
FLORIDA GULF OF MEXICO RESTORATION 

PROJECT SUBMITTAL FORM 

 

 
 

Form Purpose and Instructions: 
• To assist the project proposal and review process, please complete this Submittal Form.

Completion of the Form will contribute to the appropriate information being completely and
accurately submitted for each project.

• Take as much space as needed for each question, but please keep responses as focused as
possible. It may assist you to review all the questions before addressing any one question.

• If you have multiple projects – please submit one Form for each project.
• When you have completed the form hit the submit button in the upper right hand corner. Once

your Form is successfully submitted, you will receive a confirmation email from the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection.

• Submit all back-up maps, information, etc. to Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us
• To submit updated information, please fill out this form and update fields as needed
• * Indicates required fields

New Project Update to Previous Submittal   Project # 

*Project Name

Contact Information 

* Full Name Phone Number 

* Email Organization Name 

Additional name(s), phone number(s), email address(s), and organization name(s) and/or project 
partners 

mailto:Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us


*Project Location
Include a map, if possible, and the city, county, longitude/latitude decimal degrees if known, 
and parcel # if applicable. 

*Watershed(s)
Select all that apply. A map of corresponding Florida watersheds is provided to assist in
accurate placement of the project. If the project pertains to off shore or open ocean efforts,
select Open Ocean. Florida Watersheds Map

*Project Description
Describe all aspects of the project.

All FL Coastal Watersheds 

All FL Gulf Coast Watersheds 

All FL Watersheds 

Apalachicola-Chipola 

Caloosahatchee 

Charlotte Harbor 

Choctawhatchee-St. Andrew 

Everglades 

Everglades West Coast 

Fisheating Creek 

Florida Keys 

Indian River Lagoon 

Kissimmee River 

Lake Okeechobee 

Lake Worth Lagoon-Palm 
Beach Coast 

Lower St. Johns 

Middle St. Johns 

Nassau-St. Marys 

Ochlockonee-St. Marks 

Ocklawaha 

Open Ocean

Pensacola 

Perdido 

Sarasota Bay-Peace-Myakka 

Southeast Coast-Biscayne Bay 

Springs Coast 

St. Lucie-Loxahatchee 

Suwannee

Tampa Bay 

Tampa Bay Tributaries 

Upper East Coast 

Upper St. Johns 

Withlacoochee 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/deepwaterhorizon/files2/projects/Florida_watersheds.pdf


$ 

*Project Category
Although projects may identify under multiple categories, please place your project in the best fit 
category. A document of category definitions and examples is provided. Category Definitions

*Estimated Project Costs
Describe the estimated costs of the project, including any assumptions for contingency
and ongoing operations/maintenance. Identify other secured funding sources such as matching funds, in-kind
contributions or state/federal dollars. In addition, if possible, complete and submit the Cost Appendix Sheet
associated with this Form.

*Total Estimated Project Cost

*Other Funding
Indicate if the project is submitted for any potential funding or if it may be used to leverage additional funding,
if so, please describe the funding source [e.g. State/Federal Grants]. Put NA if not applicable.

Technical Feasibility 
Describe the technologies involved and any relevant past experience or proven success with similar projects.

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/deepwaterhorizon/files2/projects/Category_definitions.pdf


Conflicts or Complements to Existing Efforts 
Describe any ongoing activities in the project implementation area, if the project is part of another plan, and 
why the project does or does not interfere with that work. Please consider how the project may complement 
existing local, regional, and state efforts/plans/objectives. 

Complies with Federal, State, Local, and Tribal Laws/Regulations 
Describe any concerns or potential conflicts. 

Readiness for Implementation 
Describe if the project has had any design or permitting work started or completed [attach permits or design 
work]. Please address any issues that may delay start or finish of the project. 

Environmental Benefits 
Describe the nature, magnitude, and timing of any environmental benefits attributable 
to the project. If possible, describe potential environmental performance measures [e.g. pollutant reduction]. 
Please address any potential environmental impacts associated with implementing or maintaining the project 
[e.g. loss of a habitat or conversion of habitat from one type to another during implementation]. 



Economic and Social Benefits 
Describe the economic and social benefits including those related to the project’s improved ecosystem services 
and any estimates on jobs created or preserved. 

Community Resilience 
Describe if the project assists Florida’s ability to anticipate, withstand, or recover from hazards or threats [e.g. 
hurricane preparedness, establishing living shorelines]. 

