FLORIDA GULF OF MEXICO RESTORATION
PROJECT SUBMITTAL FORM

Form Purpose and Instructions:

e To assist the project proposal and review process, please complete this Submittal Form.
Completion of the Form will contribute to the appropriate information being completely and
accurately submitted for each project.

e Take as much space as needed for each question, but please keep responses as focused as
possible. It may assist you to review all the questions before addressing any one question.

e If you have multiple projects — please submit one Form for each project.

e When you have completed the form hit the submit button in the upper right hand corner. Once
your Form is successfully submitted, you will receive a confirmation email from the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection.

e Submit all back-up maps, information, etc. to Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us

e To submit updated information, please fill out this form and update fields as needed

e *|ndicates required fields

New Project D Update to Previous Submittal Project #

*Project Name

Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program

Contact Information

* FullName fy1c/inda Gates Phone Number — |g50) 892-8108

* Email Organization Name

gatmelinda@co.walto Walton County Board

Additional name(s), phone number(s), email address(s), and organization name(s) and/or project
partners

Jim Trifilio, (850)651-7131, jtrifilio@co.okaloosa.fl.us, Okaloosa County Board of County
Commissioner

Alison McDowell, (850)585-0848, mcdowel2 @ nwfsc.edu, Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance



mailto:Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us

*Project Location

Include a map, if possible, and the city, county, longitude/latitude decimal degrees if known,
and parcel # if applicable.

Choctawhatchee Bay and Watershed. The project area encompasses Okaloosa, Walton, Washington, and Holmes
Counties. Longitude: -86.34026/Latitude: 30.427740. See attached map.

*Watershed(s)

Select all that apply. A map of corresponding Florida watersheds is provided to assist in
accurate placement of the project. If the project pertains to off shore or open ocean efforts,
select Open Ocean. Florida Watersheds Map

All FL Coastal Watersheds Lake Worth Lagoon-Palm Suwannee
Beach Coast

All FL Gulf Coast Watersheds Tampa Bay
Lower St. Johns . .

All FL Watersheds Tampa Bay Tributaries
Middle St. Johns

Apalachicola-Chipola Upper East Coast
Nassau-St. Marys

Caloosahatchee Upper St. Johns
Ochlockonee-St. Marks )

Charlotte Harbor Withlacoochee
Ocklawaha

[]| Choctawhatchee-St. Andrew

Open Ocean

Everglades
Pensacola

Everglades West Coast )
Perdido

Fisheating Creek

Sarasota Bay-Peace-Myakka

Florida Keys
y Southeast Coast-Biscayne Bay

Indian River Lagoon Springs Coast

Kissimmee River St. Lucie-Loxahatchee

Lake Okeechobee

*Project Description
Describe all aspects of the project.

Okaloosa and Walton Counties propose to establish an Estuary program for the comprehensive management,
restoration, and protection of the Choctawhatchee Bay estuary through a cooperative Resolution and support
from Holmes and Washington Counties, multiple municipalities, local organizations, and Eglin Air force Base.

The Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program will emulate a National Estuary Program (NEP), an EPA placed-based
program established to protect and restore the water quality and ecological integrity of estuaries. The program
will develop and implement a Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan that will identify long-term
plans that contain actions to address water quality and living resource challenges and priorities through a



http://www.dep.state.fl.us/deepwaterhorizon/files2/projects/Florida_watersheds.pdf

*Project Category
Although projects may identify under multiple categories, please place your project in the best fit
category. A document of category definitions and examples is provided. Category Definitions

Land Acquisition

Water Quality or Quantity
Habitat Restoration
Living Resources
Recreation/Public Access
Community Resilience

*Estimated Project Costs

Describe the estimated costs of the project, including any assumptions for contingency

and ongoing operations/maintenance. Identify other secured funding sources such as matching funds, in-kind
contributions or state/federal dollars. In addition, if possible, complete and submit the Cost Appendix Sheet
associated with this Form.

Initial activities of the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program will include hiring staff, setting up the committees,
and performing gap analyses and other initial studies. A Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan will
be developed to identify long-term plans that contain actions to address water quality and living resource
challenges and priorities through a community approach.

Okaloosa County is considering committing monies out of the RESTORE Pot #1 (Direct Component) and RESTORE
Pot #2 (Consortium) funding as well as in-kind services from a continue service contract with a local engineering

*Total Estimated Project Cost $12,000,000.00

*Other Funding
Indicate if the project is submitted for any potential funding or if it may be used to leverage additional funding,
if so, please describe the funding source [e.g. State/Federal Grants]. Put NA if not applicable.

This Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program project will be submitted for consideration of the Northwest Florida
Estuary Program grant sponsored by the Environmental Protection Agency and the Gulf Coast Restoration
Council.

Additionally, as other funding sources become available for project implementation, the staff of the
Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program will utilized those resources.

Technical Feasibility
Describe the technologies involved and any relevant past experience or proven success with similar projects.

The Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program will work cooperatively with an existing organization called the
Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance (CBA). CBA is a non-profit organization founded to sustain healthy local
waterways through monitoring, education, restoration, and research. For 20 years, CBA has promoted water
stewardship within the Choctawhatchee watershed, growing the network of supporters who join in CBA's mission
to provide a future for these precious, natural resources. This cooperative relationship will aide Choctawhatchee
Bay Estuary Program in achieving water quality goals and living resource challenges and priorities.



http://www.dep.state.fl.us/deepwaterhorizon/files2/projects/Category_definitions.pdf

Conflicts or Complements to Existing Efforts

Describe any ongoing activities in the project implementation area, if the project is part of another plan, and
why the project does or does not interfere with that work. Please consider how the project may complement
existing local, regional, and state efforts/plans/objectives.

Okaloosa County is undertaking restoration work along the Choctawhatchee Bay with a living shoreline project at
Veterans Park at Baywalk. This initiative complements the Estuary Program, as it can be a pilot program for future
living shorelines projects.

Okaloosa County is beginning an enterococcus study to identify the type of bacteria entering the bay and
potentially its sources. This initiative complements the Estuary Program, as it includes water quality monitoring
that can later be used in the comprehensive management plan.

Complies with Federal, State, Local, and Tribal Laws/Regulations
Describe any concerns or potential conflicts.

No permits will be required to set-up an Estuary Program, however, as projects are identified and implemented,
the appropriate permits, if applicable, will be acquired.

Readiness for Implementation
Describe if the project has had any design or permitting work started or completed [attach permits or design
work]. Please address any issues that may delay start or finish of the project.

The Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program has amassed support from multiple counties, municipalities, local
organizations, Gulf Power, and Eglin Air force Base. See attached letters of support. The Counties are also
working towards one common governing body from which to run the Estuary Program and make both financial
and policy decisions. Once the initial funding is obtained, staff will be hired and implementation to the program
will begin. This is a long-term program that will continue working towards goals of management, restoration,
and protection of the Choctawhatchee Bay estuary.

Environmental Benefits

Describe the nature, magnitude, and timing of any environmental benefits attributable

to the project. If possible, describe potential environmental performance measures [e.g. pollutant reduction].
Please address any potential environmental impacts associated with implementing or maintaining the project
[e.g. loss of a habitat or conversion of habitat from one type to another during implementation].

The Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program will develop a comprehensive management, restoration, and
protection program. Through this program, projects will be identified and implemented that will address water
quality and living resource challenges. Project could include storm water abatement, dirt road paving, habitat
restoration, and best management programs.




