
FLORIDA GULF OF MEXICO RESTORATION 

PROJECT SUBMITTAL FORM 

 

 
 

Form Purpose and Instructions: 
• To assist the project proposal and review process, please complete this Submittal Form.

Completion of the Form will contribute to the appropriate information being completely and
accurately submitted for each project.

• Take as much space as needed for each question, but please keep responses as focused as
possible. It may assist you to review all the questions before addressing any one question.

• If you have multiple projects – please submit one Form for each project.
• When you have completed the form hit the submit button in the upper right hand corner. Once

your Form is successfully submitted, you will receive a confirmation email from the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection.

• Submit all back-up maps, information, etc. to Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us
• To submit updated information, please fill out this form and update fields as needed
• * Indicates required fields

New Project Update to Previous Submittal   Project # 

*Project Name

Contact Information 

* Full Name Phone Number 

* Email Organization Name 

Additional name(s), phone number(s), email address(s), and organization name(s) and/or project 
partners 

mailto:Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us


*Project Location
Include a map, if possible, and the city, county, longitude/latitude decimal degrees if known, 
and parcel # if applicable. 

*Watershed(s)
Select all that apply. A map of corresponding Florida watersheds is provided to assist in
accurate placement of the project. If the project pertains to off shore or open ocean efforts,
select Open Ocean. Florida Watersheds Map

*Project Description
Describe all aspects of the project.

All FL Coastal Watersheds 

All FL Gulf Coast Watersheds 

All FL Watersheds 

Apalachicola-Chipola 

Caloosahatchee 

Charlotte Harbor 

Choctawhatchee-St. Andrew 

Everglades 

Everglades West Coast 

Fisheating Creek 

Florida Keys 

Indian River Lagoon 

Kissimmee River 

Lake Okeechobee 

Lake Worth Lagoon-Palm 
Beach Coast 

Lower St. Johns 

Middle St. Johns 

Nassau-St. Marys 

Ochlockonee-St. Marks 

Ocklawaha 

Open Ocean

Pensacola 

Perdido 

Sarasota Bay-Peace-Myakka 

Southeast Coast-Biscayne Bay 

Springs Coast 

St. Lucie-Loxahatchee 

Suwannee

Tampa Bay 

Tampa Bay Tributaries 

Upper East Coast 

Upper St. Johns 

Withlacoochee 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/deepwaterhorizon/files2/projects/Florida_watersheds.pdf


$ 

*Project Category
Although projects may identify under multiple categories, please place your project in the best fit 
category. A document of category definitions and examples is provided. Category Definitions

*Estimated Project Costs
Describe the estimated costs of the project, including any assumptions for contingency
and ongoing operations/maintenance. Identify other secured funding sources such as matching funds, in-kind
contributions or state/federal dollars. In addition, if possible, complete and submit the Cost Appendix Sheet
associated with this Form.

*Total Estimated Project Cost

*Other Funding
Indicate if the project is submitted for any potential funding or if it may be used to leverage additional funding,
if so, please describe the funding source [e.g. State/Federal Grants]. Put NA if not applicable.

Technical Feasibility 
Describe the technologies involved and any relevant past experience or proven success with similar projects.

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/deepwaterhorizon/files2/projects/Category_definitions.pdf


Conflicts or Complements to Existing Efforts 
Describe any ongoing activities in the project implementation area, if the project is part of another plan, and 
why the project does or does not interfere with that work. Please consider how the project may complement 
existing local, regional, and state efforts/plans/objectives. 

Complies with Federal, State, Local, and Tribal Laws/Regulations 
Describe any concerns or potential conflicts. 

Readiness for Implementation 
Describe if the project has had any design or permitting work started or completed [attach permits or design 
work]. Please address any issues that may delay start or finish of the project. 

Environmental Benefits 
Describe the nature, magnitude, and timing of any environmental benefits attributable 
to the project. If possible, describe potential environmental performance measures [e.g. pollutant reduction]. 
Please address any potential environmental impacts associated with implementing or maintaining the project 
[e.g. loss of a habitat or conversion of habitat from one type to another during implementation]. 



Economic and Social Benefits 
Describe the economic and social benefits including those related to the project’s improved ecosystem services 
and any estimates on jobs created or preserved. 

Community Resilience 
Describe if the project assists Florida’s ability to anticipate, withstand, or recover from hazards or threats [e.g. 
hurricane preparedness, establishing living shorelines]. 

Public Acceptance 
Describe any known or potential public approval or opposition to the project. 

