Title of Project:   River Tower Shoreline Restoration and Water Quality Improvement Project (W387)
Organization and address:  	Southwest Florida Water Management District
					7601 US Hwy 301 N
					Tampa, FL  33637

Primary Contact, email, phone number:	Stephanie Powers, Senior Environmental Scientist
						Stephanie.Powers@watermatters.org
						813-985-7481, ext. 2213

Project Partners (organization names):	City of Tampa Parks and Recreation Department
							City of Tampa Stormwater Department
							Florida Department of Transportation

						
Project Description 
The River Tower Shoreline Restoration and Water Quality Improvement Project is a District initiative, in cooperation with the City of Tampa and the Florida Department of Transportation.  The project site, River Tower Park, is a 13-acre urban park located on the Hillsborough River near I-275, within the Tampa city limits.  The project is intended to significantly reduce pollutants from older residential area runoff entering the Hillsborough River.  The objectives of the project include water quality treatment of 350 acres of urbanized watershed via the creation of a 2-acre stormwater pond and restoration of 1,200 linear feet of shoreline through bank stabilization.   The project will restore shoreline habitat, enhance upland habitat, and provide stormwater treatment.   The project is designed to remove an estimated 657 lbs of nitrogen and 27 tons of total suspended solids per year.  

Total Amount Requested:					$	2,103,409

Total Project Cost:						$	4,651,116



Permits and Approvals, if needed

Permits/Approvals Description:
	
The following permits are required for project implementation.

Florida Department of Environmental Protection Noticed General Permit
	US Army Corps of Engineers Nationwide 7 and 27 Permit
Hillsborough County Environmental Protection Commission Minor Work Permit
Tampa Port Authority Miscellaneous Activities Permit

Permits/Approvals Status:
	All permits have been received, but will require reauthorization.
Florida Department of Environmental Protection Noticed General Permit - Received
	US Army Corps of Engineers Nationwide 7 and 27 Permit - Received
Hillsborough County Environmental Protection Commission Minor Work Permit - Received
Tampa Port Authority Miscellaneous Activities Permit - Received

Project objectives:  
The project focuses on developing and implementing a final design to address the bank erosion problems, as well as providing habitat and improving water quality entering Tampa Bay. The park improvements will be developed as part of the long-range lower Hillsborough River Greenway Plan, which includes a series of shoreline parks within the City of Tampa.
Project methodology:  
This project is intended to significantly reduce pollutants in stormwater runoff entering the Hillsborough River, and ultimately Tampa Bay, from older residential areas of Tampa.   
The main objective of the project is water quality treatment of 350 acres of urbanized watershed via the creation of a 2-acre stormwater pond.  The pond will be connected to a 78-inch concrete pipe that currently discharges stormwater directly into the Hillsborough River with little treatment.  The pipe lies directly underneath I-275 at a depth of approximately 20 feet.  A major portion of the project cost is allocated to the microtunneling component, which will provide access to the existing pipe and allow the connection of a new 72-inch pipe.  The new piping will transport the greater portion of stormwater flows into the created pond, providing ample residence time for suspended sediment deposition and nutrient uptake by the planted littoral shelf.
Resource benefit:
The project is designed to remove an estimated 657 lbs of nitrogen and 27 tons of total suspended solids per year.  A secondary project objective is to restore 1,200 linear feet of riparian shoreline.  The shoreline of the park has been undercut over time by tidal and river flow fluctuations.  Restoration will be achieved using a soft armor, vegetated wall system.  The wall is intended to protect existing trees along the shoreline and prevent future erosion and undercutting of the bank by providing a permanent barrier at the bank toe of slope.  All exotic vegetation along the shoreline will also be removed during this effort.
The final design has been completed and all permits have been received.  Construction is anticipated to begin in Spring 2015.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The total project is estimated to cost approximately $4,651,116 (result of RFB process and bidder responses). Please see breakdown of current available funding in the table below.  The table does not include the City’s land purchase price of $780,000. 

	PROJECT PHASE
	DISTRICT
	%
	CITY
	%
	FDOT
	%
	TOTAL

	Design and Permitting
	$   155,068
	64
	$  24,229
	10
	$  62,996
	26
	$   242,293

	Construction
	$2,194,932
	86
	$115,771
	5
	$237,004
	9
	$2,547,707

	TOTAL
	$2,350,000
	84
	$140,000
	5
	$300,000
	11
	$2,790,000



Project Monitoring and Evaluation:   
The City of Tampa will manage project maintenance and monitoring once the project has been completed. 
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