Economic and Social Benefits

Describe the economic and social benefits including those related to the project’s improved ecosystem services
and any estimates on jobs created or preserved.

The Choctawhatchee Bay is a critical economic resource, contributing $1.6 billion annually through tourist
spending, $2.9 billion in annual local sales, and over 36,000 jobs. By creating an Estuary Program, solutions can
be developed and implemented to address declines in water quality, living resources and the overall estuarine
ecosystem health of the Choctawhatchee Bay caused by rapid population growth and climate changes.

Community Resilience

Describe if the project assists Florida’s ability to anticipate, withstand, or recover from hazards or threats [e.qg.
hurricane preparedness, establishing living shorelines].

Opportunities include: designing and building living shorelines and dealing with water quality concerns.

Public Acceptance

Describe any known or potential public approval or opposition to the project.

A significant amount of support from the communities surrounding the Choctawhatchee Bay have been
identified for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program. See attached letters of support.

Additional Information you wish to provide
Please include any maps, designs, drawings, photos or background

resources that may assist in completely and accurately understanding the project. If these are too large to
attach here, please email them to Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us.

Please see attachments regarding the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program.



mailto:Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us

COST APPENDIX SHEET

Cost Iltem Cost Estimate
Planning

Contracts $300,000.00
Feasibility
Engineering, Design, Land Rights & Bid Prep $ 220,000.00
Restoration Plan $261,400.00
Site Visits & Cost of Site Selection $30,700.00
Administration, Overhead and Indirect $60,700.00
Other $ 14,500.00

Planning Subtotal: ‘ $ 887,300.00

Construction

Contracts

Administration & Mobilization/Demobilization

Other $ 574,100.00
Construction Subtotal: ‘$ 574,100.00
Monitoring
Contracts $ 220,000.00
Data Collection $61,400.00
Monitoring Administration $ 184,200.00
Other $ 73,000.00

Project Cost

Monitoring Subtotal: ‘$ 538,600.00

Contracts

Subtotal: |$ 2,000,000.00

Contingency (traditionally calculated at 10% of the subtotal)

Estimated Costs by Year

TOTAL: | 2,000,000.00

Year 1 $ 800,000.00
Year 2 $ 600,000.00
Year 3 $ 600,000.00
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
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Letters of Support






C O J
RESOLUTION NO. 16- 60

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF OKALOOSA COUNTY,
FLORIDA EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE
BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM FOR THE
COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT, RESTORATION,
AND PROTECTION OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE
BAY ESTUARY; PROVIDING FOR TRANSMITTAL;
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural resources provide
boating, fishing, hunting, tourism, and other outdoor recreational and economic opportunities
for citizens and visitors of Florida; and

WHEREAS, mismanagement of Northwest Florida Estuaries may exacerbate
flooding and property loss, negatively impact water quality and estuarine habitat, negatively
affect the local economy and tourism, and threaten the health, safety and welfare of Florida's
citizens and visitors; and

WHEREAS, clected officials, local, state and federal government staff, the Nature
Conservancy, citizens, academia, and other stakeholders from the Northwest Florida
Estuaries have been actively participating in meetings to identify and coordinate estuary
management issues and efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Okaloosa County Board of County Commissioners unanimously
approved Resolution 15-143 expressing support for the Northwest Florida Estuaries and
Watersheds Project that will establish Estuary Programs for the comprehensive management,
restoration, and protection of seven Northwest Florida Estuaries, including Perdido, Pensacola,
Choctawhatchee, St. Andrew, Apalachicola, Ochlockonee, and St. Marks; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) has received funding to
stand up one estuary program; and

WHEREAS, the Okaloosa County Board of County Commissioners supports the
establishment of an Estuary Program for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary in order to
comprehensively manage and improve water quality, habitat, natural resources, and
economic benefits; and

WHEREAS, the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary is located both in Walton County and
Okaloosa County.

NOVW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF



C O J

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA, AS
FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein as if fully set
forth.
Section 2. The Okaloosa County Board of County Commissioners hereby expresses its

support for the Northwest Florida Estuaries and Watersheds Project that will establish an
Estuary Program for the comprehensive management, restoration, and protection of the
Choctawhatchee Bay estuary.

Section 3. The Okaloosa County Board of County Commissioners hereby supports working
with Walton County in jointly submitting a proposal to the EPA for the Choctawhatchee Bay
Estuary Program.

Section 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

DULY ADOPTED this ﬁ‘bday of March, 2016.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA

vk
CHARLES K. WINDES, JR., CHAIRMA

ATTEST:
J. D. PEACOCK, II
Clerk of the Circuit Court







RESOLUTION NO. 16- [

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF WALTON
COUNTY, FLORIDA EXPRESSING
SUPPORT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY
ESTUARY PROGRAM FOR THE
COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT,
RESTORATION, AND PROTECTION OF
THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY;
PROVIDING FOR TRANSMITTAL;
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural resources
provide boating, fishing, hunting, tourism, and other outdoor recreational and economic
opportunities for citizens and visitors of Florida; and

WHEREAS, mismanagement of Northwest Florida Estuaries may exacerbate
flooding and property loss, negatively impact water quality and cstuarine habitat,
negatively affect the local economy and tourism, and threaten the health, safety and
welfare of Florida's citizens and visitors; and

WHEREAS, elected officials, local, state and federal government staff, the Nature
Conservancy, citizens, academia, and other stakeholders from the Northwest Florida
- Estuaries have been actively participating in meetings to identify and coordinate estuary
management issues and efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Walton County Board of County Commissioners unanimously
approved Resolution 2015-62 expressing support for the Northwest Florida Estuaries and
Watersheds Project that will establish Estuary Programs for the comprehensive management,
restoration, and protection of seven Northwest Florida Estuaries, including Perdido,
Pensacola, Choctawhatchee, St. Andrew, Apalachicola, Ochlockonee, and St. Marks; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA™) has received funding to
stand up one estuary program; and

WHERFEAS, the Walton County Board of County Commissioners supports the
establishment of an FEstuary Program for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary in order to
comprehensively manage and improve water quality, habitat, natural resources, and
economic benefits; and

WHEREAS, the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary is located both in Walton County and
Okaloosa County.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA, AS
FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein as if fully set
forth.

Section 2,  The Walton County Board of County Commissioners hereby expresses its
support for the Northwest Florida Estuaries and Watersheds Project that will establish an
Estuary Program for the comprehensive management, restoration, and protection of the
Choctawhatchee Bay estuary.

Section 3. The Walton County Board of County Commissioners hereby supports working
with Okaloosa County in jointly submitting a proposal to the EPA for the Choctawhatchee Bay
Estuary Program.