Additional Information you wish to provide 
Please include any maps, designs, drawings, photos or background 
resources that may assist in completely and accurately understanding the project. If these are too large to 
attach here, please email them to Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us. 

mailto:Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us


COST APPENDIX SHEET 
Cost Item Cost Estimate 

Planning 

Contracts 
Feasibility 
Engineering, Design, Land Rights & Bid Prep 
Restoration Plan 
Site Visits & Cost of Site Selection 
Administration, Overhead and Indirect 
Other 

Planning Subtotal: 

Construction 

Contracts 
Administration & Mobilization/Demobilization 
Other 

Construction Subtotal: 

Monitoring 

Contracts 
Data Collection 
Monitoring Administration 
Other 

Monitoring Subtotal: 

Project Cost 

Contracts 
Subtotal: 

Contingency (traditionally calculated at 10% of the subtotal) 
 TOTAL: 

Estimated Costs by Year 

Year 1 
Year 2 
Year 3 
Year 4 
Year 5 
Year 6 


	Project: 
	Project Name: Coastal Islands Enhancement for Bird Utilization in Sarasota Bay
	Full Name: Mark Alderson
	Phone Number: 941-955-8085
	Email: mark@sarasotabay.org
	Organization Name: Sarasota Bay Estuary Program
	fill_2: 825440
	Contracts: 
	Engineering Design Land Rights  Bid Prep: 90000
	Restoration Plan: 
	Site Visits  Cost of Site Selection: 
	Administration Overhead and Indirect: 
	Other: 
	Planning Subtotal: 90000
	Contracts_2: 600400
	Administration  MobilizationDemobilization: 
	Other_2: 
	Construction Subtotal: 600400
	Contracts_3: 
	Data Collection: 70000
	Monitoring Administration: 5000
	Other_3: 
	Monitoring Subtotal: 75000
	Contracts_4: 600400
	Subtotal: 
	Contingency traditionally calculated at 10 of the subtotal: 60040
	TOTAL: 660440
	Year 1: 90000
	Year 2: 330220
	Year 3: 330220
	Year 4: 37500
	Year 5: 37500
	Year 6: 
	Check Box4: Off
	Check Box5: Off
	Check Box6: Off
	Check Box7: Off
	Check Box8: Off
	Check Box9: Off
	Check Box10: Off
	Check Box11: Off
	Check Box12: Off
	Check Box13: Off
	Check Box14: Off
	Check Box15: Off
	Check Box16: Off
	Check Box18: Off
	Check Box19: Off
	Check Box20: Off
	Check Box21: Off
	Check Box22: Off
	Check Box23: Off
	Check Box24: Off
	Check Box25: Off
	Check Box26: Off
	Check Box27: Yes
	Check Box28: Off
	Check Box29: Off
	Check Box31: Off
	Check Box32: Off
	Check Box33: Yes
	Check Box34: Off
	List Box36: [Habitat Restoration]
	Check Box2: Off
	Check Box1: Yes
	Check Box37: Off
	Check Box30: Off
	Check Box17: Off
	Check Box3: Off
	Location: All three islands are in Sarasota Bay within Manatee County.  See attached location maps.
	Description: The Sarasota Bay Estuary Program (SBEP) is proposing to provide erosional protection for two coastal islands that are important roosting and nesting locations for many protected species of birds.  They are also proposing to fund the construction of a habitat restoration project on a third coastal island, Tidy Island, that is owned by the New College Foundation.  All three projects have been vetted and are included in the SBEP’s Five Year Habitat Restoration Plan.  Enhancing bird habitat in southwest Florida can compensate for the birds and habitat impacted by the Deep Water Horizon oil spill. The hydrological restoration proposed for Tidy Island will not only improve bird habitat but will expand marsh and mangrove habitats within the oligohaline zones which is essential for juvenile fish development. 
Since fish larvae are transported in the loop current for refuge in southern Gulf estuaries, expanding the oligohaline zones within the marsh and mangroves will ultimately replenish spawning stock and provide the connectivity between the northern Gulf reef fishery and the juvenile fish habitats provided in Sarasota Bay.  

