
ITEM 7: 
Vote on whether to amend the Apalachicola River Florida Forever project boundary to add one 
parcel totaling approximately ± 179 acres in Jackson County with a tax assessed market value of 
$200,000. 
LOCATION:  
Jackson County 
DSL STAFF REMARKS: 
The Dickson Property amendment proposed by Charles Dickson adds one parcel in Jackson 
County totaling approximately ± 179 acres to the Apalachicola River Florida Forever project. 
The property consists of one parcel owned by the Charles A. Dickson Estate Trust. The parcel 
has a tax assessed value of $200,000 and is proposed for less-than-fee acquisition. 
The Dickson Property is located in southeastern Jackson County just south of Ocheesee Pond. 
The two tracts that comprise the proposal are contiguous with a tract of the Apalachicola River 
project (Keene Farm) that is situated on the southern edge of Ocheesee Pond. Both tracts are 
covered predominantly in wetland vegetation. The northern, larger tract supports a mosaic of 
mesic/wet flatwoods, marsh and dome swamp whereas the southern tract contains mostly hydric 
forests. The property does not contain any improvements. The landowner has been contacted and 
is a willing seller. If acquired as a conservation easement, the property would enhance the water 
quality of Ocheesee Pond and connect existing federal and state conservation lands. 
The proposal meets the criteria to be submitted as a boundary amendment. The parcels have a tax 
assessed value of less than $5 million. The proposal area should be designated as essential.  
Project History: 
The Apalachicola River Project in Calhoun, Gadsden, Gulf, Jackson and Liberty Counties was 
added to the CARL Priority List in 1991. The Apalachicola River project will protect the water 
quality of the river and preserve the productive and unique habitat of Apalachicola Bay.  
The Apalachicola River project includes over 58,228 acres with 48,916 acres remaining and is 
ranked number 1 in the Critical Natural Lands category on the 2025 Florida Forever Priority List. 
The tax assessed value for the remaining acres to be acquired in this project per property 
appraiser information (2024) is $61,284,788. 
FNAI Review: 
According to the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI), 100% of the site contributes to 
Surface Water Protection and Aquifer Recharge. 99% of the site also contributes to Strategic 
Habitat Conservation Priorities, 95% to Natural Floodplain Function and 93% to FNAI Habitat 
Conservation Priorities and Functional Wetlands. There is one documented 
archaeological/historical site within the proposal boundary. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Vote on the proposed boundary amendment. 
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Florida Natural Areas Inventory – 1018 Thomasville Road Suite 200-C – Tallahassee, FL 32303 – 850-224-8207 – www.fnai.org 
Florida Resources and Environmental Analysis Center – Institute of Science and Public Affairs 

The Florida State University 

To: Meghan Lauer, DEP/OES        
From: Dale R. Jackson, Ph.D., FNAI 
Date: May 19, 2025 
Subject: Proposed Boundary Modification to Florida Forever BOT Project:  Apalachicola River – 

Dickson Property at Ocheessee Pond (Jackson County) 

The major goals of the Apalachicola River Florida Forever BOT Project are to protect the water quality 
of the river and Apalachicola Bay as well as the unique diversity of natural communities and species 
along the upper and middle river. The ca. 179.1-acre Dickson Property at Ocheessee Pond property is 
proposed as an addition to the project. The property is proposed for less-than-fee simple acquisition. 

The proposal is located in southeastern Jackson County just south of Ocheesee Pond, which lies 3 
miles southwest of Sneads. The two tracts (160 ac. and 40 ac.) that comprise the proposal lie between 
the pond and CR-280 (Shady Grove Road) to the south, and east of CR-69-A (Birchwood Road). The 
eastern boundaries of both tracts are contiguous with a tract (Keene Farm) of the Apalachicola River 
FFBOT Project that is situated on the southern edge of Ocheesee Pond (chiefly a large marsh with 
some open water). The larger northern tract and smaller southern tract are separated by 0.25 mile 
although are joined by the unacquired project tract. A federal conservation easement (FSA 
Conservation Easement – Tract 24C), equivalent in size to the smaller parcel, adjoins the latter along 
its western boundary; additional parcels of the easement lie 0.5 mile to the west and 2.25 miles to the 
east. No other conservation lands are within 5 miles. 

Both tracts are covered predominantly in wetland vegetation. The northern, larger tract supports 
marshy/shrubby vegetation in the north, a band of pineland (mesic/wet flatwoods) across the middle, 
and what appears to be regenerating dome swamp in the south. The southern tract supports hydric 
forests (possibly baygall with basin swamp) except for the southeastern corner, which is entered from 
the south by a drier pine forest that appears to show signs of hurricane damage. 

The application notes a long list of rare species on site, but there is very little potential for it to 
support most of these. The only documented records in the FNAI database are from the Ocheesee 
Pond population of narrowleaf naiad (Najas filifolia, G3/S2, UR, T), which may extend into the 
northern tract. 

The Florida Forever Measures Evaluation (FFME) below is based on the Florida Forever Conservation 
Needs Assessment developed by FNAI. The data used in that analysis represent a standardized, 
statewide perspective of natural resources. All or most (93–100%) of the proposal contributes to 
Aquifer Recharge (mostly priorities 4 and 5), Surface Water Protection (priorities 5 and 6), Strategic 
Habitat Conservation Areas (priorities 2 and 5), Natural Floodplain Function (chiefly priorities 3 and 4), 
FNAI Habitat Conservation Priorities (priorities 4 and 6), and Functional Wetlands (chiefly priorities 3 
and 4).
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