Sectiond.  This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

DULY ADOPTED this __ day of March, 2016,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

Sara Comander, CHAIRPERSON
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RESOLUTION NO. 16-08

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF HOLMES COUNTY, FLORIDA
EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE
BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM FOR THE
COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT,
RESTORATION, AND PROTECTION OF THE
CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY; PROVIDING
FOR TRANSMITTAL; PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural resources
provide boating, fishing, hunting, tourism, and other outdoor recreational and economic
opportunities for citizens and visitors of Florida; and

WHEREAS, mismanagement of Northwest Florida Estuaries may exacerbate
flooding and property loss, negatively impact water quality and estuarine habitat,
negatively affect the local economy and tourism, and threaten the health, safety and
welfare of Florida's citizens and visitors; and

WHEREAS, elected officials, local, state and federal government staff, the Nature
Conservancy, citizens, academia, and other stakeholders from the Northwest Florida
Estuaries have been actively participating in meetings to identify and coordinate estuary
management issues and efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA™) has received funding to
stand up one estuary program; and

WHEREAS, the Holmes County Board of County Commissioners supports the
establishment of an Estuary Program for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary in order to
comprehensively manage and improve water quality, habitat, natural resources, and
economic benefits; and

WHEREAS, the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary is located both in Walton County and
Okaloosa County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF HOLMES COUNTY, FLORIDA, AS
FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein as if fully set
forth.



Section 2. The Holmes County Board of County Commissioners hereby expresses its
support for the Northwest Florida Estuaries and Watersheds Project that will establish an
Estuary Program for the comprehensive management, restoration, and protection of the
Choctawhatchee Bay estuary.

Section 3. The Holmes County Board of County Commissioners hereby supports working
with Walton County in jointly submitting a proposal to the EPA for the Choctawhatchee Bay
Estuary Program.

Section 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

DULY ADOPTED this 14day of June, 2016.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HOLMES COUNTY, FLORIDA

3y,

DANNY POAVELL, CHAIRMAN

KYLE HUDSON
Clerk of the Circuit Court

By: Weﬂtuau Ka—é:aﬁx_

Deputy Clerk
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WASHINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
April 21, 2016 Regular BCC Meeting - Commission Board Room
1331 South Blvd., Chipley, FL 32428

DISTRICT 1 DISTRICT 2 DISTRICT 3 DISTRICT 4  DISTRICT 5
Alan Bush Charles Kent Charles Brock Todd Abbott Lynn Gothard

Chairman  Vice-Chair

A. PROCLAMATION - Deputy Woolover
B. Call to Order — Chairman Bush

C. Invocation/Pledge — County Coordinator Corbin/Chairman Bush

The Washington County Board of County Commissioners met on the above
referenced date with the following members present: Chairman Bush,
Commissioners Kent, Abbott, and Gothard.

Commissioner Brock was present via polycom.

Also attending the meeting are as follows:

Jeff Goodman, County Attorney

Shawna Faison, Executive Assistant to Clerk of Court Lora C. Bell

David Corbin, County Coordinator

Johnnie Odom, Deputy Clerk

L. PUBLIC HEARING
A. Future Land Use Map Amendments — Caitlin Cerame, WFRPC Planner
spoke on the Future Land Use Map Amendments, which include
locations 2841 Dauphin Road, parcels 3436-0016 and 3436-0034,
Bonifay, Hwy. 273 frontage, and The Florida Gas Transmission
Company, 2508 River Road, Caryville. The Planning Department Staff

recommends approval.



Page | 156
2016 BCC Regular Meeting
4/21/16

2007 North Hwy. 181, Westville, FL 32464 asked permission from the Board

to participate in a fund raising event, which would be used as an

opportunity to raise safety awareness.

There was no opposition from the Board for the Fire Department to

participate in the event.

V. CONSENT AGENDA -

A.

B.

Request approval for the Clerk of Court to pay vouchers for March 2016
totaling $2,192,988.55

Planning Department Fee Schedule — The Planning Department
proposed the following changes to the Planning Department fee schedule:
$20.00 fee for Land Use Certifications, $250.00 small scale amendment

(10 acres or less), and $1,000.00 for a large scale amendment

. Future Land Use Amendments — Staff is continuing the County initiated

amendment process to properly identify land uses. Parcels 3436-0016
and 3436-0034 will be changed from their current status of conservation
to agriculture/silviculture and conservation. Parcels 2586-0002 and
2587-0000 will become agriculture/silviculture and conservation. Parcel
5530-0001 will change from agriculture/silviculture to public/semi-

public (utility). Adoption of Ordinance 2016-01.

. Commercial Intent Overlay — Proposed Hwy. 77 and Hwy. 79/Douglas

Ferry intent overlays shall lay a foundation to foster economic
development in strategic areas and aid the County in developing areas
prime for premier office and industrial business and employment

centers. Adoption of Ordinance 2016-02.

. Wheeler Emergency Management Task Order 5 — Month 3

Estuary Program —Washington County Board of County Commissioners
support the establishment of the Choctawhatchee Bay estuary program

for the comprehensive management, restoration, and protection of the


ezambello
Highlight
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Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary.

Q

. Presidio Maintenance Agreement

H. Budget Amendment — Transfer $50,000.00 from FEMA funds to
distribute $10,000.00 into each Commissioner’s district materials budget

[. Transportation Alternative Program Resolution — Supports construction
of a sidewalk from Ussery Road to Brickyard Road

J. Building Maintenance Truck Replacement — Replace the Building
Maintenance 2001 truck with a truck from Chipola Ford, quoted at
$23,669.00

K. Greenhead Road Change Order — Mix granite rock into clay for (7) miles

L. Department of Economic Opportunity Technical Assistance Grant

Commissioner Abbott offered a motion, seconded by Commissioner

Kent and carried to adopt the consent agenda.

VI. AGENDA ITEMS - Planning Commission At-Large Appointment — Caitlin
Cerame, WFRPC Planner advised the Board the seat is currently vacant and
they have advertised, receiving (3) applications.

The information was provided to the Board.

Caitlin Cerame advised the Board historically the Planning Department has

provided the Board a recommendation.

Commissioner Abbott recommended the Planning Commission bring forth a

recommendation before the Board.

There was no opposition from the Board.

Caitlin Cerame, WFRPC Planner asked for additional time to present the

Board with a recommendation.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2016-01

A RESOLUTION OF THE CINCO BAYOU TOWN
COUNCIL  EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE
BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM  FOR THE
COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT, RESTORATION,
AND PROTECTION OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE
BAY ESTUARY; PROVIDING FOR TRANSMITTAL;
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural resources provide
boating, fishing, hunting, tourism, and other outdoor recreational and economic opportunities
for citizens and visitors of Florida; and

WHEREAS, mismanagement of Northwest Florida Estuaries may exacerbate
flooding and property loss, negatively impact water quality and estuarine habitat, negatively
affect the local economy and tourism, and threaten the health, safety and welfare of Florida's
citizens and visitors; and

WHEREAS, elected officials, local, state and federal government staff, the Nature
Conservancy, citizens, academia, and other stakeholders from the Northwest Florida
Estuaries have been actively participating in meetings to identify and coordinate estuary
management issues and efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA")has received funding to stand
up one estuary program; and

WHEREAS, the Cinco Bayou Town Council supports the establishment of an Estuary
Program for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary in order to comprehensively manage and
improve water quality, habitat, natural resources, and economic benefits; and

WHEREAS, the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary is located both in Walton County and
Okaloosa County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CINCO BAYOU TOWN
COUNCIL, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein as if fully set
forth.

Section 2. The Cinco Bayou Town Council hereby expresses its support for the Northwest
Florida Estuaries and Watersheds Project that wil establish an Estuary Program for the
comprehensive management, restoration, and protection of the Choctawhatchee Bay estuary.



Section 3, The Cinco Bayou Town Council hereby supports working with Walton County in
jointly submitting a proposal to the EPA for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program.

