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To: Meghan Lauer, DEP/OES

From: Geoffrey Parks, FNAI

Date: May 19, 2025

Subject: Proposed Boundary Modification to Florida Forever BOT Project: Myakka Ranchlands
— Ludwig (Hardee County)

The major goals of the Myakka Ranchlands Florida Forever Project are to create a corridor of
conservation lands in southwest Florida, add significant acreage to the conservation lands already
protecting the Myakka River watershed and Charlotte Harbor Estuary, and protect habitat for
numerous rare and imperiled species. The ca. 659.9-acre Ludwig property is proposed as an addition
to the project. The property is proposed for less-than-fee acquisition.

The proposed addition is located in southwestern Hardee County in the watershed of Horse Creek,
about 10 miles southwest of Zolfo Springs and 12 miles northeast of Myakka City. The tract is shaped
like a “C” on its side with the opening downward. Post Plant Road crosses the property from the
northeastern corner southwest, turning south along the interior property boundary; the tract fronts
this road for about 1.2 miles. The nearest existing conservation lands are Quail Creek Farms
Conservation Easement to the southwest (ca. 3.5 miles away), Horse Creek Ranch Conservation
Easement and Horse Creek Conservation Easement ca. 2.5 miles to the south, and Limestone Creek
Ranch Agricultural and Conservation Easement, about 5 miles to the southeast. The nearest
unacquired lands in the Myakka Ranchlands FFBOT project are ca. 5 miles west; other FFBOT projects
in the region include the Peace River Refuge project (ca. 4.3 miles south), and the Limestone Ranch
project (ca. 5 miles southeast).

Slightly more than half of the Ludwig property is naturally vegetated. The western third of the
property is wooded, grading from seemingly intact flatwoods at higher elevations along the western
edge to a band of hardwood forests (likely mesic and hydric hammock) in the lower elevations
surrounding Brushy Creek, which flows from north to south across the western part of the tract. A few
areas of cypress swamp and baygall are found along the slopes above the creek, likely hydrated by
groundwater seepage and surface runoff from the uplands. The tract’s highest elevations are in its
eastern half, which is predominantly cleared for improved and semi-improved pastures, which make
up about 46% of the site.

The FNAI Florida Natural Heritage Database has no documentation of rare or imperiled species on the
site. The application lists numerous rare and imperiled species that can use the types of natural
communities and cover types said to occur on the site, but it does not indicate that any of these
species have been seen on the proposed addition. The flatwoods on the property could provide
habitat for various rare plants, as well as vertebrates such as gopher tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus)
and Bachman’s sparrow (Peucaea aestivalis); additional rare species may occur in the forests along the
creek as well as in pastures.
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