Public Acceptance 
Describe any known or potential public approval or opposition to the project. 

Additional Information you wish to provide 
Please include any maps, designs, drawings, photos or background 
resources that may assist in completely and accurately understanding the project. If these are too large to 
attach here, please email them to Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us. 

mailto:Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us


COST APPENDIX SHEET 
Cost Item Cost Estimate 

Planning 

Contracts 
Feasibility 
Engineering, Design, Land Rights & Bid Prep 
Restoration Plan 
Site Visits & Cost of Site Selection 
Administration, Overhead and Indirect 
Other 

Planning Subtotal: 

Construction 

Contracts 
Administration & Mobilization/Demobilization 
Other 

Construction Subtotal: 

Monitoring 

Contracts 
Data Collection 
Monitoring Administration 
Other 

Monitoring Subtotal: 

Project Cost 

Contracts 
Subtotal: 

Contingency (traditionally calculated at 10% of the subtotal) 
 TOTAL: 

Estimated Costs by Year 

Year 1 
Year 2 
Year 3 
Year 4 
Year 5 
Year 6 
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Letters of Support 

  

















RESOLUTTON NO. 16-08

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF HOLMES COUNTY, FLORIDA
EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE
BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM FOR THE
COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT,
RESTORATION, AND PROTECTION OF THE
CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY; PROVIDING
FOR TRANSMITTAL; PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural resources

provide boating, fishing, hunting, tourism, and other outdoor recreational and economic

opportunities for citizens and visitors of Florida; and

WHEREAS, mismanagement of Northwest Florida Estuaries may exacerbate

flooding and property loss, negatively impact water quality and estuarine habitat,

negatively affect the local economy and tourism, and threaten the health, safety and

welfare of Florida's citizens and visitors; and

WHEREAS, elected officials, local, state and federal govemment staff, the Nature

Conservancy, citizens, academia, and other stakeholders from the Northwest Florida

Estuaries have been actively participating in meetings to identify and coordinate estuary

management issues and efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") has received funding to

stand up one estuary program; and

WHEREAS, the Holmes County Board of County Commissioners supports the

establishment of an Estuary Program for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary in order to
comprehensively manage and improve water quality, habitat, natural resources, and

economic benefits; and

WHEREAS, the Choctawhatchee
Okaloosa County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
FOLLOWS:

Bay Estuary is located both in Walton County and

RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF
HOLMES COUNTY, FLORIDA, AS

Section 1.

forth.
The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein as if fully set



Section 2. The Holmes County Board of County Commissioners hereby expresses its

support for the Northwest Florida Estuaries and Watersheds Project that will establish an

Estuary Program for the comprehensive management, restoration, and protection of the

Choctawhatchee Bay estuary.

Section 3. The Holmes County Board of County Commissioners hereby supports working

with Walton County in jointly submitting a proposal to the EPA for the Choctawhatchee Bay

Estuary Program.

Section 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

DULY ADOPTED this 1_4day of June, 2016.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HOLMES COUNTY, FLORIDA

KYLE HUDSON
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Deputy Clerk
sy,Y\l"lraa-Xa-bi
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WASHINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

April 21, 2016 Regular BCC Meeting - Commission Board Room 

1331 South Blvd., Chipley, FL  32428 

 

   DISTRICT 1 DISTRICT 2  DISTRICT 3  DISTRICT 4     DISTRICT 5 

   Alan Bush Charles Kent  Charles Brock  Todd Abbott    Lynn Gothard 

  Chairman     Vice-Chair           

 

 

A. PROCLAMATION – Deputy Woolover  

B. Call to Order – Chairman Bush  

C. Invocation/Pledge – County Coordinator Corbin/Chairman Bush  

 

The Washington County Board of County Commissioners met on the above 

referenced date with the following members present:  Chairman Bush, 

Commissioners Kent, Abbott, and Gothard. 

Commissioner Brock was present via polycom.   

Also attending the meeting are as follows: 

Jeff Goodman, County Attorney  

Shawna Faison, Executive Assistant to Clerk of Court Lora C. Bell  

David Corbin, County Coordinator 

Johnnie Odom, Deputy Clerk    

 

I. PUBLIC HEARING  

A. Future Land Use Map Amendments – Caitlin Cerame, WFRPC Planner 

spoke on the Future Land Use Map Amendments, which include 

locations 2841 Dauphin Road, parcels 3436-0016 and 3436-0034, 

Bonifay, Hwy. 273 frontage, and The Florida Gas Transmission 

Company, 2508 River Road, Caryville.  The Planning Department Staff 

recommends approval.   
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2007 North Hwy. 181, Westville, FL 32464 asked permission from the Board 

to participate in a fund raising event, which would be used as an 

opportunity to raise safety awareness.   

