Item 12: Mill Creek BA - Pine Church

ITEM 12:

Vote on whether to amend the Mill Creek Florida Forever project boundary to add three parcels
totaling approximately + 689 acres in Marion County with a tax assessed market value of
$3,226,934.

LOCATION:
Marion County
DSL STAFF REMARKS:

The Mill Creek amendment proposed by Keith Fountain of Keith Fountain Law, PLLC adds
three parcels in Marion County totaling approximately + 689 GIS acres to the Mill Creek Florida
Forever project. The property consists of three parcels owned by McBride Management — Pine
Church, LLC. The parcels have a combined tax assessed value of $3,226,934 and are proposed
for less-than-fee acquisition.

The Pine Church proposal is a roughly square tract located in northern Marion County between
the eastern end of Orange Lake to the north and Black Sink Prairie to the south. The property is
contiguous along its entire eastern boundary to the Mill Creek project. Nearby conservation areas
include Lochloosa Slough Preserve and Orange Creek Restoration Area. Approximately three-
quarters of the property is within Priority 3 of the Florida Ecological Greenways Network
(FEGN). The proposal contains a mosaic of forested habitats including mesic to hydric
hardwoods and basin swamp that extends into the surrounding California Scrub area. Cleared
areas of improved pasture are mostly restricted to the northwestern and southwestern corners.
The property has been used for cattle ranching, haying, silviculture and recreation.

Improvements include those associated with cattle operations. All landowners have been
contacted and are willing sellers. If acquired as a conservation easement, the property would help
buffer existing conservation areas in and around Orange Creek.

The proposal meets the criteria to be submitted as a boundary amendment. The parcels have a tax
assessed value of less than $5 million. The proposal area should be designated as essential.

Project History:

The Mill Creek Project in Marion County was added to the Priority List in 2003. The Mill Creek
project will increase Florida’s biodiversity by preventing the conversion of natural areas to
alternative uses. The project will also benefit water quality and quantity by protecting property
adjacent to the Orange Creek Restoration Area which flows to Orange Creek.

The Mill Creek project includes over 12,293 acres with 10,132 acres remaining and is ranked
number 23 in the Less-Than-Fee category on the 2025 Florida Forever Priority List. The tax
assessed value for the remaining acres to be acquired in this project per property appraiser
information (2024) is $43,095,504.

FNAI Review:

According to the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI), 99-100% of the site contributes to
FNAI Habitat Conservation Priorities, Surface Water Protection and Aquifer Recharge. 76%
contributes to Ecological Greenways.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Vote on the proposed boundary amendment.
ARC RECOMMENDATION:
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Item 12: Mill Creek BA - Pine Church
Mill Creek Addition (Pine Church): Florida Forever Measures Evaluation 20250422

GIS ACRES = 685

Resource % of Resource 9% of
MEASURES Acres® _ project MEASURES (continued) Acres®  project
B1: Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas C5: Surface Water Protection
Priority 1 0 0% Priority 1 0 0%
Priority 2 0 0% Priority 2 0 0%
Priority 3 428 62% Priority 3 0 0%
Priority 4 0 0% Priority 4 0 0%
Priority 5 116 17% Priority 5 11 2%
Total Acres 544 79% Priority 6 511 74%
B2: FNAI Habitat Conservation Priorities Priority 7 164 24%
Priority 1 0 0% Total Acres 686 100%
Priority 2 0 0% C7: Fragile Coastal Resources
Priority 3 0 0% Fragile Coastal Uplands 0 0%
Priority 4 68 10% Imperiled Coastal Lakes 0 0%
Priority 5 88 13% Coastal Wetlands 0 0%
Priority 6 521 76% Total Acres 0 0%
Total Acres 676 99% C8: Functional Wetlands
B3: Ecological Greenways Priority 1 1 <1%
Priority 1 0 0% Priority 2 171 25%
Priority 2 0 0% Priority 3 32 5%
Priority 3 522 76% Priority 4 6 <1%
Priority 4 0 0% Priority 5 0 0%
Priority 5 0 0% Priority 6 0 0%
Total Acres 522 76% Total Acres 210 31%
B4: Under-represented Natural Communities D3: Aquifer Recharge
Upland Glade (G1) 0 0% Priority 1 20 3%
Pine Rockland (G1) 0 0% Priority 2 3 <1%
Scrub and Scrubby Flatwoods (G2) 0 0% Priority 3 160 23%
Rockland Hammock (G2) 0 0% Priority 4 123 18%
Dry Prairie (G2) 0 0% Priority 5 380 55%
Seepage Slope (G2) 0 0% Priority 6 0 0%
Sandhill (G3) 0 0% Total Acres 686 100%
Sandhill Upland Lake (G3) 0 0% E2: Recreational Trails (miles)
Upland Pine (GS) 0 0% (prioritized trail opportunities from Office of Greenways and Trails & Univ. Florida)
Mesic/Wet Flatwoods (G4) 0 0% Land Trail Priorities 0.0
Upland Hardwood Forest (G5) 0 0% Land Trail Opportunities 0.0
Total Acres 0 0% Total Miles 0.0
B6: Occurrences of FNAI Tracked Species F2: Arch. & Historical Sites (number) 0 sites
G1 0 G1: Sustainable Forestry
G2 0 Priority 1 0 0%
G3 0 Priority 2 0 0%
G4 1 Priority 3 0 0%
G5 0 Priority 4 0 0%
Total 1 Priority 5 0 0%
C4: Natural Floodplain Function Total Acres 0 0%
Priority 1 0 0% G3: Forestland for Recharge 0 0%
Priority 2 157 23%
Priority 3 49 7%
Priority 4 21 3%
Priority 5 0 0%
Priority 6 0 0%
Total Acres 227 33%