Section 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

DULY ADOPTED this 12" day of May. 2016.

MAYOR: n,xw/*%ki,ﬂ?/ﬁ“&{/
[ IE

EOOD

APPROVED

ATTEST

KEITH WILLIAMS, TOWN MANAGER/CLERK
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RESOLUTION 2016-9

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FORT WALTON
BEACH, FLORIDA, EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE
MANAGEMENT, RESTORATION, AND PROTECTION OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE
BAY ESTUARY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural resources provide

boating, fishing, hunting, tourism, and other outdoor recreational and economic opportunities for
citizens and visitors of Florida; and

WHEREAS, mismanagement of Northwest Florida Estuaries may exacerbate flooding
and property loss, negatively impact water quality and estuarine habitat, negatively affect the
local economy and tourism, and threaten the health, safety and welfare of Florida's citizens and
visitors; and

WHEREAS, elected officials, local, state, and federal government staff, the Nature
Conservancy, citizens, academia, and other stakeholders from the Northwest Florida Estuaries

have been actively participating in meetings to identify and coordinate estuary management
issues and efforts; and

WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) has received
funding to stand up one estuary program; and

WHEREAS, the City of Fort Walton Beach City Council supports the establishment of
an Estuary Program for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary in order to comprehensively manage
and improve water quality, habitat, natural resources, and economic benefits; and

WHEREAS, the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary is located in both Okaloosa County and
Walton County,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF FORT WALTON BEACH, FLORIDA:

1. That the City Council of the City of Fort Walton Beach finds the above recitals to be
true and correct and incorporate them herein by reference.

2. That the City Council of the City of Fort Walton Beach hereby expresses its support
for the Northwest Florida Estuaries and Watersheds Project that will establish an Estuary

Program for the comprehensive management, restoration and protection of the Choctawhatchee
Bay Estuary.

3. That the City Council of the City of Fort Walton Beach hereby supports partnering
with Walton County in jointly submitting a proposal to EPA for the Choctawhatchee Bay
Estuary Program.



RESOLUTION 2016-9

4. That this resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the City Council

Mi(ﬁe Anderson, Mayor

of the City of Fort Walton Beach.

Attest:

M. Barnes, City Clerk
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RESOLUTION 16-11

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
DESTIN, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM FOR THE
COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT, RESTORATION, AND
PROTECTION OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY:
SUPPORTING OKALOQOSA AND WALTON COUNTIES JOINTLY
SUBMITTING A PROPOSAL TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AGENCY FOR FUNDING OF THIS PROGRAM;
PROVIDING FOR TRANSMITTAL; AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHERFEAS, Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural
resources provide fishing, hunting, tourism. and other outdoor recreational and
economic opportunities for citizens and visitors of Fiorida; and

WHEREAS., mismanagement of Northwest Florida Estuaries may
exacerbate flooding and property loss, negatively impact water quality and estuarine
habitat, negatively affect the local economy and tourism, and threaten the health.
safety. and welfare of Florida’s citizens and visitors; and

WHEREAS, elected officials, local, state, and federal government staff, the
Nature Conservancy, citizens. academia. and other stakeholders from the Northwest
Florida Estuaries have been actively participating in meetings to identifv and
coordinate estuary management issues and efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has received
funding to stand up one estuary program; and

WHEREAS. the Destun City Council fully supports the establishment of an
Estuary Program for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary in order to comprehensively
manage and improve the water quality, habitat. natural resources, and economic
benefits; and

WHEREAS, the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary is located in both Okaloosa
County and Walton County.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The above recitals are rue and correct and incorporated herein as if
fully set forth.

Section 2. The Destin Citv Council hereby expresses its support for the
Northwest Florida Estuaries and Watersheds Project that will establish an Estary




Program for the comprehensive management. restoration, and protection of the
Choctawhatchee Bay estuary.

Section 3. The Destin City Council hereby supports Okaloosa and Walton
Counties jointly submitting a proposal to the EPA for the Choctawhaichee Bay
Estuary Program.

Section 4. This resolution shall be transmitted to the Okaloosa Countv Board of
Commissioners and shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

SO DONE THIS 18™ DAY OF JULY 2016

Scott Fischer, Mayor

ATTEST:

—
el

q T

K
Rey Bailey, City Clerk




ihe Gity of

vary esther, Florida




RESOLUTION NO. 16-03

A RESOLUTION OF THE MARY ESTHER CITY COUNCIL
EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM FOR THE
COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT, RESTORATION, AND
PROTECTION OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY;
PROVIDING FOR TRANSMITTAL; AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural resources provide
boating, fishing, hunting, tourism, and other outdoor recreational and economic opportunities
for citizens and visitors of Florida; and - -

WHEREAS, mismanagement of Northwest Florida Estuaries may exacerbate flooding and
property loss, negatively impact water quality and estuarine habitat, negatively affect the local
economy and tourism, and threaten the health, safety and welfare of Florida’s citizens and
visitors; and

WHEREAS, elected officials, local, state and federal government staff, the Nature
Conservancy, citizens, academia, and other stakeholders from the Northwest Florida Estuaries
have been actively participating in meetings to identify and coordinate estuary management
issues and efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) has received funding to stant
up one estuary program; and

WHEREAS, the Mary Esther City Council supports the establishment of an Estuary
Program for the Choctawhatchee Bay in order to comprehensively manage and improve water
quality, habitat, natural resources, and economic benefit, and

WHEREAS, the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary is located both in Walton County and
Okaloosa County. ' ’

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mary Esther City Council, as follows:
Section 1. The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein as if fully set forth.
Section 2. The Mary Esther City Council hereby expresses its support for the Northwest

Florida Estuaries and Watershed Project that will establish an Estuary Program for

the comprehensive management restoration and protection of the
Choctawhatchee Bay estuary.




Section 3. The Mary Esther City Council hereby supports working with Walton County in
jointly submitting a proposal to the EPA for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary
Program.

Section 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

SO DONE this <52 _ day of July 2016,

By:

Chris Stein, Mayor

ATTEST:

City Clerk

#

Resolution 16-03 Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program Page 2 of 2






RESOLUTION NO. 16-07-01

A RESOLUTION OF THE NICEVILLE CITY COUNCIL
EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM FOR
THE COMPREHENSIVE MANAG EMENT, RESTORATION,
AND PROTECTION OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY
ESTUARY; PROVIDING FOR TRANSMITTAL; PROVIDING
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural resources provide
boating, fishing, hunting, tourism, and other outdoor recreational and economic opportunities
for citizens and visitors of Florida; and

WHEREAS, mismanagement of Northwest Florida Estuaries may exacerbate
flooding and property loss, negatively impact water quality and estuarine habitat, negatively
affect the local economy and tourism, and threaten the health, safety and welfare of Florida's
citizens and visitors; and

WHEREAS, elected officials, local, state and federal government staff, the Nature
Conservancy, citizens, academia, and other stakeholders from the Northwest Florida
Estuaries have been actively participating in meetings to identify and coordinate estuary
management issues and efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA'")has receive funding to stand
up one estuary program; and

WHEREAS, the Niceville City Council supports the establishment of an Estuary Program
for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary in order to comprehensively manage and improve
water quality, habitat, natural resources, and economic benefits; and '

WHEREAS, the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary is 1ocated both in Walton County and
Okaloosa County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NICEVILLE CITY COUNCIL, AS
FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein as if fully set
forth.