 

There was no opposition from the Board for the Fire Department to 

participate in the event.  

 

V. CONSENT AGENDA –  

A. Request approval for the Clerk of Court to pay vouchers for March 2016 

totaling $2,192,988.55 

B. Planning Department Fee Schedule – The Planning Department  

proposed the following changes to the Planning Department fee schedule: 

$20.00 fee for Land Use Certifications, $250.00 small scale amendment 

(10 acres or less), and $1,000.00 for a large scale amendment  

C. Future Land Use Amendments – Staff is continuing the County initiated 

amendment process to properly identify land uses.  Parcels 3436-0016 

and 3436-0034 will be changed from their current status of conservation 

to agriculture/silviculture and conservation.  Parcels 2586-0002 and 

2587-0000 will become agriculture/silviculture and conservation. Parcel 

5530-0001 will change from agriculture/silviculture to public/semi-

public (utility).  Adoption of Ordinance 2016-01. 

D. Commercial Intent Overlay – Proposed Hwy. 77 and Hwy. 79/Douglas 

Ferry intent overlays shall lay a foundation to foster economic 

development in strategic areas and aid the County in developing areas 

prime for premier office and industrial business and employment 

centers.  Adoption of Ordinance 2016-02. 

E. Wheeler Emergency Management Task Order 5 – Month 3 

F. Estuary Program –Washington County Board of County Commissioners 

support the establishment of the Choctawhatchee Bay estuary program 

for the comprehensive management, restoration, and protection of the 

ezambello
Highlight
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Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary.  

G. Presidio Maintenance Agreement  

H. Budget Amendment – Transfer $50,000.00 from FEMA funds to 

distribute $10,000.00 into each Commissioner’s district materials budget 

I. Transportation Alternative Program Resolution – Supports construction 

of a sidewalk from Ussery Road to Brickyard Road  

J. Building Maintenance Truck Replacement – Replace the Building 

Maintenance 2001 truck with a truck from Chipola Ford, quoted at 

$23,669.00 

K. Greenhead Road Change Order – Mix granite rock into clay for (7) miles  

L. Department of Economic Opportunity Technical Assistance Grant  

Commissioner Abbott offered a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Kent and carried to adopt the consent agenda.   

 

VI. AGENDA ITEMS – Planning Commission At-Large Appointment – Caitlin 

Cerame, WFRPC Planner advised the Board the seat is currently vacant and 

they have advertised, receiving (3) applications.   

The information was provided to the Board.   

 

Caitlin Cerame advised the Board historically the Planning Department has 

provided the Board a recommendation.   

 

Commissioner Abbott recommended the Planning Commission bring forth a 

recommendation before the Board.   

 

There was no opposition from the Board.   

 

Caitlin Cerame, WFRPC Planner asked for additional time to present the 

Board with a recommendation.   

 

ezambello
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RESOLUTION  NO. 16-02 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE SCHOOL BOARD OF 

OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA EXPRESSING 

SUPPORT F O R  THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 

CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM 

FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT, 

RESTORATION, AND PROTECTION OF THE 

CHOCTAWHATCHEE BAY ESTUARY; PROVIDING 

FOR TRANSMITTAL; PROVIDING  FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE  DATE. 

 
WHEREAS, Northwest Florida Estuaries and their associated natural resources 

provide boating, fishing, hunting, tourism, and other outdoor recreational and economic 

opportunities for citizens and visitors of Florida; and 

 
WHEREAS, mismanagement of Northwest Florida Estuaries may exacerbate  

flooding and property loss, negatively impact water quality and estuarine habitat, 

negatively affect the local economy and tourism, and threaten the health, safety and 

welfare of Florida's citizens and visitors; and 

 
WHEREAS, elected officials, local, state and federal government staff, the Nature 

Conservancy, citizens, academia, and other stakeholders from the Northwest  Florida 

