
ITEM 13: 

Vote on whether to amend the Old Town Creek Watershed Florida Forever project boundary to 

add five parcels totaling approximately ± 802 acres in Hardee County with a tax assessed market 

value of $4,566,855. 

LOCATION:  

Hardee County 

DSL STAFF REMARKS: 

The Old Town Creek Watershed amendment proposed by Keith Fountain and Rick Dantzler of 

Keith Fountain Law, PLLC adds five parcels in Hardee County totaling approximately ± 802 

GIS acres to the Old Town Creek Watershed Florida Forever project. The property consists of 

five parcels owned by Colliers Rocking Bar W Ranch, LLC. The parcels have a combined tax 

assessed value of $4,566,855 and are proposed for less-than-fee acquisition. 

The Colliers Rocking Bar W Ranch proposal is located 5 miles west of the Lake Wales Ridge 

and borders the Charlie Creek #2 and Fussell Farms Old Town Creek conservation easements to 

its south and east respectively. The entire property is within Priority 1 of the Florida Ecological 

Greenways Network (FEGN). The property contains the origin of Charlie Creek. The property is 

currently used for cattle and haying and has historically been used for citrus. As such, most of 

the property is comprised of improved and semi-improved pasture, mesic flatwoods and mixed 

wetland hardwoods. Improvements include structures related to cattle operations. All landowners 

have been contacted and are willing sellers. If acquired as a conservation easement, the property 

would build upon a continuous conservation corridor linking southward to Highlands Hammock 

State Park and Fisheating Creek. 

The proposal meets the criteria to be submitted as a boundary amendment. The parcels have a tax 

assessed value of less than $5 million. The proposal area should be designated as essential.  

Project History: 

The Old Town Creek Watershed in Hardee and Polk Counties was added to the Florida Forever 

Priority List in 2001. The Old Town Creek Watershed project will support the conservation of 

the natural habitats and improved/working landscapes that constitute the Old Town Watershed. 

A portion of the project also includes a portion of Lake Wales Ridge, a physiographic region of 

the state that is rich in rare and imperiled species. 

The Old Town Creek Watershed project includes over 8,837 acres with 1,264 acres remaining 

and is ranked number 6 in the Substantially Complete category on the 2025 Florida Forever 

Priority List. The tax assessed value for the remaining acres to be acquired in this project per 

property appraiser information (2024) is $7,888,169. 

FNAI Review: 

According to the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI), 100% of the site contributes to 

Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas, FNAI Habitat Conservation Priorities, Surface Water 

Protection and Aquifer Recharge. 93% of the site contributes to Ecological Greenways. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Vote on the proposed boundary amendment. 
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Old Town Creek Watershed Addition (Colliers Rocking Bar W Ranch): Florida Forever Measures Evaluation 20250422 
GIS ACRES = 802 

Resource 
MEASURES Acresa 

% of 
project 

B1: Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas 
Priority 1 775 
Priority 2 24 
Priority 3 0 
Priority 4 0 
Priority 5 0 

97% 
3% 
0% 
0% 
0% 

Total Acres 799 100% 
B2: FNAI Habitat Conservation Priorities 
Priority 1 0 
Priority 2 0 
Priority 3 22 
Priority 4 260 
Priority 5 421 
Priority 6 97 

0% 
0% 
3% 

32% 
53% 
12% 

Total Acres 801 100% 
B3: Ecological Greenways 
Priority 1 644 
Priority 2 0 
Priority 3 102 
Priority 4 0 
Priority 5 0 

80% 
0% 

13% 
0% 
0% 

Total Acres 745 93% 
B4: Under-represented Natural Communities 
Upland Glade (G1) 0 
Pine Rockland (G1) 0 
Scrub and Scrubby Flatwoods (G2) 11 
Rockland Hammock (G2) 0 
Dry Prairie (G2) 0 
Seepage Slope (G2) 0 
Sandhill (G3) 0 
Sandhill Upland Lake (G3) 0 
Upland Pine (G3) 0 
Mesic/Wet Flatwoods (G4) 65 
Upland Hardwood Forest (G5) 0 

0% 
0% 
1% 
0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 
0% 
0%
8% 
0% 

Total Acres 76 9% 
B6: Occurrences of FNAI Tracked Species 
G1 0 
G2 0 
G3 0 
G4 1 
G5 0 
Total 1 
C4: Natural Floodplain Function 
Priority 1 0 
Priority 2 154 
Priority 3 161 
Priority 4 22 
Priority 5 1 
Priority 6 0 

0% 
19% 
20% 

3% 
< 1% 

0% 
Total Acres 338 42% 

Resource % of 
MEASURES (continued) Acresa project 
C5: Surface Water Protection 
Priority 1 0 0% 
Priority 2 0 0% 
Priority 3 0 0% 
Priority 4 0 0% 
Priority 5 617 77% 
Priority 6 183 23% 
Priority 7 0 0% 
Total Acres 801 100% 
C7: Fragile Coastal Resources 
Fragile Coastal Uplands 0 0% 
Imperiled Coastal Lakes 0 0% 
Coastal Wetlands 0 0% 
Total Acres 0 0% 
C8: Functional Wetlands 
Priority 1 0 0% 
Priority 2 116 14% 
Priority 3 158 20% 
Priority 4 4 < 1% 
Priority 5 1 < 1% 
Priority 6 0 0% 
Total Acres 278 35% 
D3: Aquifer Recharge 
Priority 1 0 0% 
Priority 2 18 2% 
Priority 3 126 16% 
Priority 4 502 63% 
Priority 5 155 19% 
Priority 6 0 0% 
Total Acres 801 100% 
E2: Recreational Trails (miles) 
 (prioritized trail opportunities from Office of Greenways and Trails & Univ. Florida) 

