
ITEM 8: 
Consider a 10-year update to the Goethe State Forest Management Plan (Lease No. 3976). 
LOCATION: 
Alachua and Levy County 
APPLICANT: 
Florida Forest Service (FFS) 
STAFF REMARKS: 
Background 
Goethe State Forest (GSF) is a 54,158.80-acre state forest located in both Levy and Alachua 
Counties, Florida. The forest is named for Mr. J. T. Goethe, from whom the original tract was 
purchased in 1992. GSF was acquired under the Preservation 2000 and the Florida Forever 
programs. The major portion of GSF is located in southeastern Levy County near the Gulf of 
Mexico. A smaller area of GSF, called the Watermelon Pond Tract, is north of the main tract, 
and is located on both sides of the Levy/Alachua county line. There are six tracts on GSF: Apex, 
Black Prong, Cow Creek, Daniel’s Island, Stein, and Watermelon Pond. 
The primary recreation objective is to provide the public with passive outdoor recreational 
activities that are dependent on the natural environment, and to provide outdoor recreation 
opportunities to wounded veterans through Operation Outdoor Freedom (OOF). FFS will 
continue to promote and encourage public access and recreational use by the public while 
protecting resources and practicing multiple-use management. Recreation activities available on 
GSF include but are not limited to hiking, off-road bicycling, hunting, fishing, horseback riding, 
primitive camping, nature study, and canoeing/kayaking. 
GSF contains one of the largest, high quality longleaf-pine flatwoods communities left in 
Florida, which supports a growing red-cockaded woodpecker (Dryobates borealis) (RCW) 
population and has many old cat-faced longleaf pine trees scattered throughout the forest. These 
trees are remnants from past naval stores operations that occurred in Levy County and hold some 
historical significance. They are also the primary source of natural cavity trees for the RCW 
population on GSF. The forest is home to the Goethe Giant, the sixth largest bald cypress in the 
State of Florida. Natural communities on GSF include mesic flatwoods, wet flatwoods, dome 
swamp, sandhill, and basin swamp. Rare animal species found on the forest include the Florida 
black bear, gopher tortoise, southern fox squirrel, and bald eagle. Rare plants include Florida 
hasteola and small ladies'-tresses.  
The primary mission of the FFS is to “protect Florida and its people from the dangers of 
wildland fire and manage the forest resources through a stewardship ethic to assure they are 
available for future generations.” Management strategies for LTSF center on the multiple-use 
concept, as defined in sections 589.04(3) and 253.034(2)(a), Florida Statutes (F.S.).  
GSF is managed under a multiple-use concept by the FFS.  Multiple-use management is the 
harmonious and coordinated management of timber, recreation, conservation of fish and wildlife, 
forage, archaeological and historic sites, habitat and other biological resources, and water 
resources so they are utilized in the combination that will best serve the people of the state, 
making the most judicious use of the land for some or all these resources and considering the 
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relative values of the various resources. Local demands, acquisition objectives, and other factors 
influence the array of uses that are compatible with and allowed on any specific area of the 
forest. This management approach is believed to provide for the greatest public benefit, by 
allowing compatible uses while protecting overall forest health, native ecosystems, and the 
functions and values associated with them. 
Management Plan Overview 
In 2022, the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI) completed an inventory and natural 
community mapping project on GSF and created current and historic natural community type 
maps. Eighteen natural community types are found on GSF. The predominant natural community 
types are mesic flatwoods and wet flatwoods. FNAI also identified eleven altered landcover 
types. There are 66 rare, endangered, or threatened plant and animal species documented on 
GSF. 
A review of information contained in the Division of Historical Resources Florida Master Site File 
has determined there are 105 recorded archaeological sites, one historical cemetery, and five resource 
groups within the designated area for GSF. Currently, none of the known sites on GSF are listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places.  

