
ITEM 2: 

Consider the April 11 and May 21, 2025, meeting summaries. 

DSL Staff Remarks: 

None 

DSL Staff Recommendation:  

Approve meeting summaries. 

ARC Recommendation: 

(   ) APPROVE 

(   ) APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS: ____________________________________ 

(   ) DEFER 

(   ) WITHDRAW 

(   ) NOT APPROVE 

(   ) OTHER:______________________________________________________________ 
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Acquisition and Restoration Council Regional Hearing 

and Regular Meeting Results 
Date:   April 11, 2025 

Time:   9 a.m. 

Location:   Department of Environmental Protection 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building 

Conference Room 137 

3900 Commonwealth Blvd 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 
 

And via webinar. 

 

Members in Attendance: 

Ms. Alissa Lotane, DHR 

Mr. Rick Dolan, FFS 

Ms. Lynetta Griner, Citizen Member, Vice Chair 

Mr. Bryan Bradner, DEP, Chair 

Mr. George Warthen, FWC 

Dr. Bill Palmer, Citizen Member 

Ms. Elva Peppers, Citizen Member 
 

REGIONAL PUBLIC HEARING 

Chair Bradner opened the regional hearing at 9:00 a.m. and welcomed those in attendance. Hank 

Vinson (DEP/DSL) then outlined public comment instructions for both in-person and virtual 

attendees and overviewed ARC’s role in the Florida Forever project selection process. 

Mr. Vinson stated ARC had received four Florida Forever 2025 Cycle 1 proposals: Hog Island in 

Putnam County; Myakka Corridor Addition in Manatee County; St. Marks River Basin in 

Wakulla County; and Teal Timber in Gulf, Calhoun, and Liberty Counties. At the December 

2024 ARC meeting, Council had voted to move all four proposals on for more detailed review. 

As part of this review process, Chapter 259, Florida Statutes, required ARC to hold hearings to 

take public testimony on all new Florida Forever proposals. ARC had held earlier regional 

hearings on March 4th in Palatka and March 11th in Bradenton. ARC would hold the final 2025 

Cycle 1 regional hearing that morning at DEP.  

Chair Bradner then called for public comment. 

Willy the Losen, Putnam Land Conservancy, spoke in favor of the Hog Island proposal. 

Mark McManus, U.S. Navy, spoke in favor of the Hog Island proposal. 

Debra Woithe, Manatee County, spoke in favor of the Myakka Corridor Addition proposal. 

Jono Miller, Concerned Citizen, spoke in favor of the Myakka Corridor Addition proposal. 

Al Russell, Terra Land Group, spoke in favor of the St. Marks River Basin proposal. 

Wendy Matthews, The Nature Conservancy, spoke in favor of the Teal Timber proposal. 

Jace Ford and Chis Rudd, Liberty County Clerk of Courts, spoke in opposition to the Teal 

Timber proposal.  
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There were no further comments or discussion. ARC adjourned the regional public hearing at 

9:25 a.m. 

COUNCIL MEETING 

Item 1: Call to order. 

Chair Bradner called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. Hank Vinson (DEP/DSL) outlined public 

comment requirements and then called roll establishing a quorum. There were no further 

comments or discussion.  

Item 2: Consider the February 14, March 4, and March 11, 2025 meeting summaries. 

Discussion: None. 

ARC Action: Approved by unanimous consent. 

Item 3: Division of State Lands approved negative response items since the February 2025 

ARC meeting. 

DSL Staff Remarks: Hank Vinson (DEP/DSL) stated the Division of State Lands had approved 

an FDOT easement across the Withlacoochee State Trail since the February 2025 ARC meeting. 

There were no further comments or discussion. 
 

ARC Action: None required. 

Item 4: Consider a 10-year update to the Apalachicola River Wildlife and Environmental 

Area management plan (Lease No. 3584).  

Discussion: Cedar Spirk (FWC) presented the management plan update. Mr. Spirk discussed the 

wildlife and environmental area’s location and acquisition history. He then outlined the 

management area’s natural communities, listed species, recreational opportunities, and economic 

benefits. Mr. Spirk concluded his presentation by discussing the management plan’s future 

resource management and outdoor recreation objectives. There were no further comments or 

discussion. 

