
ITEM 24: 
Vote on whether to amend the Lower Suwannee River and Gulf Watershed Florida Forever 
project boundary to add six parcels totaling approximately 744.26 GIS acres in Dixie County 
with a tax assessed market value of $1,191,848. 
LOCATION: 
Dixie County 
DSL STAFF REMARKS: 
The Bass Family Conservation Area amendment proposed by SVN Saunders Ralston Dantzler 
Real Estate adds six parcels in Dixie County totaling approximately 744.26 GIS acres to the 
Lower Suwannee River and Gulf Watershed Florida Forever project. The property consists of six 
parcels owned by Andrew Bass. The six parcels have a combined tax assessed value of 
$1,191,848. 
The property is surrounded by existing conservation lands, sharing a southern border with Big 
Bend Wildlife Management Area. Additionally, it is both northern and eastern adjacent to the 
Lower Suwannee River and Gulf Watershed project. The parcels are proposed for less-than-fee 
acquisition. All landowners have been contacted and are willing sellers. The property is within a 
forested, undeveloped landscape currently used for timber and recreation within Priority 1 of the 
Florida Ecological Greenways Network (FEGN). If acquired as a conservation easement, the 
property would enhance connections between adjacent conservation lands benefitting long-
ranging species including the Florida black bear. The property would also provide additional 
protection to the water resources of the Big Bend Seagrasses Aquatic Preserve. 
The proposal meets the criteria to be submitted as a boundary amendment. The parcels have a tax 
assessed value of less than $5 million. The proposal area should be designated as essential.  
Project History: 
The Lower Suwannee River and Gulf Watershed project will preserve the natural resources of 
the Suwannee River and the Gulf of Mexico and provide habitat and natural corridors for rare 
plants and animals over a wide swath of undeveloped public lands, including the Big Bend 
Wildlife Management Area, the Lower Suwannee National Wildlife Refuge, Suwannee River 
Water Management District conservation areas and the Big Bend Seagrasses Aquatic Preserve. 
The project includes over 58,638 acres with 12,090 acres remaining to be acquired. The tax 
assessed value for the remaining acres to be acquired is $18,975,618. The project is ranked 
number 12 in the Less-Than-Fee category on the 2024 Florida Forever Priority List. 
FNAI Review: 
According to the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI), 100% of the site contributes to 
Ecological Greenways and Surface Water Protection. 97% contributes to Natural Floodplain 
Function and 86% to Functional Wetlands.  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Vote on the proposed boundary amendment. 
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