The GSF participates in a Firewise community program. Communities in wildfire prone areas 
must work together to be fully prepared for wildfire. A “Fire Adapted Community” incorporates 
people, buildings, businesses, infrastructure, cultural resources, and natural areas to prepare for 
the effects of wildfire. The Fire Adapted Community concept serves as an umbrella to the 
various programs that help communities become more fire adapted. The FFS has implemented 
the Fire Adapted Community concept for prevention statewide. Specifically, in the area adjacent 
to or nearby GSF, efforts will continue to identify communities at risk and to contact their 
representatives. 
The Florida Legislature requires that all land management plans include long and short-term 
goals. These goals must be measurable objectives, and short-term goals must be achievable 
within a two-year planning period. Pursuant to section 253.034, F.S., the Division of State Lands 
began compiling the short-term goals from each land management plan approved since July 1, 
2016. The management plan identified objectives under the following short-term goals: Public 
Access and Recreational Opportunities, Hydrological Preservation and Restoration, and Capital 
Facilities and Infrastructure. 
Public Involvement 
FFS responds to public involvement through liaison panels, management plan advisory groups, 
public hearings, and through ongoing direct contact with user groups. The plan was developed 
with input from the GSF Management Plan Advisory Group and was reviewed at a public 
hearing on May 29, 2024. 
Surplus Lands 
On conservation lands where FFS is the lead manager, FFS assesses and identifies areas for 
potential surplus land. This consists of an examination of resource and operational management 
needs, public access and recreational use, and GIS modeling and analysis. The evaluation of GSF 
by FFS has determined that all portions of the area are being managed and operated for the 
original purposes of acquisition, therefore, no portion of the GSF is recommended for potential 
surplus. 
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LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

LEAD AGENCY:  Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS), Florida 
Forest Service 

COMMON NAME:  Goethe State Forest (GSF) 
LOCATION:   Alachua and Levy Counties 
ACREAGE TOTAL:  54,158.80 acres 
 

Historic Natural 
Communities 

Approximate 
Acreage*  Historic Natural 

Communities 
Approximate 

Acreage* 
Mesic Flatwoods 17,576  Depression Marsh 336 
Sandhill 9,227  Xeric Hammock 248 
Wet Flatwoods 8,733  Bottomland Forest 234 
Dome Swamp 6,533  Floodplain Marsh 214 
Basin Swamp 5,775  Floodplain Swamp 188 
Hydric Hammock 1,816  Upland Mixed Woodland 143 
Scrubby Flatwoods 1,150  Wet Prairie 109 
Basin Marsh 1,077  Upland Hardwood Forest 100 
Sandhill Upland Lake 762  Sinkhole 33 

* Rounding errors exist 
 
TIITF LEASE AGREEMENT NUMBER:  3976 
USE: Single        Multiple    X 
 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY     RESPONSIBILITY  
Florida DACS, Florida Forest Service   General Forest Resource Management  
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Wildlife Resources and Laws 
Southwest Florida Water Management District  Water Resource Protection and Restoration 
Suwannee River Water Management District   Water Resource Protection and Restoration 
Department of State, Division of Historical Resources  Historical and Archaeological Resource 

Management 
 
 
DESIGNATED LAND USE:   Multiple-Use State Forest 
SUBLEASES:     None 
ENCUMBRANCES: Three Power Lines, Three Gas Lines 

TYPES OF ACQUISITION: Preservation-2000 and Florida Forever 
UNIQUE FEATURES: Includes many scattered remnant cat-faced longleaf pine trees; 

older longleaf/slash pine flatwoods supporting a thriving red-
cockaded woodpecker population; a nine-foot diameter bald-
cypress tree which is listed as being the sixth largest in the State 
of Florida. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL / HISTORICAL: 111 known sites 
MANAGEMENT NEEDS: Restoration and maintenance of native ecosystems 
ACQUISITION NEEDS: 249,840 Acres of Optimal Management Boundary 
SURPLUS ACREAGE:   None 
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT: State Forest Liaison Committee, Management Plan Advisory 

Group and public hearing, Acquisition and Restoration Council 
public hearing - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -    
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