ARC Action: Dr. Palmer made the motion to approve the management plan with Mr. Warthen 

seconding. Approved unanimously.  

Item 5: Consider a 10-year update to the Fred C. Babcock-Cecil M. Webb Wildlife 

Management Area management plan (Lease No. 4095). 

Discussion: Savannah Atwell (FWC) presented the management plan update. Ms. Atwell 

discussed the wildlife management area’s location and acquisition history. She then outlined the 

management area’s natural communities, listed species, recreational opportunities, and economic 

benefits. Ms. Atwell concluded his presentation by discussing the management plan’s future 

resource management and outdoor recreation objectives. There were no further comments or 

discussion. 

ARC Action: Dr. Palmer made the motion to approve the management plan with Ms. Griner 

seconding. Approved unanimously.  
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Item 6: Consider a 10-year update to the J.W. Corbett Wildlife Management Area 

management plan (Lease No. 2606). 

Discussion: Savannah Atwell (FWC) presented the management plan update. Ms. Atwell 

discussed the wildlife management area’s location and acquisition history. She then outlined the 

management area’s natural communities, listed species, recreational opportunities, and economic 

benefits. Ms. Atwell concluded his presentation by discussing the management plan’s future 

resource management and outdoor recreation objectives. There were no further comments or 

discussion. 

ARC Action: Ms. Peppers made the motion to approve the management plan with Mr. Dolan 

seconding. Approved unanimously.  

Item 7: Consider a 10-year update to the Lake Wales Ridge Wildlife and Environmental 

Area management plan (Lease No. 4034). 

Discussion: Savannah Atwell (FWC) presented the management plan update. Ms. Atwell 

discussed the wildlife and environmental area’s location and acquisition history. She then 

outlined the management area’s natural communities, listed species, recreational opportunities, 

and economic benefits. Ms. Atwell concluded his presentation by discussing the management 

plan’s future resource management and outdoor recreation objectives. There were no further 

comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Mr. Dolan made the motion to approve the management plan with Dr. Palmer 

seconding. Approved unanimously.  

Item 8: Consider a 10-year update to the Chassahowitzka Wildlife Management Area 

management plan (Lease No. 3586). 

Discussion: Elizabeth Norregaard (FWC) presented the management plan update. Ms. 

Norregaard  discussed the wildlife management area’s location and acquisition history. She then 

outlined the management area’s natural communities, listed species, recreational opportunities, 

and economic benefits. Ms. Norregaard  concluded his presentation by discussing the 

management plan’s future resource management and outdoor recreation objectives. There were 

no further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Dr. Palmer made the motion to approve the management plan with Ms. Griner 

seconding. Approved unanimously.  

Item 9: Consider a 10-year update to the Fisheating Creek Wildlife Management Area 

management plan (Lease No. 4257).  

Discussion: Elizabeth Norregaard (FWC) presented the management plan update. Ms. 

Norregaard  discussed the wildlife management area’s location and acquisition history. She then 

outlined the management area’s natural communities, listed species, recreational opportunities, 

and economic benefits. Ms. Norregaard  concluded his presentation by discussing the 

management plan’s future resource management and outdoor recreation objectives. There were 

no further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Ms. Lotane made the motion to approve the management plan with Ms. Griner 

seconding. Approved unanimously.  
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Item 10: Consider a 10-year update to the Okaloacoochee State Forest management plan 

(Lease Nos. 4246 and 4247). 

Discussion: Michael Weston (FFS) presented the management plan update. Mr. Weston  

discussed the state forest’s location and acquisition history. He then outlined the management 

area’s natural communities, listed species, recreational opportunities, and economic benefits. Mr. 

Weston concluded his presentation by discussing the management plan’s future resource 

management and outdoor recreation objectives. There were no further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Mr. Dolan made the motion to approve the management plan with Ms. Griner 

seconding. Approved unanimously.  