Section 2. The Niceville City Council hereby expresses its support for the Northwest Florida
Estuaries and Watersheds Project that will establish an Estuary Program for the comprehensive
management, restoration, and protection of the Choctawhatchee Bay E stuary.



Section 3. The Niceville City Council hereby supports Okaloosa and Walton Counties jointly
submitting a proposal to the EPA for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program

Section 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

Adopted in regular session this 12 day of July, 2016.

o bt )t

MAYOR

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK
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RESOLUTION 2016 -01

A RESOLUTION OF THE NICEVILLE VALPARAISO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY
ESTUARY PROGRAM FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT, RESTORATION,
AND PROTECTION OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY

WHEREAS, Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural resources provide boating, fishing,
hunting, tourism, and other outdoor recreational and economic opportunities for citizens and visitors of
Florida; and

WHEREAS, mismanagement of Northwest Florida Estuaries may exacerbate flooding and property loss,
negatively impact water quality and estuarine habitat, negatively affect the local economy and tourism,
and threaten the health, safety and welfare of Florida’s citizens and visitors; and

WHEREAS, elected officials, local, state and federal government staff, the Nature Conservancy, citizens,
academia, and other stakeholders from the Northwest Florida Estuaries have been actively participating in
meetings to identify and coordinate estuary management issues and efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has received funding to stand up one estuary
program; and

WHEREAS, the Niceville Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce supports the establishment of an Estuary
Program for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary in order to comprehensively manage and improve water
quality, habitat, natural resources, and economic benefits; and

WHEREAS, the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary is located both in Okaloosa County and Walton County,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NICEVILLE VALPARAISO CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE:

The Niceville Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce hereby supports Northwest Florida Estuaries and
Watersheds Project to establish an Estuary Program for the comprehensive management,
restoration and protection of the Choctawhatchee Bay estuary, and alse supports the joint
submission by Okaloosa and Walton Counties of a proposal to the EPA for the Choctawhatchee
Bay Estuary Program.

SO DONE THIS 22™P DAY OF JUNE 2016.

Alan Wood, 2016 Chairman of the Board

il 3
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CHAMBER
Advocating for Businesses — Strengthening our Community

RESOLUTION 2016 -3

A RESOLUTION OF THE DESTIN AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE
MANAGEMENT, RESTORATION, AND PROTECTION OF THE
CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY

WHEREAS, Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural resources provide
boating, fishing, hunting, tourism, and other outdoor recreational and economic opportunities
for citizens and visitors of the Destin Area and Florida; and

WHEREAS, mismanagement of Northwest Florida Estuaries may exacerbate flooding and
property loss, negatively impact water quality and estuarine habitat, negatively affect the local
economy and tourism, and threaten the health, safety and welfare of Destin’s and Florida's
citizens and visitors; and

WHEREAS, elected officials, local, state and federal government staff, the Nature
Conservancy, citizens, academia, and other stakeholders from the Northwest Florida
Estuaries have been actively participating in meetings to identify and coordinate estuary
management issues and efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary is located both in Walton County and Okaloosa
County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE DESTIN AREA CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS THAT THEY SUPPORT A MANAGEMENT
PLAN AND ESTUARY PROGRAM FOR THE CHOCTAWHATCEE BAY
WATERSHED.

DONE SO)}H S 28TH DAY OF MARCH 2016 BY:

R

Jokathan Ochs, Chairman of the Board

Trustmark Bank

Shane &. Moody, CCE, FGCP
President and CEO

4484 Legendary Drive, Suite A | Destin, Florida 32541 | (850) 837-6241 | DestinChamber.com
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RESOLUTION 2016-03

A RESOLUTION OF THE GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA EXPRESSING
SUPPORTING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY
ESTUARY PROGRAM FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT, RESTORATION,
AND PROTECTION OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY; PROVIDING FOR
TRANSMITTAL; PROIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural resources
provide boating, fishing, hunting. tourism, and other outdoor recreational and
economic opportunities for citizens and visitors of Florida; and

WHEREAS, mismanagement of Northwest Florida Estuaries  may
exacerbate flooding and property loss, negatively impact water quality and estuarine
habitat, negatively affect the local economy and tourism. and threaten the health,
safety and welfare of Florida's citizens and visitors; and

WHEREAS, elected officials, local, state and federal government staff, the
Nature Conservancy, citizens, academia, and other stakeholders from the
Northwest  Florida Estuaries have been actively participating in meetings to
identify and coordinate estuary management issues and efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA'") has received funding
to stand up one estuary program; and

WHEREAS, the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce Board of
Directors supports the establishment of an Estuary Program for the
Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary in order to comprehensively manage and improve
water quality, habitat, natural resources, and economic benefits; and

WHEREAS, the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary is located both in Walton County and
Okaloosa County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Greater
Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce, Florida as follows:

Section 1. The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein as if fully set forth.

34 Miracle Strip Parkway, S.E. < P.0. Box 640 = Fort Walton Beach, FL 32549  Office: 850-244-8191 © Fax: 850-244-1935 /
www.fwbchamber.com ‘
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Section 2. The Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors hereby
expresses its support for the Northwest Florida Estuaries and Watersheds Project
that wil establish an Estuary Program for the comprehensive management,
restoration, and protection of the Choctawhatchee Bay estuary.

Section 3. The Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors hereby
supports working with Walton County in jointly submitting a proposal to the EPA for
the Choctawhatchee Bay FEstuary Program.

Section 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

DONE AND ADOPTED by the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce

this 24™ day of March 2016.
Tammy McGaughy Ted Corcoran

President/CEQO
Greater Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce

2016 Chair of the Board
Greater Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce

34 Miracle Strip Parkway, S.E. = P.0. Box 640 < Fort Walton Beach, FL 32549 « Office: 850-244-8191 © Fax: 850 244 1935
www. fwbchamber.com =
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THE BUILDING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
OF OKALOOSA & WALTON COUNTIES, INC.

A RESOLUTION FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
BUILDING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION OF OKALOOSA —- WALTON
COUNTIES, INC. EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY
PROGRAM FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT,
RESTORATION, AND PROTECTION OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY
ESTUARY; PROVIDING FOR TRANSMITTAL; PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE. '

WHEREAS, Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural resources
provide boating, fishing, hunting, tourism, and other outdoor recreational and
economic opportunities for citizens and visitors of Florida: and

WHEREAS, mismanagement of Northwest Florida Estuaries may exacerbate
flooding and property loss, negatively impact water quality and estuarine habitat,
negatively affect the local economy and tourism, and threaten the health, safety and
welfare of Florida's citizens and visitors; and

WHEREAS, clected officials, local, state and federal government staff, the
Nature Conservancy, citizens, academia, and other stakeholders from the
Northwest Florida Estuaries have been actively participating in meetings to identify
and coordinate estuary management issues and efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Okaloosa County Board of County Comnissioners
unanimously approved Resolution 15-143 expressing support for the Northwest
Florida Estuaries and Watersheds Project that will establish Estuary Programs for the
comprehensive management, restoration, and protection of seven Northwest Florida
Estuaries, including Perdido, Pensacola, Choctawhatchee, St. Andrew, Apalachicola,
Ochlockonee, and St. Marks; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA') has received
funding to stand up onc estuary program: and

WHEREAS, the Building Industry Association of Okaloosa — Walton Counties,
Inc. supports the establishment of an Estuary Program for the Choctawhatchee Bay
Estuary in order to comprehensively manage and improve water quality,
habitat, natoral resources, and economic benefits: and

WHEREAS, the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary is located both in Walton County and
Okaloosa County.

