
ITEM 3:

Consider whether a 0.38-acre private access easement within Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park 

is consistent with the Board of Trustees’ Incompatible Use Policy. 

LOCATION: 

Alachua County 

APPLICANT: 

Higginbotham Family Trust (Applicant) 

DSL STAFF REMARKS: 

The Applicant has requested a 25-foot-wide private access easement across an existing dirt trail 

to benefit their landlocked parcel.  No dwellings will be constructed on the Applicant’s parcel.  

The proposed easement will connect the Applicant’s parcel to SE 35th Street, a public road 

maintained by Alachua County via an existing private easement benefiting the Applicant’s 

parcel.  The proposed easement is located within BOT owned conservation land currently 

managed by the State of Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Division of 

Recreation and Parks (DRP) under Uplands Lease No. 2515. The property was acquired by the 

State of Florida in 1999 with P-2000 funding for conservation and recreation.   

The DRP consented to the easement in a letter dated May 13, 2025, and in a letter dated 

November 4, 2024, the Division of Historical Resources stated that the proposed undertaking is 

unlikely to affect historic properties. 

Avoidance 

There are no other practical alternatives to access the Applicant’s parcel.  The Applicant’s parcel 

is surrounded by the Park on three sides and by a privately owned parcel on the west side.  The 

private owner is unwilling to grant an access easement to the Applicant.  

Minimizing Impacts: 

The easement will have a minimal impact to the Park as it is within an existing trail.  The 

Applicant shall obtain written approval from DRP prior to any construction activities.  There are 

no known imperiled or other wildlife species that occupy the requested area.  

Compensation: 

The easement fee will be based on appraisal and per the BOT’s Incompatible Use Policy, Net 

Positive Benefit, in the form of replacement land or goods and services, will be provided to DRP 

at 1.5 times the appraised value of the easement. 

DSL STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve easement request. 

ARC RECOMMENDATION: 

(  ) APPROVE 

(  ) APPROVE WITH MODIFICATIONS: ________________________________________ 

(  ) DEFER 

(  ) WITHDRAW 

(  ) NOT APPROVE 

(  ) OTHER: ________________________________________________________________ 
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Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park 

Proposed Easement Area 
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Existing Private Easement Connecting 
Applicant’s Parcel to SE 35th Street via 

Proposed Easement 
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