Item 11: Consider a 10-year update to the Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway 

management plan (Lease No. 4765). 

Discussion: Amanda Heidecker (Leon County) presented the management plan update. Ms. 

Heidecker discussed the park’s location and acquisition history. She then outlined the 

management area’s natural communities, listed species, recreational opportunities, and economic 

benefits. Ms. Heidecker concluded her presentation by discussing the management plan’s future 

resource management and outdoor recreation objectives. There were no further comments or 

discussion. 

ARC Action: Ms. Peppers made the motion to approve the management plan with Mr. Dolan 

seconding. Approved unanimously.  

Item 12: Consider a 10-year update to the Huguenot Memorial Park management plan 

(Lease No. 4790). 

Discussion: Jill Enz (City of Jacksonville) presented the management plan update. Ms. Enz 

discussed the park’s location and acquisition history. She then outlined the management area’s 

natural communities, listed species, recreational opportunities, and economic benefits. Ms. Enz 

concluded her presentation by discussing the management plan’s future resource management 

and outdoor recreation objectives, including several facilities and road upgrades. There were no 

further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Ms. Lotane made the motion to approve the management plan with Ms. Peppers 

seconding. Approved unanimously.  

Item 13: Consider an amendment to the Newnans Lake State Forest management plan 

(Lease No. 4728). 

Discussion: Terry Sheehan (FFS) presented the management plan amendment virtually. Mr. 

Sheehan discussed the amendments details and how it would improve recreational experience on 

the state forest. There were no further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Ms. Lotane made the motion to approve the management plan amendment with 

Mr. Warthen seconding. Approved unanimously.  

Chair Bradner called a ten minute recess at 10:45. He called the meeting to order at 10:55 and 

Hank Vinson called roll establishing a quorum. 
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Item 14: Determine whether a conservation easement over 3.76 acres in Palm Beach 

County fulfills a clearly delineated state conservation policy and yields a significant public 

benefit. 

Discussion: Hank Vinson (DEP/DSL) presented the item. Mr. Vinson briefly described the 

parcel’s urban location, natural resources, and proposed management. Mr. Vinson concluded his 

remarks by stating that staff’s recommendation was that the conservation easement did fulfill a 

clearly delineated state conservation policy and yielded a significant public benefit.  

Frank Lynch (Landowner Representative) spoke virtually in support of the item. There were no 

further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Ms. Peppers made the motion that the request fulfilled a clearly delineated state 

conservation policy and yielded a significant public benefit with Dr. Palmer seconding. 

Approved unanimously.  

Item 15: Consider project evaluation reports for the Hog Island, Myakka Corridor 

Addition, St. Marks River Basin, and Teal Timber 2025 Cycle 1 Florida Forever project 

proposals.  

Discussion: Hank Vinson (DEP/DSL) briefly outlined the project evaluation report process for 

the four 2025 Cycle 1 proposals. There were no further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Mr. Dolan made the motion to approve the project evaluation reports with Ms. 

Griner seconding. Approved unanimously.  

Item 16: Vote on whether to add the Hog Island, Myakka Corridor Addition, St. Marks 

River Basin, and Teal Timber 2025 Cycle 1 Florida Forever project proposals to the 2026 

Florida Forever Priority List. 

Discussion: None.  

ARC Action: Unanimous approval to add the 2025 Cycle 1 Florida Forever proposals to the 

2026 Florida Forever Priority List. Unanimous approval to amend the following existing Florida 

Forever project boundaries to include 2025 Cycle 1 projects: St. Johns River Blueway to include 

Hog Island. Myakka Ranchlands to include the Myakka Corridor Addition. Apalachicola River 

to include Teal Timber. 

Item 17: Vote on whether to amend the Etoniah/Cross Florida Greenway Florida Forever 

project boundary to add 22 parcels totaling approximately 1,295 GIS acres in Putnam 

County with a tax assessed market value of $4,830,300.  