1980 Lewis Turner Boulevard ~ Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547 ~ (850) 863-5107 ~ Fax (850) 864-2037

Terremv Whitehead 20168 President wranar, hiamw. ore Alan Raspett Fxecntive Vice Pracident
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE BUILDING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION OF OKALOOSA — WALTON
COUNTIES, INC., FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:

Duly adopted this 28 day of April, 2016

Building Industry Association of Okaloosa — Walton Counties, Inc., Florida

emy White — President

an Baggett — Executive Vice President






RESOLUTION 2016-17

MID-BAY BRIDGE AUTHORI:fY

WHEREAS, Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural resources provide
boating, fishing, hunting, tourism, and other outdoor recreational and economic opportunities
for citizens and visitors of Florida; and

WHEREAS, mismanagement of Northwest Florida Estuaries may exacerbate flooding and
property loss, negatively impact water quality and estuarine habitat, negatively affect the local
economy and tourism, and threaten the health, safety and welfare of Florida's citizens and
visitors; and

WHEREAS, elected officials, local, state and federal government staff, the Nature Conservancy,
citizens, academia, and other stakeholders from the Northwest Florida Estuaries have been
actively participating in meetings to identify and coordinate estuary management issues and
efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Mid-Bay Bridge Authority has supported environmental and water quality
throughout its existence; and

WHEREAS, support for the Northwest Florida Estuaries and Watersheds Project will help
establish Estuary Programs for the comprehensive management, restoration, and protection of
seven Northwest Florida Estuaries, including Perdido, Pensacola, Choctawhatchee, St. Andrew,
Apalachicola, Ochlockonee, and St. Marks; and

. WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) has received funding to stand up

one estuary program; and

WHEREAS, the Mid-Bay Bridge Authority supports the establishment of an Estuary Program
for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary in order to comprehensively manage and improve water
quality, habitat, natural resources, and economic benefits; and

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Mid-Bay Bridge Authority expresses its support for
the Northwest Florida Estuaries and Watersheds Project that will establish an Estuary Program
for the comprehensive management, restoration, and protection of the Choctawhatchee Bay
estuary.

Dated this 23rd day of June 2016

MID-BAY BRIDGE AUTHORITY e
{

Virginia A. Asthana, Secretary—Treasurer
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DESTIN FISHERMAN'S COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC.
210C Highway 98 East, Post Office Box 291
Destin, Florida 32540
850-654-4999 Fax 850-650-0606

v

>.JCCOXI

May 25, 2016

To Whom It May Concern:

The Destin Fisherman's Cooperative Association supports 120 plus member
boats, all who make their living on local waters. We are Charter boats, Party
boats, Commercial Fishing vessels, Parasail boats and Dolphin Cruise boats.
We also value a majority of Destin’s private fleet as customers. We endorse the
development and funding of a North West Florida management and Estuary
Program for Choctawhatchee Bay and its Water Shed.

The Grant program offers the opportunity for development of plans to ensure the
water quality of the estuaries to protect them from drastic or catastrophic
changes; thereby directly affecting the health and sustainability of the entire Gulf
Coast. With the growth and expansion of the area this is most important to
insure that we can continue to enjoy our waterways as healthy and productive
playgrounds and work areas.

We strongly recommend the approval of this grant for the Choctawhatchee Basin
area. Thanking you in advance for your consideration in this matter, we are

Sincerely yours,

o R—

Kay Biggers
General Manager
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! Energy Place

Pensacola, FL 32520
= \
Gulf Power
November 3, 2015

Ms. Erika Zambello

Marine Economic and Tourist Development Resource Coordinator
Emerald Coast Convention Center

Ft. Walton Beach, FL. 32548

RE: Gulf Power Support to the Florida Panhandle Estuary Program
Dear Ms. Zambellow:

As you may be aware, Gulf Power Company serves more than 436,000 customers throughout Northwest
Florida. We are very active in environmental stewardship, community and economic development, and
energy conservation. We see the merits of this issue and thus support your EPA grant application for a
Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program.

The grant program offers the opportunity to develop plans and projects to ensure water quality
protection in the watershed as a whole, thereby directly affecting the health and sustainability of this
region of Florida. Protecting the Choctawhatchee Bay ensures that our waterways continue to be
healthy and productive playgrounds and work areas.

We recommend the approval of this grant for the Choctawhatchee Bay watershed. Thank you making
us aware of this matter. If you should have any questions, please feel free to give me a call at (850) 444-
6573.

Sincerely,

Richard “Mike"” Markey

Environmental Affairs Director

Cc: File
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Sat 5/14/2016 &:13 AM

Gary Jarvis <gjabd@aol.com>
NWFL Estuary project
To Erika Zambello

6 You replied to this message on 5/16/2016 10:51 AM.

As president of the Destin Charter Boat Association | would like to write this letter in support of the development and funding of a North West Florida
management and Estuary Program for Choctawhatchee Bay and its Water Shed . Many of our members and related businesses rely on a healthy and
sustainable fishery on Choctawhatchee Bay. It also has direct effects on the health and well being of our local coast line along the Gulf of Mexico that
effect all of our fishing companies. Not only that but as more and more upland development changes the dynamics of the Choctawatchee water shed
we need a direct and well thought out plan to make sure the estuaries of this body of water are protected from drastic or catastrophic changes in water
quality. For these reasons the DCBA strongly recommend that this grant be approved and put into motion without delay.

Capt Gary Jarvis
President D.C.B.A
F/V Back Down2
Destin,Fl

Click a photo to see recent emails and social updates. (B
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TOURIST DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM /1T )
DATE: June 23, 2016 ( ,()7{\ ST
10): Tourist Development Council i S e

Ed Schroeder, Tourist Development Department Director

FROM:
Erika Zambello, Marine Economic & Tourism Development Resource Coord.

SUBIJECT: Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program Resolution

STATEMENT OF ISSUE: Request approval of a Resolution supporting the establishment of the
Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program.

BACKGROUND: Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural resources provide boating,
fishing, hunting, tourism, and other outdoor recreational and economic opportunities for citizens and
visitors. Mismanagement of Northwest Florida estuaries may exacerbate flooding and property loss,
negatively impact water quality and estuarine habitat, negatively affect the local economy and tourism,
and threaten the health, safety and welfare of citizens and visitors.

The Okaloosa County Board of Commissioners unanimously approved Resolution # 15-143 expressing
support for the Northwest Florida Estuaries and Watersheds Project that will establish Estuary Programs
for the comprehensive management, restoration and protection of seven Northwest Florida Estuaries,
including Perdido, Pensacola, Choctawhatchee, St. Andrew, Apalachicola, Ochlockonee, and St. Marks.
The Okaloosa County Board of County Commissioners unanimously approved Resolution 16-60
expressing support for the establishment of the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program. The
Environmental Protection Agency was awarded funding from the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration
Council to stand up one (1) estuary program and will be issuing a request for proposals in the near future.

