FLORIDA GULF OF MEXICO RESTORATION
PROJECT SUBMITTAL FORM

Form Purpose and Instructions:

e To assist the project proposal and review process, please complete this Submittal Form.
Completion of the Form will contribute to the appropriate information being completely and
accurately submitted for each project.

e Take as much space as needed for each question, but please keep responses as focused as
possible. It may assist you to review all the questions before addressing any one question.

e If you have multiple projects — please submit one Form for each project.

e When you have completed the form hit the submit button in the upper right hand corner. Once
your Form is successfully submitted, you will receive a confirmation email from the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection.

e Submit all back-up maps, information, etc. to Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us

e To submit updated information, please fill out this form and update fields as needed

e *|ndicates required fields

New Project D Update to Previous Submittal Project #

*Project Name

Jones Creek Patton Drive Floodplain Restoration

Contact Information

* Full Name J. Taylor "Chips" Kirsc Phone Number (850) 595-1630

* Email Organization Name

jtkirsche@myescamb Escambia County

Additional name(s), phone number(s), email address(s), and organization name(s) and/or project
partners

Brent Wipf, 850-595-3445, bawipf@myescambia.com, Escambia County Water Quality &
Land Management Division

Tim Day, 850-595-1144, trday@myescambia.com, Escambia County Natural Resources
Management Department

Matt Posner, 850-595-0820, mjposner@myescambia.com, Escambia County Natural



mailto:Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us

*Project Location

Include a map, if possible, and the city, county, longitude/latitude decimal degrees if known,
and parcel # if applicable.

34 Patton Drive, Pensacola, FL 32507. Pensacola Bay System, Escambia County, FL.

Please see the attached project location map.

*Watershed(s)

Select all that apply. A map of corresponding Florida watersheds is provided to assist in
accurate placement of the project. If the project pertains to off shore or open ocean efforts,
select Open Ocean. Florida Watersheds Map

All FL Coastal Watersheds Lake Worth Lagoon-Palm Suwannee
Beach Coast

All FL Gulf Coast Watersheds Tampa Bay
Lower St. Johns . .

All FL Watersheds Tampa Bay Tributaries
Middle St. Johns

Apalachicola-Chipola Upper East Coast
Nassau-St. Marys

Caloosahatchee Upper St. Johns
Ochlockonee-St. Marks )

Charlotte Harbor Withlacoochee
Ocklawaha

Choctawhatchee-St. Andrew

Open Ocean

Everglades
]| Pensacola

Everglades West Coast )
Perdido

Fisheating Creek

Sarasota Bay-Peace-Myakka

Florida Keys
y Southeast Coast-Biscayne Bay

Indian River Lagoon Springs Coast

Kissimmee River St. Lucie-Loxahatchee

Lake Okeechobee

*Project Description
Describe all aspects of the project.

The Jones Creek Patton Drive Floodplain Restoration Project will fund design, permitting, and construction of a 12
acre floodplain and stream restoration project along Jones Creek, a tributary to 303(d) listed Bayou Chico. The
project will restore the ecological function of 12 acres of floodplain and riparian areas by removing approximately
8.5 acres of impervious cover and approximately 48,000 cubic yards of fill material deposited in the historic
floodplain in the 1980s as foundation for Forest Creek Apartments.

The Project location is currently developed and occupied by Forest Creek Apartments, which is directly subsidized
by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The entire 200-unit complex is covered under



http://www.dep.state.fl.us/deepwaterhorizon/files2/projects/Florida_watersheds.pdf

*Project Category
Although projects may identify under multiple categories, please place your project in the best fit
category. A document of category definitions and examples is provided. Category Definitions

Land Acquisition

Water Quality or Quantity
Habitat Restoration
Living Resources
Recreation/Public Access
Community Resilience

*Estimated Project Costs

Describe the estimated costs of the project, including any assumptions for contingency

and ongoing operations/maintenance. Identify other secured funding sources such as matching funds, in-kind
contributions or state/federal dollars. In addition, if possible, complete and submit the Cost Appendix Sheet

associated with this Form.

