
ITEM 20: 
Vote on whether to amend the Etoniah/Cross Florida Greenway Florida Forever Project 
Boundary to add two parcels totaling approximately 28.86 GIS acres in Marion and Putnam 
Counties with a tax assessed market value of $215,290. 
LOCATION: 
Marion and Putnam Counties 
DSL STAFF REMARKS: 
The Cross Florida Greenway Additions amendment proposed by the Putnam Land Conservancy 
adds two parcels in Marion and Putnam Counties totaling approximately 28.86 GIS acres to the 
Etoniah/Cross Florida Greenway Florida Forever project. The proposal consists of two small, 
widely separated tracts; 1 northern parcel in Putnam County owned by the Putnam Land 
Conservancy, and a southern parcel in Marion County owned by Keith Herndon. The two parcels 
have a combined tax assessed value of $215,290. 
The northern tract is located within Priority 2 of the Florida Ecological Greenways Network and 
2.5 miles north of Oklawaha Lake in southern Putnam County. It is western adjacent to the 
Etoniah/Cross Florida Greenway project and shares its eastern boundary with the Marjorie Harris 
Carr Cross Florida Greenway State Recreation and Conservation Area (MHCCFG). The southern 
tract lies along the eastern floodplain of the Oklawaha River. It is a private inholding within 
MHCCFG and locally surrounded by the Ocala National Forest. Both tracts are located within 
the Ocala to Osceola (O2O) Wildlife Corridor and are proposed for fee simple acquisition. All 
landowners have been contacted and are willing sellers. The Division of Recreation and Parks 
has confirmed the parcels would be managed as part of the MHCCFG. If acquired, the tracts 
would enhance ecological connections and expand recreational opportunities within the 
MHCCFG.  
The proposal meets the criteria to be submitted as a boundary amendment. The parcels have a tax 
assessed value of less than $5 million. The proposal area should be designated as essential.  
Project History: 
The Etoniah/Cross Florida Greenway project in Citrus, Clay, Levy, Marion and Putnam Counties 
was approved on the CARL list in 1995. Stretching from central Putnam County to the Marjorie 
Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway (CFG) along the Ocklawaha River, this project protects 
large expanses of flatwoods, sandhills, and scrub. The project is designed to fill gaps in and 
expand outdoor resource-based recreation along the CFG, a unique project stretching from the 
Withlacoochee River to the St. Johns River that provides opportunities for long-distance hiking, 
fishing, camping, and hunting. 
The Etoniah/Cross Florida Greenway project includes over 94,104 acres with 49,924 acres 
remaining and is ranked number 8 in the Critical Natural Lands category on the 2024 Florida 
Forever Priority List. The tax assessed value for the remaining acres to be acquired in this project 
per property appraiser information (2023) is $204,249,562. 
FNAI Review: 
According to the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI), 100% of the proposal contributes to 
Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas, Ecological Greenways, Surface Water Protection and 
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Aquifer Recharge. 92% of the proposal contributes to FNAI Habitat Conservation Priorities. 
34% of the proposal contains under-represented natural communities including scrub and 
scrubby flatwoods and mesic/wet flatwoods. The proposal contains one documented 
archeological & historical site. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Vote on the proposed boundary amendment. 
ARC RECOMMENDATION: 
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