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Protecting the Mangroves so important to our Nature Coast, and alleviate flooding issue in Green Key, and Double Hammock. Our proposal is to Dredge Oyster Creek and Cross Bayou with a maintenance canal 100’ wide and 6’ deep down the middle of both using these spoils to  create a protective barrier island and parking area just seaward of the mangroves 200’ to 400’ seaward of the Mean Low, low water mark around the Robert K Reese Memorial Park. This barrier island will create a protection for our mangroves they haven’t had, and many acres of beautiful beaches Pasco County residents have been missing. Enhancing the Robert K Reese Memorial Park and adding many acres of pristine beaches for swimming, fishing and water recreation, along with providing habitat for Sea Turtle nesting, and migratory seabirds. This Island will be connected to the park with two Boardwalks, one at the Southern end from the current beach area, and another extending from the current Mangroves overlook boardwalk. This will be the 200’ span area then expanding to 400’ wide as you go northeast, then connecting to the newly created Parking Area by Boardwalk as well. The western boat ramp will be converted to access to the new parking area which will extend due North to Oyster Creek where it will end with a Ferry Dock, and paddleboard and kayak launch site, enabling the paddleboards and watercraft to access the gulf and open waters as they currently do.  The Eastern Bulkhead will accommodate overnight berthing for guest boaters afloat. There will also be a newly created beach on the West side of the parking area giving us a total of, 1 nautical Mile of Beachfront for all to enjoy.
This new parking area will hold up to 100 cars. This parking area will be developed using the spoils from Cross Bayou and Oyster creek maintenance dredging, which will enhance the Double Hammock efficiencies. The newly formed Oyster Bay will provide an opportunity for Pasco County to create a Municipal Marina if they like bringing in an additional one million dollars annually to support our newly beautified Robert K Reese Memorial Park.
To construct this barrier island we will dredge a 200’ canal, starting just West of the current beach area creating a 200’ canal proceeding East, expanding to a 400’ canal from 2’ to 4’ deep at MLLW. Line the canal North Bank with oysters, creating a bivalve reef within the canal on the North side. Using these dredge spoils to create the base of the Island. Once this is completed, go 1000’ seaward of the Island and dredge to a depth of 4’ off shore to 1’ at the beach using these fine spoils for the beaches.  

