
ITEM 21: 
Vote on whether to amend the Devil’s Garden Florida Forever Project Boundary to add one 
parcel totaling approximately 41.73 GIS acres in Hendry County with a tax assessed market 
value of $854,240. 
LOCATION: 
Hendry County 
DSL STAFF REMARKS: 
The Keri Work Center Property amendment proposed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Commission adds one parcel in Hendry County totaling approximately 41.73 GIS acres to the 
Devil’s Garden Florida Forever project. The property consists of one parcel owned by Alico Inc. 
The parcel has a tax assessed value of $845,240. 
The proposal shares both its eastern and southern boundary with the Devil’s Garden project. 
Moreover, the proposal abuts the Okaloacoochee Slough Wildlife Management Area (OSWMA) 
to the south, expanding on an existing corridor of conservation lands extending from Dinner 
Island Ranch WMA northward to Fisheating Creek. The property is proposed for fee simple 
acquisition. All landowners have been contacted and are willing sellers. The property is located 
Priority 1 of the Florida Ecological Greenways Network. The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) has confirmed the parcel would be managed as part of the 
OSWMA. The property contains four residences and an office building that would provide 
essential housing to recruit and retain FWC staff responsible for managing multiple WMAs in 
the area. 
The proposal meets the criteria to be submitted as a boundary amendment. The parcel has a tax 
assessed value of less than $5 million. The proposal area should be designated as essential.  
Project History: 
The Devil’s Garden project in Collier and Hendry Counties was approved by ARC in 2002. The 
Devil’s Garden project will help to protect Florida’s biodiversity at the species, natural 
community and landscape levels and fill a gap in a critical landscape corridor for the federally 
endangered Florida panther.  
The Devil’s Garden project includes over 82,995 acres with 28,566 acres remaining and is 
ranked number 20 in the Critical Natural Lands category on the 2024 Florida Forever Priority 
List. The tax assessed value for the remaining acres to be acquired in this project per property 
appraiser information (2023) is $126,410,842. 
FNAI Review: 
According to the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI), 100% of the site contributes to 
Ecological Greenways, Surface Water Protection and Aquifer Recharge. 99% of the site 
contributes to Natural Floodplain Function, 97% to Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas, and 
95% to FNAI Habitat Conservation Priorities and Functional Wetlands. The site lies within the 
Primary Habitat Zone of the Florida panther. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Vote on the proposed boundary amendment. 
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