Resolutions of support have been obtained from multiple local authorities and will be included as backup
documentation with the Choctawhatchee Bay submission to the EPA’s request for proposals.

OPTIONS: Approve or Deny

RECOMMENDATION TO BCC: Approve Resolution 16-__ supporting the establishment of the
Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program, and authorize the Chairman to sign.



IT RESOLVED BY THE TOURIST

NOW, THEREFORE, BE
SA COUNTY, FLORIDA, AS

DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL OF OKALOO

FOLLOWS:
The above recitals are (rue and correct and incorporated herein as if fully set

Section 1.
forth.
sa County hereby expresses

Section 2.  The Tourist Development Council of Okaloo
its support for the Northwest Florida Estuaries and Watersheds Project that will establish an
Estuary Program for the comprehensive management, restoration, and protection of the

Choctawhatchee Bay estuary.

Section3.  This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

DULY ADOPTED this 23rd day of June, 2016.
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA

Dale K. Peterson
W02

CHATRMAN \







United States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0905

BILL NELSON
FLORIDA

June 7, 2016

Ms. Gina McCarthy, Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest
Washington, District of Columbia 20460

RE: Okaloosa County - EPA - Natural Estuary Program
Dear Administrator McCarthy:

I am pleased to provide this letter in support of Okaloosa County's efforts to obtain a
federal grant. The goal of their proposed project is to establish an Estuary Program for the
Choctawhatchee watershed. I respectfully request your consideration of this organization’s
application for federal funding.

Okaloosa County has continued to be an ardent advocate for conservation programs
within the Gulf community and has successfully initiated and implemented strategies to
safeguard their natural resources and environment. If funded, the County seeks to develop a
much needed Comprehensive Estuary Program within the Choctawhatchee watershed. This
proactive environmental initiative will create a legacy program improving their water quality,
habitat and natural resources as well as producing much needed economic benefits for the
community.

Again, I encourage your consideration of this worthy cause. If I can be of further
assistance in this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at the address below.

Sincerely,

2 Nelrr—

CC: Ms. Mary Louise Hester, Regional Director, U. S. Senator Bill Nelson

BN/jm

United States Senator Bill Nelson, Landmark Two, 225 East Robinson Street, Suite 410, Orlando, Fluri‘(iu 32801
Telephone: (407) 872-7161 ¢ Toll-Free in Florida Only (888) 671-4091 e Fax: (407) 872-7165
http://billnelson.senate.gov
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RESOLUTION NO. 16-02

A RESOLUTION OF THE SCHOOL BOARD OF
OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA EXPRESSING
SUPPORT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM
FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT,
RESTORATION, AND PROTECTION OF THE
CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY; PROVIDING
FOR TRANSMITTAL; PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural resources
provide boating, fishing, hunting, tourism, and other outdoor recreational and economic
opportunities for citizens and visitors of Florida; and

WHEREAS, mismanagement of Northwest Florida Estuaries may exacerbate
flooding and property loss, negatively impact water quality and estuarine habitat,
negatively affect the local economy and tourism, and threaten the health, safety and
welfare of Florida's citizens and visitors; and

WHEREAS, elected officials, local, state and federal government staff, the Nature
Conservancy, citizens, academia, and other stakeholders from the Northwest Florida
Estuaries have been actively participating in meetings to identify and coordinate estuary
management issues and efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Okaloosa County Board of County Commissioners unanimously
approved Resolution 15-143 expressing support for the Northwest Florida Estuaries and
Watersheds Project that will establish Estuary Programs for the comprehensive management,
restoration, and protection of seven Northwest Florida Estuaries, including Perdido,
Pensacola, Choctawhatchee, St. Andrew, Apalachicola, Ochlockonee, and St. Marks; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) has received funding to
stand up one estuary program; and

WHEREAS, the School Board of Okaloosa County, Florida supports the
establishment of an Estuary Program for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary in order to
comprehensively manage and improve water quality, habitat, natural resources, and
economic benefits; and

WHEREAS, the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary is located both in Walton County and
Okaloosa County.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SCHOOL
BOARD OF OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.  The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein as if fully set
forth.

Section 2.  The School Board of Okaloosa County, Florida hereby expresses its support
for the Northwest Florida Estuaries and Watersheds Project that will establish an Estuary

Program for the comprehensive management, restoration, and protection of the
Choctawhatchee Bay estuary.

Section 3. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

DULY ADOPTED this 27" day of June, 2016.

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF
OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA

By:

Catherine S. Thigpen, Chairman

ATTEST:

By:

Mary Beth Jackson
Superintendent and Corporate Secretary






MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE AND
OKALOOSA COUNTY FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ESTUARY PROGRAM

This Memorandum of Understanding is made on this _ day of . 2016, between
Eglin Air Force Base (*Eglin AFB”) and Okaloosa County, FL (“County™) for the purpose of achieving the
various aims and objectives rclating to the application to cstablish the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary
Program (“Program™).

WIIEREAS, Northwest Florida Estuarics and their associated natural resources provide boating,
fishing, hunting, tourism, and other outdoor recreational and economic opportunities for citizens and
visttors of Florida; and

WHEREAS, the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary is located within Okaloosa County and Eglin AFB
{among other countics); and

WHEREAS, Eglin AFB and the County desire to improve the health of the Choctawhatchee Bay
and the Choctawhatchee Bay watershed; and

WHEREAS, Eglin AFB and the County wish to enter into @ Memorandum of Understanding to set
forth each parties” responsibilitics and coordinated efforts necessary to establish the Program.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants herein and other good and valuable
consideration, the parties hereby agree as follows:

Purpose

The purpose of this Memorandum is to memorialize Eglin AFB’s support of the County applying for a
grant from the Environmental Protection Agency to establish a Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program.

Obligations of Parties

Both parties acknowledge that no contractual relationship is created by this Memorandum, but agree to
work together to ensure that the appropriate leadership, administrative, and operational efforts are put forth
in order to ensure the Project’s success. Furthermore, this Memorandum can be terminated at any time, for
any reason, by either or both parties without recourse.

The activities and scrvices for the Program shall include, but are not limited to, the following:

a. Eglin AFB shall offer advicc when needed in the Program application process and support the

purpose of the application.
b. The County shall coordinate with Walton County and others in preparing the application for
submittal.
CHRISTOPHER P. AZZANO CHARLES K. WINDES, JR.
Brigadier Gieneral, USAF Chairman, Board of County Commissioners

Commander, 96th Test Wing

Clerk of Circuit Court



Infographic



CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY
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Water quality in the Choctawhatchee Bay watershed is a critical
component of the local environment and economy. The watershed
as a whole drains 5,405 sq mi throughout Florida and Alabama,
and the bay itself covers more than 116 sq mi. In addition to
important fish nurseries, the watershed provides habitat for iconic
species, including the dolphin, osprey, and Okaloosa darter.