The Cortez Key Bird Sanctuary Island is approximately eight acres of sovereign submerged land owned by the State of Florida and managed by the Audubon Society.  The project is in northern Sarasota Bay, east of the ICW, and south of the Cortez Fishing Village and the F.I.S.H. Preserve within an adjacent embayment locally referred to as “The Kitchen”.  This is a natural mangrove island which is surrounded by seagrass and oyster reefs.  The island is an important roosting and nesting location for many protected bird species.  The island’s northwestern edge is being eroded by wave action generated in the ICW and is at further risk of land mass loss due to sea level rise.  The proposed plan is to install a series of breakwater structures to dissipate wave action and to protect the island’s shore and help aaccretion to protect the island's nesting areas (see attached Figure – Potential Restoration Options).  Audubon of Florida currently manages this island and the attached management plan describes the existing conditions as well as proposed improvements.   Birds are the most diverse and most highly visible wildlife taxon of the area, with more than 160 species known or likely to occur in Sarasota Bay (Powell 1987). A relatively high proportion of the species that occur are not generally common in Florida. In fact, 12 of the resident species are currently listed by the federal and state governments as threatened, endangered, or species of special concern. Migrant and wintering species, occurring seasonally, make up another significant segment of the region's avifauna. Dit-Dot-Dash is a group of mangrove islands managed by the Audubon Society that is also in need or protection from wave action generated boats and are at further risk of land mass loss due to sea level rise.

The breakwater structure could be constructed of either oyster bags or pH-balanced artificial reef balls.  Oyster bags are less expensive, easier to install, and easier to permit while reef balls more effectively dissipate wave energy and attract larger fish species.  Both options occupy the same footprint which may include seagrass beds and will require appropriate permitting.  Installation of the breakwater structure would not occur during the breeding season.  These are both viable breakwater components which will bolster the vulnerable mangrove island shore while increasing EFH in the Bay.

The Tidy Island project site covers approximately 183 acres of estuarine wetlands owned by the New College Foundation.  The project is in eastern Sarasota Bay opposite of Longboat Pass and nearby multiple private residential communities. This natural island primarily consists of mangrove swamp which has been ditched for mosquito control.  Ditch spoil was deposited in sporadically-located mounds and on upland ridges which are now infested with N/E species.  South of the mangrove swamp are historic saltern areass which were severely degraded by drainage alterations introduced by the mosquito ditches.  The island also contains a semi-closed bayou.
This project proposes removing nuisance and exotic vegetative (N/E) species from portions of the upland ridges followed by a replanting of native species in select areas.  Project plans also include the removal of a portion of the upland ridge to open a pass between the semi-enclosed bayou and the Bay.  The resultant water exchange which will improve water quality within the bayou thereby improving habitat value for estuarine species.  The project includes strategically-located ditch blocks chosen to restore a hydrology which will support the natural regeneration of the salterns (see attached Figure – Potential Restoration Options).  The proposed project would improve water quality within the Bayou, restore historic saltern habitat, reduce the seed source of N/E species, and improve wildlife habitat inclusive of recreational important fish (snook, redfish, and spotted seatrout).




	Cost: Conceptual designs have been completed (see attatched). The estimated construction costs for all three projects would be ????.

 Please see attached Cost Appendix Sheet.
	Conflicts or Complements: There are no known conflicts regarding the project's implementation.


	Laws/Regulations: There are no known concerns or conflicts.
	Implementation: 
The three island projects have conceptual plans (see attached) and permitting and design can begin immediately after the funding is secured. 
	Environmental Benefits: Birds are the most diverse and most highly visible wildlife taxon of the area, with more than 160 species known or likely to occur in Sarasota Bay (Powell 1987). A relatively high proportion of the species that occur are not generally common in Florida. In fact, 12 of the resident species are currently listed by the federal and state governments as threatened, endangered, or species of special concern. Migrant and wintering species, occurring seasonally, make up another significant segment of the region's avifauna

In addition, Cortez Key and Dit-Dot-Dash Bird Sanctuary provides very important bird nesting habitat for colonial nesting waterbirds that nest in the mangrove trees. Birds that nest in the trees include Brown Pelicans, Double-crested Cormorants, Anhingas, Great Blue Herons, Great Egrets, Snowy Egrets, Little Blue Herons, Tricolored Herons, Reddish Egrets, Cattle Egrets, Green Herons, Yellow-crowned Night-Herons, Black-crowned Night-Herons, and Roseate Spoonbills. In some years, White and Glossy Ibis also nest there (Robertson and Woolfenden 1992).  Enhancing these two coastal islands will compensate for the impacts of the oil spill on the avian population in the northern Gulf region.