Estuaries have been actively participating  in meetings to identify and coordinate estuary 

management issues and efforts; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Okaloosa County Board of County Commissioners unanimously 

approved Resolution 15-143 expressing support for the Northwest Florida Estuaries and 

Watersheds Project that will establish Estuary Programs for the comprehensive management, 

restoration, and protection of seven Northwest Florida Estuaries, including Perdido, 

Pensacola, Choctawhatchee, St. Andrew, Apalachicola, Ochlockonee, and St. Marks; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) has received funding to 

stand up one estuary program; and 

 
WHEREAS, the School Board of Okaloosa County, Florida supports the 

establishment of an Estuary Program for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary in order to 

comprehensively manage and improve water quality, habitat, natural resources, and 

economic benefits; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary is located both in Walton County and 

Okaloosa County.  

 
 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SCHOOL 

BOARD OF OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 
Section 1.  The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein as if fully set 

forth. 

 
Section 2.  The School Board of Okaloosa County, Florida hereby expresses its support 

for the Northwest Florida Estuaries and Watersheds Project that will establish an Estuary 

Program for the comprehensive management, restoration, and protection of the 

Choctawhatchee Bay estuary. 

 

Section 3.  This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

 

DULY ADOPTED this 27
th

 day of June, 2016. 

 

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF 

OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

 

By: _______________________________________ 

             Catherine S. Thigpen, Chairman 

 

ATTEST:        

 

 

 

By: __________________________     

       Mary Beth Jackson 

 Superintendent and Corporate Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Eglin AFB





 

 

 

Infographic 
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	Project Name: Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program
	Full Name: Melinda Gates
	Phone Number: 850-892-8108
	Email: gatmelinda@co.walton.fl.us
	Organization Name: Walton County Board of County Commissioners
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	Location: Choctawhatchee Bay and Watershed.  The project area encompasses Okaloosa, Walton, Washington, and Holmes Counties.  Longitude:  -86.34026/Latitude:  30.427740.  See attached map.
	Description: Okaloosa and Walton Counties propose to establish an Estuary program for the comprehensive  management, restoration, and protection of the Choctawhatchee Bay estuary through a cooperative Resolution and support from Holmes and Washington Counties, multiple municipalities, local organizations, and Eglin Air force Base.

The Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program will emulate a National Estuary Program (NEP), an EPA placed-based program established to protect and restore the water quality and ecological integrity of estuaries.  The program will develop and implement a Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan that will identify long-term plans that contain actions to address water quality and living resource challenges and priorities through a community approach.

Water quality in the Choctawhatchee Bay watershed is a critical component of the local environment. The watershed as a whole drains 5,405 sq miles throughout Florida and Alabama, and the bay itself covers more than 116 sq miles.  In addition to important fish nurseries, the watershed provides habitat for iconic species, including the dolphin, osprey, and the Okaloosa darter.

The Choctawhatchee Bay provides critical economic and ecological benefits to the community.  Tourism and the local fishing industry are vital and key components to the livelihood of the residents in this region of Florida.  Studies show that tourists spend $1.6 billion annually in this region and local sales alone are worth $2.9 billion annually, which ultimately helps create over 36,000 jobs in the area.  The sound health of the Choctawhatchee Bay ensures the Northwest Florida community long-term economic stability and future growth.

An Estuary program will work to improve the waters, habitat, living resources and economy of the Choctawhatchee Bay watershed.  Projects could include stormwater abatement, dirt road paving, habitat restoration, and best management programs.  

Okaloosa and Walton County propose to work with the Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance and other local groups to support the program, including hiring staff, setting up the committees, and performing gap analyses and other initial studies.  Once this stage is complete, additional grants and contributions will be used to begin projects throughout the entire watershed.



	Cost: Initial activities of the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program will include hiring staff, setting up the committees, and performing gap analyses and other initial studies.  A Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan will be developed to identify long-term plans that contain actions to address water quality and living resource challenges and priorities through a community approach.  

Okaloosa County is considering committing monies out of the RESTORE Pot #1 (Direct Component) and RESTORE Pot #2 (Consortium) funding as well as in-kind services from a continue service contract with a local engineering firm to assist with planning component.


Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance (CBA) currently carries out a well-established citizen-scientist water quality monitoring program in the Choctawhatchee Watershed. With up to 20 years of continuous water quality data at some of these sites, CBA has provided the baseline data to inform watershed management priorities, and will continue to seek funding to ensure the continuity of the data. Annual program costs are ~ $105,000, with volunteers contributing an additional $32,000 in services at the Federal rate of $23.56/hr. 