The total estimated project costs for the Jones Creek Floodplain Restoration Project is $1.4 million. This includes
planning, design, and engineering; excavation and disposal of fill material; fill, clearing and grating; planting of
native vegetation; 600 linear feet of stream restoration; minor trail enhancements; monitoring; and contingency.

*Total Estimated Project Cost $11,400,000.00

*Other Funding
Indicate if the project is submitted for any potential funding or if it may be used to leverage additional funding,

if so, please describe the funding source [e.g. State/Federal Grants]. Put NA if not applicable.

FEMA, through their Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) Fund, has awarded Escambia County approximately $18
million to purchase the Forest Creek Apartment property, relocate tenants, and demolish all on-site structures.
The County is awaiting funds to be appropriated by Congress (as of July 2017). Funding for the Jones Creek Patton
Drive Floodplain Restoration will fund the restoration component not paid for by the FEMA FMA award.

Technical Feasibility
Describe the technologies involved and any relevant past experience or proven success with similar projects.

Escambia County has many ongoing and completed restoration projects, including 11 Mile Creek, Jones Creek,
Jackson Creek, and Bayou Chico. County staff have extensive knowledge on habitat restoration projects in the
Pensacola Bay System and the Perdido River and Bay Watershed. Staff continually attempts to find better
solutions and restoration projects by seeking assistance from restoration professional around the country and
visiting restoration sites around the region. Existing experience and technologies are in place to oversee the

successful implementation of this project.



http://www.dep.state.fl.us/deepwaterhorizon/files2/projects/Category_definitions.pdf

Conflicts or Complements to Existing Efforts

Describe any ongoing activities in the project implementation area, if the project is part of another plan, and
why the project does or does not interfere with that work. Please consider how the project may complement
existing local, regional, and state efforts/plans/objectives.

The Jones Creek Patton Drive Floodplain Restoration complements ongoing work in Jones Swamp, Bayou Chico,
and Pensacola Bay. The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund (GEBF)
has funded two projects along Jones Creek for approximately $6.475 million. The first project is funding two
floodplain restoration projects upstream of this project. The first site relocated a sewage lift station out of the
Jones Swamp floodplain, removed fill material, and restored the hydrological function of the floodplain and
replanted with native vegetation. The second site is currently under design, but when complete will restore
approximately 10 acres of floodplain by removing fill material dating to the 1950s and replanting with native

Complies with Federal, State, Local, and Tribal Laws/Regulations
Describe any concerns or potential conflicts.

The Jones Creek Patton Drive Floodplain Restoration Project will comply with all Federal, State, Local, and Tribal
laws and regulations.

Readiness for Implementation
Describe if the project has had any design or permitting work started or completed [attach permits or design
work]. Please address any issues that may delay start or finish of the project.

FEMA, through their Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) Fund, has awarded Escambia County approximately $18
million to purchase the Forest Creek Apartment property, relocate tenants, and demolish all on-site structures.
The County is awaiting funds to be appropriated by Congress (as of July 2017). Conceptual design work has been
completed for the floodplain restoration, however, an Architectural and Engineering firm will need to complete
design and engineering plans and submit permit applications to the applicable permitting agencies before the
project can begin implementation. Upon notice of award, design and permitting can be complete within 12
months and implementation can be complete within 24 months.

Environmental Benefits

Describe the nature, magnitude, and timing of any environmental benefits attributable

to the project. If possible, describe potential environmental performance measures [e.g. pollutant reduction].
Please address any potential environmental impacts associated with implementing or maintaining the project
[e.g. loss of a habitat or conversion of habitat from one type to another during implementation].

The Jones Creek Patton Drive Floodplain Restoration will restore the ecological function of 12 acres of floodplain
and riparian areas immediately adjacent to Jones Creek along Patton Drive in southwest Escambia County. By
removing approximately 8.5 acres of impervious cover and approximately 48,000 cubic yards of fill material
deposited in the historic floodplain in the 1980s as foundation for Forest Creek Apartments, natural wetland
function will restore/enhance biological activity in the Creek. The Project will also include stream restoration
along approximately 600 linear feet of Jones Creek. Restoration will restore natural hydrology and will be
replanted with appropriate native vegetation, such as black gum and bald cypress. Existing invasive exotic plant
shecies located along the Creek will be remaoved. Rinarian buffers will be reestablished along the transition to




Economic and Social Benefits
Describe the economic and social benefits including those related to the project’s improved ecosystem services
and any estimates on jobs created or preserved.