An Estuary Program, started with a $2 million EPA grant, would
work to improve the waters, habitats, living resources and economy
of the Choctawhatchee Bay watershed. Projects could include storm
water abatement, dirt road paving, habitat restoration, and best
management programs.
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SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS:

Surface Area: 129 mi2
Drainage Area: 5,405 mi2

Average Depth: 16.4 ft
Average Salinity: 25 ppt
Coastal Wetlands: 437 mi2

Submerged Aquatic Vegetation: 4.6 mi2
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impact of Choctawhafchee Bay

™9

tourists
spend
billion

annually

$2.9
billion

local sales annually

Average Daily FW Inflow: 63,665 gal/s

36,000+

jobs created
® 0 00
@

ChocfaMakhee Bay

Source: Economic Analysis of the Contribution of Choctawhatchee Bay to Okaloosa and Walton Counties, Haas Center, June 2006
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	Location: Choctawhatchee Bay and Watershed.  The project area encompasses Okaloosa, Walton, Washington, and Holmes Counties.  Longitude:  -86.34026/Latitude:  30.427740.  See attached map.
	Description: Okaloosa and Walton Counties propose to establish an Estuary program for the comprehensive  management, restoration, and protection of the Choctawhatchee Bay estuary through a cooperative Resolution and support from Holmes and Washington Counties, multiple municipalities, local organizations, and Eglin Air force Base.

The Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program will emulate a National Estuary Program (NEP), an EPA placed-based program established to protect and restore the water quality and ecological integrity of estuaries.  The program will develop and implement a Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan that will identify long-term plans that contain actions to address water quality and living resource challenges and priorities through a community approach.

Water quality in the Choctawhatchee Bay watershed is a critical component of the local environment. The watershed as a whole drains 5,405 sq miles throughout Florida and Alabama, and the bay itself covers more than 116 sq miles.  In addition to important fish nurseries, the watershed provides habitat for iconic species, including the dolphin, osprey, and the Okaloosa darter.

The Choctawhatchee Bay provides critical economic and ecological benefits to the community.  Tourism and the local fishing industry are vital and key components to the livelihood of the residents in this region of Florida.  Studies show that tourists spend $1.6 billion annually in this region and local sales alone are worth $2.9 billion annually, which ultimately helps create over 36,000 jobs in the area.  The sound health of the Choctawhatchee Bay ensures the Northwest Florida community long-term economic stability and future growth.

An Estuary program will work to improve the waters, habitat, living resources and economy of the Choctawhatchee Bay watershed.  Projects could include stormwater abatement, dirt road paving, habitat restoration, and best management programs.  

Okaloosa and Walton County propose to work with the Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance and other local groups to support the program, including hiring staff, setting up the committees, and performing gap analyses and other initial studies.  Once this stage is complete, additional grants and contributions will be used to begin projects throughout the entire watershed.



	Cost: Initial activities of the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program will include hiring staff, setting up the committees, and performing gap analyses and other initial studies.  A Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan will be developed to identify long-term plans that contain actions to address water quality and living resource challenges and priorities through a community approach.  

Okaloosa County is considering committing monies out of the RESTORE Pot #1 (Direct Component) and RESTORE Pot #2 (Consortium) funding as well as in-kind services from a continue service contract with a local engineering firm to assist with planning component.


Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance (CBA) currently carries out a well-established citizen-scientist water quality monitoring program in the Choctawhatchee Watershed. With up to 20 years of continuous water quality data at some of these sites, CBA has provided the baseline data to inform watershed management priorities, and will continue to seek funding to ensure the continuity of the data. Annual program costs are ~ $105,000, with volunteers contributing an additional $32,000 in services at the Federal rate of $23.56/hr. 

Okaloosa, Walton, and Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance (CBA) will also provide in-kind services with the planning component of the project.  
	Conflicts or Complements: Okaloosa County is undertaking restoration work along the Choctawhatchee Bay with a living shoreline project at Veterans Park at Baywalk. This initiative complements the Estuary Program, as it can be a pilot program for future living shorelines projects.

Okaloosa County is beginning an enterococcus study to identify the type of bacteria entering the bay and potentially its sources. This initiative complements the Estuary Program, as it includes water quality monitoring that can later be used in the comprehensive management plan.

Walton County has many dirt to pave and stormwater retrofit projects across the County, which is in effort to reduce the water quality degradation within the Choctawhatchee Watershed due to sediment and high nutrient loads.  
  
 Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance (CBA) currently carries out a well-established citizen-scientist water quality monitoring program in the Choctawhatchee Watershed. With up to 20 years of continuous water quality data at some of these sites, CBA has provided the baseline data to inform watershed management priorities, and will continue to seek funding to ensure the continuity of the data. Annual program costs are ~ $105,000, with volunteers contributing an additional $32,000 in services at the Federal rate of $23.56/hr. 

In addition, CBA is partnering with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Research Institute (FWRI) on their NFWF GEBF project studying obstacles to seagrass recovery in Florida Panhandle estuaries. CBA is spearheading the Choctawhatchee Bay portion of the project and will continue to monitor seagrass abundance and distribution in the Bay.

The Estuary Program also dovetails with the upcoming SWIM plan update for Northwestern Florida, as gap analysis and other data collections has been done throughout the SWIM process, and would be used in the comprehensive management plan.

In addition, the Estuary Program would aid county staff maintaining TMDL levels as set by FDEP, and in addition would serve as a valuable resource if and when the region decides to implement a Basin Management Plan.

	Laws/Regulations: No permits will be required to set-up an Estuary Program, however, as projects are identified and implemented, the appropriate permits, if applicable, will be acquired.  
	Implementation: The Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program has amassed support from multiple counties, municipalities, local organizations, Gulf Power, and Eglin Air force Base.  See attached letters of support.  The Counties are also working towards one common governing body from which to run the Estuary Program and make both financial and policy decisions.  Once the initial funding is obtained, staff will be hired and implementation to the program will begin.  This is a long-term program that will continue working towards goals of management, restoration, and protection of the Choctawhatchee Bay estuary.
	Environmental Benefits: The Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program will develop a comprehensive management, restoration, and protection program.  Through this program, projects will be identified and implemented that will address water quality and living resource challenges.  Project could include storm water abatement, dirt road paving, habitat restoration, and best management programs.  
	Economic/Social: The Choctawhatchee Bay is a critical economic resource, contributing $1.6 billion annually through tourist spending, $2.9 billion in annual local sales, and over 36,000 jobs.  By creating an Estuary Program, solutions can be developed and implemented to address declines in water quality, living resources and the overall estuarine ecosystem health of the Choctawhatchee Bay caused by rapid population growth and climate changes.
	Community Resilience: Opportunities include: designing and building living shorelines and dealing with water quality concerns.
	Public Acceptance: A significant amount of support from the  communities surrounding the Choctawhatchee Bay have been identified for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program.  See attached letters of support.  
	Additional: Please see attachments regarding the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program.  
	Partners: Jim Trifilio, (850)651-7131, jtrifilio@co.okaloosa.fl.us, Okaloosa County Board of County Commissioner

Alison McDowell, (850)585-0848, mcdowel2@nwfsc.edu, Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance 
	Funding: This Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program project will be submitted for consideration of the Northwest Florida Estuary Program grant sponsored by the Environmental Protection Agency and the Gulf Coast Restoration Council.

Additionally, as other funding sources become available for project implementation, the staff of the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program will utilized those resources.  
	Feasibility: The Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program will work cooperatively with an existing organization called the Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance (CBA).  CBA is a non-profit organization founded to sustain healthy local waterways through monitoring, education, restoration, and research.  For 20 years, CBA has promoted water stewardship within the Choctawhatchee watershed, growing the network of supporters who join in CBA's mission to provide a future for these precious, natural resources. This cooperative relationship will aide Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program in achieving water quality goals and living resource challenges and priorities.


