
ITEM 9: 
Vote on whether to amend the Caloosahatchee Ecoscape Florida Forever project boundary to add 
two parcels totaling approximately ± 151 acres in Hendry County with a tax assessed market 
value of $1,158,675. 
LOCATION:  
Hendry County 
DSL STAFF REMARKS: 
The Redbird Properties amendment proposed by one of the landowners, Janie Holland, adds two 
parcels in Hendry County totaling approximately ± 151 acres to the Caloosahatchee Ecoscape 
Florida Forever project. The property consists of two parcels owned by the Deel and Holland 
families. The parcels have a combined tax assessed value of $1,158,675 and are proposed for 
less-than-fee acquisition.  
The Redbird Properties proposal is comprised of a single contiguous tract in northwestern 
Hendry County adjacent to the Caloosahatchee Ecoscape project along its northern and western 
boundaries and both the Florida Panther Conservation Bank II and G Road Grove conservation 
easements. Nearby conservation lands include Spirit of the Wild Wildlife Management Area and 
Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest. The entire proposal is within Priority 1 of the Florida 
Ecological Greenways Network (FEGN). Most of the property contains improved pasture used 
for cattle and occasional sod harvesting. Natural communities include forested wetlands 
consisting mostly of basin and dome swamps. The landowners are actively removing invasive 
Brazilian pepper (Schinus terebinthifolius) from the property. Improvements include a small, 
fenced compound with a barn or house and sheds in the southeastern corner of the property. All 
landowners have been contacted and are willing sellers. If acquired as a conservation easement, 
the property would be part of a nearly continuous corridor of conservation lands from 
Okaloacoochee Slough north to Fisheating Creek, vital to the dispersal of the Florida panther 
(Puma concolor coryi). 
The proposal meets the criteria to be submitted as a boundary amendment. The parcels have a tax 
assessed value of less than $5 million. The proposal area should be designated as essential.  
Project History: 
The Caloosahatchee Ecoscape in Glades and Hendry counties was added to the Priority List in 
1998. The Caloosahatchee Ecoscape project will provide a large landscape link within the citrus 
groves and cattle ranches of rural Hendry County. The project will preserve a connection of 
natural land between the Okaloacoochee Slough to the south and additional private and public 
conservation land to the north that is under increasing threat of development. 
The Caloosahatchee Ecoscape project includes over 19,624 acres with 7,110 acres remaining and 
is ranked number 18 in the Critical Natural Lands category on the 2025 Florida Forever Priority 
List. The tax assessed value for the remaining acres to be acquired in this project per property 
appraiser information (2024) is $48,533,902. 
FNAI Review: 
According to the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI), 100% of the site contributes to FNAI 
Habitat Conservation Priorities, Ecological Greenways, Natural Floodplain Function, Surface 
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Water Protection and Aquifer Recharge. 97% of the site also contributes to Priority 1 Strategic 
Habitat Conservation Areas. The Florida panther has been documented within the proposal 
boundary.  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Vote on the proposed boundary amendment. 
ARC RECOMMENDATION: 
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To: Meghan Lauer, DEP/OES 
From: Geoffrey Parks, FNAI 
Date: 5/12/2025 
Subject: Proposed Boundary Modification to Florida Forever BOT Project: Caloosahatchee 

Ecoscape – Redbird Properties (Hendry County) 

The major goal of the Caloosahatchee Ecoscape Florida Forever Project is to protect a landscape link in 
Hendry County, including preserving critical habitat within the primary dispersal zone for the Florida 
panther and a connection of natural land between the Okaloacoochee Slough and additional private 
and public conservation land to the north. The ca. 150.9-acre Redbird Properties property is proposed 
as an addition to the project. The property is proposed for less-than-fee acquisition. 

The proposed addition consists of a single contiguous tract in northwestern Hendry County about 6 
miles south of LaBelle. This proposed easement would be part of a nearly continuous corridor from 
Okaloacoochee Slough north to Fisheating Creek, as well as potentially extending west to other 
conservation lands including Babcock Ranch. The tract borders the Florida Panther Conservation Bank 
II Conservation Easement for ca. 0.3 mile to the north, and the G Road Grove Conservation Easement 
for 0.25 mile to the east. The remaining northern boundary and all of the western boundary adjoin 
lands in the Caloosahatchee Ecoscape FFBOT project; the Twelvemile Slough FFBOT project is 0.25 
mile to the south. Spirit of the Wild WMA, Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest, and three other 
conservation easements are within 2 miles. Hydrologically, the site is in the Upper Caloosahatchee 
Watershed, in a region where hydrology is substantially affected by ditching for agriculture. 

The tract lies near the northern edge of the Immokalee Rise Geomorphological province, with the 
property’s highest elevations to the south and lower elevations northward as the landscape slopes 
towards the Caloosahatchee floodplain. Most of the property (about 100 acres) is occupied by 
improved pasture. A band of forested wetlands consisting mostly of basin swamp crosses the center of 
the property from west to east, and a second complex of forested wetlands (appearing to consist 
mostly of basin swamp with some bottomland or baygall) is near the southern end. A single dome 
swamp also makes up a small amount of acreage in the northern pasture, and there are three other 
apparent former dome swamps that are now mostly treeless and resemble depression marshes. 
According to the application, the landowners are working to remove invasive Brazilian pepper (Schinus 
terebinthifolius) from the property. 

Drainage ditches varying in size and depth occur throughout the property in both pastures and 
wetland areas. There is a small, fenced compound with a barn or house and sheds in the southeastern 
corner. 

The site is in the Dispersal Zone of the Florida Panther, as defined by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 
The Florida Natural Areas Inventory’s Natural Heritage Database does not contain any records of 
additional rare or imperiled species on the property, although this could be in part due to a lack of 

Florida Natural Areas Inventory – 1018 Thomasville Road Suite 200-C – Tallahassee, FL 32303 – 850-224-8207 – www.fnai.org 
Florida Resources and Environmental Analysis Center – Institute of Science and Public Affairs 

The Florida State University 
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surveys; the application reports that Florida panther, gopher tortoise, bald eagle, and Florida black 
bear occur or have occurred on the property. 

The Florida Forever Measures Evaluation (FFME) below is based on the Florida Forever Conservation 
Needs Assessment developed by FNAI. The data used in that analysis represent a standardized, 
statewide perspective of natural resources. According to the FFME, the entire property (97-100%) 
would contribute to Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas (priority 1), FNAI Habitat Conservation 
Priorities (mainly priority 3), Ecological Greenways (priority 1), Natural Floodplain Function (mainly 
priority 1), Surface Water Protection (priority 4), and Aquifer Recharge (priority 6). More than a 
quarter of the property (27%) contributes to protection of Functional Wetlands. 

Item 9: Caloosahatchee Ecoscape BA - Redbird

June 2025 ARC Meeting Page 7 of 7


	BA_CaloosahatcheeEcoscape_Redbird
	CaloosahatcheeRedbird_BA_Proposal_Map
	CaloosahatcheeRedbird_BA_Aerial_Map
	Blank Page
	ADP3F46.tmp
	ITEM 9:
	Location:
	DSL Staff Remarks:
	Project History:
	FNAI Review:

	Staff Recommendation:
	ARC Recommendation:





