Item 3: Hungryland WEA MP

ITEM 3:

Consider a 10-year update to the John C. and Mariana Jones/Hungryland Wildlife and
Environmental Area Management Plan (Lease Nos. 4271 and 4480).

LOCATION:

Martin and Palm Beach, County

APPLICANT:

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC)
DSL STAFF REMARKS:

Background

Named after conservation advocates John C. and Mariana Jones, the John C. and Mariana
Jones/Hungryland Wildlife and Environmental Area (JCMJHWEA) is set within some of the
highest quality pine flatwoods, hammocks, and marshes that remain in South Florida. The FWC
has lead management authority on 12,735 acres of the JCMJHWEA and is a cooperative
manager of the remaining 4,184 acres that are owned and managed by the South Florida Water
Management District (SFWMD) and Martin County; cumulatively there is a total of 16,919 acres
on the entire management area. This management plan covers only those lands within the
JCMJHWEA on which the FWC is the lead managing agency. The initial acquisitions of the
JCMJHWEA were completed in 1994 and 1997 under the State of Florida’s Save Our Rivers
program. Additional acquisitions were completed under the Conservation and Recreational
Lands program and Preservation 2000. The JCMJHWEA provides outdoor educational and
recreational opportunities that are compatible with the original acquisition purposes. Hunting
continues to be a popular recreational activity on the JCMJHWEA. The area also offers excellent
opportunities for wildlife watching. The diversity of vegetation not only harbors a variety of bird
species but also provides good opportunities for mammalian wildlife watching. Other uses
include hiking, photography, bicycling, nature study, and horseback riding.

Management Plan Overview

Through the services of the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI), the FWC has mapped the
current and historic natural and altered communities of the JCMJHWEA and documented 19
natural communities and altered landcover types. The primary natural communities found within
the JICMJHWEA are dome swamp, wet flatwoods, and wet prairie. Currently, 19 imperiled plant
species, 40 non-native plant species and 33 invasive plant species have been documented within
the boundary.

FWC has developed the Florida Landscape Assessment Model (FLAM) as a Geographic

Information Systems-based assessment tool that incorporates a wide variety of landscape and
wildlife species data. The FLAM ranks habitat from zero to 10; a rank of 10 being of greatest
value. The FLAM indicates that the JCMJHWEA has a very high mean wildlife value of 8.5.

The Division of Historical Resources (DHR) observations are broken down into five categories:
archeological sites, resource groups, historical structures, historic bridges and historic
cemeteries. A review of the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) indicates that one previous cultural
resource survey has been conducted on the JCMJHWEA and six recorded cultural resources. The
FWC consults with the DHR to determine the necessary actions for cultural resource inventory
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and preservation.

The Florida Legislature requires that all land management plans include long and short-term
goals. These goals must include measurable objectives, and short-term goals must be achievable
within a two-year planning period. Pursuant to section 253.034, Florida Statutes(F.S.), the
Division of State Lands began compiling the short-term goals from each land management plan
approved since July 1, 2016. The management plan identified objectives under the following
short-term goals: Habitat Restoration and Improvement.

Public Involvement

The FWC conducted a Management Advisory Group Meeting on July 21, 2021. Results of this
meeting were used by FWC to develop management goals and objectives and to identify
opportunities and strategies for inclusion in this management plan. A public hearing, as required
by section 259.032(10), F.S., was held on November 30, 2021.

Surplus Lands

The evaluation of JCMJHWEA by FWC has determined that all portions of the area are being
managed and operated for the original purposes of acquisition and remain integral to the
continued conservation of important fish and wildlife resources, and the provision of resource
based public outdoor recreational opportunities. Therefore, no portion of the JCMJHWEA is
recommended for potential surplus review.

State Land Management Review Team

A Land Management Review (LMR) was conducted in 2016. The next LMR for JCMJHWEA is
scheduled for 2025. The review team found that the property is managed in accordance with the
purposes for which it was acquired and the management practices, including public access, are
in compliance with the management plan. There were 12 consensus recommendations offered.

e The review team recommended FWC continue to increase the acreage burned in
flatwoods communities and increase mechanical treatments where appropriate.

e The review team recommended FWC update the conceptual management plan to include
FNAI natural communities mapping and descriptions that more accurately reflect existing
community types and acreages.

e The review team recommended FWC consider incorporating OBVM data into the
conceptual management plan to help assess the results of management activities.

e The review team recommended FWC consider adding historical interpretive signage for
the Jupiter — Indiantown grade trailhead.

e The review team recommended FWC evaluate the need for an additional FTE employee,
given that only two FTE staff are assigned here.

e The review team recommended FWC implement plans in the conceptual management
plan to build a shop, on-site residence, and pole barn on the

e The review team recommended FWC identify opportunities to increase law enforcement
presence on the property.

e The review team recommended FWC seek ways to improve communication between the
FWC planning staff and the WMA operations staff, as it relates to the content of the
conceptual management plan.
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e The review team recommended FWC investigate the use of QR codes at kiosks, in
addition to brochures.

e The review team recommended FWC seek ways to improve communication between the
FWC planning staff and the WMA operations staff, as it relates to the content of the
conceptual management plan

e The review team recommended FWC investigate the potential of utilizing Department of
Corrections work squads to maintain public use facilities within Hungryland and Corbett
WMA:S.

e The review team recommended FWC consider acquiring a set of roller choppers for local
WNMA staff to use to reduce saw palmetto and other woody fuels in more open pine
flatwoods

The 2016 LMR notes were reviewed as part of developing this plan and the agreed upon changes
and recommendations were made within this management plan update.