Discussion: Kai Sucsy (Putnam Land Conservancy) presented the less-than-fee boundary 

amendment virtually. He briefly discussed the project’s location, natural resource value, and 

landowner commitment to conservation. There were no further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Approved unanimously.  
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Item 18: Vote on whether to amend the Matanzas to Ocala Conservation Corridor Florida 

Forever project boundary to add nine parcels totaling approximately 1,623 GIS acres in 

Flagler County with a tax assessed market value of $2,489,759.   

Discussion: Will Wanzenberg (North Florida Land Trust) presented the less-than-fee boundary 

amendment. He briefly discussed the project’s location, natural resource value, and landowner 

commitment to conservation. Barbara Kennerly (Landowner) then spoke briefly in support of the 

project. There were no further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Approved unanimously.  

Item 19: Vote on whether to amend the Ranch Reserve Florida Forever project boundary 

to add five parcels totaling approximately 225 GIS acres in Brevard County with a tax 

assessed market value of $522,520.  

Discussion: Discussion: Steve Kovaleski (Landowner) presented the less-than-fee boundary 

amendment. He briefly discussed the project’s location, natural resource value, and his family’s 

commitment to conservation. There were no further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Approved unanimously.  

Item 20: Vote on whether to amend the Southeastern Bat Maternity Caves Florida Forever 

project boundary to add one parcel totaling approximately four GIS acres in Jackson 

County with a tax assessed market value of $251,957.   

Discussion: Diana Pepe (FWC) presented the full-fee boundary amendment. She briefly 

discussed the project’s relationship to Judge’s Cave Wildlife and Environmental Area, its high 

natural resource and listed species value, and future FWC management.  

Ms. Griner questioned whether the existing residence was occupied. Ms. Pepe responded that it 

was. There were no further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Approved unanimously.  

Chair Bradner concluded the meeting by congratulating staff for work in preparing the meetings. 

Ms. Lotane requested that a historical resource be included in the Teal Timber project evaluation 

report. Mr. Warthen echoed Chair Bradner’s comments on excellent staff work in both 

acquisition and management of state conservation lands. There were no further comments or 

discussion. 

ARC adjourned the meeting at 11:45 a.m. by unanimous consent. 
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Acquisition and Restoration Council Meeting Agenda 
Council Meeting: May 21, 2025 

Time:   9 a.m., EDT 

Location:   Department of Environmental Protection 

   Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building 

   Room 137 

   3900 Commonwealth Blvd. 

   Tallahassee, FL 32399 
 

And via webinar. 

 
Members in Attendance: 

Mr. Will Watts, FDOT 

Ms. Alissa Lotane, DHR 

Mr. Rick Dolan, FFS 

Ms. Lynetta Griner, Citizen Member, Vice Chair 

Mr. Bryan Bradner, DEP, Chair 

Mr. George Warthen, FWC 

Dr. Bill Palmer, Citizen Member 

Ms. Elva Peppers, Citizen Member (virtual) 

Mr. Joshua Gamblin, Citizen Member 

Item 1: Call to order/announcements. 

Chair Bradner opened the meeting at 9:00 a.m. and welcomed those in attendance. He introduced 

Will Watts and Joshua Gamblin as new ARC citizen members and welcomed Rhett Boyd (FWC) 

who was representing the agency. He then stated that the Item 4 applicant had requested to 

withdraw the item.  

Hank Vinson (DEP/DSL) advised ARC that Ms. Peppers would be attending virtually. He stated 

there were updates to two agenda items: Item 8 included revised parcel number/acreage/market 

value information, and the applicant for Item 10 had requested Council consider the request at 

the June 2025 meeting. He concluded by outlining public comment instructions for both in-

person and virtual attendees. There were no further comments or discussion. 

Staff Reports 

Item 2: Overview of Acquisition and Restoration Council responsibilities and introduction 

of new Council members.  