Okaloosa, Walton, and Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance (CBA) will also provide in-kind services with the planning component of the project.  
	Conflicts or Complements: Okaloosa County is undertaking restoration work along the Choctawhatchee Bay with a living shoreline project at Veterans Park at Baywalk. This initiative complements the Estuary Program, as it can be a pilot program for future living shorelines projects.

Okaloosa County is beginning an enterococcus study to identify the type of bacteria entering the bay and potentially its sources. This initiative complements the Estuary Program, as it includes water quality monitoring that can later be used in the comprehensive management plan.

Walton County has many dirt to pave and stormwater retrofit projects across the County, which is in effort to reduce the water quality degradation within the Choctawhatchee Watershed due to sediment and high nutrient loads.  
  
 Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance (CBA) currently carries out a well-established citizen-scientist water quality monitoring program in the Choctawhatchee Watershed. With up to 20 years of continuous water quality data at some of these sites, CBA has provided the baseline data to inform watershed management priorities, and will continue to seek funding to ensure the continuity of the data. Annual program costs are ~ $105,000, with volunteers contributing an additional $32,000 in services at the Federal rate of $23.56/hr. 

In addition, CBA is partnering with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Research Institute (FWRI) on their NFWF GEBF project studying obstacles to seagrass recovery in Florida Panhandle estuaries. CBA is spearheading the Choctawhatchee Bay portion of the project and will continue to monitor seagrass abundance and distribution in the Bay.

The Estuary Program also dovetails with the upcoming SWIM plan update for Northwestern Florida, as gap analysis and other data collections has been done throughout the SWIM process, and would be used in the comprehensive management plan.

In addition, the Estuary Program would aid county staff maintaining TMDL levels as set by FDEP, and in addition would serve as a valuable resource if and when the region decides to implement a Basin Management Plan.

	Laws/Regulations: No permits will be required to set-up an Estuary Program, however, as projects are identified and implemented, the appropriate permits, if applicable, will be acquired.  
	Implementation: The Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program has amassed support from multiple counties, municipalities, local organizations, Gulf Power, and Eglin Air force Base.  See attached letters of support.  The Counties are also working towards one common governing body from which to run the Estuary Program and make both financial and policy decisions.  Once the initial funding is obtained, staff will be hired and implementation to the program will begin.  This is a long-term program that will continue working towards goals of management, restoration, and protection of the Choctawhatchee Bay estuary.
	Environmental Benefits: The Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program will develop a comprehensive management, restoration, and protection program.  Through this program, projects will be identified and implemented that will address water quality and living resource challenges.  Project could include storm water abatement, dirt road paving, habitat restoration, and best management programs.  
	Economic/Social: The Choctawhatchee Bay is a critical economic resource, contributing $1.6 billion annually through tourist spending, $2.9 billion in annual local sales, and over 36,000 jobs.  By creating an Estuary Program, solutions can be developed and implemented to address declines in water quality, living resources and the overall estuarine ecosystem health of the Choctawhatchee Bay caused by rapid population growth and climate changes.
	Community Resilience: Opportunities include: designing and building living shorelines and dealing with water quality concerns.
	Public Acceptance: A significant amount of support from the  communities surrounding the Choctawhatchee Bay have been identified for the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program.  See attached letters of support.  
	Additional: Please see attachments regarding the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program.  
	Partners: Jim Trifilio, (850)651-7131, jtrifilio@co.okaloosa.fl.us, Okaloosa County Board of County Commissioner

Alison McDowell, (850)585-0848, mcdowel2@nwfsc.edu, Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance 
	Funding: This Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program project will be submitted for consideration of the Northwest Florida Estuary Program grant sponsored by the Environmental Protection Agency and the Gulf Coast Restoration Council.

Additionally, as other funding sources become available for project implementation, the staff of the Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program will utilized those resources.  
	Feasibility: The Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program will work cooperatively with an existing organization called the Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance (CBA).  CBA is a non-profit organization founded to sustain healthy local waterways through monitoring, education, restoration, and research.  For 20 years, CBA has promoted water stewardship within the Choctawhatchee watershed, growing the network of supporters who join in CBA's mission to provide a future for these precious, natural resources. This cooperative relationship will aide Choctawhatchee Bay Estuary Program in achieving water quality goals and living resource challenges and priorities.