The Tidy Island project will provide additional habitat for avian species as well as fisheries.  Saltern communities are very rare ecotones which have been disproportionally impacted in this region (Setting Priorities for Tampa Bay Habitat Preservation and Restoration: Restoring the Balance, TBEP, 1996).  The Tampa Bay Estuary Program (TBEP) has listed this habitat as critical and included restoration targets as part of their Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP); in fact, the restoration target for saltern communities is 150 acres.  Although numerous saltern restoration projects have been successfully in creating or restoring saltern areas, there is still a major deficit in saltern habitat in this region.  Saltern communities provide essential habitat for avifaunal species annually during the spring tidal events (The Effects of Saltern Restoration at Weedon Island Preserve, Ecosphere Restoration Institute, 2008).  These important results were also further demonstrated in the recently presented paper “Saltern Restoration via Hydro-blasting Techniques”, (BASIS, 2015).  These facts demonstrate the need to preserve saltern communities since they  provide essential avifaunal habitat known to utilize these important ecotones.

The preservation and creation of mangrove  habitat, as well as the restoration of high and low estuarine marsh will also provide water quality improvements and protection from sea level rise and the effects of climate change
	Economic/Social: In 2006 the SBEP funded a study; Economic Benefits of Wildlife Viewing Recreation in Florida (attached).  Below is a brief synopsis of the report.

In 2006, there were 1.6 million wildlife viewers (residents and nonresidents) participating in non-residential activities in Florida. In addition, there were nearly 3.3 million residents participating in residential activities in Florida. Nonresidential activities are those performed at least one mile from an individual’s home. Conversely, residential activities are those performed within one mile of an individual’s home. The nonresidential activity cited most often by recreators was observing wildlife, whereas the primary residential activity was feeding wildlife. Overall, 4.2 million people participated in some form of residential or nonresidential wildlife viewing in Florida in 2006.  The total retail sales from 2006 wildlife viewing in Florida was estimated at $3.1 billion ($2.4 billion by residents and $653.3 million by nonresidents). Since 2001, expenditures in Florida for wildlife viewing have almost doubled ($1.575 billion in 2001). These numbers show a reversal from the previous five-year period in which expenditures had decreased slightly ($1.677 billion in 1996). These 2006 expenditures support a total economic effect to the Florida economy of $5.248 billion. 

A social benefit of the Tidy Island project is the land is currently owned by the New College Foundation. It would be a great opportunity to collaborate with science students at the college during the planning and design of the restoration project.  Students would also be available to assist with monitoring post construction to measure the success of the project.
	Community Resilience: The 183 acres that make up the Tidy Island project include mangrove, salt marsh and upland coastal plants. This undeveloped parcel of land and stretch of living shoreline assists with buffering the community from storm surge, flooding, and sea level rise.  Removal of invasive plants and restoration of this coastal habitat will increase the community's capacity to withstand and recover from these hazards. In addition, the newly excavated wetland areas will provide additional flood storage to help reduce coast flooding within the immediate vicinity of this site.  The preservation of mangroves, as well as the restoration of high and low estuarine marsh will also provide protection from sea level rise and the effects of climate change.
	Public Acceptance: Cortez Village is a small fishing village located adjacent to Sarasota Bay in Manatee County, Florida.  When a large scale waterfront development loomed and threatened the village and its way of life, the community formed the non-profit organization called FISH.  In 1999, FISH moved to purchase 100 acres of waterfront property immediately east of the village that was slated for large scale development.  Comprised of environmentally sensitive land, the FISH Preserve, as it is now called, was purchased without the governmental financial assistance.  Instead, FISH hosted festivals to fill the streets of Cortez Village with people who consumed local seafood and drinks, bought arts and crafts, and listened to music while learning about commercial fishing and the culture and heritage of this unique community. The Preserve serves as a unique place for a direct personal linkage between visitors, maritime heritage, and the diverse habitat of our coastal ecosystems. 

We are unaware of any opposition to this project; in fact, this project is strongly endorsed by the town of Cortez.
	Additional: The following attachment has been emailed Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us; 
Location Map, Photos of Previous Projects Phases of Habitat Restoration on the FISH Preserve, Project Permits, Project Plans, Aerial of Recent Adjacent Construction, Description of the SBEP's capacity to manage this project.

Sent from:  dianne@scheda.com
Subject line: Attachment for Coastal Islands Enhancement for Bird Utilization in Sarasota Bay Project submitted to Florida Gulf of Mexico Restoration Project Submittal.

	Partners: Ann Paul, Audubon Florida,
813-623-6826, apaul@audubon.org 
	Funding: This project is not currently being submitted for potential funding elsewhere.  


	Feasibility: 
	SUBMIT: 