Discussion: Hank Vinson (DEP/DSL) stated on May 2, 2025, Governor DeSantis had appointed 

Will Watts and Joshua Gamblin to ARC. Mr. Gamblin was manager of the Stolen Saddle Ranch 

in Arcadia, Florida and Mr. Watts was Assistant Secretary of Engineering and Operations for 

FDOT. Mr. Vinson concluded his presentation by briefly outlining ARC roles and 

responsibilities. There were no further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Not required.  
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Land Administration 

Item 3: Consider whether a 0.38-acre private access easement within Paynes Prairie 

Preserve State Park is consistent with the Board of Trustees’ Linear Facilities Policy (Lease 

No. 2515).  

Discussion: Jay Sircy (DEP) presented the item. He briefly discussed the project’s purpose, 

location, agency concurrence letters, and proposed net positive benefit. Chair Bradner then called 

for public comment. 

Dr. Palmer questioned the applicant’s future plans for the property and whether those plans 

included structures. Mr. Sircy responded the owner planned to use the property only for hunting. 

There were no further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Dr. Palmer made the motion to approve the item with Mr. Dolan seconding. 

Approved unanimously.  

Item 4: Consider a request, pursuant to section 253.42, Florida Statutes, to exchange 

approximately 600 acres of state-owned land in St. Johns County for approximately 

3,066.23 acres of property within the Florida Wildlife Corridor in St. Johns, Lafayette, 

Osceola and Volusia counties. 

ARC Action: None. Item removed from the agenda at applicant request. 

Florida Forever 

Item 5: Vote on whether to amend the Fisheating Creek Ecosystem Florida Forever project 

boundary to add two parcels totaling approximately 352 acres in Glades County with a tax 

assessed market value of $3,085,732. 

Discussion: Jeremiah Thompson (Saunders Real Estate) presented the less-than-fee boundary 

amendment virtually. He briefly discussed the project’s location, natural resource value, and 

landowner commitment to conservation. There were no further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Approved unanimously. 

Item 6: Vote on whether to amend the Green Swamp Florida Forever project boundary to 

add twenty-six parcels totaling approximately 2,470 acres in Lake County with a tax 

assessed market value of $4,773,926.  

Discussion: Jeremiah Thompson (Saunders Real Estate) presented the less-than-fee boundary 

amendment virtually. He briefly discussed the project’s location, natural resource value, and 

landowner commitment to conservation. There were no further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Approved unanimously. 
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Item 7: Vote on whether to amend the Green Swamp Florida Forever project boundary to 

add ten parcels totaling approximately 347 acres in Polk County with a tax assessed market 

value of $884,970.  

Discussion: Jeremiah Thompson (Saunders Real Estate) presented the less-than-fee boundary 

amendment virtually. He briefly discussed the project’s location, natural resource value, and 

landowner commitment to conservation. There were no further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Approved unanimously. 

Item 8: Vote on whether to amend the South Goethe Florida Forever project boundary to 

add 9 parcels totaling approximately 517 acres in Marion County with a tax assessed 

market value of $2,210,066.  

Discussion: Chelsea Wisner (Conservation Florida) presented the less-than-fee boundary 

amendment virtually. She briefly discussed the project’s location, natural resource value, and 

landowner commitment to conservation. There were no further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Approved unanimously. 

Item 9: Vote on whether to amend the St. Johns River Blueway Florida Forever project 

boundary to add five parcels totaling approximately 272 acres in Putnam County with a 

tax assessed market value of $722,020.  

Discussion: Willy the Losen (Putnam Land Conservancy) presented the less-than-fee boundary 

amendment virtually. He briefly discussed the project’s location, natural resource value, and 
landowner commitment to conservation.There were no further comments or discussion. 

ARC Action: Approved unanimously. 

Item 10: Vote on whether to amend the Myakka Ranchlands Florida Forever project 

boundary to add two parcels totaling approximately 660 acres in Hardee County with a tax 

assessed market value of $3,599,086.  

ARC Action: None. Applicant requested ARC consider the item at the June 2025 meeting. 

Chair Brander called for final ARC comment. Dr. Palmer stated that ARC had received many 

emails regarding Item 4 and that he appreciated the public’s continued participation in the ARC 

process. There were no further comments or discussion. 

ARC adjourned the meeting at 9:31 a.m. by unanimous consent. 
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