The Project location is currently developed and occupied by Forest Creek Apartments, which is directly
subsidized by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The entire 200-unit complex is
covered under the HUD Section 8 Property Disposition (PD) Program. In order to qualify, renters were required
to demonstrate a combined income of less than 50% of the Area Median Income. The location and surrounding
community has flooded at least three times in the past five years and created an additional financial burden for
those already economically disadvantaged. FEMA has awarded Escambia County a grant to purchase and
demolish the apartment complex and relocate tenants to existing facilities outside the floodplain. Restoration of
this narcel will sreatlv enhance flood cabacitv and treatment for lones Creek reducine the negative financial

Community Resilience
Describe if the project assists Florida’s ability to anticipate, withstand, or recover from hazards or threats [e.qg.
hurricane preparedness, establishing living shorelines].

Wetland restoration, floodplain expansion, and stormwater retention projects within Jones Creek and Jones
Swamp will increase stormwater capacity within the overall system. Restoration efforts will reduce vulnerability
to a natural disaster due to severe flooding. Project will also relocate residents out of low-lying, flood prone
areas within the Special Flood Hazard Area. The apartment complex is susceptible to significant flooding.
Numerous flood events have been documented dating back to the 1980’s up through the recent events in June
2017.

Public Acceptance
Describe any known or potential public approval or opposition to the project.

Escambia County Board of County Commissioners showed support for the proposed project on August 20, 2015
by approving submission of the competitive Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Mitigation
Assistance (FMA) Program Application. The public has been supportive of this project to relocate the impacted
tenants and to restore the ecological function of the floodplain and to enhance community resilience.

There is no known opposition to this project.

Additional Information you wish to provide

Please include any maps, designs, drawings, photos or background

resources that may assist in completely and accurately understanding the project. If these are too large to
attach here, please email them to Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us.



mailto:Restoration.Projects@dep.state.fl.us

COST APPENDIX SHEET

Cost Item Cost Estimate
Planning
Contracts $ 75,000.00
Feasibility

Engineering, Design, Land Rights & Bid Prep

Restoration Plan

Site Visits & Cost of Site Selection

Administration, Overhead and Indirect

Other

Construction

Planning Subtotal: ‘$ 75.000.00

Contracts $ 1,100,000.00

Administration & Mobilization/Demobilization $ 70,000.00

Other

Construction Subtotal: ‘$ 1,170,000.00

Monitoring

Contracts $ 25,000.00

Data Collection

Monitoring Administration $10,000.00

Other

Project Cost

Monitoring Subtotal: ‘$ 35,000.00

Contracts

$ 1,280,000.00

Subtotal:

Contingency (traditionally calculated at 10% of the subtotal) $ 120,000.00

Estimated Costs by Year

TOTAL: {5 1,400,000.00

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6
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	Location: 34 Patton Drive, Pensacola, FL 32507. Pensacola Bay System, Escambia County, FL.

Please see the attached project location map.
	Description: The Jones Creek Patton Drive Floodplain Restoration Project will fund design, permitting, and construction of a 12 acre floodplain and stream restoration project along Jones Creek, a tributary to 303(d) listed Bayou Chico. The project will restore the ecological function of 12 acres of floodplain and riparian areas by removing approximately 8.5 acres of impervious cover and approximately 48,000 cubic yards of fill material deposited in the historic floodplain in the 1980s as foundation for Forest Creek Apartments.

The Project location is currently developed and occupied by Forest Creek Apartments, which is directly subsidized by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The entire 200-unit complex is covered under the HUD Section 8 Property Disposition (PD) Program. In order to qualify, renters were required to demonstrate a combined income of less than 50% of the Area Median Income. As a result of the April 2014 flood, and numerous flooding events historically and most recently June 2017, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) Program declared the site a repetitive loss and awarded Escambia County approximately $18 million to purchase the property, relocate tenants, and demolish on-site structures. While requested, FEMA did not fund the restoration component.
 
