.
-- Range-wide Conservation Plan for Longleaf Pine - The project is located within a Significant Geographic Area (SGA) identified in the Plan as being able to support a restored landscape of over 100,000 acres. The SGA in which the project is located – the "Eglin Air Force Base/Blackwater River State Forest/Conecuh National Forest" – is one of the largest and highest priority SGA’s within the historic range of longleaf pine.
-- US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) and US Forest Service (USFS) - The project will further the significant efforts of the USFWS and USFS to restore longleaf pine, including the America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative in which they are both partners, private landowner incentive programs, longleaf pine Collaborative Landscape Proposals to the Land & Water Conservation Fund, the USFS Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program, and others. It will further the conservation of over 40 at-risk and listed species. It will also help the USFS achieve its rural communities economic viability programs and goals, providing a base for forestry related jobs and businesses.
-- Department of Defense – The project will help provide a permanent greenspace buffer around Naval Air Station Whiting Field, Eglin Air Force Base, and other strategically important military bases; accomplishing the dual goal of conserving natural resources, while safeguarding national security. It will help prevent future land use conflicts, protect flight paths, and provide long-term planning ability for the Dept. of Defense. The owner is also willing to allow compatible military training on-site and the tract could provide conservation mitigation opportunities.
-- Florida Department of Agriculture – The project will further the goals of the "Coastal Headwaters Longleaf Forest" Rural and Family Lands Protection Program project, administered by the Florida Forest Service. The project also supports the Florida Forest Service 2010 Action Plan by addressing several issues of importance to the state, including supporting sustainable forest markets, reducing further fragmentation of longleaf pine ecosystems, improving the economic viability of forests, and protecting water quality and quantity.
-- Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) – The will further the goals of the "Coastal Headwaters Longleaf Forest" Florida Forever project, administered by DEP.
-- Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) - The project will forward FWC’s 2012 State Wildlife Action Plan by protecting water resources, protecting longleaf pine/savanna (a designated endangered ecosystem), preventing habitat loss/fragmentation, and increasing use of prescribed fire. It also furthers the conservation of the gopher tortoise and other longleaf pine species of concern and priority for FWC.
-- Florida Ecological Greenway Network (FEGN) - The property contains a high priority area of the FEGN, the statewide wildlife corridor plan developed by the State of Florida in partnership with the University of Florida. This corridor is critical to wide-ranging species, like the Florida black bear.

	Laws/Regulations: This projects complies with federal, state, local, and tribal laws/regulations.
	Implementation: This project is ready to be implemented immediately as it has only one landowner who is a willing seller, it is scalable to size and cost, and it can be completed within a relatively short frame.  The terms of the easement and accompanying management plan will detail the restoration timeline.
	Environmental Benefits: The project will protect has the potential to protect a huge watershed in Florida (and Alabama). In Florida, it will protect 22% of the Escambia River’s watershed, 8% of the Perdido River’s watershed, and 6% of the Blackwater River’s watershed (calculated as the percentage of the watershed boundary located within Florida). Forested lands serve as natural filters reducing nutrient and sediment loads to receiving waters. Reducing nutrient loading in these watersheds will benefit the downstream health of Gulf estuaries. 

In Florida, the project will protect approximately 20,000 acres of forested wetlands that insulate the more than 260 miles of stream channels within the project. In addition, there is increasing evidence that longleaf forests managed with prescribed fire use considerably less water and increase levels of surface and groundwater. The hydrology of this region is greatly at risk, as conversion of nearby lands to more intensive uses is on the rise, thereby increasing the amount of pollutants entering the system. Protection of watersheds at this scale may be the single best approach to enhancing the water quality/quantity of these large river systems and subsequently improving the condition of the important coastal estuaries that border the Gulf of Mexico, including Pensacola, Escambia, and Blackwater Bays. The vast majority of the project also provides aquifer recharge to the Floridan Aquifer.

The project's extensive uplands and wetlands provide habitat for more than 40 rare and protected species. This includes numerous wetland species potentially impacted by the 2010 oil spill, such as Gulf sturgeon, least tern, little blue heron, narrow pigtoe mussel, round ebonyshell mussel, fuzzy pigtoe mussel, and a host of migratory birds that move up and down the major river corridors to the coast. In addition, by protecting the watershed of important coastal estuaries, habitat for numerous other species affected by the spill will be enhanced and protected. This includes, but is not limited to: dolphins, sea turtles, brown and white pelicans, laughing gulls, common loon, oysters, Gulf killifish, red snapper, mahi-mahi, seatrout, and others - with effects extending from the bottom to the top of the food chain. Protecting the watershed upstream will help ensure the coastal systems downstream receive an adequate supply of clean freshwater that is vital to those systems and the associated species and fisheries.

Restoration of the property to longleaf pine will also benefit many rare and protected species, including but not limited to: gopher tortoise, gopher frog, eastern indigo snake, Florida black bear, white-topped pitcher plant, and many others.