2Acres of each resource in the project and percentage of project represented by each resource are listed except where noted. This analysis converts
site boundary into pixels, which causes slight differences from GIS acres; this effectis most noticeable on small sites.
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Florida
Natural Areas
Inventory

To: Meghan Lauer, DEP/OES

From: Dale R. Jackson, Ph.D., FNAI

Date: May 2, 2025

Subject: Proposed Boundary Modification to Florida Forever BOT Project: Mill Creek — Pine
Church (Marion County)

The major goals of the Mill Creek Florida Forever Project are to prevent the conversion of natural
areas to alternative uses, increase the amount of forestland available for natural resource
management, enhance existing wetlands through the prohibition of future timber harvesting, and
benefit water quality and quantity by protecting property adjacent to the Orange Creek Restoration
Area, which flows to Orange Creek. The ca. 685.2-acre Pine Church property is proposed as an
addition to the project. The property is proposed for less-than-fee acquisition.

The proposed addition is situated about 2 miles east of Citra In northern Marion County. It lies on very
slightly elevated land between the eastern end of Orange Lake on the north, and Black Sink Prairie on
the south. The Mill Creek Florida Forever BOT Project is contiguous with the entire eastern boundary
of the proposal. Lochloosa Wildlife Florida Forever BOT Project (much of which is already protected),
on the north side of Orange Lake, begins about 4 miles northwest of the proposal. Conservation lands
within about 4 miles of the site include Orange Creek Restoration Area, Lochloosa Wildlife
Conservation Area, Lochloosa Slough Preserve , Quail Roost Conservation Easement, Millpond Swamp
Conservation Easement, Mill Creek Mitigation Bank, and Black Sink Prairie. Large tracts of
conservation lands, including Ocala National Forest and Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway
State Recreation and Conservation Area, lie further to the east. Linking all of these lands via the
Florida Wildlife Corridor would be of inestimable conservation value. Additional lands in this corridor
are reportedly within the state’s Rural and Family Lands Protection Program.

The roughly square tract contains a mosaic of forested habitats (mesic to hydric hardwoods,
successional hardwood forest, and basin swamp) and cleared areas, the latter mostly in the
northwestern and southwestern corners. Most of the swamp is in the northeastern corner and
extends onto the current project from offsite, part of a larger swamp system that surrounds the
former “California Scrub” (now mostly cleared). The elevational gradient is rather low, dropping from
ca. 80 ft in the southwestern corner to less than 65 feet in the northeast. The clearing on the highest
land in the southwestern corner supports a structure, probably a residence, with scattered live oaks. A
shallow excavated pond in the northern clearing may serve for livestock watering, as the pastures
have supported a cow/calf operation and haying.

The tract lies within a region in which the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission considers
the Florida black bear (Ursus americanus floridanus; G5T4/S4, N, N) to be Frequent. The FNAI database
has no additional records of rare/listed species on site, although this may reflect lack of on-site field
surveys, as a few rare reptiles, birds, and plants have been recorded within 3 miles.

Florida Natural Areas Inventory — 1018 Thomasville Road Suite 200-C — Tallahassee, FL 32303 — 850-224-8207 — www.fnai.otrg
Florida Resources and Environmental Analysis Center — Institute of Science and Public Affairs
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The Florida Forever Measures Evaluation (FFME) below is based on the Florida Forever Conservation
Needs Assessment developed by FNAI. The data used in that analysis represent a standardized,
statewide perspective of natural resources. All or most (99-100%) of the proposal contributes to
Aquifer Recharge (mostly priorities 3, 4 and 5), Surface Water Protection (priorities 6 and 7), and FNAI
Habitat Conservation Priorities (priorities 4, 5, and 6). Just more than three-quarters (76—79%)
contributes to Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas (priorities 3 and 5) and Ecological Greenways
(priority 3). Roughly one-third (31-33%)of the site contributes to Natural Floodplain Function (chiefly
priority 2) and Functional Wetlands (chiefly priority 2).
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