Land Trail Priorities 0.0 
Land Trail Opportunities 0.0 
Total Miles 0.0 
F2: Arch. & Historical Sites (number) 0 sites 
G1: Sustainable Forestry 
Priority 1 0 0% 
Priority 2 23 3% 
Priority 3 70 9% 
Priority 4 142 18% 
Priority 5 2 < 1% 
Total Acres 237 30% 
G3: Forestland for Recharge 56 7% 

aAcres of each resource in the project and percentage of project represented by each resource are listed except where noted. This analysis converts 
site boundary into pixels, which causes slight differences from GIS acres; this effect is most noticeable on small sites. 
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Florida Natural Areas Inventory – 1018 Thomasville Road Suite 200-C – Tallahassee, FL 32303 – 850-224-8207 – www.fnai.org 
Florida Resources and Environmental Analysis Center – Institute of Science and Public Affairs 

The Florida State University 

To: Meghan Lauer, DEP/OES 
From: Geoffrey Parks, FNAI 
Date: 5/19/2025 
Subject: Proposed Boundary Modification to Florida Forever BOT Project: Old Town Creek 

Watershed – Colliers Rocking Bar W Ranch (Hardee County) 

The major goals of the Old Town Creek Watershed Florida Forever Project are to support the 
conservation of both natural and working landscapes surrounding Old Town Creek, which feeds into 
Charlie Creek and ultimately into the Peace River. The ca. 822.4-acre Colliers Rocking Bar W Ranch 
property is proposed as an addition to the project. The property is proposed for less-than-fee 
acquisition. 

The proposed addition is situated about 8 miles west of Avon Park and 10 miles east-northeast of 
Wauchula in northeastern Hardee County, 5 miles west of the Lake Wales Ridge. The Charlie Creek 
Conservation Easement #2 and the Fussell Farms Old Town Creek Conservation Easement border the 
property to its south and east respectively, which in turn are part of a nearly continuous corridor 
linking southward to Highlands Hammock State Park and Fisheating Creek. There are several other 
conservation easements to the west and north of the property, and portions of the Lake Wales Ridge 
Wildlife and Environmental Area are about 6 miles east. Unacquired portions of the Old Town Creek 
Watershed FFBOT project are within 0.4 miles northeast, and the Lake Wales Ridge Ecosystem FFBOT 
project has unacquired lands about 5 miles east. 

Most of the property occupies a relatively level area of wetlands interspersed with flatwoods and 
pasture at about 70-80 feet in elevation, although the southwestern corner the edge of an adjacent 
highland plateau, rising to over 100 feet. Lower elevations of the site contain the origin of Charlie 
Creek, on the eastern third of the site; a few other areas of wetlands along the north and west of the 
property are fed by seepage from uplands to the west and drain southeast to Charlie Creek as well. 
Old Town Creek originates just east of the property, flowing southwest onto the southeastern corner, 
where it converges with Charlie Creek. Overall, improved and semi-improved pastures occupy about 
445 acres, or about 54% of the site. West of the wetlands around Charlie Creek are 2 sizable areas of 
semi-improved pastures. These are partially-converted mesic flatwoods that have had much of the 
shrub and groundcover layers removed in strips; they probably retain some native diversity and 
appear to be at least occasionally managed with fire. Improved pasture occurs at the western and 
eastern edges of the site and in a large area of the center; the pastures have a few depression 
marshes that have likely been altered by grazing and introduction of non-native species. Some mesic 
flatwoods appear to persist on the south edge of the site (although these may be similar to semi-
improved pasture), and one former stand of mesic or scrubby flatwoods appears to be hardwood 
dominated and resembles successional hardwood forest. Two small rises in the pastures appear to be 
unburned scrub that has become dominated by sand pines. 
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The proposed addition is in a region where FWC classifies Florida black bear (Ursus americanus 
floridanus; G5T4/S4, N, N) as Common; otherwise there is no documentation of rare or imperiled 
species on the site. The 

The Florida Forever Measures Evaluation (FFME) below is based on the Florida Forever Conservation 
Needs Assessment developed by FNAI. The data used in that analysis represent a standardized, 
statewide perspective of natural resources. According to the FFME, all of the property (100%) 
contributes to Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas (mostly priority 1), FNAI Habitat Conservation 
Priorities (mostly priority 5), Surface Water Protection (mainly priority 5), and Aquifer Recharge 
(mainly priority 4), and almost all of the site (93%) contributes to Ecological Greenways (mostly 
priority 1). Smaller amounts of the site contribute to Natural Floodplain Function (42%, mostly 
priorities 2 and 3), Functional Wetlands (35%, priorities 2 and 3), and Sustainable Forestry (30%). The 
flatwoods and scrub on the site are considered Under-represented Natural Communities. 
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