
ITEM 23: 
Vote on whether to amend the Coastal Headwaters Longleaf Forest Florida Forever project 
boundary to add nine parcels totaling approximately 668.27 acres in Santa Rosa County with a 
tax assessed market value of $3,386,579. 
LOCATION: 
Santa Rosa County 
DSL STAFF REMARKS: 
The Southern Acres Timberland amendment proposed by SVN Saunders Ralston Dantzler Real 
Estate adds nine parcels in Santa Rosa County totaling approximately 668 acres to the Coastal 
Headwaters Longleaf Forest Florida Forever project. The property consists of four parcels owned 
by Southern Acres LLC and five parcels owned by Seven Mile Properties LLC. The nine parcels 
have a combined tax assessed value of $3,386,579. 
The property is western adjacent to the Lower Escambia River Water Management Area 
(NWFWMD) and lies at the edge of low uplands that abut the eastern floodplain of the Escambia 
River. Silviculture is the predominant land use in the region, and most of the site is in young pine 
plantation. The property is within Priority 1 and 2 of the Florida Ecological Greenways Network 
(FEGN) and is proposed for less-than-fee acquisition. All landowners have been contacted and 
are willing sellers. 
The proposal meets the criteria to be submitted as a boundary amendment. The parcels have a tax 
assessed value of less than $5 million. The proposal area should be designated as essential.  
Project History: 
The Coastal Headwaters Longleaf Forest Ecosystem in Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties was 
approved by ARC in 2014. The project would preserve working forest lands and provide 
resource protection for the Escambia River watershed. The project will enhance coordination and 
completion of adjacent conservation land acquisitions and increase the amount of forest land 
available for sustainable resource management. The project will support state water quality and 
quantity by maintaining the quality and natural functions of the land, water and wetland systems.  
The project includes over 99,544 acres with 93,061 acres remaining and is ranked number 4 in 
the Less-Than-Fee category on the 2024 Florida Forever Priority List. The tax assessed value for 
the remaining acres to be acquired in this project per property appraiser information (2023) is 
$226,207,146. 
FNAI Review: 
According to the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI), 100% of the site contributes to 
Ecological Greenways, Surface Water Protection and Aquifer Recharge. 98% of the site 
contributes to Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas and Natural Floodplain Function. 67% of the 
site contributes to Sustainable Forestry. The proposal contains four documented archeological & 
historical sites. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Vote on the proposed boundary amendment. 
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