
ITEM 14: 

Vote on whether to amend the Pumpkin Hill Creek Florida Forever project boundary to add two 

parcels totaling approximately ± 7 acres in Duval County with a tax assessed market value of 

$487,257. 

LOCATION:  

Duval County 

DSL STAFF REMARKS: 

The Talbot Parcels amendment proposed by the North Florida Land Trust adds two parcels in 

Duval County totaling approximately ± 7 acres to the Pumpkin Hill Creek Florida Forever 

project. The property consists of two parcels owned by North Florida Land Trust Inc. The 

parcels have a combined tax assessed value of $487,257 and are proposed for fee simple 

acquisition to be managed by DEP’s Division of Recreation and Parks as part of Big Talbot 

Island State Park. 

The proposal is situated in northeastern Duval County at the southern end of Talbot Island, just 

north of the mouth of the St. Johns River. The property is comprised of a single rectangular tract 

adjacent to Big Talbot Island State Park on its northern and eastern boundaries and is located 

within the optimum boundary of the park. Other nearby conservation lands include the Timucuan 

Preserve Federally Managed Lands, Little Talbot Island State Park and Fort George Island 

Cultural State Park. The property is owned by the North Florida Land Trust and is currently 

managed as a preserve. The property contains mostly maritime hammock, successional 

hardwood forest and salt marsh, except for a small clearing near the western end. Improvements 

include a vacant single-family residence used to support research operations. All landowners 

have been contacted and are willing sellers. If acquired, the proposal would increase public 

resource-based recreation opportunities within the state park and enhance the water quality of the 

St. Johns River. 

The proposal meets the criteria to be submitted as a boundary amendment. The parcels have a tax 

assessed value of less than $5 million. The proposal area should be designated as essential.  

Project History: 

The Pumpkin Hill Creek project in Duval County was added to the Priority List in 1994. The 

Pumpkin Hill Creek project will protect one of the larger areas of natural uplands left in Duval 

County and will enhance water quality and protection for the Nassau and St. Johns Rivers. The 

project will also provide the public with opportunities for resource-based recreation such as 

fishing, hunting, hiking and canoeing. 

The Pumpkin Hill Creek project includes over 24,880 acres with 6,378 acres remaining and is 

ranked number 32 in the Partnerships and Regional Incentives category on the 2025 Florida 

Forever Priority List. The tax assessed value for the remaining acres to be acquired in this project 

per property appraiser information (2024) is $297,423,815. 

FNAI Review: 

According to the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI), 100% of the site contributes to 

Ecological Greenways and Surface Water Protection. 85% of the site contributes to Strategic 

Habitat Conservation Priorities and 33% to Fragile Coastal Resources. There is one documented 
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archaeological/historical site within the proposal boundary. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Vote on the proposed boundary amendment. 

ARC RECOMMENDATION: 
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Florida Natural Areas Inventory – 1018 Thomasville Road Suite 200-C – Tallahassee, FL 32303 – 850-224-8207 – www.fnai.org 
Florida Resources and Environmental Analysis Center – Institute of Science and Public Affairs 

The Florida State University 

To: Meghan Lauer, DEP/OES 
From: Dale R. Jackson, Ph.D., FNAI 
Date: May 19, 2025 
Subject: Proposed Boundary Modification to Florida Forever BOT Project: Pumpkin Hill Creek – 

Talbot (Duval County) 

The major goals of the Pumpkin Hill Creek Florida Forever Project are to protect one of the larger 
areas of natural uplands left in Duval County and to enhance water quality and protection for the 
Nassau and St. Johns rivers. The project aims to support the foundation of an important fishery, 
protect wading bird rookeries, and provide the public with opportunities for resource-based 
recreation such as fishing, hunting, hiking, and canoeing. The ca. 7.1-acre Talbot property is proposed 
as an addition to the project. The property is proposed for fee simple acquisition, presumably to be 
managed as part of Big Talbot Island State Park (not specifically stated in application). 

The proposed addition is situated in northeastern Duval County at the southern end of Talbot Island, 
just north of the mouth of the St. Johns River and 1.5 miles inland of the Atlantic Ocean. Big Talbot 
Island State Park is adjacent to the property’s northern and eastern boundaries (separated by a 
canopied Houston Avenue). The property is currently a preserve owned by the North Florida Land 
Trust. The property terminates at its western end on the Mud River (a distributary of Clapboard Creek) 
and the Timucuan Preserve Federally Managed Lands, which is contiguous with Machaba Balu 
Preserve (also owned by North Florida Land Trust and currently within the Pumpkin Hill Creek FFBOT 
project) and Cedar Point Preserve (City of Jacksonville). Little Talbot Island State Park and Fort George 
Island Cultural State Park lie within a mile to the east and south, respectively. 

The rectangular tract is mostly forested (maritime hammock and successional hardwood forest, 
possibly with a small stand of cypress or other deciduous trees) except for a clearing with two cabbage 
palms near the western end. The extreme western end may enter saltmarsh, depending upon precise 
location of parcel boundaries. A vacant single-family residence is currently used to support research. 

The FNAI database has no records of rare/listed species on site. 

The Florida Forever Measures Evaluation (FFME) below is based on the Florida Forever Conservation 
Needs Assessment developed by FNAI. The data used in that analysis represent a standardized, 
statewide perspective of natural resources. The entire proposal contributes to Surface Water 
Protection (priority 1) and Ecological Greenways (priority 4). Large contributions are also made to 
Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas (85%, priorities 2, 3, and 5) and Natural Floodplain Function 
(72%, priorities 1 and 2). One-third of the proposal contributes to Fragile Coastal Resources (priorities 
1 and 3), and about a quarter to  Aquifer Recharge (priority 6). 
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