The floodplain restoration work will include the following: working within the limits of the stream to restore specific areas with erosion issues, establishment & restoration of a wetland expansion area along the south side of the creek, addition of in-stream structures such as Rock Vanes and Root Wads due to stream dynamics, erosion and stormwater input control such as rip rap and energy dissipation step pools, and to establish a natural stream pattern and width to discourage erosion. Native landscape plantings, sodding, and seeding will be used at all disturbed areas to supplement natural recruitment. 

Restoration of the natural wetland function will restore/enhance biological activity in the Creek. The Project will include a stream restoration along approximately 600 linear feet of Jones Creek. Restoration will restore natural hydrology and will be replanted with appropriate native vegetation, such as black gum and bald cypress. Existing invasive exotic plant species located along the Creek will be removed. Riparian buffers will be reestablished along the transition to reduce disturbance from adjacent land uses. The Project will greatly increase wildlife utilization and biodiversity along the Jones Creek wildlife corridor.  

Water quality improvements from the project will also benefit wildlife habitat downstream in Bayou Chico and Pensacola Bay. Bayou Chico and Jones Creek are 303(d) listed impaired waters. Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) have been developed documenting existing impairments in water quality. Significant reductions in bacteria and nutrient loading are required for Bayou Chico and Jones Creek to meet Florida surface water quality standards. Restoration of the hydrological function of wetlands and reestablishment of riparian buffers will filter pollutants from nonpoint sources, such as stormwater, leading to improved water quality and water clarity in Jones Creek, Bayou Chico, and Pensacola Bay. Increased biological activity and wetland productivity will result in a corresponding increase in pollutant uptake and removal. Decrease in excess nutrients will increase dissolved oxygen concentrations, improve water clarity, and reduce potential for harmful algal blooms and fish kills.
	Cost: The total estimated project costs for the Jones Creek Floodplain Restoration Project is $1.4 million. This includes planning, design, and engineering; excavation and disposal of fill material; fill, clearing and grating; planting of native vegetation; 600 linear feet of stream restoration; minor trail enhancements; monitoring; and contingency. 
	Conflicts or Complements: The Jones Creek Patton Drive Floodplain Restoration complements ongoing work in Jones Swamp, Bayou Chico, and Pensacola Bay. The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund (GEBF) has funded two projects along Jones Creek for approximately $6.475 million. The first project is funding two floodplain restoration projects upstream of this project. The first site relocated a sewage lift station out of the Jones Swamp floodplain, removed fill material, and restored the hydrological function of the floodplain and replanted with native vegetation. The second site is currently under design, but when complete will restore approximately 10 acres of floodplain by removing fill material dating to the 1950s and replanting with native vegetation. The second project is under construction in the Beach Haven neighborhood upstream and adjacent to the Jones Creek Patton Drive Floodplain Restoration project. The Beach Haven project will provide sanitary sewer and stormwater management to an area that discharges untreated to Jones Swamp byway of stormwater or septic systems. The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) anticipates awarding Escambia County a sub-recipient agreement for Phase 2 of the Beach Haven Stormwater and Wastewater improvement project funded by the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council.
	Laws/Regulations: The Jones Creek Patton Drive Floodplain Restoration Project will comply with all Federal, State, Local, and Tribal laws and regulations.
	Implementation: FEMA, through their Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) Fund, has awarded Escambia County approximately $18 million to purchase the Forest Creek Apartment property, relocate tenants, and demolish all on-site structures. The County is awaiting funds to be appropriated by Congress (as of July 2017). Conceptual design work has been completed for the floodplain restoration, however, an Architectural and Engineering firm will need to complete design and engineering plans and submit permit applications to the applicable permitting agencies before the project can begin implementation. Upon notice of award, design and permitting can be complete within 12 months and implementation can be complete within 24 months.
	Environmental Benefits: The Jones Creek Patton Drive Floodplain Restoration will restore the ecological function of 12 acres of floodplain and riparian areas immediately adjacent to Jones Creek along Patton Drive in southwest Escambia County. By removing approximately 8.5 acres of impervious cover and approximately 48,000 cubic yards of fill material deposited in the historic floodplain in the 1980s as foundation for Forest Creek Apartments, natural wetland function will restore/enhance biological activity in the Creek. The Project will also include stream restoration along approximately 600 linear feet of Jones Creek. Restoration will restore natural hydrology and will be replanted with appropriate native vegetation, such as black gum and bald cypress. Existing invasive exotic plant species located along the Creek will be removed. Riparian buffers will be reestablished along the transition to reduce disturbance from adjacent land uses. Project will greatly increase wildlife utilization and biodiversity.  