	Economic/Social: Florida's forestry industry employs 80,700 people and infuses $16.3 billion into the state economy. This project will create and retain forestry jobs and develop and expand markets for longleaf lumber, poles and specialty products, while keeping land on local tax rolls. In addition, the increased use of prescribed fire on the property will not only improve habitat, it will create jobs for fire crews and help prevent wildfires - a significant economic benefit. The project will also help ensure a vibrant coastal economy downstream by protecting the waters in which people work and recreate.

This project provides significant ecosystem services to the region, such as protection of water quality and quantity (for drinking water, fisheries, tourism, and wildlife), flood control, and others. These services are of great value to the communities they sustain and would be extremely expensive to replace/replicate in the future were the property converted to more intensive land uses.

The landowner currently provides access to the land via recreational licenses for activities like hunting, fishing, camping, hiking, horseback riding, and birding. Many are local families who have recreated on this land for generations.

Lastly, the longleaf pine ecosystem once blanketed much of the Southeast and was the backdrop of the economic and cultural development for the American south. It was long occupied by Native Americans and later European and American settlers. As such, the property includes numerous historic and prehistoric sites listed with the Florida Division of Historical Resources. Longleaf timber products from this region helped build naval ships and later the factories that were the backbone of the Industrial Revolution. Returning longleaf pine to the landscape will insure this natural and cultural heritage is not lost.

	Community Resilience: The project will greatly increase community resilience by retaining the property in a forested land use and employing best management practices in accordance with the terms of the easement. Doing so will reduce/prevent flooding and erosion, provide a natural buffer against storms/hurricanes, help ensure a steady supply of clean fresh water to area rivers and estuaries, and protect the region against drought. As the region's primary native pine tree, longleaf are ideally suited to the often harsh conditions of the Gulf coastal plain, as they are insect-resistant, fire and wind tolerant, and able to grown in dry, sandy soils. 
	Public Acceptance: The project has strong local support and no public opposition or concern has been voiced about the project.
	Additional: Due to the scale of this project, every effort will be made to match the estimated costs below.
	Partners: The Coastal Headwaters effort is supported by more than 25 partners including: 

US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Forest Service, US Natural Resource Conservation Service, US Department of Defense, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Florida Forest Service, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Florida Department of Environmental Protection (is highly ranked on the Florida Forever list), Southeast Regional Partnership for Planning and Sustainability, Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership, The Conservation Fund, The Longleaf Alliance, National Wildlife Federation, Florida Wildlife Federation, Audubon Florida, Florida Defenders of Wildlife, National Wild Turkey Federation, The Nature Conservancy, Joseph W. Jones Ecological Research Center, National Bobwhite Conservation Initiative, America's Longleaf Initiative, Alabama Forestry Commission, Alabama Wildlife Federation, The Alabama Forest Resources Center, Atlanta Botanical Gardens, Southern Company, Saloom Properties LLC, Quality Deer Management Association
	Funding: Gulf funding will be leveraged by investments by numerous federal, state, and private partners. The following applications are PENDING in Florida:

-- Federal: US Forest Service, Forest Legacy Program - LWCF (FY2018; FL- $3.25 million) – Application pending
-- State: Dept. of Environmental Protection, Florida Forever Program – Highly ranked on the Florida Forever list
-- State: Florida Forest Service, Rural & Family Lands Protection Program 2016 – In top tier (“Tier 1”)

	Feasibility: 

	SUBMIT: 
	Feasibility2: The goals of this project (i.e. the purchase of a conservation easement and restoration of longleaf pine) are technically feasible. 

With regard to the purchase of a conservation easement, the State of Florida, Natural Resource Conservation Service, and other partners have decades of experience purchasing and monitoring conservation easements. In addition, the project has one landowner who is a willing seller, the acquisition of an easement is easily measured in terms of acres acquired, regular monitoring is built into the easement, the easement is scalable to size or cost, and it can be completed within a relatively short time

With regard to restoration of longleaf pine, once an easement is placed on the property (or a portion thereof), the areas in loblolly pine will be replanted to longleaf, fire will be reintroduced, longer rotation timber management will be employed, and heavy mechanical site-prep will be eliminated. The landowner has already been successful planting longleaf pine, applying prescribed fire, and protecting natural resources on a significant portion of the site. For example, the landowner is currently working in partnership with the US Fish & Wildlife Service to protect a historic flatwoods salamander pond on the property, including the establishment of a fire maintained longleaf buffer around the pond. The landowner is also an official partner in the Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership - a partnership of public and private landowners in Northwest Florida/Southeast Alabama to conserve and restore the longleaf ecosystem - and will work with them to ensure optimal results. The landowner is also interested in having portions of the property serve as a demonstration laboratory for integration of working forest and ecological restoration research.