DSL STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Approve the management plan.
ARC RECOMMENDATION:

( ) APPROVE

( ) APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS:
( ) DEFER

( ) WITHDRAW

( ) NOT APPROVE

( ) OTHER:
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LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Lead Agency: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC)

Common Name of Property: John C. and Mariana Jones / Hungryland Wildlife and Environmental Area
Location: Martin and Palm Beach Counties, Florida

Acreage Total: 12,735 acres

Acreage Breakdown:

Land Cover Classification Acres Percent of Total Area
Abandoned Field/Abandoned Pasture 64.28 0.51%
Artificial Pond 42.06 0.33%
Baygall 48.58 0.38%
Borrow Area 8.14 0.06%
Canal/Ditch 97.61 0.77%
Clearing/Regeneration 407.48 3.21%
Depression Marsh 3,659.17 28.82%
Dome Swamp 198.28 1.56%
Firebreak 2.30 0.02%
Linear Feature 4.16 0.03%
Mesic Flatwoods 1,553.53 12.24%
Pasture - Improved 87.10 0.69%
Restoration Wet Prairie 9.05 0.07%
Road 182.16 1.43%
Spoil Area 41.96 0.33%
Successional Hardwood Forest 24.00 0.19%
Utility Corridor 42.67 0.34%
Wet Flatwoods 3,287.84 25.89%
Wet Prairie 2,936.52 23.13%

*GlS-calculated acreage for land cover classification varies slightly from actual total acreage.
Lease/Management Agreement No.: 4480, 4271, C-12564 (Appendix 11.1)
Use: Single _ Management Responsibilities:
Multiple X Agency EWC Responsibilities

LEAD, LESSEE (Wildlife and Environmental

Area, resource protection, law enforcement)
Designated Land Use: Wildlife and Environmental Area
Sublease (s): None
Encumbrances: RG Reserve limited access easement, John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
Pal-Mar Water Control District spoil and flowage easement, and apiary agreement.
Type Acquisition: Save Our Rivers, Conservation and Recreation Lands, Preservation 2000, and Florida
Forever programs, as well as Martin County environmental land conservation programs
Unigue Features: Natural communities include baygall, depression marsh, dome swamp, mesic
flatwoods, successional hardwood forest, wet flatwoods, and wet prairie.
Archaeological/Historical: Three documented within JCMJHWEA.
Management Needs: Habitat restoration and improvement; public access and recreational opportunities;
hydrological preservation and restoration; invasive species maintenance and control; imperiled species
habitat maintenance, enhancement, and restoration.
Acquisition Needs/Acreage: 28,924 acres FWC Additions and Inholdings list; 9,564 acres remaining in the
Pal-Mar Florida Forever project (Figures 14-15).
Surplus Lands/Acreage: None.
Public Involvement: Management Advisory Group consensus building meeting and Public Hearing
(Appendix 11.4).

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE (FOR DIVISION OF STATE LANDS USE ONLY)

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission | JCMJHWEA Management Plan
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ARC Approval Date BTIITF Approval Date:

Comments:

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission | JCMJHWEA Management Plan

iii
June 2025 ARC Meeting Page 5 of 21



Item 3: Hungryland WEA MP

PALMBEACH

John C. and Mariana Jones
d / Hungryland Wildlife and

Counties, FL
12,735 Acres

5 10 15 Miles

Created in ArcGIS 10.8 by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission December 2024

Vicinity Map
Il JCMJHWEA Boundary
{ "} County Boundaries

Figure 1. Vicinity Map

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission | JCMJHWEA Management Plan
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Environmental Area Created in ArcGIS 10.8 by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission December 2024
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Aerial Imagery
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Figure 2. Aerial Imagery
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; % John C. and Mariana Jones
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Created in ArcGIS 10.8 by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission December 2024

Section, Township, and Range Location

- JCMJHWEA Boundary

Figure 3. Section, Township, and Range Location
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Title Interest
[ Lease No. 4480 (Board of Trustees)
B Pal-viar (50/50 Ownership)
I \vest Jupiter Wetlands Tract (SFWMD)

Figure 5. Title Interest
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Figure 6. Soil Types
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Figure 7. Depth-to-Water Table
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Figure 8. FNAI Natural Communities and Altered Landcover Types
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Figure 9. Historic Natural Communities
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Figure 10. Water Resources
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Figure 11. Facilities
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Figure 12. Florida Landscape Assessment Model Map
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Figure 13. Landscape Conservation
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Figure 14. Additions and Inholdings

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission | JCMJHWEA Management Plan

57
June 2025 ARC Meeting Page 19 of 21




Item 3: Hungryland WEA MP

Pratt Whitney Rd__]

John C. and Mariana Jones| 0 2 4 6 Miles
I Hungryland Wildlife and L ! | 1 | 1 ] Il
Environmental Area Created in ArcGIS 10.8 by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission December 2024

Martin & Palm Beach
Counties, FL
12,735 Acres

Sea Level Rise Potential Inundation

[ ] scminwea Boundary [l 4 meter

1 meter - 5 meter

2 meter - 6 meter
3 meter

Figure 15. Sea Level Rise Potential Inundation
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Figure 16. Future Facilities
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