Water quality improvements from the project will also benefit wildlife habitat downstream in Bayou Chico and Pensacola Bay. Bayou Chico and Jones Creek are 303(d) listed impaired waters. Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) have been developed documenting existing impairments in water quality. Significant reductions in bacteria and nutrient loading are required for Bayou Chico and Jones Creek to meet Florida surface water quality standards. Restoration of the hydrological function of wetlands and reestablishment of riparian buffers will filter pollutants from nonpoint sources, such as stormwater, leading to improved water quality and water clarity in Jones Creek, Bayou Chico, and Pensacola Bay. Increased biological activity and wetland productivity will result in a corresponding increase in pollutant uptake and removal. Decrease in excess nutrients will increase dissolved oxygen concentrations, improve water clarity, and reduce potential for harmful algal blooms and fish kills.
	Economic/Social: The Project location is currently developed and occupied by Forest Creek Apartments, which is directly subsidized by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The entire 200-unit complex is covered under the HUD Section 8 Property Disposition (PD) Program. In order to qualify, renters were required to demonstrate a combined income of less than 50% of the Area Median Income. The location and surrounding community has flooded at least three times in the past five years and created an additional financial burden for those already economically disadvantaged. FEMA has awarded Escambia County a grant to purchase and demolish the apartment complex and relocate tenants to existing facilities outside the floodplain. Restoration of this parcel will greatly enhance flood capacity and treatment for Jones Creek, reducing the negative financial impact associated with routine flood damages that occur in this neighborhood.   
	Community Resilience: Wetland restoration, floodplain expansion, and stormwater retention projects within Jones Creek and Jones Swamp will increase stormwater capacity within the overall system. Restoration efforts will reduce vulnerability to a natural disaster due to severe flooding. Project will also relocate residents out of low-lying, flood prone areas within the Special Flood Hazard Area. The apartment complex is susceptible to significant flooding. Numerous flood events have been documented dating back to the 1980’s up through the recent events in June 2017.
	Public Acceptance: Escambia County Board of County Commissioners showed support for the proposed project on August 20, 2015 by approving submission of the competitive Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Mitigation
Assistance (FMA) Program Application. The public has been supportive of this project to relocate the impacted tenants and to restore the ecological function of the floodplain and to enhance community resilience.

There is no known opposition to this project. 
	Additional: 
	Partners: Brent Wipf, 850-595-3445, bawipf@myescambia.com, Escambia County Water Quality & Land Management Division

Tim Day, 850-595-1144, trday@myescambia.com, Escambia County Natural Resources Management Department

Matt Posner, 850-595-0820, mjposner@myescambia.com, Escambia County Natural Resources Management Department
	Funding: FEMA, through their Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) Fund, has awarded Escambia County approximately $18 million to purchase the Forest Creek Apartment property, relocate tenants, and demolish all on-site structures. The County is awaiting funds to be appropriated by Congress (as of July 2017). Funding for the Jones Creek Patton Drive Floodplain Restoration will fund the restoration component not paid for by the FEMA FMA award.
	Feasibility: 

	SUBMIT: 
	Feasibility2: Escambia County has many ongoing and completed restoration projects, including 11 Mile Creek, Jones Creek, Jackson Creek, and Bayou Chico. County staff have extensive knowledge on habitat restoration projects in the Pensacola Bay System and the Perdido River and Bay Watershed. Staff continually attempts to find better solutions and restoration projects by seeking assistance from restoration professional around the country and visiting restoration sites around the region. Existing experience and technologies are in place to oversee the successful implementation of this project.  




